,  The  Sittings  of  Congress. — The  U 
;  fr*  ment  will,  at  the  present  moment, 


ig,  if  not  useful,  to  many  of  our  read 
ment  showing  the  commencement  ai 
ition  of  each  session  oj  Congress  he 
e  present  constitution,  with  the  number  v 
n  each. 
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Dec. 
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Dec. 
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4,  1789 
4, 1790 

6,  1790 
24,  1791 

5,  1792 

2,  1793 

3,  1794 

7,  1795 

5,  179G 

15,  1797 
13,  1797 
3,  1798 
2,  1799 

17,  1800 
7,  1801 

6,  1802 
17,  1803 

5,  1804 

2,  1-05 
1,  1806 

26,  1807 
•7,  1808 
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3,  1810 

4,  1811 
2,  1812 
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1,  1817 
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Sep.  29, 
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Mar.  3, 
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June  9, 
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June  1, 
Mar.  3, 
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Mar.  3, 
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Mar.  3, 
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Mar.  3, 
Mar.  27, 
Mar.  3, 
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Mar.  3, 
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Mar.  3, 
May  15, 
Mar.  3, 
May  8, 
Mar.  3, 


1,1823!  May  27, 
6, 1824  Mar.  3, 
5,  1 825 1  May  22, 
4,  1826  Mar.  3, 


3,  1827 
I,  1828 
7,  1829 
6,  1830 
5.  1831 


May  26, 
Mar.  3, 
Mar.  31, 
Mar.  3. 
July  16, 
3,  18321  March  3, 
2  1833  June  30, 
1,  18.341  March  3, 


7,  1835 
5,  1636 
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Oct.  16,  1837 
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BY  MIFFLIN  &  PARRY, 

No.  99  S.  Second  street,  third  door  above  Walnu 


DAILY  PAPER — Eight  Dollars  per  annum. 
THREE  TIMES  A  WEEK —  Five  Dolls,  per  ann 

PAYABLE  ALF  YEARLY  IN'  ADVANCE. 


Wednesday,  August  24,  1836 


The  last  of  the  Homans. — This  was  said  of  IV1 
dison  at  the  time  of  his  disease,  but  there  is  one  oth 
person  who  seems  to  hvve  some  claims  to  th 
honorable  distinction.  Paine  Wingate,  of  Strat 
am,  New  Hampshire,  still  survives.  He  was  bo 
in  May,  1739;  was  a  member  of  the  old  Coutine 
tal  Congress,  and,  with  John  Langdon,  represent 
his  state  in  the  first  Senate  in  1789,  and  believed 
be  the  only  surviver  of  either  house  in  the  first  Cc 
gress  under  our  present  Constitution.  He  receiv 
the  honors  of  Harvard  University,  Cambridge, 
1759,  the  year  Wolf  took  Quebec.  Judge  Winga 
for  some  years,  has  been  the  only  one  alive  in  1 
class  and  a  number  of  classes  succeeding.  For'rr 
ny  years  he  was  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
New  Hampshire.  In  1764  he  married  the  sis 
of  Timothy  Pickering,  three  years  younger  th 
himself.  They  both,  at  the  age  of  more  than 
and  92,  are  able  to  walk,  and  appear  to  enjoy  lifi 


REVO  I JJTIONARY  'ARCHIVES. 

Mr.  DROMGOOJiE,  by  consent,  reported  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  I  bat  Iho  Secretary  ol  State  be  directed  to  report 
to  this  House  the  number  of  volumes  of  the  manuscript  papers 
ol  the  Confederation  and  of  Washington  in  the  Department  of 
Slate,  to  which  indices  are  being  prepared,  the  progress  which 
has  been  made,  the  amount  of  appropriations  heretofore  made, 
al  what  ti  me  the  work  may  probably  be  completed,  and  the  pro¬ 
bable  addit  ional  expense  of  completion, 


4-  Jan,. 


Prom  Relf’s  Philadelphia  Gazette* 


TO  JOHN  G.  WELLS,  ES£; 

Attorney  at  Law. 

SIR, 

DID  you  ever  fee  a  duck  in  a  gutter, 
when  tired  of  its  fituation,  plunge  its 
head  in  the  mud  to  get  its  body  out  * 
I  luppofe,  however,  you  will  fay,  No 
becaufe,  you  are  but  a  very  little  obferver 
of  the  inftindive  movements  of  Nature. 
The  expedant  obferver,  neverthelefs,  if 
he  allows  you  to  belong  to  his  fpecies, 
would  naturally  look  for  a  caufe,  grouh*. 
ded  upon  reafon,  for  any  obfervation 
direded  to  his  underftanding.  From  you, 
contrary  to  that  expedation,  they  obvi- 
Oufly  are  difappointed  ;  and  muft  natural* 
ly  be  aftonilhed  at  your  mode  of  levelling 
obloquy  on  an  individual,  who  had  no  con 
cern  in  your  difpute.  Sir,  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  controverfy  between  you 
and  Algernon  S.  Magaw  ;  and  your  bet¬ 
ter  reafon  muft  have  left  you,  when,  after 
pouring  every  invedive  againfthim,  you  fay 
he  is  u  the  very  intimate  friend  of  Dickey 
Folwell,  printer*”  Sir,  1  hold  that  gentle¬ 
man  in  eftimation  ;  and,  if  you  differ  with 
me  in  opinion,  it  does  not  juftify  you  in 
making  a  fneering  handle  of  my  name. — > 
Sir,  I  can  walk  the  ftreets  of  Philadelphia 
without  a  blufli,  and  I  believe  I  will  be 
greeted  in  my  movements  with  as  much 
cordiality,  as  if  I  had  your  Jack-of-Spade 
corporation.  As  you  doubt  my  u  ftandard. 
in  fociety,”  let  me  whifper  in  your 
ear,  that  if  my  talents  were  not  fuperior 
to  yours,  I  think  my  daddy  would  have 
done  me  injuftice,  for  not  (inftead  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  printer  of  me,  wherein  I  fhine) 
dubbing  me  a  taylor.  Pardon  egot- 
ifm,  John  C*  Wells,  Efq;  becaufe  I 
think  I  have  a  juft  claim  to  ufe  it  ;  and, 
prepare  your  appetite  for  more.  Let  me 
aik  you,  for  the  objed  of  eftablifhing  our 
comparative  merits,  whether  you  ever  were 
employed,  in  your  profeflion,  with  fo  many 
important  objeds  of  public  or  private  trufts 
*as  I  have  been  ?  Were  you  ever  counfel  in 
a  caufe  of  magnitude  ? — did  the. hall  of  a 
court  ever  refound,  from  your  flippant 
tongue,  any  Ciceronian  eloquence  ? - . 


No  I — But,  may  Morpheus  proted  you—* 
and  decorate  your  head  with  a  garland  of 
poppies  1  and  may  Momus  infpire  me,  at 
the  lame  time,  to  laugh  at  you  !— ha  ! — . 
ha  ! — But,  after  laughter,  let  me  ferioufly 
alk,  if  you  exped  to  be  fo  importantly 
diftinguifhed  as  I  have  been  ? — Do  you 
ever  exped  to  claim  pre-eminence,  by 
your  abilities,  either  in  your  profeffion  or 
from  your  charader,  to  hold  any  office  ei¬ 
ther  legiflative,  executive  or  judicial  ?■— . 
Do  you  ever  exped  to  be  called  forward, 
from  the  group  of  learned  heads  compofing 
the  Philadelphia  bar,  to  be  a  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  any  Court  ? — No  !  you  may 
confefs,  that  you  do  not  exped  it.  But, 
let  me  tell  you  what  I  exped,  and  that 
with  devout  fubmiffion  to  the  public  will, 
I  exped  to  be  Sheriff.  I  have  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  with  a  property  to 
execute  it  to  the  amount  of  40.000  dollars, 
1  have  been,  John  C.  Wells,  Efquire,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
the  United  States,  the  printer  of  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  Congrefs.  How  do  you  think,  Sir, 
thefe  honorable  branches  hit  on  me 
Why,  Sir,  it  was  not  like  fportfmen  who 
fhoot  flying — it  was  for  abilities* — and  they 
chofe  me  from  the  flock.  I  have  been 
complimented,  in  letters  from  members  of 
Congrefs,  lor  the  very  juft  difcharge  of 
thefe  important  duties.  Why,  then,  John 
C.  Wells,  Efquire,  do  you  hold  me  before 
the  public  in  a  light  which  ought  to  make 
you  blaze  ? 

RICHARD  FOLWELLt 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  1 1,  1$Q3, 
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SURG&  CIT'  PROS  I M 


PHILADELPHIA. 


FRIDAY,  MAY  14,  1799. 

T  E  R  M  3 

of  Richard  fo lively 

2il  Philadelphia* 

f  OS.  SUBSCRIBING  TO  T  H  4 

J OURNALS  of  CONGRESS 

FROM  THtt  COM  MINOR ME  NT 

Of  the  American  War,  in  17/4*  to 
the  prefent  time. 

Including 

The  Reports  of  Heads  of  Departments, 
of  Committees,  and  other  Official  ( tid 
Private  Papers  of  that  Body,  now  frst 
permitted  to  be  made  public. 


VERMS, 

TH£  WORK  will  be  printed  on  a 
and  a  new  nta*  type,  in  large  a&av©. 

Eacv.  volume  will  contain  above 
neatly  bousd  and  lettered. 


fiitc  paper, 
500  pages. 


Uniformity  in  fizc,  paper,  and  binding,  will  be 
ooferved  throughout  the  work,  fo  tlut,  vhile 
the  lubfcnbers  become  poffcil'cd  of  a  valuable 
record,  an  ornament  may  be  added  to  their  tT 
br&r’xs, 


Ihc  price  to  fubferibers  will  bczdb’s.  7 e  cts* 
per  volume,  in  boards,  and  j  dols.  whole  bound* 
but,  as  the  publifbcr  docs  not  intend  to  print 
many  more  than  the  number  fubicriped  for,  a 
coniidcrable  rife  on  the  price  may  be  ex  pc  died 
to  non-fubiosibers. 


E.<ich  volume  will  contain  about  one  third  lefs 
of  letter- pi efs  then  the  original  edition  ;  but,  as 
the  publisher  is  not  yet  enabled  to  determine  the 
extent  of  the  Private  journals,  which  he  may 
be  allowed  to  make  public,  he  cannot  afoertaii 
the  number  of  volumes  which  will  comp* ife  the 
work.  r 


ICT3*  Payments  to  be  made  on  delivery 
of  each  volume. 

Subscribers  will  have  it  at  their  option,  either 
to  fubfcribs  for  the  whole  of  the  Journals,  up  to 
the  prefent  time,  or  to  thofe  only  of  the  Old 
Congrcfs,  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Fede¬ 
ral  government. 
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-N  J  countries,  the  proceedings  in  tlic’com- 
mencemert  of  their  governments,  are  loft  ia  <Uik- 
nefs  anctobfounty,  owing  to  a  cai  elefsnefs,  ia  the 
luccecdmg  generation,  !0  preferve  the  public  re- 
corus,  and  the  attention  of  the  natio  i;,  ,t,0(s 
rune  ager,  being  called  off  from  their  domeftic 
concerns,  to  engage  in  wars  and  coaaueft.  Of 
what  infinite  value  would  the  laws  of  Alfred  fee, 
haa  they  been  tras Knitted  to  our  days?  Time, 
that  deftroys  every  thing,  enhances  the  value  of 
well  authenticated  public  records,  and  renders 
them  a, molt  meftimable.  It  is  hoped,  that 
Americans  will,  therefore,  chearl.lly  contribute 
their  a  (finance  in  tray.fmitting  to  pofterity  the 
I  labours  ot  their  anceftors— founders  of  the  Col. 
umbiam  nation. 

#**  The  work  will  certainly  be  advanced  with 
expedition  and  promptitude.  The  f4.H0  wing  will 
lhe  w  the  fnpport  it  has  already  acquired  ; 

Philadelphia ,  June  \5tb ,  1798. 
“  To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  HoufecfRc 
primaries  of  the  United  States. 

“  j  he  MEMORIAL  of  the  Subfcribers,  Citizens 
&c.  of  Philadelphia, 

“  Respectfully  sbewetb, 

t  f  “  'ri,a£  luy.inK  in  <>“r  refpedlive  avocations, 
frequent  ocoahon  to  recur  rathe  journals  of  Con- 
grels,  w c  expctience  inconvenience  by  the  fcarci* 
ty  of  them  :  7  hat  we  underhand  that  Richard 
Folweil,  pnntcr,  of  .Philadelphia,  has  had  it  in 
contemplation  .0  print  .hat  public  record  •  and 
that  he  hath  obtained  partial  countenance’ fi  cm 
many  individuals;  but  that  he  has  deiaved  pro- 
Iccuting  the  work,  in  expedition  of  encourage, 
tjnenr.  lrom  government,  that  may  adequately  in¬ 
demnify  him.  We,  therefore,  refpedlfuily  foiicir 
as  the  publication  is  nccelFary  i0  be  diflhmiiutui 
among  public  bodies,  that  Cohgi  efs  will  i*  their 
vvifdoin,  render  him  fuch  additional  encourage 
menr,  to  that  which  he  has  obtained  from  pri- 
.vatc  individuals,  as  to  enable  him  to  proceed 
with  ti  e  work,  fo  that  your  memori. lifts  may 

be  enabled  to  purchafe  copies  of  that  record  for 
tnemfclves. 

Thomas  M‘Kean,  ]«hn  D.  Goxe,  Charles 
He.tly,  Sampfon  Levy.  T.  Rofs,  Wm.  Moore 

rn^hA,J°hr  Rc?diUP"  WiIliam  Tilghman,  John 
!• .  M.fHiu  joieph  B.  M'Kean,  JohnBcckly,  \V 
Sergeant,  John  Thompfon,  Jared  I  neerfoll,  Taf- 
per  Moylan,  William  Rawie,  J.  Thomas,  W. 
Levis,  James  Gibfon,  M.  Kepplc,  Mofes  Levy 
Robert  Porter,  George  Davis,  John  HMlowcIL 
James  Olddcn,  Walter  Franklin,  James  Milnor! 
John  C  Wells,  John  L  Leih,  Alexander  J. 
l^lJas,  Jofeph  Reed,  Thomas  Willing,  Samuel 
M  hex,  John  Nixon,  Robert  Wain,  Robert  H. 
Dunkin,  John  Ewing,  jun.  Edward  Penning- 
ton,  Hilary  Baker,  William  NiohoJs,  William 
foung,  Robert  Campbell,  Scprimus  Ciaypoo'e, 
James  Crnkfhank,  Mathew  Carry,  Henry  K 
Helmuth,  Peter  D  Haven.  John  Dunlap,  Ed! 
Shoemaker.  John  R.  Smith,  W  Hall,  David 
C.  Clap»ole,  1  homas  ArmRrcng,  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  John  Fcnno. 

“  True  copy  from  the  original  Memorial,  pre- 
fented  to  t He  Houfc  of  Representatives  of 
lire  United  States,  on  Monday,  the  i8th  of 
June  1798 : 

“  WILLIAM  LAMBERT,  for 

JONATHAN  W.  CONDY,  Clerk 
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“  Refolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houfeof  Re- 
p re f^nta tires  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  GongrcJs  sficinbled,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfc  of  R.c- 
prefentatives,  be  author  ifed  and  dife&ed,  to  fit U-* 
feribe,  on  fuel*  terms  a?  bey  may  deem  eligi¬ 
ble,  i#>r  theufeof  the  Senate  and  Houfc  ot  Re-* 
prf.fentativcs,  far  fa ur  hundred  Copies  of  the 
Journals  of  C'orgrefs,  which  are  propo fed  to  be 
pubiilbed  by  Richard  FolwcU,  and  fuch  number 
ot  copies,  of  deficient  ■Volumes  of  the  fct'S 
now  in  print,  as  may  !•*  nccdlary  to  complete 
the  work. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON, 

Speaker  of  the  Iloufe  of  Reprefcntatifcs. 

JAMES  ROSS, 

Prrfident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore, 
Af proved  March ?  2d.  1799. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

May  h.  i&\W 


Continental  Congress. — This  body,  when  it  first 
assembled  in  this  city,  in  September,  1774,  consisted 
of  only  fifty-six  members.  Mr.  Sparks  in  his  lecture 
before  the  Historical  Society  in  N.  York,  describes 
the  curious  manner  in  which  the  members  were  paid. 
It  differs  materially  from  the  mode  practised  at  the 
present  day.  Ij:  appeared  that  each  colony  paid  its 
own  delegation.  New  Hampshire  allowed  to  each 
all  expenses,  a  servant,  two  horses  and  half  a  guinea 
a  day ;  Massachusetts,  expenses  and  two  dollars  a 
day  ;  Connecticut,  expenses  and  three  dollars  a  day ; 
Rhode  Island  and  Maryland  forty  shillings  a  day, 
with  nothing  for  expenses  ;  New  York,  four  dollars  a 
day  without  expenses  ;  Pennsylvania  twenty  shillings 
a  day  and  expenses  ;  Virginia,  a  half  johannes  per 
day  ;  North  Carolina,  five  hundred  pounds  per  an¬ 
num  ;  South  Carolina,  three  hundred  pounds  per  an¬ 
num  ;  Georgia,  one  hundred  pounds  per  month  while 
in  session. — -PJiilci.  N.  American . 


■  -jmmm 


o 


17 

18 


19 


25 


Reported  for  the  Inquirer . 

1^Q€  \  L  ITEMS. 

/I  Beautiful  Monument.— We  have  seen  a  very 
beautiful  monument  which  has  just  been  com 
pleted  in  this  city,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Maples,  N.  E. 
corner  of  Broad  and  Arch  streets.  It  is  an  obelisk 
in  the  Egyptian  style,  eleven  feet  high,  and  is 
embellished  with  the  U.  S.  coat  of  arms,  sur¬ 
mounted  with  a  wreath  of  laurel.  The  "work- 
manship  throughout  is  chaste  and  beautiful,  and 
reflects  much  credit  upon  the  sculptor.  The 
inscriptions,  which  are  elegantly  carved  in  the 
monument,  are  as  follow: 

DEDICATED 
To  the  Memory  of 

a  at  i  JOHN  MORTON, 

A  Member  of  the  First  American  Congress,  from  the 
State  of  Penns)  lvania, 

Assembled  in  New  York,  in  1765 
;-nd  of  the  next  Congress  assembled  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  in  1774, 

And  various  other  public  stations.  ^ 

Born  A.  D.  1724, 

Died  April  1777. 

This  Monument 
was  erected  by  a  portion  of  his  relatives, 
October,  1845. 

....  ,  In  1775, 

Vv  hue  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
JOHN  MORTON 

Vv  as  re  eiected  a  Member  of  Congress,  and 
in  the  ever  memorable  session  of  July  1776 

FnihOritn  that  aU*USt  b0(iy  *or  llle  last  time, 
Enbhrining  his  name  in  the  grateful  remembrance 

of  the  American  People, 

by  signing  the 

Declaration  of  Independence. 

,T  In  voting  by  States 

t  pon  t.ie  question  of  the  Independence  of  the 
,r,  American  Colonies, 

1  here  was  a  tie  until  the  vote  of  Pennsylvania  was 

urjvcn 

Two  members  from  which  voted  in  the  affirmative 
And  two  in  the  negative, 

J  lie  tie  continued  until  the  vote  of  the  last  member 
.  JOHN  MORTON, 

Decided  the  promulgation  of  the 
Morions  Diploma  of  American  Freedom. 

D  JOHN  MORTON, 

Being  censured  by  some  of  his  friends  for  his  bold¬ 
ness  iri  giving  tiie  casting  vote  for 
1  he  Declaration  of  Independence, 
ilia  prjpheti ;  spirit  dictated  from  his  death  bed 
I.  ,  Tlle  r°Ilow  ng  message  to  them: 
i  *'ll  them  that  they  will  live  to  see  the  hour  when 
‘  l,‘ey  shall  acknowledge  it  to  have  been  the 
“most  glorious  service  that  I  have 
“ever  rendered  to  my  country.” 
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“  RESOLVED 

BY  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  affembled,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be 
authorized  and  dire&ed,  to  fubfcribe,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  may 
deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
fentatives,  for  four  hundred  Copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs, 
which  are  propofed  to  be  publifhed  by  R.ichard  FoLWELL,and 
fuch  number  of  copies  of  different  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in 
print,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives . 

JAMES  ROSS,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  March  2d,  1799  : 

JOHN  ADAMS,  President 
of  the  United  States 
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JOURNALS 

OF 

CONGRESS. 


Mondat ,  September  5,  1774. 

A  NUMBER  of  the  delegates,  chofen  and  appointed  by  the  fe« 
veral  colonies  and  provinces  in  North-America,  to  meet  and 
hold  a  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  aflembled  at  the  Carpenter’s-Hail : 

PRESENT  : 

From  New-Hampsbire : 

Major  John  Sullivan,  Efq;  Col.  Nathaniel  Folfom,  Efq; 

From  Massachusetts-Bay : 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Cufhing,  Efq;  John  Adams,  Efq; 

Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efq; 

From  Rkode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  : 

The  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq;  The  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Efq; 

From  Connecticut : 

The  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Efq;  The  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  Efq; 

Silas  Deane,  Efq; 

From  the  City  and  County  of  New -York,  and  other  Counties  in  tbs 

Province  of  New-York  : 

James  Duane,  Efq;  Philip  Livingflon,  Efq; 

John  Jay,  Efq;  Ifaac  Low,  Efq; 

From  the  County  of  Suffolk,  in  the  Province  of  New-York  : 

Col.  William  Floyd,  Efq; 

From  New-fersey  : 

James  Kinfey,  Efq;  John  Dehart,  Efq; 

William  Livingflon,  Efq;  Stephen  Crane,  Efq; 

Richard  Smith,  Efq; 

From  Pennsylvania : 

The  Hon.  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq;  Charles  Humphreys,  Efq; 
Samuel  Rhodes,  Efq;  John  Morton,  Efq; 

Thomas  Miffli^Efq;  Edward  Biddle,  Efq; 

From  ^Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware  : 

The  Hon.  Cxfar  Rodney,  Efq;  Thomas  McKean,  Efq; 

George  Read,  Efq; 

From  Maryland : 

Robert  Goldiborough,  Efq;  William  Paca,  Efq;  * 

Samuel  Chafe,  Efq; 

From  Virginia : 

The  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  Richard  Bland,  Efq; 

George  Wafhington,  Efq;  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq; 

Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efq; 

Vol.  I.  B 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


o 


25 


/ 


From  South -Carolina  : 

Henry  Middleton,  Efq;  Chriftopher  Gadfden,  Efq; 

John  Rutledge,  Efq;  Thomas  Lynch,  Efq; 

Edward  Rutledge,  Efq; 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Prefident,  when  the 
Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  eledled. 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon  was  unanimoufly  chofen  Secretary. 

The  gentlemen  from  the  feveral  colonies  produced  their  refpec- 
tive  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

Province  of  New-Hampshire  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  appointed  by  the  feveral  towns  in 
this  province,  held  at  Exeter,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  21ft 
July,  1774,  for  the  election  of  delegates,  on  behalf  of  this  province, 
to  join  the  General  Congrefs  propofed  :  Prefent  85  members  : 

The  Hon .  John  Wentworth ,  Esq;  in  the  chair . 

Voted,  that  Major  John  Sullivan,  and  Col.  Nathaniel  Folfom, 
Efqrs;  be  appointed  and  empowered,  as  delegates,  on  the  part  of 
this  province,  to  attend  and  affift  in  the  General  Congrefs  of  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  other  colonies,  atfuch  time  and  place  as  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  to  devife,  confult,  and  adopt  fuch  meafures,  as  may  have 
the  moft  likely  tendency  to  extricate  the  colonies  from  their  prefent 
difficulties  ;  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  their  rights,  liberties,  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  to  reftore  that  peace,  harmony,  and  mutual  confidence, 
which  once  happily  fublifted  between  the  parent  country,  and  her 
colonies. 

J.  Wentworth,  Chairman • 

Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay  : 

In  the  House  of  Representatives ,  June  17,  1774. 

This  houfe  having  duly  confidered,  and  being  deeply  affeafted  with 
the  unhappy  differences,  which  have  long  fubfiifted,  and  are  increaf- 
ing,  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  dorefolve: 
that  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  feveral  colonies  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary,  to  confult  upon  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  colonies,  and  the  miferies  to  which  they  are  andmuftbe 
reduced,  by  the  operation  of  certain  a<fts  of  parliament  refpe&ing 
America,  and  to  deliberate  and  determine  upon  wife  and  proper 
meafures,  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all  the  colonies,  for  the  re¬ 
covery  and  eftablifhment  of  their  juft  rights  and  liberties,  civil  and 
religious,  and  the  reftoration  of  union  and  harmony  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies,  moft  ardently  defired  by  all  good  men  : 
Therefore,  relolved,  that  the  Hon.  James  Bowdoine,  Efq;  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Culhing,  Efq;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams  and 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  province,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid, 
any  three  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum  ;  to  meet  fuch  committees  or 
delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed, 
either  by  their  refpedlive  houfes  of  burgeffes,  or  reprefentatives,  or 
by  convention,  or  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence  appointed 
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by  the  refpe&ive  houfes  of  affembly,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
or  any  other  place  that  fhall  be  judged  mofl  fuitable  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,  on  the  1ft  day  of  September  next ;  and  that  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  be  dire&ed,  in  a  letter  to  the  fpeakers  of  the  houfes  of  bur- 
gefles  or  reprefentatives  in  the  feveral  colonies,  to  inform  them  of 
the  fubftance  of  thefe  refolves. 

Samuel  Adams,  Clerk. 
Rhode-Island  : 

By  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Wanton,  Efq;  governor,  captain-general,  and 

commander  in  chief  of  and  over  the  Englifti  colony  of  Rhode  - 

Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  inNew-England  in  America. 
To  the  Hon .  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq;  and  the  Hon .  Samuel  Ward ,  Esq; 

Greeting . 

Whereas  the  general  affembly  of  the  colony  aforefaid,  have  nomi¬ 
nated  and  appointed  you,  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel 
Ward,  to  reprefent  the  people  of  this  colony  in  General  Congrefs 
of  Reprefentatives  from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  ftiould  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  colonies  in  general  ; 
I  do  therefore  hereby  authorise,  empower,  and  commiffionate  you, 
the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  repair  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  it  being  the  place  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of 
the  colonies  ;  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  and  join 
with  the  commiffioners  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  in 
confulting  upon  proper  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  feveral 
a<fts  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  for  levying  ^axes  upon  his  majefty’s 
fubjedts  in  America,  without  their  confent,  and  particularly  an  adl 
lately  paffed  for  blocking  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  and  upon  proper 
meafures  to  eftablilh  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies,  upon  a 
juft  and  folid  foundation,  agreeable  to  the  inftrudtions  given  you 
by  the  general  affembly. 

[L.  S.]  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  feal  of  the  faid  colony,  this 
10th  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774,  and  the 
14th  of  the  reign  of  his  moll  facred  Majefty  George  the 
Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain,  &c. 

By  his  honour’s  command,  J.  Wanton. 

Henry  Ward,  Sec’ry. 

Connecticut  : 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut , 

June  3d,  1774. 

Whereas  a  Congrefs  of  commiffioners  from  the  feveral  Britifh 
colonies  in  America,  is  propofed  by  fome  of  our  neighbouring  co¬ 
lonies,  and  thought  neceffary ;  and  whereas,  it  may  be  found  expe¬ 
dient  that  fuch  Congrefs  ftiould  be  convened  before  the  next  fef- 
fions  of  this  affembly  : 

Resolved,  by  this  houfe,  that  the  committee  of  correfpondence  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  on  application  to  them  made,  or 

fb 
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numberTo  attSfi.rV f*7  ^  c°Und  neceffary> t0  aPPo!nt  a  fuitable 
er  t0  a«5nd  fuch  Congrefs,  or  convention  of  commiffioners  or 

committees  of  the  feveral  colonies  in  Britifh  America,  and  the  p’er- 

fons  thus  to  be  chofen  fhall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  deeded,  i/be. 

halt  ot  tins  colony,  to  attend  fuch  Congrefs  ;  toconfult  and  advife 

fuch'conf  mL  a  Uref  f°r  advancingthe  bell  good  of  the  colonies,  and 
confti  cnees,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  to  this  houfe. 

A  true  extract  and  copy  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe. 

William  Williams,  Clerk . 

Colony  of  Connecticut ,  IT. 

a  '  •  •  New-London,  July  13th,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence  for  this  colony  : 
T,  u  he  S?n,"  Ehcnezer  Silliman,  Efq;  in  the  chair: 

F.r  ftn,  WU;  iIPca  Ct  ^yer’  the  Wllliam  Samuel  Johnfton, 

Eraftus  Wolcott,  Silas  Deane,  and  Richard  Law,  Efqrs;  were  no- 

mmated,  purfuant  to  the  aft  of  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 

ot  the  fa  id  colony,  at  their  feffions  in  May  laft,  either  three  of 

t'  hich  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  behalf  of  this  co- 

!0I.ly’  t°^t,enfI  ,th.e  General  Congrefs  of  the  colonies,  propofed  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  day  of  September  next,  or  at  fuch 
other  time  and  place  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  by  the  colonies,  to  con- 
lult  and  advile  with  the  commiffioners  or  committees  of  the  feveral 
Lnghlh  colonies  in  America,  on  proper  meafures  for  advancing  the 
bell  good  of  the  colonies.  6 

Signed ,  Ebenezer  Silliman,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne 

Erahus  Vv  oleott,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Samuel  H.  Parfons,  Nathaniel 
Wales,  jun.  Silas  Deane. 

.  Hartford,  August,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence  for  this  colony  : 

Eraftus  Wolcott,  Chairman: 

The  Hon.  William  Samuel  Johnfton,  Eraftus  Wolcott,  and 
Richard  Law,  Efqrs;  nominated  by  this  committee  at  New-London, 
on  the  13th  of  July  laft,  as  perfons  proper  to  attend  the  General 
Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  of  September  next, 
as  by  laid  appointment,  being  unable,  by  reafon  of  previous  engage¬ 
ments  and  the  ftate  of  their  health,  to  attend  faid  Congrefs,  on  be- 
hali  of  this  colony  ;  the  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  and  Jofeph  Trum¬ 
bull,  Efqrs;  were  nominated  in  the  place  of  the  aforefaid  gentle¬ 
men,  as  perfons  proper  to  attend  faid  Congrefs,  in  behalf  of  this 
colony,  either  of  which  are  empowered,  with  the  Hon.  Eliphalet 
Dyer,  and  Silas  Deane,  Efqrs;  for  that  purpofe. 

^Signed,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
Nathaniel  Wales,  jun.  Samuel  H.  Parfons,  Samuel  Bilhop. 

New-York  : 

By  duly  certified  polls,  taken  by  proper  perfons,  in  feven  wards, 
i‘.  appears  that  James  Duane,  John  Jay,  Philip  Livingfton,  Ifaac 
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Tow,  and  John  Alfop,  Efqrs;  were  elected  as  delegates  for  the  city 
and  county  of  New-York,  to  attend  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia, 
the  firft  day  of  September  next;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  committees 
of  feveral  diftrids  in  the  county  of  W eft-Chefier,  the  fame  gentle¬ 
men  were  appointed  to  reprefent  that  county;  alfo  by  a  letter  from 
Jacob  Lanfmg,  jun.  chairman,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  Alba¬ 
ny,  it  appears,  that  that  city  and  county  had  adopted  the  fame  for 
their  delegates.  By  another  letter,  it  appears,  that  the  committee 
from  the  feveral  diftrids  in  the  county  of  Duchefs,  had  likewife  adopt¬ 
ed  the  fame  as  delegates  to  reprefent  that  county  in  Congrefs,  and 
that  committees  of  other  towns  approve  of  them  as  their  delegates. 

By  a  writing  duly  atteiled,  it  appears,  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in 
the  colony  of  New-York,  have  appointed  colonel  William  Floyd, 
to  reprefent  them  in  Congrefs. 

New-Jersey: 

*Fq  James  Kinsey ,  William  Livingston,  John  Dehart ,  Stephen  Crane , 
and  Richard  Smith ,  Esq^s;  each  and  every  of  you  : 

The  committees,  appointed  by  the  feveral  counties  of  the  colony 
of  New-Jerfey,  to  nominate  deputies,  to  reprefent  the  fame  in  Gene¬ 
ral  Congrefs  of  deputies,  from  the  other  colonies  in  America,  con¬ 
vened  at  the  city  of  New-Brunfwick,  have  nominated  and  appoin¬ 
ted,  and  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you,  and  each  of  you,  depu¬ 
ties,  to  reprefent  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,  in  the  faid  General  Con- 
greis.  In  teftimony  whereof,  the  chairman  of  the  faid  feveral  com¬ 
mittees  here  met,  have  hereunto  fet  their  hands,  this  twenty-third 
day  of  July,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign. 
lord  king  George  the  third,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774. 

Signed ,  William  P.  Smith,  Jacob  Ford,  John  Moores,  Robert 
Johnfon,  Robert  Field,  Robert  Friend  Price,  Peter  Zabriikie,  Sa¬ 
muel  Tucker,  Edward  Taylor,  Hendrick  Fifher,  Archibald  Stewart, 
Thomas  Anderfon,  Abia  Brown,  Mark  Thompfon. 

Pennsylvania: 

EXTRACT  FROM  VOTES  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

Friday ,  July  2L2d ,  1774,  A»  M • 

The  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  taking  into  their  moll  ferious 
confideration,  the  unfortunate  differences  which  have  long  fub lifted 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  and  being  great¬ 
ly  encreafed  by  the  operation  and  effeds  of  divers  late  ads  of  the 
Britilh  parliament: 

Resolved ,  JSF.  C.  D.  That  there  is  an  abfolute  neceftity  that  % 
Congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  feveral  colonies,  be  held  as  Icon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  to  confult  together  upon  the  prelent  unhappy 
ftate  of  the  colonies,  and  to  form  and  adopt  a  plan  for  the  purpofes 
of  obtaining  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  afeertaining  American 
rights  upon  the  moftfolid  and  conftitutional  principles,  and  for  eftab- 
lilhing  that  union  and  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colo- 
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ofebothhlCh  ^  indifpenrab^  nece(rai7  to  the  welfare  and  happinefs 

Eodem  die,  P.  M. 

,The  houfe  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolve  from  the  com- 
mittee  ol  the  whole  houfe,  and,  after  fome  debate  thereon,  adopting 
and  confirming  the  fame,  r  ® 

Resolved ,  N.  C.  D .  That  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Galloway,  fpeaker; 
oamuel  Rhoads,  1  homas  Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys,  John  Morton, 
George  Rots,  and  Edward  Biddle,  Efqrs;  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  province,  for  the  purpofes 
a  ore  fa  id,  and  that  they,  or  any  four  of  them,  do  meet  fuch  commit¬ 
tees  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  either  by  their  refpeftive  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives,  or  by 
convention,  or  by  the  provincial  or  colony  committees,  at  fuch 
time  and  place,  as  lhall  be  generally  agreed  on  by  fuch  committee* 

The  three  Counties  Newcastle ,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware: 

August  1,  1774,  A .  M. 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  government  of  the 
counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  on  Delaware,  met  at 
New-Cadle,  in  purfuance  of  circular  letters  from  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe,  who  was  requeded  to  write  and  forward  the  fame  to  the 
members  of  affembly,  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence  for  the 
feveral  counties  aforefaid,  chofeiy  and  appointed  for  that  among 
ether  purpofes,  by  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  faid  counties 
refpeftively:  And  having  chofen  a  chairman,  and  read  the  refolves 
of  the  three  refpe&ive  counties,  and  fundry  letters  from  the  com¬ 
mittees  of  correfpondence  along  the  continent,  they  unanimoufly  en¬ 
tered  into  the  following  refolution,  viz. 

We,  the  reprefentatives  aforefaid,  by  virtue  of  the  power  delega¬ 
ted  to  us,  as  aforefaid,  taking  into  our  mod  ferious  confideration  the 
feveral  a£ts  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  for  redraining  manufactures 

in  his  majedy’s  colonies  and  plantations  in  North-America, _ 

for  taking  away  the  property  of  the  colonids  without  their  partici¬ 
pation  oi  confent, — lor  the  introduction  of  the  arbitrary  powers  of 
excife  into  the  cudoms  here, — for  the  making  all  revenue  caufes 
triable  without  jury,  and  under  the  decifion  of  a  fingle  dependent 
judge, — for  the  trial,  in  England,  of  perfons  accufed  of  capital 
crimes,  committed  in  the  colonies, — for  the  fhutting  up  the  port  of 
Bodon, — for  new-modelling  the  government  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  and  the  operation  of  the  fame  on  the  property,  liberty,  and  lives 
oi  the  colonids;  and  alfo  conlidering,  that  mod  eligible  mode 
oi  determining  upon  the  premifes,  and  of  endeavouring  to  procure 
relief  and  redrefs  of  our  grievances,  would  have  been  by  us  affemblcd 
in  a  legidative  capacity,  but  that  as  the  houfe  had  adjourned  to  the 
30th  day  of  September  next,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expe&ed,  that  his 
honour  the  governor  would  call  us,  by  writs  of  fummons,  on  this  oc- 
caiion,  having  refufedto  do  the  like  in  his  other  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania  ;  the  next  mod  proper  method,  of  anfwering  the  expe&a- 
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tions  and  defires  of  our  conftituents,  and  of  contributing’  our  aid  to 
the  general  caufe  of  America,  is  to  appoint  commiflioners  or  depu¬ 
ties  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  government,  to  meet  and  adt 
■with  thofe  appointed  by  the  other  provinces,  in  General  Congrefs  ; 
and  we  do,  therefore, unanimoully  nominate  and  appoint  Caifai  Rod¬ 
ney,  Thomas  M‘Kean,  and  George  Read,  Efqrs;  or  any  two  of  them, 
deputies,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  government,  in  a  general 
continental  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  on  the  firft  Monday  in  September  next,  or  at  any  other  time  or 
place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on,  then  and  there,  to  confult 
and  advife  with  the  deputies  from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  upon  all  fuch  prudent  and  lawful  meafures,  as  may  be  judged 
moil  expedient  for  the  colonies  immediately  and  unitedly  to  adopt, 
in  order  to  obtain  relief  for  an  oppreffed  people,  and  the  redrefs  of 
our  general  grievances. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  convention, 

C^sar  Rodney,  Chairman • 

Maryland : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  appointed  by  the  feveral  coun- 
ties  of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  the  22 d 
day  of  June,  1774,  and  continued  by  adjournment,  from  day  to 

day,  till  the  25th  of  the  fame  month : 

Matthew  Tilgbman ,  Esq;  in  the  chair  : 

John  Ducket ,  clerk  : 

Resolved ,  That  Matthew  Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnfon,  jun.  Ro¬ 
bert  Goldfborough,  William  Paca,  and  Samuel  Chafe,  Efqrs;  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them,  be  deputies  for  this  province,  to  attend  a 
General  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  colonies,  at  fuch  time  and 
place  as  may  be  agreed  on;  to  effea  one  general  plan  of  conduft, 
operating  on  the  commercial  connection  of  the  colonies  with  the 
mother  country,  for  the  relief  of  Bolton,  and  prefervation  of  Ame¬ 
rican  liberty. 

Virginia  : 

Monday  the  first  of  August ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord ,  1774. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  different  counties  in 
this  colony,  convened  in  the  city  of  Williamlburgh,  to  take  under 
their  confideration  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming  fituation  of  the 

continent  of  North- America  : 

Hon .  Peyton  Randolph ,  Esq;  in  the  chair  : 

It  was  unanimoully  refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  that  it  will  be  highly  conducive  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  that  a  General  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  all  the 
colonies,  affemble  as  foon  as  the  nature  of  their  fituations  will  admit, 
to  confider  of  the  mod  proper  and  effectual  manner  of  fo  operating 
on  the  commercial  connection  of  the  colonies  with  the  mother 
country,  as  to  procure  redrefs  for  the  much-injured  province  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  tofecure  Britifh  America  from  the  ravage  and  ruin 
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£onybS^  tl,e  retur"  of  har- 

de fired  by  all  Britifh  America.  e  w  10  c  elllPlre>  and  fo  ardently 

ry.,  .  Friday ,  August  5,  1774. 

this  colwfv  Tn  General^11  ^  ^  °f  ddegates’  to  reprefent 
Richard  ,Thenthe  P°n:  PtTt0"  Randolph, 

Bland,  Benjamin  flarrifon^a^Edmund  PendTeto^  E^’ 
appointed  for  that  purpofe.  ^enclxeton,  Eiqrs;  were 

- -MCh  •&-  -BWte. - 

S ' out b -Carolina  • 

In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly, 

other  American  grievances,  had  nominated  and  appointed  the  ho 

r:  g  '  Sr'’’ &•  ****  n-KS: 

and  lSall  1  ’trnC  1Tdward  Rutled?e>  Rlqrs;  deputies  on  the  part 
of  No  th  \01  h‘S  tolo7>  t0  mect  deputies  of  the  other  colonies 

tem^  ei  i7vtTtnph'!n  M  Cheral  C°ngrefs’  the  firft  Monday  i„  Sep- 
mber  next  at  Philadelphia,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that 

may  be  generally  agreed  on,  there  to  confider  the  afts  lately  paJed 

and  bills  depending  in  parliament  with  reo-ard  to  the  nort  of  n  r 

nt  and  confluences  affect  the  whole  continent  of  America— 
abo  the  grievances  under  which  America  labours,  by  reafonofthe 
feveral  acts  of  parliament  that  impofe  taxes  or  duties  for  railW  a 
.  .cnue,  and  lay  unnecellary  rellraints  and  burdens  on  trade  -  fnd 
ol  the  flatutes,  parliamentary  aas,  and  royal  inltruftions,  which 
m.Ac  an  invidious  dillindion  between  his  majefty’s  fubjects  in 
Great-Bntain  and  America,  with  full  power  and  au  thority^  COn 
<  ci  t,  agree  to,  and  effectually  profecute  fuch  legal  meafures  as  in 
lie  opinion  o  the  laid  deputies,  and  of  the  deputies  1b  to  be  affem- 

r,  :,;:;r,hf!,bcm0ft  hkdy  t0  °htain  a  rePeal  of  the  faid  a<Rs,  and  a 
,j  of  tll0-c  Srlevances :  and  thereupon  moved  that  this  houfe  do 
relolve  to  recognize,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  faid  appointment  of  the 
deputies  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid.  W 

Resolved,  N.  C.  J).  That  this  houfe  do  recognize,  ratify,  and  con- 

tlTlTZZ:'  iem  Jq““!  f“  ' 

Attested,  Thomas  Faur,  jun.  clerk. 

—  n  TVESDAr,  September  6,  1774,  A.  M. 

.  the  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

1  resent:  The  fame  members  as  yefterday,  and  moreover,  from 
the  colony  of  Virginia,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efquire. 
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The  Congrefs,  refuming  the  confideration  of  rules  of  conduct  to 
be  obferved  in  debating  and  determining  the  queftions,  that  come 
under  confideration, 

Resolved ,  That  in  determining  queftions  in  this  Congrefs,  each 
colony  or  province  fhall  have  one  vote.— -The  Congrefs  not  being 
pofteiTed  of,  or  at  prefent  able  to  procure  proper  materials  for  af- 
certaining  the  importance  of  each  colony. 

Resolved ,  That  no  perfon  fhall  fpeak  more  than  twice  on  the 
fame  point,  without  leave  of  the  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  no  queftion  fhall  be  determined  the  day,  on 
which  it  is  agitated  and  debated,  if  any  one  of  the  colonies  defire 
the  determination  to  be  poftponed  to  another  day. 

Resolved ,  That  the  door  be  kept  fhut  during  the  time  of  buli- 
nefs,  and  that  the  members  confider  themfelves  under  the  ftrongeft 
oblig  ations  of  honour,  to  keep  the  proceedings  fecret,  until  the  ma¬ 
jority  fhall  direct  them  to  be  made  public. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  flate  the  rights  o£ 
the  colonies  in  general,  the  feveral  inftances  in  which  thole  rights 
are  violated  or  infringed,  and  the  means  moft  proper  to  be  purfued 
for  obtaining  a  reftoration  of  them. 

Ordered ,  That  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  which  it  fhall  confift,  be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
the  feveral  ftatutes,  which  affeCt  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the 
colonies. 

Same  order  as  above  refpe Cling  the  appointment  and  number  of 
this  committee. 

Resolved ,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche  be  defired  to  open  the 
Congrefs  to-morrow  morning  with  prayers,  at  the  Carpenter’s  Hall, 
at  nine  o’clock. 

Thomas  Johnfon,  jun.  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  from  Maryland, 
attended  and  took  his  feat. 

ExtraCt  from  the  minutes  of  the  directors  of  the  Library  Com¬ 
pany  of  Philadelphia,  dated  Auguft  31ft,  1774, — directed  to  the 
Preftdent,  was  read,  as  follows  : 

u  Upon  motion,  ordered, 

“  That  the  librarian  furnifh  the  gentlemen,  who  are  to  meet  in 
Congrefs,  with  the  ufe  of  fuch  books  as  they  may  have  occafion 
for,  during  their  fitting,  taking  a  receipt  for  them. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  direClors, 

William  Attmore,  Secretary.,, 

Ordered ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  returned  to  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  obliging 
order. 

Adjourned  until  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  September  7,  1774,  A, 

Agreeable  to  the  refolve  of  yefterday,  the  Meeting  was  opened 
yi' ith  prayers  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Duche. 
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Voted ,  i  hat  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  Mr.  Du- 

die,  by  Mr.  Cufhing  and  Mr.  W ard,  for  performing  divine  fervice? 

x°l  excellent  prayer,  which  he  compofed  and  delivered  on 
the  occalion. 

Tne  Cong'refs  taking  into  confideration  the  appointment  of  the 
committees,  a  vote  was  taken  on  the  number  of  which  the  firft 
committee  fhould  confifl,  and  by  a  great  majority,  refolved  that 
it  confifl  of  two  from  each  of  the  colonies,  as  follows  : 

f  rom  New-Hampshire ,  major  John  Sullivan,  and  colonel  Folfom. 
assachusetls-Bay ,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  and  Mr.  John  Adams. 

Roode-Island ,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

Connecticut ,  colonel  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

R ew-'l  ork,  Mr.  James  Duane,  and  Mr.  John  Jay. 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Dehart. 

Pennsylvania ,  Mr.  Jofeph  Galloway,  and  Mr.  Edward  Biddle. 

Delaware  government,  Mr.  Ca>far  Rodney,  and  Mr.  M‘Kean. 

PI  ary  l  and,  Mr.  f  homas  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Goldfborough. 

Virginia ,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Pendleton. 

Soutb'Carolina ,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  J.  Rutledge. 

Agreed  that  the  fecond  committee  confifl  of  one  chofen  from 
cacia  colony,  as  follows  : 


New- Ha  mpsb  i  re, 
Massachusetts -Bay , 

R  b  ode -I si  an  d, 
Connecticut , 

New -York, 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Delaware  Government , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 


Mr.  Sullivan. 
Mr.  Cufhing. 
Mr.  Hopkins. 
Mr.  Deane. 
Mr.  Low. 

Mr.  Kinfey. 
Mr.  Mifflin. 
Mr.  Read. 
Mr.  Chafe. 
Mr.  Henry. 
Mr.  Gadfden. 


So  u  t  b-Ca  rol  ina , 

Ordered ,  That  Ifaac  Lefevre,  and  Jafnes  Lynch,  be  employed 
as  door-keepers  anil  mtfiengers  to  this  Cong'refs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Prefident  may  adjourn  the  Congrefs  from 
day  to  day,  when  he  finds  there  is  no  bulinefs  prepared  to  be  laid 
before  them,  and  may,  when  he  finds  it  neceffary,  call  them  toge* 
ther  before  the  time  to  which  they  may  hand  adjourned. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o’clock. 

1  he  Prefident,  agreeable  to  the  relolve  of  the  feventh  inflant* 
adjourned  tiie  Congrefs  from  day  to  day  until, 


Mondat ,  September  12,  1774. 

I'he  Con  grefs  met. 

Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq;  one  of  the  delagates  from  Maryland* 
appeared  and  took  his  feat. 

Nq  bufinefs  being  prepared  for  the  Congrefs,  the  Prefident  ad« 
journed  it  until  Tuefday,  and  frqyn  Tuefday  until  Wednefday. 
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Wedkesdat,  September  14,  1774,  A.  M. 

William  Hooper  and  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efquires,  two  of  the  de* 
puties  from  North-Carolina,  attended  the  Congrefs,  and  produced 
their  credentials,  as  follows  : 

North-Carolina ,  at  a  general  meeting  of  deputies  of  the  inha* 
bitants  of  this  province,  Newbern,  the  25th  day  of  Auguft,  1774. 

Resolved ,  That  we  approve  of  the  propofal  of  a  general  Con¬ 
grefs,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  September  next,  then  and  there  to  deliberate  upon  the  prefent 
Hate  of  Britifh  America,  and  to  take  fuch  meafures  .as  they  may 
deem  prudent  to  effect  the  purpofe  of  defcribing  with  certainty, 
the  rights  of  Americans,  repairing  the  breach  made  in  thofe  rights, 
and  for  guarding  them  for  the  future  from  any  fuch  violation  done 
under  the  fan&ion  of  public  authority. 

Resolved ,  That  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard 
Cafwell,  Efquires,  and  every  of  them  be  deputies  to  attend  fuch 
Congrefs,  and  they  are  hereby  inverted  with  fuch  powers,  as  may 
make  any  aTs  done  by  them  or  confent  given  in  behalf  of  this 
province,  obligatory  in  honour  upon  every  inhabitant  hereof,  who 
is  not  an  alien  to  his  country’s  good,  and  an  apoftate  to  the  liber* 
ties  of  America. 

Signed ,  John  Hervey,  Moderator. 

Attested ,  Andrew  Knox ,  Clerk. 

The  above  being  read  and  approved,  the  deputies  took  their  feats., 

Henry  Wifner,  a  delegate  from  the  county  of  Orange,  in  the 
colony  of  New-York,  appeared  at  Congrefs,  and  produced  a  certi¬ 
ficate  of  his  election  by  the  faid  county,  which  being  read  and  ap¬ 
proved,  he  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs  as  a  deputy  for  the  colony  of 
New-York. 

George  Rofs,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  province  of  Pennfyl* 
vania,  and  John  Alfop,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  colony 
of  New-York,  appeared  and  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  William  Hooper  and  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efqrs;  from 
North-Carolina,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  hate  the 
rights  of  the  colonies. 

Ordred ,  That  William  Hooper,  Efq;  be  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  the  ftatutes,  which  affedt  the  trade,  &c.  of  the 
colonies. 

The  delegates  from  the  province  of  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  agreea¬ 
ble  to  a  requeft  from  the  joint  committees  of  every  town  and  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  faid  province,  communica* 
ted  to  the  Congrefs  the  proceedings  of  thofe  committees  at  Con* 
cord,  on  the  oOth  and  31rt  days  of  Auguft  laft,  which  were  read. 

Ajourned  until  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

No  bufmefs  being  prepared,  the  Congrefs  was  adjourned  from 
day  to  day,  until  Saturday  morning,  at  nine  o’clock. 

SaFurdav,  September  17,  1774,  A .  JIR 

The  Congrefs  jnet  according  to  adjournment. 
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Richard  Cafwell,  Eiq;  one  of  the  deputies  from  North-Carolina': 
appeared,  and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

i  he  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  delegates  from  the  feveral 
towns  and  diltrias  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  September,  and  their 
addreis  to  Ins  excellency  governor  Gage,  dated  the  9th,  were  laid 
before  the  Congrefs,  and  are  as  follows:— 

a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  every  town  and  diftria  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  September,  at  the 
houie  of  Mr.  Richard  Woodward,  of  Dedham,  and,  by  adjourn¬ 
ment,  at  the  houie  of  Mr.  —  -  ■■■  Vofe,  of  Milton,  on  Friday  the  9th 
inff ant,  Jofeph  Palmer,  Efq;  being  chofen  moderator,  and  William 
_  hompfon,  Eiq;  clerk,  a  committee  was  chofen  to  bring  in  a  re¬ 
port  to  the  convention,  and  the  following  being  feveral  times  read 
and  put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was  unanimoufly  voted,  viz. 

,  Whereas  the  power  but  not  the  juftice,  the  vengeance  but  not 
the  wifdom  of  Great-Britain,  which  of  old  perfecuted,  fcourged, 
and  exiled  our  fugitive  parents  from  their  native  fhores,  now  pur- 
fues  us,  their  guiltlefs  children,  with  unrelenting  feverity:  And 
wliei eas,  this,  then  lavage  and  uncultivated  defart,  was  purchafed 
by  the  toil  and  treafure,  or  acquired  by  the  blood  and  valour  of 
thofe  our  venerable  progenitors ;  to  us  they  bequeathed  the  dear- 
bought  inheritance,  to  our  care  and  protection  they  conligned  it 
and  the  mod:  facred  obligations  are  upon  us  to  tranfmit  the  glorious 
purchafe,  unfettered  by  power,  unclogged  with  fhackles,  to  our 
innocent  and  beloved  offspring.  On  the  fortitude,  on  the  wifdom 
and  on  the  exertions  of  this  important  day,  is  fufpended  the  fate 
of  this  new  world,  and  of  unborn  millions.  If  a  boundlefs  extent 
of  continent,  fwarming  with  millions,  will  tamely  fubmit  to  live, 
move  and  have  their  being  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  licentious  mi- 
nifter,  they  bafely  yield  to  voluntary  flavery,  and  future  genera¬ 
tions  lhall  load  their  memories  with  mediant  execrations— On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  arreff  the  hand  which  would  ranfack  our  pockets 
if  we  difarm  the  parricide  which  points  the  dagger  to  our  boforns, 
if  we  nobly  defeat  that  fatal  edid  which  proclaims  a  power  to  frame 
laws  for  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  thereby  entailing  the  endlefs 
and  numberlefs  curfes  of  flavery  upon  us,  our  heirs  and  their  heirs 
forever;  if  we  fucctfsfully  refill  that  unparalleled  ufurpation  of 
unconflitutional  power,  whereby  our  capital  is  robbed  of  the  means 
of  life  ;  whereby  the  Meets  of  Bolton  are  thronged  with  military 
executioners;  whereby  our  coalts  are  lined  and  harbours  crouded 
with  fhips  of  war;  whereby  the  charter  of  the  colony,  that  facred 
barrier  againft  the  encroachments  of  tyranny,  is  mutilated  and,  in 
effect,  annihilated;  whereby  a  murderous  law  is  framed  to  Ihelter 
villains  from  the  hands  of  juftice  ;  whereby  the  unalienable  and  in- 
eftimable  inheritance,  which  we  derived  from  nature,  the  conltitu- 
tion  ol  Britain,  and  the  privileges  warranted  to  us  in  the  charter 
of  the  province,  is  totally  wrecked,  annulled,  and  vacated,  polteru 
ty  will  acknowledge  that  virtue  which  preserved  them  free  and 
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fiappy;  and  while  we  enjoy  the  rewards  and  bleffings  of  the  faith¬ 
ful,  the  torrent  of  panegyrifls  will  roll  our  reputations  to  that  lat- 
eft  period,  when  the  ftreams  of  time  lhall  be  abforbed  in  the  abyfs 
of  eternity.— Therefore,  we  have  refolved,  and  do  resolve , 

1.  That  whereas  his  majefty,  George  the  Third,  is  the  rig'htful 
fucceffor  to  the  throne  of  Great-Britain,  and  jnftly  entitled  to  the 
allegiance  of  the  Britifh  realm,  and  agreeable  to  compact,  of  the 
Englifh  colonies  in  America— therefore,  we,  the  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors  of  the  firft  planters  of  this  colony,  do  chearfully  acknowledge  l/ 
the  laid  George  the  Third  to  be  our  rightful  fovereign,  and  that 
faid  covenant  is  the  tenure  and  claim  on  which  are  founded  our  al¬ 
legiance  and  fubmiffion. 

2.  That  it  is  an  indifpenlible  duty  which  we  owe  to  God,  our 
country,  ourfelves  and  pofterity,  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  in 
our  power  to  maintain,  defend  and  preferve  thole  civil  and  religious 
rights  and  liberties,  for  which  many  of  our  fathers  fought,  bled  and 
died,  and  to  hand  them  down  entire  to  future  generations. 

3.  That  the  late  adds  of  the  Britifh  parliament  for  blocking  up 
the  harbour  of  Bofton,  for  altering  the  eftablifhed  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  colony,  and  for  fcreening  the  moft  flagitious  violators 
of  the  l-aws  of  the  province  from  a  legal  trial,  are  grofs  infractions 
of  thofe  rights  to  which  we  are  juftly  entitled  by  the  laws  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  the  charter  of  the  province. 

4.  That  no  obedience  is  due  from  this  province  to  either  or  any 
part  of  the  adds  above-mentioned,  but  that  they  be  rejedded  as  the 
attempts  of  a  wicked  adminiftration  to  enflave  America. 

5.  That  fo  long  as  the  juftices  of  our  fuperior  court  of  judica¬ 
ture,  court  of  affize,  See.  and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  in. 
this  county  are  appointed,  or  hold  their  places,  by  any  other  te¬ 
nure  than  that  vffiich  the  charter  and  the  laws  of  the  province  direCd, 
they  muft  be  confidered  as  under  undue  influence,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  unconftitutional  officers,  and,  as  fuch,  no  regard  ought  to  be 
paid  to  them  by  the  people  of  this  county. 

6.  That  if  the  juftices  of  the  fuperior  court  of  judicature,  affize, 

See.  juftices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  of  the  general  fef- 
fions  of  the  peace,  fhall  lit  and  add  during  their  prefent  difqualified 
ftate,  this  county  will  fupport,  and  bear  harmlefs,  all  {he  riffs  and 
their  deputies,  conftables,  jurors  and  other  officers  who  fhall  refufe 
to  carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  faid  courts  ;  and,  as  far  as 
poffible,  to  prevent  the  many  inconveniencies  which  muft  be  occa¬ 
sioned  by  a  fufpenfion  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  we  do  moft  earneft- 
ly  recommend  it  to  all  creditors,  that  they  fhew  all  reafonable  and 
even  generous  forbearance  to  their  debtors  ;  and  to  all  debtors,  to 
pay  their  juft  debts  with  all  poffible  fpeecl,  and  if  any  difputes  rela¬ 
tive  to  debts  or  trefpaffes  lhall  arife,  which  cannot  be  fettled  by  the 
parties,  we  recommend  it  to  them  to  fubmit  all  fuch  caufes  to  ar¬ 
bitration  ;  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  contending  parties  or  ei¬ 
ther  of  them,  who  lhall  refufe  fo  to  do,  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
co-operating  with  the  enemies  of  this  country. 
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7.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  collectors  of  taxes,  conflable* 
.  a  °.  r  °^cers>  who  have  public  monies  in  their  hands,  to  re¬ 
tain  the  lame  and  not  to  make  any  payment  therepf  to  the  provin¬ 
cial  county  treafurer  until  the  civil  government  o£  the  province  is 
placed  upon  a  conflitutional  foundation,  or  until  it  (hall  otherwife 
be  ordered  by  the  propofed  provincial  Congrefs. 

8\  1  hat  the  perfons  who  have  accepted  feats  at  the  council  board, 
y  'virtue  of  a  mandamus  from  the  King,  in  conformity  to  the  late 
ac  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  entitled  an  adt  for  the  rep'ulatino'  the 
government  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  have  acted  in  direct  violas 
uon  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  and  have  thereby  given 
gi eat  and  juft  oii-nce  to  this  people  ;  therefore  refolved,  that  thi4 
county  do  recommend  it  to  all  perfons,  who  have  fo  highly  offen- 
eu  by  accepting  laid  departments,  and  have  not  already  publicly 
re-igned  their  neats  at  the  council  board,  to  make  public  religna-. 
tions  of  their  places  at  faid  board,  on  or  before  the  20th  dav  of° this 
jnftant  September;  and  that  all  perfons  refufingfo  to  do  lhall,  from 
aru*  after  *:iid  c*ay,  be  conhdered  by  this  county  as  obftinate  and  in- 
corrigible  enemies  to  this  country. 

9.  That  the  fortifications  begun  and  now  carrying  on  upon  Bof- 
ton  Neck,  are  juflly  alarming  to  this  county,  and  gives  us  reafon  to 
apprehend  fome  hoifile  intention  againfl  that  town,  more  efpeci- 
ajy  as  the  commander  in  chief  has  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner 
removed  the  powder  from  the  magazine  at  Charleftown,  and  has 
ilio  foi  bidden  the  keeper  ot  the  mag-azine  at  Bofton,  to  deliver  out 
to  the  owners  the  powder,  which  they  had  lodged  in  faid  magazine. 

10.  1  hat  the  late  a£t  of  parliament  for  effablifhing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  and  the  French  laws  in  that  extenfive  country 
now  called  Quebec,  is  dangerous  in  an  extreme  degree  to  the  pro- 
teftnnt  religion  and  to  the  civil  rights  and  liberties  of  all  America; 
and  therefore  as  men  and  proteftant  chriffians,  we  are  indifpenfa- 
bly  obliged  to  take  ail  proper  meafures  for  our  fecurity. 

1 1 .  That  whereas  our  enemies  have  flattered  themfelves  that  they 
tfiall  make  an  eafy  prey  of  this  numerous,  brave  and  hardy  people, 
from  an  apprehcnfion  that  they  are  unacquainted  with  military  difl 
tipline;  we  therefore  for  the  honour,  defence  and  fecurity  of  this 
county  and  province  advifc,  as  it  has  been  recommended  to  take 
away  all  commiffions  from  the  officers  of  the  militia,  that  thofe 
who  now  hold  commiffions,  or  fuch  other  perfons  be  elected  in  each 
town  as  officers  in  the  militia,  as  lhall  be  judged  of  fufficient  capa* 
city  for  that  purpofe,  and  who  have  evidenced  themfelves  the  in¬ 
flexible  friends  to  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  towns  and  diflricts,  who  are  qualified,  do  ufe  their  utmofl 
diligence  to  acquaint  themfelves  with  the  art  of  war  as  foon  as 
poTible,  and  do  for  that  purpofe  appear  under  arms  at  lead  once 
every  w'eek. 

12.  1  hat  during  the  prefent  hoflile  appearances  on  the  part  of 
Great-Britain,  notwithftanding  the  many  infults  and  oppreffions 
which  we  moft  fenfibly  refent,  yc»,  neverthelefs  from  our  affectioa 
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to  his  majefty,  which  we  have  at  all  times  evidenced,  we  are  deter* 
mined  to  a£i  merely  upon  the  defenftve,  fo  long  as  fuch  conduct 
may  be  vindicated  by  reafon  and  the  principles  of  felf-prefervation, 
but  no  longer. 

13.  That  as  we  underhand  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  ap* 
prehend  fundry  perfons  of  this  county,  who  have  rendered  them* 
felves  confpicuous  in  contending  for  the  violated  rights  and  liber* 
ties  of  their  countrymen;  we  do  recommend,  fhould  fuch  an  auda¬ 
cious  meafure  be  put  in  practice,  to  feize  and  keep  in  fafe  cuftody, 
every  fervant  of  the  prefent  tyrannical  and  unconftitutional  go¬ 
vernment  throughout  the  county  and  province,  until  the  perions 
fo  apprehended  be  liberated  from  the  hands  of  our  aaverfaries,  and 
reftored  fafe  and  uninjured  to  their  refpedlive  friends  and  families. 

14.  That  until  our  rights  are  fully  reftored  to  us,  we  will,  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  power,  and  we  recommend  the  fame  to  the  other 
counties,  to  withhold  all  commercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  Ireland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  abftain  from  the  confump- 
tion  of  Britifh  merchandize  and  manufactures,  and  efpecially  of 
Eaft  India  teas  and  piece  goods,  with  fuch  additions,  alterations, 
and  exceptions  only,  as  the  general  Congrefs  of  the  colonies  may 
agree  to. 

15.  That  under  our  prefent  circumftances,  it  is  incumbent  on 
us  to  encourage  arts  and  manufactures  amongft  us  by  all  means  in 
our  power,  and  that 

be  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  confider  of  the  beft: 
ways  and  means  to  promote  and  eftablifh  the  fame,  and  to  report 
to  this  convention  as  foon  as  may  be. 

16.  That  the  exigencies  of  our  public  affairs,  demand  that  a 
provincial  Congrefs  be  called  to  confult  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
adopted,  and  vigoroufty  executed  by  the  whole  people  ;  and  we  do 
recommend  it  to  the  feveral  towns  in  this  county,  to  chufe  mem¬ 
bers  for  fuch  a  provincial  Congrefs,  to  be  holden  at  Concord,  on 
the  fecond  Tuefday  of  October,  next  enfuing. 

17.  That  this  county,  confiding  in  the  wifdom  and  integrity 
of  the  continental  Congrefs,  now  fitting  at  Philadelphia,  pay  all 
due  refpeCt  and  fuhmiftion  to  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  them  to  the  colonies,  for  the  reftoration  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  juft  rights,  civil  and  religious,  and  for  renewing  that 
harmony  and  union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  fo 
eaiyieftly  wifhed  for  by  all  good  men. 

1 8.  That  whereas  the  univerfal  uneafmefs  which  prevails  among 
all  orders  of  men,  arilmg  from  the  wicked  and  oppreffive  meafures 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  may  influence  fome  unthinking  per¬ 
fons  to  commit  outrage  upon  private  property  ;  we  would  heartily 
recommend  to  all  perfons  of  this  community,  not  to  engage  in  any 
routs,  riots,  or  licentious  attacks  upon  the  properties  of  any  perfoil 
whatfoever,  as  being  fubverfive  of  all  order  and  government  ;  but 
by  afteady,  manly,  uniform,  and  perfevering  oppofition,  to  convince 
Qur  enemies,  that  in  a  conteft  fo  important,  in  a  caufe  fo  folemn, 
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our  condud  fhall  be  fuch  as  to  merit  he  approbation  of  the  wife* 

and  the  admiration  of  the  brave  and  free  of  every  aP'e  and  of  every 
country.  °  7 

19.  1  hat  fhould  our  enemies,  by  any  fudden  manoeuvres,  ren- 
clt  i  it  neceilary  to  afk  the  aid  and  affiftance  of  our  brethren  in  the 
country,  lome  one  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence,  or  a  feledt 
man  of  fuch  town,  or  the  town  adjoining,  where  fuch  hoftilities 
nail  commence,  or  fiiall  be  expected  to  commence,  Ihall  difpatch 
couriers  with  written  meffages  to  the  feledl  men,  or  committees  of 
correfpondence,  of  the  feveral  towns  in  the  vicinity,  with  a  written 
account  of  fuch  matter,  who  fhall  difpatch  others  to  committees 
more  remote,  until  proper  and  fufficient  afMance  be  obtained, 
and  that  the  expen fe  of  laid  couriers  be  defrayed  by  the  countv, 
um-.I  it  fiiall  be  otherwife  ordered  by  the  provincial  Congrefs. 

ivt  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  feveral  towns  and  diftriels 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  held  at  Milton,  on  Friday,  the  9th  dav 
of  September,  1774 — Voted ,  * 

I  hat  Dr.  Jofcph  W  arren,  of  Bofton,  See.  be  a  committee  to  wait 
on  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  inform  him,  that  this  county  are 
alarmed  at  the  fortifications  making  on  Bofton  Neck,  and  to  re- 
monftrate  againft  the  fame,  and  the  repeated  infults  offered  by  the 
foldiery,  to  perfons  pafnng  and  repaffing  into  that  town,  and  to 
confer  with  him  upon  thole  fubje&s. 

Attest^  William  Thomson,  Clerk. 

“  To  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Elq;  captain-general,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty’s  province  of  Maffachufetts 
Bay.  _ 

u  May  it  please  your  excellency) 

“  I  he  county  of  Suffolk,  being  greatly,  and,  in  their  opinion, 
jiaflly  alarmed  at  the  formidable  appearances  of  hoftility,  now 
threatening  his  majefty’s  good  fubjecfts  of  this  county,  and  more 
particularly  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  the  loyal  and  faithful  capital  of 
this  province,  beg  leave  to  addrefs  your  excellency,  and  reprefent, 
that  the  apprehenfions  of  the  people  are  more  particularly  encreaf- 
cd  by  the  dangerous  defign,  now  carrying  into  execution,  of  repair¬ 
ing  and  manning  the  fortification  at  the  fouth  entrance  of  the  town 
o.t  Bofton,  which  when  completed,  may,  at  any  time,  be  improved  to 
aggravate  the  miferies  of  that  already  impoverished  and  diftreffed 
city,  by  intercepting  the  wonted  and  neceftary  intercourfe  between 
the  town  and  country,  and  compel  the  wretched  inhabitants  to  the 
moft  ignominious  ftate  of  humiliation  and  vaffalage,  by  depriving 
them  of  the  neceftary  fnpplies  of  provifion,  for  which  they  are  chief¬ 
ly  dependant  on  that  communication:  We  have  been  informed, 
that  your  excellency,  in  confequence  of  the  application  of  the  feledt 
men  of  Bofton,  has,  indeed,  difavowed  any  intention  to  injure  the 
town  in  your  prefent  manoeuvres,  and  exprefted  your  purpofe  to  be 
for  the  lecurity  of  the  troops  and  bis  majefty’s  fubjedfs  in  the  town, 
we  are  therefore  at  a  lofs  to  guels,  may  it  pleaft  your  excellency, 
from  whence  your  want  of  confidence  in  the  loyal  and  orderly  peo- 
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pie  of  this  vicinity  could  originate  ;  a  meafure,  fo  formidable,  carri¬ 
ed  into  execution  from  a  pre-conceived  though  caufeltfs  jealoufy  of 
the  infecurity  of  his  majefty’s  troops  andfubjehts  in  the  town,  deep¬ 
ly  wounds  the  loyalty,  and  is  an  additional  injury  to  the  faith¬ 
ful  fubje£ts  of  this  county,  and  affords  them  a  ftrong  motive  for 
this  application:  We  therefore  intreat  your  excellency  to  defifh 
from  your  defign,  affuring  your  excellency,  that  the  people  of  this 
county,  are  by  no  means  difpofed  to  injure  his  majefty’s  troops ;  they 
think  themfelves  aggrieved  and  oppreffed  by  the  late  ads  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  are  refolved,  by  Divine  affiftance,  never  to  fubmit  to 
them,  but  have  no  inclination  to  commence  a  war  with  his  ma¬ 
jefly’s  troops,  and  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your  excellency,  that 
the  ferment  now  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  is  occafioned 
by  fome  late  tranfadions,  by  feizing  the  powder  in  the  arfenal  at 
Charleftown ;  by  withholding  the  powder  lodged  in  the  magazine  o£ 
the  towm  of  Bofton,  from  the  legal  proprietors  ;  infulting,  beating*, 
and  abufing  paffengers  to  and  from  the  town  by  the  foldiery,  in 
which  they  have  been  encouraged  by  fome  of  their  officers ;  put¬ 
ting  the  people  in  fear,  and  menacing  them  in  their  nightly  pa- 
trole  into  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
fortifying  the  foie  avenue  by  land  to  the  town  of  Bofton. 

In  duty  therefore  to  his  majefty  and  to  your  excellency,  and  for 
the  reftoration  of  order  and  fecurity  to  this  county,  we,  the  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  feveral  towns  in  this  county,  being  commiffioned 
for  this  purpofe,  beg  your  excellency’s  attention  to  this  our  hum¬ 
ble  and  faithful  addrefs,  affuring  you,  that  nothing  lefs  than  an 
immediate  removal  of  the  ordnance,  and  reftoring  the  entrance  in¬ 
to  the  town  to  its  former  ftate,  and  an  effedual  flop  of  all  infults 
and  abufes  in  future,  can  place  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  in. 
that  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  in  which  every  free  fubjedt 
ought  to  be.” 

His  excellency  was  waited  on  to  know  if  he  would  receive  the 
committee  with  the  above  written  addrefs,  but  defiring  he  might 
have  a  copy  of  it  in  a  private  way,  that  fo  when  he  received  it  front 
the  committee,  he  might  have  an  anfwer  prepared  for  them,  he  was 
accordingly  furnifhed  with  a  copy:  His  excellency  then  declared5 
that  he  would  receive  the  committee  on  Monday,  at  12  o’clock. 

SaVurdat,  September  10,  1774. 

The  Congrfefs,  taking  the  foregoing  into  confideration, 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  this  affcmbly  deeply  feels  the  dif¬ 
fering  of  their  countrymen  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  under  the 
operation  of  the  late  unjuft,  cruel,  and  oppreffive  acts  of  the  Britilh 
parliament — that  they  moft  thoroughly  approve  the  wifdom  and  for¬ 
titude,  with  which  oppofition  to  thefe  wicked  minifterial  meafures 
has  hitherto  been  conduced,  and  they  earneftly  recommend  to  their 
brethren,  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame  firm  and  temperate  condudt 
as  expreffed  in  the  refolutions  determined  upon,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
delegates  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  inftantj 
Vol.  L  D 
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trufting  that  the  effed  of  the  united  efforts  of  North-America  in 
then  behalf,  will  carry  fuch  convidion  to  the  Britifh  nation,  of  the 
unv.  iic,  unjuft,  and  ruinous  policy  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  as 
quickly  to  introduce  better  men  and  wifer  meafures. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  contributions  from  all  the  colonies 
joi  1 'applying  the  neceffities,  and  alleviating  the  diftrefies  of  our 
bicthren  at  Bofton,  ought  to  be  continued,  in  fuch  manner,  and 
io  long  as  their  occafions  may  require. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions  be  tranfmitted  to 
Bolton  by  the  Prefident. 

Ordered ,  That  thefe  refolutions,  together  with  the  refolutions 
of  tne  county  of  Suffolk,  be  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers. 

i  he  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  feveral  fta- 
tut^. s,  which  affed  the  trade  and  manufadures  of  the  colonies, 
Drought  in  their  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning. 

Mon  DAT,  September  19,  1774.  A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  brought  in  on  Saturday  being  read, 

Ordered ,  I  hat  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  hate  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  &c.  to  which  committee,  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Thomas  Cufhing,  Efq;  Fatrick  Henry,  and  Thomas  Mif¬ 
flin,  Efqrs;  were  added. 

Adjourned  from  day  to  day,  till  Thurfday. 

Thursday ,  September  22,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  motion, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Congrefs  requeft  the  merchants 
and  others  in  the  feveral  colonies,  not  to  fend  to  Great-Britain, 
any  orders  for  goods,  and  to  direct  the  execution  of  all  orders  al¬ 
ready  lent,  to  be  delayed  or  fufpended,  until  the  fenfe  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs  on  the  means  to  be  taken  for  the  prefervation  of  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  America  is  made  public. 

Ordered ,  J  hat  this  relolution  be  made  public  by  hand-bills,  and 
by  pub li filing  it  in  the  newfpapers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  ftate  the  rights,  &c.  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  having  brought  in  a  report  of  rights,  the  fame  was  read,  and 
the  con fideration  of  it  referred  till  Saturday  next. 

Ordered,  rl  hat  a  copy  of  this  report  be  made  out  for  each  colony. 

Saturday,  September  24,  1774.  A.  M. 

The  Congrels  entered  upon  the  confideration  of  the  report  refer¬ 
red  to  this  day,  and  after  fome  debate,  upon  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  do  confine  themfelves,  at  prefent, 
to  the  confideration  of  fuch  rights,  as  have  been  infringed  by  abls 
oi  the  Britifh  parliament  fince  the  year  1763,  poftponing  the  fur¬ 
ther  confideration  of  the  general  ftate  of  American  rights  to  a  fu¬ 
ture  day. 
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Hereupon,  the  committee  appointed  to  Hate  the  rights,  See* 
brought  in  a  report  of  the  infringements  and  violations  of  Ameri¬ 
can  rights,  which  being  read— upon  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  consideration  of  this  report  be  referred  till 
Monday,  and  that  the  Gongrefs  in  the  mean  time  deliberate  on  the 
means  moft  proper  to  be  ufed  for  a  reftoration  of  our  rights. 

After  fome  debate  on  the  Subject,  the  Gongrefs  adjourned. 

Mondat ,  September  25,  1774.  A.  M • 

The  Gongrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

John  Herring,  Efq;  a  deputy  from  Orange  county,  in  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  New- York,  appeared  this  morning,  and  took  his  feat  as  a  de¬ 
legate  for  that  colony. 

The  Gongrefs  refumed  the  conhderation  of  the  means,  See.  and 
after  feveral  hours  fpent  thereon,  it  was  referred  till  to-morrow3 
to  w'hich  time  the  Gongrefs  was  adjourned. 

Tuesdat ,  September  27,  1774.  A .  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  refuming  the 
confideration  of  the  means  moft  proper  to  be  ufed  for  a  reftoration 
of  American  rights, 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  De¬ 
cember  next,  there  be  no  importation  into  Britifh  America  from 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  of  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  what¬ 
ever,  or  from  any  other  place,  of  any  fuch  goods,  wares  or  mer¬ 
chandizes,  as  lhall  have  been  exported  from  Great-Britain  or  Ire¬ 
land,  and  that  no  fuch  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes  imported  af¬ 
ter  the  faid  firft  day  of  December  next,  be  ufed  or  purchafed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Wednefday  and  Thurfday  being  taken  up  in  the  confideration 
and  debates  on  the  means,  &c.  the  Gongrefs  met  on  Friday,  30th 
September— and  upon  the  queftion, 

Resolved ,  That  from  and  after  the  10th  day  of  September,  1775, 
the  exportation  of  ail  merchandize  and  every  commodity  whatfoe- 
ver  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  ought  to  ceafe, 
unlefs  the  grievances  of  America  are  redreffed  before  that  time. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Cufhing,  Mr.  Low,  Mr.  Mifflin,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Johnfon,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  plan  for  carrying 
into  effect,  the  non-importation,  non-confumption,  and  non-expor¬ 
tation  refolved  on. 


SaVurdat,  October  1,  1774. 

Simon  Boemm,  Efq;  appeared  in  Congrefs  as  a  deputy  from 
Eiing’s  county,  in  the  colony  of  New -York,  and  produced  the  cre¬ 
dentials  of  his  election,  which  being  read  and  approved,  he  took 
his  feat  as  a  delegate  for  that  colony. 

The  Gongrefs,  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  merits,  St c.  up¬ 
on  motion. 
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Resolved  unanimously ,  That  a  loyal  addrefs  to  his  ma jelly  be 
prepared,  dutifully  requeuing  the  royal  attention  to  the  grievances 
that  alarm  and  diflrefs  his  majefly ’s  faithful  fubjects  in. North. 
America,  and  entreating  his  majefty’s  gracious  interpofition  for  the 
removal  of  iuch  grievances;  thereby  to  reftore  between  Great- 
,ltain  ano*  colonies  that  harmony  fo  neceffary  to  the  happinefs 
ot  the  Britifh  empire,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  all  America. 
Agreed ,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Hen- 

■vt  r  /J  l\  ft  j.  1  1  1  W  * 


T),  and  Mr.  Rutleage,  be  a  committee,  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to 


his  majefly. 


Mon DAr,  October  3,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met,  according  to  adjournment,  and  after  fome 


debate, 


Resolved  unanimously ,  That  it  be  an  inftru&ion  to  the  commit¬ 
tee,  who  are  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  the  king  :  Where¬ 
as  parliamentary  taxes  on  America  have  been  laid,  on  pretence  of 
“  defraying  the  expenfes  of  government,  and  fupporting  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  and  defending,  protecting,  and  fe curing  the 
colonies.”  That  they  do  affure  his  majefly,  that  the  colonies  have  or 
will  make  ample  provifion  for  defraying  all  the  neceffary  expenfes 
of  fupporting  government,  and  the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice  in 
the  refpe&ive  colonies ;  that  the  militia,  if  put  on  a  proper  footing, 
would  be  amply  fufficient  for  their  defence  in  time  of  peace ;  that 
they  are  defirous  of  putting  it  on  fuch  a  footing  immediately,  and 
that  in  cafe  of  war,  the  colonies  are  ready  to  grant  fupplies  for 
raifing  any  further  forces  that  may  be  neceffary. 

The  remainder  of  this  day  and  the  day  following,  was  taken  up 
in  deliberating  and  debating  on  matters  proper  to  be  contained  in 
the  addrefs  to  his  majefly. 


Wednesday,  October  5tb ,  1774. 


The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  fubjedt  in  debate 
yeflerday,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Resolved ,  that  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefly,  be  inftru&ed  to  allure  his  majefly,  that  in  cafe  the 
colonies  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  flate  they  were  in,  at  the  clofe  of 

the  late  war,  by  abolifhing  the  fyflem  of  laws  and  regulations _ for 

railing  a  revenue  in  America — for  extending  the  powers  of  courts 
of  admiralty — for  the  trial  of  perfons  beyond  fea  for  crimes  com¬ 
mitted  in  America — for  affedting  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay — and  for  altering  the  government,  and  extending  the  limits  of 
Canada,  the  jealoufies  which  have  been  occafioned  by  fuch  acts 
and  regulations  ot  parliament,  will  be  removed,  and  commerce 
again  reftored. 

An  addrefs  from  William  Goddard  to  the  Congrefs  was  read^, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Thupsdat,  October  6tb,  1774. 


The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conftderation  of  the  means  proper  to 
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be  nfed  for  a  reftoration  of  American  rights.  During  this  debate, 
an  exprefs  from  Bofton  arrived  with  a  letter  from  the  committee 
of  correfpondence  dated  the  29th  of  September,  which  was  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Congrefs. 

In  this  the  committee  of  correfpondence  inform  the  Congrefs, 
that  they  “  expected  fome  regard  would  have  been  paid  to  the  pe¬ 
titions  prefented  to  their  governor,  againft  fortifying  their  town  in 
■fuch  a  manner  as  can  be  accounted  for  only  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  the  town  and  country  are  to  be  treated  by  the  foldiery  as  de¬ 
clared  enemies— that  the  entrenchments  upon  the  Neck  are  nearly 
compleated — that  cannon  are  mounted  at  the  entrance  of  the 
town— that  it  is  currently  reported,  that  fortifications  are  to  be 
created  on  Corpfe-Hill,  Bacon-Hill,  Fort-Hill,  See.  fo  that  the  for¬ 
tifications,  with  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  may  abfolutely  command 
every  avenue  to  the  town  both  by  fea  and  land — that  a  number  of 
cannon,  the  property  of  a  private  gentleman,  were  a  few  days  ago 
feized  and  taken  from  his  wharf  by  order  of  the  general— that  from 
fever al  circumftances  mentioned  in  the  letter,  there  is  reafon  to 
apprehend,  that  Bofton  is  to  be  made  and  kept  a  garrifoned  town— 
that  from  all  they  can  hear  from  Britain,  adminiftration  is  refolved 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  force  them  to  a  fubmillion — that  when 
the  town  is  inclofed,  it  is  apprehended  the  inhabitants  will  be  held 
as  hoftages  for  the  fubmiflion  of  the  country,  they  apply  therefore 
to  the  Congrefs  for  advice  how  to  a£t — that,  if  the  Congrefs  ad- 
■vife  to  quit  the  town,  they  obey — if  it  is  judged  that  by  maintain¬ 
ing  their  ground  they  can  better  ferve  the  public  caufe,  they  will 
pot  Ih rink  from’hardfhip  and  danger — finally,  that  as  the  late  a&s 
of  parliament  have  made  it  impofftble  that  there  fbould  be  a  due 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  all  law  therefore  mu  ft  be  fufpended— 
that  as  the  governor  has  by  proclamation  prevented  the  meeting  of 
the  general  court,  they  therefore  requeft  the  advice  of  the  Con- 
grefs.” 

Ordered ,  That  this  letter  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  means,  See. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of 
an  afTociation,  be  directed  to  adopt  the  following  claufe,  viz™ 
That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  December  next,  no  molaffes, 
coffee  or  pimento  from  the  Britifh  plantations  or  from  Dominica, 
or  wines  from  Madeira  and  the  Weftern  Iflands,  or  foreign  indigo 
be  imported  into  thefe  colonies.  , 

Fridat ,  October  7tb ,  1774c 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  the 
committee  of  correfpondence  in  Bofton,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
his  excellency  general  Gage,  reprefenting  “  that  the  town  of  Bof¬ 
ton,  and  province  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  are  confidsredby  all  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  fuffering  in  the  common  caufe,  for  their  noble  and  fpirit- 
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ed  oppofition  to  oppreflive  a&s  of  parliament,  calculated  to  deprive 
us  ot  our  moft  facred  rights  and  privileges.” — Exprefting  our  con¬ 
cern,  that,  while  the  Gongrefs  are  deliberating  on  the  moft  peacea¬ 
ble  means  for  reftoring  American  liberty,  and  that  harmony  and  in- 
tercourfe,  which  fubftfted  between  us  and  the  parent  kingdom,  fo 
Tieceffary  to  both,  his  excellency,  as  they  are  informed,  is  railing  for¬ 
tifications  round  the  town  of  Bofton,  thereby  exciting  well  ground¬ 
ed  jealoulies  in  the  minds  of  his  majcfty’s  faithful  fubjeits  there¬ 
in,  that  he  means  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  them  and 
their  brethren  in  the  country,  and  reduce  them  to  a  date  of  fubmif- 
fion  to  his  will,  and  that  the  foldiers  under  his  excellency’s  com¬ 
mand,  are  frequently  violating  private  property,  and  offering  vari¬ 
ous  infults  to  the  people,  which  muft  irritate  their  minds,  and  if  not 
put  a  flop  to,  involve  all  America  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.— 
i  o  entreat  his  excellency,  from  the  aflurance  we  have  of  the  peace¬ 
able  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boflon  and  the 
province  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay,  to  difcontinue  his  fortifications, 
and  that  a  free  and  fafe  communication  be  reflored  and  continued 
between  the  town  of  Bofton  and  the  country,  and  prevent  all  inju¬ 
ries  on  the  part  of  the  troops,  until  his  majefty’s  pleafure  fliall  be 
known,  after  the  meafures  now  adopting  lhall  have  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  him. 

Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  are  appointed  a 
committee  to  draught  a  letter  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  refolution* 

Saturday  October  S,  1774. 

The  Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  Bof- 
ton,  and  upon  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  approve  the  oppofition  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay,  to  the  execution  of  the  late 
a&s  of  parliament ;  and  if  the  fame  fhall  be  attempted  to  be  carried 
into  execution  by  force,  in  fuch  cafe,  all  America  ought  to  fupport 
them  in  their  oppofition. 

Monday,  October  10,  1774. 

The  Congrefs,  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  Bof¬ 
ton, 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that 
the  removal  of  the  people  of  Bofton  into  the  country,  would  be, 
not  only  extremely  difficult  in  the  execution,  but  fo  important  in 
its  confequenccs,  as  to  require  the  utmoft  deliberation  before  it 
is  adopted;  but,  in  cafe  the  provincial  meeting  of  that  colony 
fhould  judge  it  abfolutely  neceflary,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  all  America  ought  to  contribute  towards  recompenftng 
them  for  the  injury  they  may  thereby  fuftain ;  and  it  will  be  recom¬ 
mended  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  fubmit  to  a  fufpenfton  of  the 
admin iftration  of  juftice,  where  it  cannot  be  procured  in  a  legal  and 
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peaceable  manner,  under  the  rules  of  their  prefent  charter,  and  the 
laws  of  the  colony  founded  thereon., 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  every  perfon  and  perfons  whomfo- 
ever,  who  fhall  take,  accept,  or  ad  under  any  commiffion  or  autho¬ 
rity,  in  anywife  derived  from  the  ad  paffed  in  the  lad  feflion  of 
parliament,  changing  the  form  of  government,  and  violating  the 
charter  of  the  province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  ought  to  be  held  in 
deteftation  and  abhorrence  by  all  good  men,  and  conlidered  as  the 
•wicked  tools  of  that  defpotifm,  which  is  preparing  to  deltroy  thofe 
rights,  which  God,  nature,  and  compad,  have  given  to  America. 

The  committee  brought  in  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  general  Gage, 
and  the  fame  being  read  and  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  copied, 
and  to  be  figned  by  the  Prefident  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs. 

* Tuesdat ,  October  11,  1774. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  to  general  Gage,  was  brought  into  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  agreeable  to  order,  figned  by  the  Prelident,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Philadelphia ,  October  10,  1774. 

SIR, 

“  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton  have  informed  us,  the 
reprefentatives  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeds  in  ail  the  colonies 
from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  that  the  fortifications  ereding  with¬ 
in  that  town,  the  frequent  invaiions  of  private  property,  and  the 
repeated  infults  they  receive  from  the  foldiery,  have  given  them 
great  reafon  to  fufped  a  plan  is  formed  very  deftrudive  to  them, 
and  tending  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  America. 

u  Your  excellency  cannot  be  a  itranger  to  the  fentiments  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  with  refped  to  the  ads  of  parliament,  under  the  execution  of 
which,  thofe  unhappy  people  are  oppreifed,  the  approbation  uni- 
verfally  expreffed  of  their  condud,  and  the  determined  refolution 
of  the  colonies,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  common  rights,  to  unite 
in  their  oppofition  to  thofe  ads.— In  confequence  of  thefe  fenti¬ 
ments,  they  have  appointed  us  the  guardians  of  their  rights  and 
liberties,  and  we  are  under  the  deepeft  concern,  that  whilft  we  are 
purluing  dutiful  and  peaceable  meafures  to  procure  a  cordial  and 
eifedual  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies, 
your  excellency  fhould  proceed  in  a  manner  that  bears  fo  hoftile 
an  appearance,  and  which  even  thofe  oppreflive  ads  do  not  warrant. 

u  We  entreat  your  excellency  to  confider  what  a  tendency  this 
condud  mull  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  free  people,  hitherto  well 
difpofed  to  peaceable  meafures,  into  hoftilities,  which  may  prevent 
the  endeavours  of  this  Congrefs  to  reftore  a  good  underftanding  with 
our  parent  ftate,  and  may  involve  us  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

u  In  order  therefore  to  quiet  the  minds  and  remove  the  reafon- 
able  jealoufies  of  the  people,  that  they  may  not  be  driven  to  a  ftate 
of  defperation,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  pacific  difpofition  to¬ 
wards  the  king's  troops,  could  they  be  allured  of  their  own  fafety, 
we  hope,  fir,  you  will  difcontinue  the  fortifications  in  and  about 
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Bolton,  prevent  any  further  invafions  of  private  property,  reftrain 
tne  irregularities  of  the  foldiers,  and  give  orders  that  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  town  and  country  may  be  open,  unmolefted 
and  free. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf 
of  the  General  Congrefs, 

Peyton  Randolph,  Prefident* 
As  the  Congrefs  have  given  general  Gage  an  affurance  of  the 

peaceable  dilpofition  of  the  people  of  Bofton  and  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay, 

j  7 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  they  be  advifed  fill!  to  conduct 
them fe Ives  peaceably  towards  his  excellency  general  Gage,  and  his 
majcfly  s  troops  now  fiationed  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  far  as  can 
poihbly  be  confident  with  their  immediate  fafety,  and  the  fecurity 
of  the  town;  avoiding  and  difcountenancing  every  violation  of 
Ins  majedy's  property,  or  any  infill t  to  his  troops,  and  that  they 
peaceably  and  firmly  perfevere  in  the  line  they  are  now  conduding 
themfeives,  on  the  defenfive. 

^  Ordered ,  1  hat  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolve,  and  of  that  paf- 
icd  on  Saturday,  and  the  three  pafTed  yefterday,  be  made  out,  and 
tnat  the  Prefident  incloie  them  in  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence  for  the  town  of  Bofton,  being  the  fentiments  of  the 
Congrefs  on  the  matters  referred  to  them  by  the  committee,  in  their 
letter  of  the  29th  of  September  lad. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  a  memorial  be  prepared  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Britifh  America,  dating  to  them  the  neceiftty  of  a  firm,  uni- 
uccc,  and  invariable  obfervation  of  the  meafures  recommended  by 
the  Congrefs,  as  they  tender  the  invaluable  rights  and  liberties  de¬ 
rived  to  them  from  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  their  country: 

Alfo  that  an  addrefs  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain. 
Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Livingdon,  and  Mr.  jay,  be  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  prepare  a  draught  of  the  memorial  and  addrefs. 

- <%>  - - 

Wednesday ,  October  12,  1774. 

T  lie  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

'I  he  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  carrying  into 
effect,  the  non-importation,  non-comfumption,  and  non-exportation 
agreement,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  J  hat  the  fame  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members  : 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rights  and 
grievances  of  thefe  colonies,  and  after  deliberating  on  the  fubje£t 
this  and  the  following  day,  adjourned  till  Friday. 

Fridat,  October  14,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  refuming  the 
confideration  of  the  fubjedt  under  debate — made  the  following  c/e- 
claration  and  resolves  : 

Vv  hcreas,  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  the  Britifh  parliament, 
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claiming  a  power,  of  right,  to  bind  the  people  of  America  by  ftatutes 
in  all  cafes  whatsoever,  hath,  in  feme  ads,  exprefsly  impofed  taxes 
on  them,  and  in  others,  under  various  pretences,  but  in  fad  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  hath  impofed  rates  and  duties  payable 
in  thefe  colonies,  eftablilhed  a  board  of  commiffioners,  with  uncon- 
ftitutional  powers,  and  extended  the  jurifdidion  of  courts  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  not  only  for  colleding  the  faid  duties,  but  for  the  trial  of 
caufes  merely  ariftng  within  the  body  of  a  county. 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  other  ftatutes,  judges,  who  be* 
fore  held  only  eftates  at  will  in  their  offices,  have  been  made  de¬ 
pendant  on  the  crown  alone  for  their  falaries,  and  handing  armies 
kept  in  times  of  peace  :  And  whereas  it  has  lately  been  refolved  in 
parliament,  that  by  force  of  a  ftatute,  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
oi  the  reign  of  kmg  Henry  the  eighth,  colonifts  may  be  tranfpor- 
ted  to  England,  and  tried  there  upon  accufations  for  treafons  and 
mifpriiions,  or  concealments  of  treafons  committed  in  the  colonies, 
and  by  a  late  ftatute,  fuch  trials  have  been  directed  in  cafes  there¬ 
in  mentioned: 

And  wiiereas,  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  three  ftatutes  were 
made  ;  one  entitled,  u  An  act  to  difeontinue,  in  fuch  manner  and  for 
“  fuch  time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and  difeharging, 
“  lading,  or  fhipping  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at  the  town, 
u  and  within  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
u  fetts-Bay  in  North-America another  entitled,  “  An  a£t  for 
“  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  Maffa- 
“  chufetts-Bay  in  New  England and  another  entitled,  “  An  adt 
“  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  in  the  cafes  of  perfons 

queftioned  for  any  act  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the 
“  law,  or  for  the  fuppreffion  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province 
“  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay  in  New  England  and  another  ftatute 
was  then  made,  u  for  making  more  effectual  provifton  for  the  go- 
“  vernment  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  See.”  All  which  ftatutes 
are  impolitic,  unjuft,  and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconftitutional,  and 
moft  dangerous  and  deftrudtive  of  American  rights: 

And  whereas,  affemblies  have  been  frequently  diffolved,  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  when  they  attempted  to  deliberate  on 
grievances ;  and  their  dutiful,  humble,  loyal,  and  reafonable  peti¬ 
tions  to  the  crown  for  redrefs,  have  been  repeatedly  treated  with 
contempt,  by  his  majefty’s  minifters  of  date  : 

The  good  people  of  the  feveral  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bav,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and 
Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Garolina,  and 
South-Carolina,  juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  arbitrary  proceedings  of 
parliament  and  adminiftration,  have  feverally  elected,  conftituted, 
and  appointed  deputies  to  meet,  and  fit  in  general  Congrefs,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  fuch  eftablifhment,  as  that 
their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  may  not  be  fubverted:  Where¬ 
upon  the  deputies  fo  appointed  being  now  alTembled,  in  a  full  and 
Vol.  I.  E 


28 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


free  reprefentation  of  thefe  colonies,  taking  into  their  mod  feriotis 
confideration,  the  belt  means  of  attaining  the  ends  aforefaid,  do,  in 
the  firit  place,  as  Englifhmen,  their  anceftors  in  like  cafes  have  ufu- 
ally  done,  for  averting  and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties. 
DECLARE, 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Englifh  colonies  in  North-America, 
by  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  feveral  charters  or  compadls,  have  the  following 
RIGHTS  : 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D,  1.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty, 
,^2-nd  property:  and  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  fovereign  power 
'^/whatever,  a  right  to  dilpofe  of  either  without  their  confent. 

Resolved ,  A.  C.  D.  2.  That  our  anceftors,  who  firfh  fettled  thefe 
colonies,  were  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the  mother 
country,  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  free 
and  natural-born  fubjedfs,  within  the  realm  of  England. 

Resolved ,  N.  C.  D .  3.  That  by  fuch  emigration  they  by  no  means 
forfeited,  farrendered,  or  loft  any  of  thofe  rights,  but  that  they 
were,  and  their  defeendants  now  are,  entitled  to  the  exercife  and 
enjoyment  of  all  fuch  of  them,  as  their  local  and  other  circum- 
fiances  enable  them  to  exercife  and  enjoy. 

Resolved ,  4.  That  the  foundation  of  Englifh  liberty,  and  of  all 
free  government,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  their  le- 
giilative  council:  and  as  the  Englifh  colonifts  are  not  reprefented, 
and  from  their  local  and  other  circumftances,  cannot  properly  be  re- 
prefented  in  the  Eritifli  parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and 
exclulive  power  of  legiflation  in  their  feveral  provincial  legiflatures, 
where  their  right  of  reprefentation  can  alone  be  preferved,  in  all 
cafes  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  fubjeR  only  to  the  negative 
of  their  fovereign,  in  fuch  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  ufed  and 
accuftomed  :  But,  from  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe,  and  a  regard  to 
the  mutual  intereft  of  both  countries,  we  cheerfully  confent  to 
the  operation  of  fuch  a£ts  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  as  are  bo¬ 
na  fide,  reftrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for 
the  purpofe  of  l'ecuring  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole 
empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its 
refpeHive  members ;  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or 
external,  for  railing  a  revenue  on  the  fubje&s,  in  America,  without 
their  confent. 

Resolved ,  N.  C.  D.  5.  That  the  refpe&ive  colonies  are  entitled 
to  the  common  law  of  England,  and  more  efpecially  to  the  great 
and  ineftimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vici¬ 
nage,  according  to  the  courfe  of  that  law. 

Resolved ,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  the 
Englifh  ftatutes,  as  exifted  at  the  time  of  their  colonization;  and 
which  they  have,  by  experience,  refpe£tively  found  to  be  applicable 
to  their  feveral  local  and  other  circumftances. 

Resolved ,  N.  C .  D.  7.  That  thefe,  his  majefty’s  colonies,  are  like* 
■wife  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted  and  con* 
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firmed  to  them  by  royal  charters,  or  fecured  by  their  feveral  codes 
of  provincial  laws. 

Resolved ,  N,  C .  D*  8.  That  they  have  a  right  peaceably  to  af* 
femble,  coniider  of  their  grievances,  and  petition  the  king  ;  and 
that  all  profecutions,  prohibitory  proclamations,  and  commitments 
for  the  fame,  are  illegal. 

Resolved ,  iv,  C,  23,  9.  That  the  keeping  a  handing  army  in 
thefe  colonies,  in  times  of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  legifla- 
ture  of  that  colony,  in  which  fuch  army  is  kept,  is  againft  law. 

Resolved ,  N,  C,  2J,  10.  It  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  good  go¬ 
vernment,  and  rendered  effential  by  the  Englilh  conftitution,  that 
the  conftituent  branches  of  the  legiflature  be  independent  of  each 
other;  that,  therefore,  the  exercife  of  legiflative  power  in  feveral 
colonies,  by  a  council  appointed,  during  pleafure,  by  the  crown,  is 
unconftitutional,  dangerous  and  deftrubtive  to  the  freedom  of  Ame¬ 
rican  legiilation. 

All  and  each  of  which  the  aforefaid  deputies,  in  behalf  of  them- 
felves,  and  their  conftituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  inlift  on,  as 
their  indubitable  rights  and  liberties  ;  which  cannot  be  legally 
taken  from  them,  altered  or  abridged  by  any  power  whatever,  with¬ 
out  their  own  confent,  by  their  reprefentatives  in  their  feveral 
provincial  legiflatures. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry,  we  find  many  infringements  and  vi¬ 
olations  of  the  foregoing  rights,  which,  from  an  ardent  defire,  that 
harmony  and  mutual  intercourfe  of  affection  and  intereft  may  be  re- 
ftored,  we  pafs  over  for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  ftate  fuch  abls 
and  meafures  as  have  been  adopted  fince  the  laft  war,  which  de- 
monftrate  a  fyftem  formed  to  enflave  America.  j 

Resolved ,  N,  C.  D •  That  the  following  abls  of  parliament  are 
infringements  and  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  colonifts  ;  and  that 
the  repeal  of  them  is  effentially  neceffary,  in  order  to  reftore  harmo¬ 
ny  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  viz. 

The  feveral  acls  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  15.  and  ch.  34.- — 5  Geo.  III. 
ch.  25.-6  Geo.  III.  ch.  52.-7  Geo.  III.  ch.  41.  and  ch.  46— 
8  Geo.  III.  ch.  22.  which  impofe  duties  for  thepurpofe  of  railing  a 
revenue  in  America,  extend  the  power  of  the  admiralty  courts  be¬ 
yond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  fubjebl  of  trial  by 
jury,  authorife  the  judges  certificate  to  indemnify  the  profecu tor 
from  damages,  that  he  might  otherwife  be  liable  to,  requiring  op- 
preffive  fecurity  from  a  claimant  of  fhips  and  goods  feized,  before 
he  (hall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  and  are  fubverfive  of 
American  rights. 

Alfo  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24.  intituled,  u  An  abl  for  the  better  fecur- 

ing  his  majefty’s  dock-yards,  magazines,  fhips,  ammunition,  and 
<c  (lores,”  which  declares  a  new  offence  in  America,  and  deprives  the 
American  fubjebl  of  a  conftitutional  trial  by  jury  of  the  vicinage,  by 
author? fimg  the  trial  of  any  perfon,  charged  with  the  committing 
any  offence  described  in  the  laid  acf,  out  of  the  realm,  to  be  indibled 
and  tried  for  the  fame  in  any  Ihire  or  county  within  the  realm* 
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.  Alfo  the  three  afts  patted  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  for  flop, 
pmg  the  port  and  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  for  altering  the 
charter  and  government  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  that  which  is  en- 
titles  An  add  tor  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice,  &c.” 

Alio  the  adt  patted  in  the  fame  feflion  for  eftabliflnng  the  Roman 
Lathohc  religion,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  abolifhing  the  equita- 
o  e  iyltem  of  EngHh  laws,  and  eredting  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great 
danger,  (from  fo  total  a  ditfimilaritv  of  religion,  law  and  govern- 

V16  nei&hbouring  Britifh  colonies,  by  the  afliftance  of 
whoxe  blood  and  treafure  the  laid  country  was  conquered  from 
X  ranee.  L 

r  ac^  Pa^e<^  *n  tbe  fame  feflion,  for  the  better  providing 

Ratable  quarters  tor  officers  and  foldiers  in  his  majefly’s  fervice,  in 
North- America.  J  7  ’ 

.  Alfo>  that  the  keeping  a  (landing  armv  in  feveral  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  in  time  of  peace,  withou  t  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  of  that 
colony,  in  which  fuch  army  is  kept,  is  againft  law. 

To  thefe  grievous  acts  and  meatures,  Americans  cannot  fubmit, 
but  in  hopes  their  fellow  fubjeds  in  Great-Britain  will,  on  a  revifion 
of  tnem,  roftore  us  to  that  ftate,  in  which  both  countries  found 
happinefs  and  piolpeiity,  we  have  for  the  prefent,  onlv  refolved  to 
purfue  the  following  peaceable  measures':"  1.  To  enter  into  a  non- 
impoi  cation,  non-coniumption,  and  non-exportation  agreement  or 
alfociation.  2.  To  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Bri¬ 
tain,  and  a  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  Britifh  America:  and 
3.  Tc  prepare  a  loyal  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  agreeable  to  refolutions 
already  entered  into. 

A  letter  being  received  from  feveral  gentlemen  in  Georgia,  wag 
read. 


SjruvDAr,  October  15,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  plan  for  carry¬ 
ing  into  efFedt  the  non-importation,  &c.  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
on  that  fubjedt,  adjourned  till  Monday. 


MoNDjr ,  October  17,  1774. 

Mr.  John  Dickinfon  appeared  in  Congrefs  as  a  deputy  for  the 
province  of  Pennfylvania,  and  produced  his  credentials  as  follows: 
u  In  Assembly ,  October  15,  1774.  A .  M. 

u  Upon  motion  by  Mr.  Rofs, 

“  Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Dickinfon  he,  and  he  is  hereby,  added  to 
“  the  committee  of  deputies,  appointed  by  the  late  affembly  of  this 
44  province,  to  attend  the  general  Congrefs  now  fitting  in  the  city 
44  of  Philadelphia  on  American  grievances. 

44  By  order  of  the  Houfe, 

44  Cba .  Moore ,  Clk.  of  the  Attembly.1* 

The  faro^  being  approved,  Mr.  Dickinfon  took  his  feat  as  one  of 
the  deputies  for  the  province  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  plan  of  af- 
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fiociation,  &c.  and  after  fpending  the  remainder  of  the  day  on  that 
fubjeft,  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat ,  October  18,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  plan  of  affocla- 
tion,  8vC.  and  after  fun  dry  amendments,  the  fame  was  agreed  to? 
and  ordered  to  be  tranfcribed,  that  it  may  be  figned  by  the  feveraE 
members. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of 
Great-Britain,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered, 
to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perufai  of  the  members,  and  to  be  taken, 
into  confideration  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  October  19,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to  the 
people  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphsf 
and  fundry  amendments  made,  the  fame  was  re-committed,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  amendments  may  be  taken  in. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thefe  colonies,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered ,  That  this  memorial  be  taken  into  confideration  to¬ 
morrow# 


Thursday  October  20,  1774. 

The  alTociation  being  copied,  was  read  and  figned  at  the  table, 
and  is  as  follows:— 

WE,  his  majefty’s  moil;  loyal  fubje&s,  the  delegates  of  the  feve- 
ral  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Ray,  Rhode-Illand, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three  lewd¬ 
er  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  and  Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  deputed  to  repre¬ 
sent  them  in  a  continental  Congrefs,  held  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  September,  1774,  avowing  our  allegiance 
to  his  majefly,  our  affeCtion  and  regard  for  our  feilow-fubjeCts  in 
Great-Britain  and  elfewhere,  affeCted  with  the  deepeft  anxiety,  and 
moil  alarming  apprehenfions,  atthofe  grievances  and  diflreffes,  with 
which  his  majefty’s  American  fubjeCts  are  oppreffed  ;  and  having 
taken  under  our  mod  ferious  deliberation,  the  date  of  the  whole 
Continent,  find,  that  the  prefent  unhappy  fituation  of  our  affairs  ig 
occafioned  by  a  ruinous  fydem  of  colony  adminiftration,  adopted  by 
the  Britidi  minidry  about  the  year  1763,  evidently  calculated  for 
inflaving  thefe  colonies,  and,  with  them,  the  Britifh  empire.  In 
profecution  of  which  fydem,  various  a£ls  of  parliament  have  been 
palled,  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America,  for  depriving  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fubjeCts,  in  many  indances,  of  the  conditutional  trial  by  jury, 
expofing  their  lives  to  danger,  by  directing  a  new  and  illegal  trial 
beyond  the  feas,  for  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in 
America :  And  in  profecution  of  the  fame  fydem,  feveral  late,  cru- 
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am.  oppreftiveaCts  have  been  pafled,  refpeCting  the  town  of  Bof*. 
ton  and  the  Mafiachuietts-Bay,  and  alfo  an  aCt  for  extending  the 
piovince  oi  (Quebec,  io  as  to  border  on  the  weftern  frontiers  of 
thefe  colonies,  ciiabldhing  an  arbitrary  government  therein,  and 
encouraging  the  iettlement  oi  Britifh  fubjeCts  in  that  wide  extend- 
Cu  country;  thus,  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and  ancient 
prejudices,  to  difpoie  the  inhabitants  to  ad  with  hoftility  againft  the 

^ree  Proteftant  colonies,  whenever  a  wicked  miniftry  ihall  chufe  fo 
to  dired  them. 

1  o  obtain  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances,  which  threaten  deflrudion 
to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  his  majefty’s-fubjeds,  in  North- 

merica,  we  are  oi  opinion,  that  a  non-importation,  non-confump- 
tion,  and  non-exportation  agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to,  will 
£.To\e  the  mod  fpeedy,  eflfedual,  and  peaceable  meafure  i  And,  there¬ 
fore,  we  do,  ior  ourielves,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  colo¬ 
nies,  whom  we  reprefent,  firmly  agree  and  aiTociate,  under  the  fa- 
cred  ties  oi  virtue,  honour  and  love  of  our  country,  as  follows  : 

Firii,  That  from  and  after  the  firfi  day  of  December  next,  we  will 
not  import,  into  Britiih  America,  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland, 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  whatfoever,  or  from  any  other 
place,  any  iuch  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  as  ihall  have  been 
exported  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland;  nor  will  we,  after  that 
day,  import  any  Ead-India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world  ;  nor  any 
mollifies,  fyrups,  paneles,  coffee,  or  pimento,  from  the  Britiih 
plantations  or  from  Dominica;  nor  wines  from  Madeira,  or  the 
Weftern  Ifiands;  nor  foreign  indigo. 

Second,  vVe  will  neither  import  nor  purchafe,  any  flave  import¬ 
ed  after  the  firfi  day  of  December  next  ;  after  which  time,  we  will 
wholly  diicontinue  the  Have  trade,  and  will  neither  he  concerned  in 
it  ourielves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  veffels,  nor  fell  our  commodities 
or  manufactures  to  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

Third,  As  a  non-confumption  agreement,  ftridtly  adhered  to,  will 
be  an  effectual  fecurity  for  the  observation  of  the  non-importation, 
we,  as  above,  folemnly  agree  and  affoeiate,  that  from  this  day,  we 
will  not  purchafe  or  ule  any  tea,  imported  on  account  of  the  Ead- 
India  company,  or  any  on  which  i  duty  hath  been  or  (hall  be  paid  ; 
and  from  and  after  the  fird  day  of  March  next,  we  will  not  purchafe 
or  life  any  Ead-India  tea  whatever;  nor  will  we,  nor  Ihall  any  per¬ 
son  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe  any  of  thofe  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  we  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which  we  ihall  know, 
or  have  caufe  to  fufpeCt,  were  imported  after  the  fird  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  except  fuch  as  come  under  the  rules  and  directions  of  the 
tenth  article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourth,  The  earned  defire  we  have  not  to  iniiire  our  fellow-fub- 
jeCts  in  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft-Indies,  induces  us  to 
fufpend  a  non-exportation,  until  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775  ; 
at  which  time,  if  the  faid  aCts  and  parts  of  aids  of  the  Britiih  parlia¬ 
ment  herein  after  mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  we  will  not  diredt- 
jy  or  indirectly,  export  any  merchandize  or  commodity  whatfoever 
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to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft-Indies,  except  rice  to  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Fifth,  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  ufe  the  Britlfli  and  Irilh  trade* 
-will  give  orders,  as  foon  as  pofiible,  to  their  fa&ors,  agents  and  cor- 
refpondents,  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  Clip  any  goods  to 
them,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  as  they  cannot  be  received  is* 
America;  and  if  any  merchant,  reading  in  Great-Britain  or  Ireland* 
fhall  diredtly  or  indire&ly  fliip  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize* 
for  America,  in  order  to  break  the  laid  non-importation  agreement* 
or  in  any  manner  contravene  the  fame,  on  inch  unworthy  conduct 
being*  well  attefted,  it  ought  to  be  made  public  ;  and,  on  the  fame 
being  fo  done,  we  will  not,  from  thenceforth,  have  any  commercial 
connexion  with  fuch  merchant. 

Sixth,  That  fuch  as  are  owners  of  veffels  will  give  pofttive  or¬ 
ders  to  their  captains,  or  mailers,  not  to  receive  on  board  their 
veffels  any  goods  prohibited  by  the  faid  non-importation  agree¬ 
ment,  on  pain  of  immediate  difmiffion  from  their  fervice. 

Seventh,  We  will  ufe  our  utmofl  endeavours  to  improve  the  breed 
of  fheep,  and  increafe  their  number  to  the  greateft  extent  ;  and  to 
that  end,  we  will  kill  them  as  feldom  as  may  be,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  mod  profitable  kind  ;  nor  will  we  export  any  to  the  Wed-Indie's 
or  elfewhere  ;  and  thofe  of  us,  who  are  or  may  become  overdocked 
with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare  any  fheep,  will  difpofe  of  them  to 
our  neighbours,  efpecially  to  the  poorer  fort,  on  moderate  terms. 

Eighth,  We  will,  in  our  feveral  dations,  encourage  frugality,  (Eco¬ 
nomy,  and  indudry,  and  promote  agriculture,  arts  and  the  manu¬ 
factures  of  this  country,  efpecially  that  of  wool  ;  and  w  ill  difcoun- 
tenance  and  difcourage  every  fpecies  of  extravagance  and  diffipa- 
tion,  efpecially  all  horfe -racing,  and  all  kinds  of  gaming,  cock 
fighting,  exhibitions  of  fhews,  plays,  and  other  expeidive  diverftbns 
and  entertainments  ;  and  on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend* 
none  of  us,  or  any  of  our  families  will  go  into  any  further  mourning- 
drefs,than  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat,  for  gentlemen* 
and  a  black  ribbon  and  necklace  for  ladies,  and  we  will  difcontinue 
the  giving  of  gloves  and  fcarves  at  funerals. 

Ninth,  Such  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  merchandize  will  not 
take  advantage  of  the  fcarcity  of  goods,  that  may  be  occafioned  by 
this  affociation,  but  will  fell  the  fame  at  the  rates  we  have  been 
refpedtively  accuflomed  to  do,  for  twelve  months  laft  pa  ft  .—And 
if  any  vender  of  goods  or  merchandize  fhall  fell  any  fuch  goods  on 
higher  terms,  or  fhall,  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  device  whatfoever, 
violate  or  depart  from  this  agreement,  no  perfon  ought,  nor  will 
any  of  us  deal  with  any  fuch  perfon,  or  his  or  her  fadior  or  agent, 
at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity  whatever. 

Tenth,  In  cafe  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  perfon,  fhall  import 
any  goods  or  merchandize,  alter  the  firft  day  of  December,  and  before 
the  firft  day  of  February  next,  the  fame  ought  forthwith,  at  the 
election  of  the  owner,  to  be  either  re-fhipped  or  delivered  up  to  the 
committee  of  the  county  or  town,  wherein  they  ftiall  be  imported, 
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to  be  ftored  at  the  rifque  of  the  importer,  until  the  non-importa- 
tion  agreement  fhall  ceafe,  or  be  fold  under  the  direction  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  atorefaid  ;  and  in  the  laft-mentioned  cafe,  the  owner  or  own¬ 
ers  o4:  fuch  goods  fhall  be  reimburfed  out  of  the  fales,  the  firft  coll 
and  charges,  the  profit,  if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and 
employing  inch  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  are  im¬ 
mediate  fufferers  by  the  Bofton  port-bill ;  and  a  particular  account 
cf  all  goods  lo  returned,  ftcred,  or  fold,  to  be  inlerted  in  the  public 
papers  ;  and  if  any  goods  or  merchandizes  (hall  be  imported  after 
the  faid  fir  ft  day  of  February,  the  fame  ought  forthwith  to  be  fent 
back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof. 

Eieventn,  I  hat  a  committee  be  chofen  in  every  county,  city, 
and  town,  by  thofe  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  in 
the  legiflature,  whofe  bufmefs  it  {hall  be  attentively  to  obferve  the 
conduct  of  all  perfons  touching  this  aflociation  ;  and  when  it  fhall 
be  made  to  appear,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  a  majority  of  any  fuch 
committee,  that  any  perfon  within  the  limits  of  their  appointment 
Las  violated  this  affociation,  that  fuch  majority  do  forthwith  caufe 
the  truth  of  the  cafe  to  be  publilbed  in  the  gazette  ;  to  the  end, 
that  all  fuch  foes  to  the  rights  of  Britilh-America  may  be  publicly 
known,  and  univerfally  contemned  as  the  enemies  of  American 
liberty  ;  and  thenceforth  we  refpectively  will  break  oft'  all  dealings 
with  him  or  her. 

Twelfth,  That  the  committee  of  correfpondence,  in  the  refpec- 
tive  colonies,  do  frequently  infpeef  the  entries  of  their  cuftom-hou- 
fes,  and  inform  each  other,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  true  ftate  there¬ 
of,  and  of  every  other  material  circumftance  that  may  occur  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  affociation. 

Thirteenth,  That  all  manufactures  of  this  country  be  fold  at 
reafonable  prices,  fo  that  no  undue  advantage  be  taken  of  a  future 
fcarcity  of  goods. 

Fourteenth,  And  we  do  further  agree  and  refolve,  that  we  will 
have  no  trade,  commerce,  dealings  or  intercourfe  whatfoever,  with 
any  colony  or  province,  in  North-America,  which  fhall  not  accede 
to,  or  which  fhall  hereafter  violate  this  affociation,  but  will  hold 
them  as  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  and  as  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country. 

And  we  do  folemnly  bindcurfelves  and  our  c.onftituents,  under  the 
ties  aforefaid,  to  adhere  to  this  affociation,  until  fuch  parts  of  the  fe- 
veral  adls  of  parliament,  paffed  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  as  im- 
pofe  or  continue  duties  on  tea,  wine,  molaffes,  fyrups,  paneles,  cof¬ 
fer,  fugar,  pimento,  indigo,  foreign  paper,  glafs,  and  painteis  co¬ 
lours,  imported  into  America,  and  extend  the  powers  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American, 
fubjedt  of  trial  by  jury,  authorife  the  judge’s  certificate  to  in¬ 
demnify  the  profecutor  from  damages,  that  he  might  other 'vife  be 
liable  to,  from  a  trial  by  his  peers,  require  oppreffive  fecurity  from  a 
claimant  of  (hips  or  goods  feized,  before  be  fhall  be  allowed  to  de¬ 
fend  his  property,  are  repealed. — And  until  that  part  of  the  adt  of 
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New-Hampsbire , 


the  12.  G.  3.  ch.  24.  entitled,  a  An  a£l  for  the  better  fecuring 
his  majefly’s  dock-yards,  magazines,  fhips,  ammunition,  and  (lores,” 
by  which  any  perfons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  offen¬ 
ces  therein  defcribed,  in  America,  maybe  tried  in  any  (hire  or  coun¬ 
ty  within  the  realm,  is  repealed. — and  until  the  four  acts,  paffed 
the  lad  feflion  of  parliament,  viz.  that  for  flopping  the  port  and. 
blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Boflon — that  for  altering  the  charter 
and  government  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay — and  that  which  is  en¬ 
titled,  u  An  a£l  for  the  better  adminiflration  of  juflice,  See.” — and 
that  u  For  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,  &c.”  are  repealed* 
And  we  recommend  it  to  the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the 
committees  in  the  refpe6live  colonies,  to  eflablifh  fuch  farther  re¬ 
gulations  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  carrying  into  execution 
this  affociation. 

The  foregoing  affociation  being  determined  upon  by  the  Congrefs, 
was  ordered  to  be  fubferibed  by  the  feveral  members  thereof ;  and 
thereupon,  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  refpedtive  names  accordingly* 
In  Congress ,  Philadelphia ,  October  24. 

Signed,  Peyton  Randolph,  Prefident. 

John  Sullivan, 

Nathaniel  Folfom* 

("Thomas  Cufhing,  a 

Massachusetts— Bay  Joln^Adams^^^ 

(^Robert  Treat  Paine* 

Stephen  Hopkins, 

Samuel  Ward. 

Eliphalet  Dyer, 

Roger  Sherman, 

Silas  Deane. 

Ifaac  Low, 

John  Alfop, 

John  Jay, 

James  Duane, 

William  Floyd, 

Henry;  Wifner, 

S.  Boerum, 

^Philip  Livingflon. 
r James  Kinfey, 
j  William  Livingflon, 

Stephen  Crane, 

J  Richard  Smith, 

LJohn  De  Hart. 

Jofeph  Galloway, 

John  Dickinfon, 

Charles  Humphreys, 

Pennsylvania ,  ^  Thomas  Mifflin, 

Edward  Biddle, 

John  Morton, 

George  Rofs. 

V ol*  I,  F 


Pbode-Island* 


Connecticut , 


New~York, 


New-Jerseyj 
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New-Castle ,  tVc. 


Maryland , 


Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 


South -Carolina , 


Cxfar  Rodney, 
Thomas  M’Kean, 
^George  Read. 
["Matthew  Tilghman, 
J  Thomas  Johnfon, 
j  William  Paca, 
(^Samuel  Chafe. 

["  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
George  Waihington, 
J  P.  Henry,  jun. 

<  Richard  Bland, 
Benjamin  Harrifon, 
(^Edmund  Pendleton. 
William  Hooper, 
Jofeph  Elewes, 

R.  Cafwell. 

Henry  Middleton, 
Thomas  Lynch, 
Chriftopher  Gadfden, 
John  Rutledge, 
Edward  Rutledge. 


The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  and  after  debate  thereon,  ad¬ 
journed  till  to-morrow. 

TniTOAr,  October  21,  1774. 

The  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain  being  brought  in, 
and  the  amendments  dire&ed  being  made,  the  fame  was  approved, 
and  is  as  follows  :  r 

To  the  people  of  Great-Britain ,  from  the  delegates  appointed 
by  the  several  English  colonies  of  New- Hampshire ,  Massa¬ 
chusetts-Bay ,  Rbode-Tsland  and  Providence  Plantations ,  Connec¬ 
ticut ,  New-Tork ,  New -Jersey,  Pennsylvania ,  the  lower  counties 
on  Delaware ,  Maryland ,  Virginia ,  North-Car olina  and  South- 
Carolina ,  to  consider  of  their  grievances  in  general  Congress ,  at 
Philadelphia ,  September  5th ,  1774. 

FRIENDS  AND  FELLOW  SUBJECTS, 

WHEN  a  nation,  led  to  greatnefs  by  the  hand  of  liberty,  and 
pofTcffed  of  all  the  glory  that  heroifm,  munificence,  and  humanity 
can  bellow,  defcends  to  the  ungrateful  talk  of  forging  chains  for 
her  friends  and  children,  and  inftead  of  giving  fupport  to  freedom, 
turns  advocate  for  flavery  and  opprefifion,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedfc 
/he  has  either  ceafed  to  be  virtuous,  or  been  extremely  negligent  in 
the  appointment  of  her  rulers. 

In  almofl  every  age,  in  repeated  conflicts,  in  long  and  bloody  wars, 
as  well  civil  as  foreign,  againft  many  and  powerful  nations,  againft 
the  open  alTaults  of  enemies,  and  the  more  dangerous  treachery  of 
friends,  have  the  inhabitants  of  your  i/land,  your  great  and  glorious 
anceflors,  maintained  their  independence,  and  tranfmittedthe  rights 
of  men,  and  the  bleftings  of  liberty,  to  you  their  pollerity. 
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Be  not  furprized,  therefore,  that  we,  who  are  defcended  from  the 
fame  common  anceflors  ;  that  we,  whole  forefathers  participated 
in  all  the  rights,  the  liberties,  and  the  conftitution,  you  fo  juftly 
boall  of,  and  who  have  carefully  conveyed  the  fame  fair  inheritance 
to  us,  guarantied  by  the  plighted  faith  of  government  and  the  moll 
folemn  compads  with  Britilh  fovereigns,  lliouid  refufe  to  furrender 
them  to  men,  who  found  their  claims  on  no  principles  of  reafon, 
and  who  profecute  them  with  a  defign,  that  by  having  our  lives 
and  property  in  their  power,  they  may,  with  the  greateft  facility, 
enllave  you. 

The  caufe  of  America  is  now  the  objed  of  univerfal  attention: 
it  has  at  length  become  very  ferious.  This  unhappy  country  has 
not  only  been  oppreffed,  but  abufed  and  mifreprefented;  and  the 
duty  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and  pofterity,  to  your  intereft,  and  the 
general  welfare  of  the  Britilh  empire,  leads  us  to  addrefs  you  on 
this  very  important  fubjed.  ♦  * 

Know  then ,  That  we  confider  ourfelves,  and  do  infill,  that  we 
are  and  ought  to  be,  as  free  as  our  fellow-fubjeds  in  Britain,  and 
that  no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  our  property  from  us, 
without  our  confent. 

That  we  claim  all  the  benefits  fecured  to  the  fubjed  by  the  En- 
glilh  conftitution,  and  particularly  that  ineftimable  one  of  trial  by 

jul7- 

That  we  hold  it  effential  to  Englilh  liberty,  that  no  man  be  con¬ 
demned  unheard,  or  punilhed  for  fuppoled  offences,  without  having 
an  opportunity  of  making  his  defence. 

That  we  think  the  legiftature  of  Great-Britain  is  not  authorized, 
by  the  conftitution,  to  eftablifh  a  religion,  fraught  with  fanguinary 
and  impious  tenets,  or,  to  ered  an  arbitrary  form  of  government, 
in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  Thefe  rights  we,  as  well  as  you,  deem 
facred  and  yet,  facred  as  they  are,  they  have,  with  many  others, 
been  repeatedly  and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  not  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  Great-Britain,  lords  of  their 
own  property  ?  can  it  be  taken  from  them,  without  their  confent  ? 
will  they  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of  any  man,  or  number 
of  men  whatever  ?- — You  know  they  will  not. 

Why  then  are  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  America  lefs  lords 
of  their  property  than  you  are  of  yours  ?  or  why  fhould  they  fub- 
nut  it  to  the  difpofal  of  your  parliament,  or  any  other  parliament,  or 
council  in  the  world,  not  of  their  eledion  ?  can  the  intervention 
of  the  fea,  that  divides  us,  caufe  difparity  in  rights,  or  can  any  re^- 
fon  be  given,  why  Englilh  fubjeds,  who  live  three  thoufand  miles 
from  the  royal  palace,  fhould  enjoy  lefs  liberty  than  thofe  who  are 
three  hundred  miles  diftant  from  it  ? 

Reafon  looks  with  indignation  on  luch  diftindions,  and  freemen 
can  never  perceive  their  propriety.  And  yet,  however  chimerical 
and  unjuft  fuch  difcriminations  are,  the  parliament  affert,  that  they 
have  a  right  to  bind  us,  in  all  cafes,  without  exception,  whether  we 
confent  or  not ;  that  they  may  take  and  life  our  property  when  and 
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in  what  manner  they  pleafe ;  that  we  are  penfioners  on  their  bounty, 
i(,  i  aii  tiiat  w e  poflefs,  and  can  hold  it  no  longer  than  they  vouch- 
fafe  to  permit.  Such  declarations  we  confider  as  herefies  in  Englifh 
politics,  andwhich  can  no  more  operate  to  deprive  us  of  our  proper¬ 
ty,  than  the  interdicts  of  the  pope  can  diveft  kings  of  fceptres, 

which  the  laws  of  the  land  and  the  voice  of  the  people  have  placed 
in  their  hands. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war — a  war  rendered  glorious  by 
the  abilities  and  integrity  of  a  minifler,  to  whofe  efforts,  the  Britifh 
empire  owes  its  fafety  and  its  fame  :  At  the  conclufion  of  this  war, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  an  inglorious  peace,  formed  under  the  au- 
fpices  oi  a  minifler,  of  principles,  and  of  a  family  unfriendly  to  the 
Proteftant  caufe,  and  inimical  to  liberty  -We  lay,  at  this  period, 
and  under  the  influence  of  that  man,  a  plan,  for  enflaving  your  fel- 
low-fubjects  in  America,  was  concerted,  and  has  ever  fmce  been 
pertinacioufly  carrying  into  execution. 

Prior  to  this  sera  you  were  content  withdrawing  from  us  the  wealth 
produced  by  our  commerce.  You  reftrained  our  trade  in  every  way 
that  could  conduce  to  your  emolument.  You  exercifed  unboun¬ 
ded  fovereignty  over  the  fea.  You  named  the  ports  and  nations, 
to  which  alone  our  merchandize  fhould  be  carried,  and  with  whom 
alone  we  fhould  trade  ;  and  though  fome  of  thefe  reflrictions  were 
grievous,  we  ne\eithelefs  did  not  complain  j  we  looked  up  to  you 
as  to  our  parent  ftate,  to  which  we  were  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties 
and  were  happy  in  being  inftrumental  to  your  profperity  and  your 
grandeur. 

We  call  upon  you  yourfelves,  to  witnefs  our  loyalty  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  common  pntereft  of  the  whole  empire :  did  we  not, 
in  the  laft  war,  add  all  the  flrength  of  this  vafl  continent  to  the  force 
which  repelled  our  common  enemy  ?  did  we  not  leave  our  native 
fhores,  and  meet  difeafe  and  death,  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  arms  in  foreign  climates  ?  did  you  not  thank  us  for  our  zeal, 
and  even  reimburfe  us  large  fums  of  money,  which,  you  confeffed, 
we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion,  and  far  beyond  our  abili¬ 
ties  ?  You  did. 

I  o  what  caufes,  then,  are  we  to  attribute  the  fudden  change  of 
treatment,  and  that  fyftem  of  flavery  which  was  prepared  for  us  at 
the  refloration  of  peace  ? 

Before  we  had  recovered  from  the  diftreffes  which  ever  attend 
war,  an  attempt  was  made  to  drain  this  country  of  all  its  money, 
by  the  oppreflive  ftamp-adt.  Paint,  glafs,  and  other  commodities, 
which  you  would  not  permit  us  to  purchafe  of  other  nations,  were 
taxed  ;  nay,  although  no  wine  is  made  in  any  country,  fubjedt  to 
the  Britifh  ftate,  you  prohibited  cur  procuringit  of  foreigners,  with¬ 
out  paying  a  tax,  impofed  by  your  parliament,  on  all  we  imported, 
i  hefe  and  many  other  impositions  were  laid  upon  us  mofl  unjuftly 
and  unconflitutionally,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  railing  a  reve- 
mie* — In  order  to  Silence  complaint,  it  was,  indeed,  provided,  that 
this  revenue  fhould  be  expended  in  America  for  its  prctedtion  and 
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Fence o— The fe  exadlions,  however,  can  receive  no  juftification 
from  a  pretended  neceftity  of  protecting  and  defending  us  ;  they 
are  laviihly  Squandered  on  court  favourites  and  minifterial  depen¬ 
dents,  generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,  and  employing  them- 
feives  by  partial  reprefentations,  to  traduce  and  embroil  the  colo¬ 
nies.  For  the  neceffary  fupport  of  government  here,  we  ever  were 
and  ever  fliall  be  ready  to  provide*  And  whenever  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate  may  require  it,  we  lla all,  as  we  have  heretofore  done, 
chearfully  contribute  our  full  proportion  of  men  and  money.  To 
enforce  this  unconftitutional  and  unjuft  fcheme  of  taxation,  every 
fence  that  the  wifdom  of  our  Britilh  anceftors  had  carefully  erect¬ 
ed  againft  arbitrary  power,  has  been  violently  thrown  down  in 
America,  and  the  ineftimable  right  of  trial  by  jury  taken  away  in 
cafes  that  touch  both  life  and  property. — It  was  ordained,  that 
whenever  offences  fhould  be  committed  in  the  colonies  againft  par¬ 
ticular  a£ls,  impoling  various  duties  and  reftridlions  upon  trade, 
the  profecutor  might  bring  his  adtion  for  the  penalties  in  the 
courts  of  admiralty  ;  by  which  means  the  fubject  loft  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  being  tried  by  an  honeft  uninfluenced  jury  of  the  vicinage, 
and  was  fubjedted  to  the  fad  neceftity  of  being  judged  by  a  Single 
man,  a  creature  of  the  crown,  and  according  to  the  conrfe  of  a 
law,  which  exempts  the  profecutor  from  the  trouble  of  proving  his 
accufation,  and  obliges  the  defendant  either  to  evince  his  inno¬ 
cence,  or  to  fuffer.  To  give  this  neve  judicatory  the  greater  im¬ 
portance,  and  as  if  with  deftgn  to  protedt  falfe  accufers,  it  is  fur¬ 
ther  provided,  that  the  judge’s  certificate  of  there  having  been 
probable  caufes  of  feizure  and  profecution,  fhall  protedt  the  profe- 
cutor  from  actions  at  common  lave  for  recovery  of  damages. 

By  the  courfe  of  our  law,  offences  committed  in  fuch  of  the 
Britifh  dominions,  in  which  courts  are  eftablifhed,  and  juftice  duly 
and  regularly  adminiftered,  fhall  be  there  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  vi¬ 
cinage.  There  the  offenders  and  the  witneffes  are  known,  and  the 
degree  of  credibility,  to  be  given  to  their  teftimony,  can  be  afccr- 
tained. 

In  all  thefe  colonies,  juftice  is  regularly  and  impartially  adminis¬ 
tered,  and  yet,  by  the  conftrudtion  of  fome,  and  the  diredtiou  of  other 
acts  of  parliament,  offenders  are  to  be  taken  by  force,  together  with 
all  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  pointed  out  as  witneffes,  and  carried  to 
England,  there  to  be  tried  in  a  diftant  land,  by  a  jury  of  ftrangers, 
and  fubjedt  to  all  the  difadvantages  that  refult  from  want  of  friends, 
want  of  witneffes,  and  want  of  money. 

When  the  deftgn  of  railing  a  revenue,  from  the  duties  impofed 
on  the  importation  of  tea  into  America,  had  in  great  meafure  been 
rendered  abortive,  by  our  ceaftng  to  import  that  commodity,  a  ft:  he  me 
was  concerted  by  the  miniftry  with  the  Eaft-Xndia  company,  and 
an  act  paffed,  enabling  and  encouraging  them  to  tranfport  and  vend 
it  in  the  colonies.  Aware  of  the  danger  of  giving  fuccefs  to  this 
inftdious  manoeuvre,  and  of  permitting  a  precedent  of  taxation, 
thus  to  be  eftablifhed  among  us,  various  methods  were  adopted  to 
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elude  the  Broke.  The  people  of  BoB-on,  then  ruled  by  a  governor, 
whom,  as  well  as  his  predecenor,  fir  Francis  Bernard,  all  America 
confiders  as  her  enemy,  were  exceedingly  embarraffed.  The  Blips,, 
which  had  arrived  with  the  tea,  were,  by  his  management,  prevented 
from  returning.—* The  duties  would  have  been  paid;  the  cargoes 
landed  and  expofed  to  fale;  a  governor’s  influence  would  have  procu¬ 
red  and  protected  many  purchasers.  While  the  town  wasfulpendedby 
deliberations  on  this  important  fubjedt,  the  tea  was  dtBroyed.  Even 
fuppollngatrefpafs  was  thereby  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
tea  entitled  to  damages,  the  courts  of  lav/  were  open,  and  judges, 
appointed  by  the  crown,  prefided  in  them.— -The  EaB-India  com¬ 
pany,  however,  did  not  think  proper  to  commence  any  fuits,  nor  did 
tney  even  demand  fatisfaction,  either  from  individuals,  or  from  the 
community  in  general,  the  miniftry,  it  feems,  officioufly  made  the 
cafe  their  own,  and  the  great  council  of  the  nation  defeended  to 
intermeddle  with  a  difpute  about  private  property.  Divers  papers, 
letters,  and  other  unauthenticated  ex  parte  evidence  were  laid  before 
them;  neither  the  perfons  who  deftroyed  the  tea,  nor  the  people  of 
Bofton,  were  called  upon  to  anfwer  the  complaint.  The  miniBry, 
incenfed  by  being  difappointed  in  a  favourite  fcheme,  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  recur  from  the  little  arts  of  fineffe,  to  open  force  and  un¬ 
manly  violence.  The  port  of  BoBon  was  blocked  up  by  a  fleet,  and 
an  army  placed  in  the  town.  Their  trade  was  to  be  fufpended,  and 
thoufands  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  gaining  fubfiBence  from  cha¬ 
rity,  till  they  fhould  fubmit  to  pafs  under  the  yoke,  and  confent  to 
become  (laves,  by  confefling  the  omnipotence  of  parliament,  and 
acquiefcing  in  whatever  difpofition  they  might  think  proper  to  make 
of  their  lives  and  property. 

Let  juftice  and  humanity  ceafe  to  be  the  boaft  of  your  nation  ! 
confult  your  hiftcry,  examine  your  records  of  former  tranfa&ions  ; 
nay,  turn  to  the  annals  of  the  many  arbitrary  Bates  and  kingdoms 
that  fur  round  you,  and  Blew  us  a  Bugle  inftance  of  men  being  con¬ 
demned  to  fufFer  for  imputed  crimes,  unheard,  unquestioned,  arid 
without  even  the  fpecious  formality  of  a  trial ;  and  that,  too,  by  laws 
made  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe,  and  which  had  no  exiBcnce  at  the 
time  of  the  fact  committed.  If  it  be  difficult  to  reconcile  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  your  laws  and  conBitution, 
the  talk  will  become  more  arduous,  when  we  call  upon  our  miniBe- 
rial  enemies  to  juftify,  not  only  condemning  men  untried,  and  by 
hear  fay,  but  involving  the  innocent  in  one  common  puniflimeut 
witli  the  guilty,  and  for  the  a£t  of  thirty  or  forty,  to  bring  poverty, 
diftrcls,  and  calamity,  on  thirty  thou  land  fouls,  and  thofe  not  your 
enemies,  but  your  friends,  brethren,  and  fellow-fubjedts. 

It  would  be  feme  confolation  to  us,  if  the  catalogue  of  Ameri¬ 
can  oppreffions  ended  here.  It  gives  us  pain  to  be  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  reminding  you,  that  under  the  confidence  repofed  in 
the  faith  of  government,  pledged  in  a  royal  charter  from  a  BritiBi 
fovereign,  the  fore-fathers  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  left  their  former  habitations,  and  eftabiiBied  that 
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great,  ffourifhirig,  and  loyal  colony.  Without  incurring  or  being 
charged  with  a  forfeiture  of  their  rights,  without  being  heard,  with¬ 
out  being  tried,  without  law,  and  without  juftice,  by  an  act  of  par¬ 
liament,  their  charter  is  deftroyed,  their  liberties  violated,  their  con- 
flitution  and  form  of  government  changed  :  and  all  this  upon  no  bet¬ 
ter  pretence,  than  becaufe  in  one  of  their  towns,  a  trefpafs  was  com¬ 
mitted  on  fome  merchandize,  faid  to  belong  to  one  of  the  compa¬ 
nies,  and  becaufe  the  mimftry  were  of  opinion,  that  fuch  high  poli¬ 
tical  regulations  were  neceffary,  to  compel  due  fubordination  and 
obedience  to  their  mandates. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  capital  grievances  under  which  we  labour* 
We  might  tell  of  diffolute,  weak,  and  wicked  governors  having  been 
fet  over  us  ;  of  legiflatures  being  fufpended  for  afferting  the  rights 
of  Britifh  fubjeds  ;  of  needy  and  ignorant  dependents  on  great  men 
advanced  to  the  feats  of  juftice,  and  to  other  places  of  truft  and  im¬ 
portance  ;  of  hard  reftridions  on  commerce,  and  a  great  variety  of 
leffer  evils,  the  recollection  of  which  is  aJmoft  loft  under  the  weight 
and  preffure  of  greater  and  more  poignant  calamities. 

Now  mark  the  progreffion  of  theminifterial  plan  for  enflaving  us. 

Well  aware  that  fuch  hardy  attempts  to  take  our  property  from 
us,  to  deprive  us  of  that  valuable  right  of  trial  by  jury,  to  feize  our 
perfons  and  carry  us  for  trial  to  Great-Britain,to  blockade  our  ports, 
to  deftroy  our  charters,  and  change  our  forms  of  government,  would 
occafion,  and  had  already  occasioned,  great  difcontent  in  the  colo¬ 
nies,  which  might  produce  oppolkion  to  thefe  meafures  ;  an  a d  wras 
palled  to  protect,  indemnify,  and  fcreen  from  punifhment,  fuch  as 
might  be  guilty  even  of  murder,  in  endeavouring  to  carry  their  op- 
prefUve  edids  into  execution  ;  and  by  another  act  the  dominion  of 
Canada  is  to  be  fo  extended,  modelled,  and  governed,  as  that  by 
being  difunited  from  us,  detached  from  our  interefts,  by  civil  as  well 
as  religious  prejudices,  that  by  their  numbers  daily  (welling  with 
Catholic  emigrants  from  Europe,  and  by  their  devotion  to  admini- 
ftration,  fo  friendly  to  their  religion,  they  might  become  formida¬ 
ble  to  us,  and  on  occafion,  be  fit  inflruments,  in  the  hands  of  power, 
to  reduce  the  ancient,  free  Proteftant  colonies  to  the  fame  hate  of 
flavery  with  themfelves. 

This  was  evidently  the  objed  of  the  ad  :  and  in  this  view,  being 
extremely  dangerous  to  our  liberty  and  quiet,  we  cannot  forbear 
complaining  of  it,  as  hoftile  to  Britifh  America.  Superadcled  to 
thefe  confiderations,  we  cannot  help  deploring  the  unhappy  condition 
to  which  it  has  reduced  the  many  Englifh  fettlers,  who,  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  royal  proclamation,  promiling  the  enjoyment  of  all 
their  rights,  have  purchafed  eftates  in  that  country.— They  are 
now  the  fubjeds  of  an  arbitrary  government,  deprived  of  trial  by- 
jury,  and  when  imprifoned,  cannot  claim  the  benefit  of  the  habeas 
corpus  ad,  that  great  bulwark  and  palladium  of  Enrdifh  liberty 
Nor  can  we  fupprefs  our  altonifhment,  that  a  Britifh  parliament 
fhould  ever  confent  to  eftablilh  in  that  country,  a  religion  that 
has  deluged  your  ifland  in  blood,  and  difperfed  impiety,  biaotry, 
perfecution,  murder,  and  rebellion  through  every  part  of  the  world. 
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This  being  a  true  (late  of  fadts,  let  us  befeech  you  to  conlider 
to  what  end  they  lead. 

Admit  that  the  miniftry,  by  the  powers  of  Britain,  and  the  aid 
of  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbours,  fnould  be  able  to  carry  the 
point  of  taxation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  hate  of  perfect  humiliation 
and  davery  :  Such  an  enterprize  would  doubtlefs  make  fome  ad¬ 
dition  to  your  national  debt,  which  already  preffes  down  your  li¬ 
berties,  and  fills  you  with  penfioners  and  placemen.  We  prefume, 
alio,  that  your  commerce  will  fomewhat  be  diminifhed.  Howe¬ 
ver,  fuppofe  you  Ihould  prove  victorious,  in  what  condition  will 
you  then  be  ?  What  advantages  or  what  laurels  will  you  reap 
from  fuch  a  conqued  ? 

May  not  a  miniftry  with  the  fame  armies  enflave  you? — it  may 
be  faid,  you  will  ceale  to  pay  them, — but  remember  the  taxes  from 
America,  the  wealth,  and  we  may  add  the  men,  and  particularly 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  vad  continent,  will  then  be  in  the 
power  of  your  enemies  ;  nor  will  you  have  any  reafon  to  expedt, 
that  after  making  flaves  of  us,  many  among  us  fhould  refufe  to 
allifc  in  reducing  you  to  the  fame  abject  date. 

Do  not  treat  this  as  chimerical. — Know  that  in  lefs  than  half 
a  century,  the  quit-rents  referved  to  the  crown,  from  the  number- 
lefs  grants  of  this  vafl  continent,  will  pour  large  dreams  of  wealth 
into  the  royal  coffers,  and  if  to  this  be  added,  the  power  of  taxing 
America  at  pleafure,  the  crown  will  be  rendered  independent  of 
you  for  fupplies,  and  will  poiTefs  more  treafure  than  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  purchafe  the  remains  of  liberty  in  your  ifland.—* In  a 
word,  take  care  that  you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing 
for  us. 

We  believe  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much  judice,  and  much 
public  fpirit  in  the  Englifh  nation. — To  that  judice  we  now  ap¬ 
peal.  You  have  been  told  that  we  are  feditious,  impatient  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  delirous  of  independency.  Be  allured  that  thefe 
are  not  facts,  but  calumnies. — Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  your- 
felves,  and  we  (hall  ever  edeem  a  union  with  you,  to  be  our  great- 
ell  glory  and  our  greateft  happinefs  ;  we  lhall  ever  be  ready  to  con¬ 
tribute  all  in  onr  power  to  the  welfare  of  the  empire  ;  we  fhali 
conhder  your  enemies  as  our  enemies,  and  your  intered  as  our  own. 

But,  if  you  are  determined  that  yourminiders  lhall  wantonly  fport 
with  the  rights  of  mankind — if  neither  the  voice  of  judice,  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the  conditution,  or  the  fuggef- 
tions  cf  humanity,  can  redrain  your  hands  from  Ihedding  human 
blood,  in  fuch  an  impious  caufe,  we  mud  then  tell  you,  that  we  will 
never  fubmit  to  be  hewers  of  wood,  or  drawers  of  water,  for  any 
minidry  or  nation  in  the  world. 

Place  us  in  the  fame  fituation  that  we  were  at  the  clofe  of  the 
lad  war,  and  our  former  harmony  will  be  redored. 

But,  led  the  fame  fupinenefs,  and  the  fame  inattention  to  our 
common  intered,  which  you  have  for  feveral  years -fhewn,  fhould 
continue,  we  think  it  prudent  to  anticipate  the  confluences. 
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By  the  definition  of  the  trade  of  Boflon,  the  miniflry  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  induce  fubmiffion  to  their  meafures.  The  like  fate 
may  befal  us  all.  We  will  endeavour,  therefore,  to  live  without 
trade,  and  recur,  for  fubfiftence,  to  the  fertility  and  bounty  of  our 
native  foil,  which  will  afford  us  all  the  neceffaries,  and  fome  of  the 
conveniences,  of  life.  We  have  fufpended  our  importation  from 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and,  in  lefs  than  a  year’s  time,  unlefs 
our  grievances  Ihould  be  redreffed,  fhall  difeontinue  our  exports  to 
thofe  kingdoms  and  the  Wed-Indies. 

It  is  with  the  utrnoft  regret,  however,  that  we  find  ourfelves  com¬ 
pelled,  by  the  over-ruling  principles  of  felf-prefervation,  to  adopt 
meafures  detrimental,  in  their  confequences,  to  numbers  of  our  fel- 
low-fubje&s  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  But,  we  hope,  that  the 
magnanimity  and  juflice  of  the  Britifh  nation  will  furnifh  a  parlia¬ 
ment  of  fuch  wifdom,  independence,  and  public  fpirit,  as  may  fave 
the  violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire,  from  the  devices  of  wicked 
miniflers  and  evil  counfellors,  whether  in  or  out  of  office  ;  and  there¬ 
by  reflore  that  harmony,  friendfhip,  and  fraternal  affection,  between 
all  the  inhabitants  of  his  majedy’s  kingdoms  and  territories,  fo  ar¬ 
dently  wifhed  for,  by  every  true  and  honed  American. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  memorial 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  the  fame  being  de¬ 
bated  by  paragraphs  and  amended,  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows  : 

eTothe  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  of  New-Hampshire ,  Massachusetts - 
Bay ,  Rhode-Islond  and  Providence  Plantations ,  Connecticut ,  New- 
Tork ,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania ,  the  counties  of  Newcastle ,  Kent 
and  Sussex  on  Delaware ,  Maryland ,  Virginia ,  North-Car olina 
and  South-Car  olina: 

FRIENDS  AND  COUNTRYMEN, 

We,  the  delegates  appointed,  by  the  good  people  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  in  September  lad,  for  the  purpofes 
mentioned  by  our  refpedlive  condituents,  have,  inpurfuance  of  the 
trud  repofed  in  us,  affembled,  and  taken  into  our  mod  ferious  con- 
iideration,  the  important  matters  recommended  to  the  Congrefs. 
Our  refolutions  thereupon  will  be  herewith  communicated  to  you. 
But,  as  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  grows,  daily,  more  and  more 
alarming;  and,  as  it  may  be  more  fatisfadtory,  to  you,  to  be  In¬ 
formed,  by  us,  in  a  collective  body,  than  in  any  other  manner,  of 
thofe  fentiments  that  have  been  approved,  upon  a  full  and  free  dif- 
cuffion,  by  the  reprefentatives  of  fo  great  a  part  of  America,  yve 
edeem  ourfelves  obliged  to  add  this  addrefs  to  thefe  refolutions. 

In  every  cafe  of  opposition  by  a  people  to  their  rulers,  or  of  one 
date  to  another,  duty  to  Almighty  God,  the  creator  of  all,  requires 
that  a  true  and  impartial  judgment  be  formed  of  the  meafures  lead¬ 
ing  to  fuch  oppofition ;  and  of  the  caufes  by  which  it  has  been  pro¬ 
voked,  or  can  in  any  degree  be  judified,  that  neither  affedlion  on 
the  one  hand,  nor  refentment  on  the  other,  being  permitted  to  give 
a  wrong  bias  to  reafon,  it  may  be  enabled  to  take  a  difpaffionate 
Vol.  I.  G 
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view  of  all  circum  fiances,  and  to  fettle  the  public  condud  on  ths, 
folid  foundations  of  wifdom  and  juftice. 

,  councils,  thus  tempered,  arife  the  furefl  hopes  of  the  di¬ 

vine  favour,  the  firmeft  encouragement  to  the  parties  engaged,  and 

the  ftrongeft  recommendation,  of  their  caufe,  to  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind. 

With  minds  deeply  imprefied  by  a  fenfe  of  thefe  truths,  we  have 
diligently,  deliberately,  and  calmly  enquired  into,  and  confidered 
thofe  exertions,  both  of  the  legillative  and  executive  power  of 
Great-Britain,  which  have  excited  fo  much  uneafinefs  in  America., 
and  have,  with  equal  fidelity  and  attention,  confidered  the  condud 
of  the  colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  we  find  ourfelves  reduced  to 
tU  dilagiecable  alternative  of  being  filent,  and  betraying  the  in¬ 
nocent,  or  of  fpeaking  out,  and  cenfuring  thofe  we  wifh  to  revere. 
In  making  our  choice  of  thefe  diftreffmg  difficulties,  we  prefer  the 

courfe  didated  by  honefty,  and  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  our 
country. 

Soon  atter  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war,  there  commenced  a 
memorable  change  in  the  treatment  of  thefe  colonies.  By  a  fta- 
tute,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  a  time  of  pro¬ 
found  peace,  alleging,  “  the  expediency  of  new  provifions  and  re- 
66  gill  it  ions  for  extending  the  commerce  between  Great-Britain 
u  and  his  majefty’s  dominions  in  America,  and  the  neceffity  of  rai- 
u  fing  a  revenue,  in  the  faid  dominions,  for  defraying  the  expenfes 
“  of  defending,  protecting  and  fecuring  the  fame,”  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain  undertook  to  give  and  grant  to  his  majefty  many 
rates  and  duties,  to  be  paid  in  thefe  colonies.  To  enforce  the  cb- 
fervance  of  this  ad,  it  preferibes  a  great  number  of  fevere  penal¬ 
ties  and  forfeitures;  and,  in  two  fedions,  makes  a  remarkable  dif- 
tinction  between  the  fubjeds  in  Great-Britain,  and  thofe  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  By  the  one,  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  there,  are 
to  be  recovered  in  any  of  the  king’s  courts  of  record,  at  Weftmin- 
fter,  or  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  in  Scotland;  and  by  the  other, 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  here,  are  to  be  recovered  in 
any  court  of  record,  or  in  any  court  ot  admiralty, or  vice-admiralty, 
at  the  dedion  of  the  informer  or  profecutor. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  confiding  in  the  juftice  of  Great- 
Britain,  were  fcarcely  allowed  fufficient  time  to  receive  and  confi- 
dcr  this  ad,  before  another,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Stamp 
Ad,  and  patted  in  the  fifth  year  of  this  reign,  engrofled  their  whole 
attention.  By  this  ftatute,  the  Britifh  parliament  exercifed,  in  the 
meft  explicit  manner,  a  power  of  taxing  us,  and  extending  the  jurif- 
didion  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty,  in  the  colonies, 
to  matters  arifing  within  the  body  of  a  county,  and  direded  the 
numerous  penalties  and  forfeitures,  thereby  infiided,  to  be  recovered 
in  the  faid  courts. 

In  the  fame  year,  a  tax  was  impofed  upon  us,  by  an  ad  eftablifh- 
ing  fever?  1  new  fees  in  the  cuftoms.  In  the  next  year,  the  (lamp  ad 
was  repealed;  notbccaufe  it  was  founded  in  an  erroneous  principle. 
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but,  as  the  repealing  aft  recites,  becaufe  44  the  continuance  thereof 
44  would  be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies,  and  might  be  pro- 
«  duddive  of  confequences  greatly  detrimental  to  the  commercial 
44  intereft  of  Great  Britain.” 

In  the  fame  year,  and  by  a  fubfequent  add,  it  was  declared,  44  that 
44  his  majeily,  in  parliament,  of  right,  had  power  to  bind  the  people 
44  of  thefe  colonies,  by  flatutes,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,” 

In  the  fame  year,  another  add  was  palled,  for  impoling  rates  and 
duties  payable  in  thefe  colonies.  In  this  ilatute,  the  commons,  avoid¬ 
ing  the  terms  of  giving  and  granting,44  humbly  befought  his  majefty, 
that  it  might  be  enadded,  See.”  But,  from  a  declaration  in  the  pre¬ 
amble,  that  the  rates  and  duties  were  44  in  lieu  of”  feveral  others 
granted  by  the  Ilatute,  firft  before  mentioned,  for  railing  a  revenue, 
and  from  lbme  other  expreflions,  it  appears,  that  thefe  duties  were 
intended  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  next  year,  [1767]  an  adl  was  made  44  to  enable  his  majefty 
44  to  put  the  culloms,and  other  duties  in  America,  under  the  manage - 
44  ment  of  commiflioners,  &c.”  and  the  king,  thereupon,  eredded 
the  prefent  expenfive  board  of  commiflioners,  for  the  exprefs  pur¬ 
pofe  of  carrying  into  execution  the  feveral  adds  relating  to  the 
revenue  and  trade  in  America. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp  add,  having  again  refigned  our- 
felves  to  our  ancient  unfufpicious  affeddions  for  the  parent  (late,  and 
anxious  to  avoid  any  controverfy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favorable 
alteration,  in  fentiments  and  meafures,  towards  us,  we  did  not  prefs 
our  objections  againll  the  above-mentioned  llatutes,made  fubfequent 
to  that  repeal. 

Adminilfration,  attributing  to  trifling  caufes,  a  condudl  that 
really  proceeded  from  generous  motives,  were  encouraged  in  the 
fame  year  [1767]  to  make  a  bolder  experiment  on  the  patience  of 
America. 

By  a  Ilatute,  commonly  called  the  glafs,  paper,  and  tea  aCl,  made 
fifteen  months  after  the  repeal  of  the  {lamp  ahl,  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain  refumed  their  former  language,  and  again  undertook 
to  44  give  and  grant  rates  and  duties,  to  be  paid  in  thefe  colonies,” 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 44  raifing  a  revenue,  to  defray  the  charges 
44  of  the  adminillration  of  jullice,  the  fupport  of  civil  government, 
44  and  defending  the  king’s  dominions,”  on  this  continent.  The  pe¬ 
nalties  and  forfeitures,  incurred  under- this  Ilatute,  are  to  be  reco¬ 
vered  in  the  fame  manner,  with  thole  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
adds. 

To  this  ftatute,  fo  naturally  tending  to  difturb  the  tranquillity, 
then  univerial  throughout  the  colonies,  parliament,  in  the  fame  fef- 
lion,  added  another  no  lefs  extraordinary. 

Ever  fince  the  making  the  prefent  peace,  a  Handing  army  has 
been  kept  in  thefe  colonies.  From  refpeCt  for  the  mother-country, 
the  innovation  was  not  only  tolerated,  but  the  provincial  legifla- 
tures,  generally,  made  proviiion  for  fupplying  the  troops. 

The  alTernbly  of  the  province  of  New- York,  having  palled  an 
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act  of  this. kind,  but  differing  in  fome  articles,  from  the  dire&ions 
oi  the  act  ot  parliament  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  this  reign,  the 
houic  of  representatives,  in  that  colony,  was  prohibited  by  a  Sta¬ 
tute,  made  in  the  lafl  fellion  mentioned,  from  making  any  bill,  or¬ 
der,  refolution,  or  vote,  except  for  adjourning  or  chuling  a  Ipeaker, 
until  provifion  Ihould  be  made,  by  the  laid  affembly,  for  furnifhing 
the  troops,  within  that  province,  not  only  with  all  fuch  neceflaries 
as  were  required  by  the  ffatute,  which  they  were  charged  with  dif- 
obeying,  but  alfo  with  thole  required  by  two  other  fubfequent  fta- 
tutes,  which  were  declared  to  be  in  force,  until  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  March,  1769. 

Unites  of  the  year  1767,  revived  the  apprehenlions  and 
ddcontents,  that  had  entirely  fubfided  on  the  repeal  of  the  damp 
ac^,  and,  annuli  the  juft  tears  and  jealoufies,  thereby  occafioned,  a 
itatute  was  made,  in  the  next  year  [1768]  to  eftablilh  courts  of  ad- 
mo  alty  and  vice-admiralty  on  a  new  model,  exprefsly  for  the  end 
ot  more  etfedually  recovering  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  in¬ 
duced  by  ads  of  parliament,  framed  for  the  purpofe  of  raifin^  a 
revenue  in  America,  See. 

The  immediate  tendency  of  thefe  ftatutes  is,  to  fubvert  the  rtaht 
of  having  a  jhare  in  legislation,  by  rendering  aiTemblies  ufelefs;  the 
right  ot  property,  by  taking  the  money  of  the  cclonifts,  without  their 
content ;  the  right  cf  trial  by  jury,  by  tubflituting  in  their  place 
trials  in  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  where  tingle  judges 
p  re  fide,  holding  their  commitfions  during  pleafure;  and  "unduly  to 
influence  the  courts  of  common  law,  by  rendering  the  judges  thereof 
totally  dependant  on  the  crown  for  their  Hilaries. 

Ihefe  Statutes,  not  to  mention  many  others  exceedingly  excep¬ 
tionable,  compared,  one  with  another,  will  be  found,  not  only  to 
hum  a  regular  iyflem,  in  which  every  part  has  great  force,  but  alfo 
a  pertinacious  adherence  to  that  fyfltm,  for  fubjugating  thefe  co¬ 
lonies,  that  are  not,  and,  from  local  circumftances,  cannot  be  repre- 
fented  m  the  .bou fe  of  commons,  to  the  uncontroulable  and  unli¬ 
mited  power  of  parliament,  in  violation  ol  their  undoubted  rights 
and  liberties,  in  contempt  of  their  humble  and  repeated  fupplica- 
tions. 

I  bis  conduct  muff  appear  equally  aftonifhing  and  unjuffifiable, 
when  it  is  conliciereo  how  unprovoked  it  has  been  by  any  behaviour 
ot  thefe  colonies,  from  their  full  fettlement,  their  bittereft  ene¬ 
mies  never  fixed  on  any  of  them  a  charge  of  difloyalty  to  their  fo- 
vereign,  or  difaffedfion  to  their  mother-country.  In  the  wars  fhe 
has  carried  on,  they  have  exerted  themfelves,  whenever  required, 
in  giving  her  a fh flan ce ;  and  have  rendered  her  fervices,  which  fhe 
has  publicly  acknowledged  to  be  extremely  important.  Their  fide¬ 
lity,  duty  and  ufefulnefs  during  the  lafl  war,  were  frequently  and 
affedlionately  confelfed,  by  his  late  majefty,  and  the  prefent  king. 

7  he  reproaches  of  thofe,  who  are  mod  unfriendly  to  the  freedom 
of  America,  are  principally  levelled  again!!  the  province  of  Mafia- 
6?nufetts-Bay ;  but  with  what  little  reafon,  will  appear  by  the  follow- 
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ing  declarations  of  a  perfon,  the  truth  of  whofe  evidence,  in  their 
favour,  will  not  be  queftioned.  Governor  Bernard  thus  addreffes 
the  two  houfes  of  affembly,  in  his  fpeech,  on  the  24th  of. April, 
1762, — u  The  unanimity  and  difpatch,  with  which  you  have  com¬ 
plied  with  the  requifitions  of  his  majedy,  require  my  particular  ac¬ 
knowledgment  ;  and,  it  gives  me  additional  pleafure  to  oblerve, 
that  you  have  therein  adled  under  no  other  influence  than  a  due  lenfe 
of  your  duty,  both  as  members  of  a  general  empire,  and  as  the  body 
of  a  particular  province.” 

In  another  fpeech,  on  the  27th  of  May,  in  the  fame  year,  he 
fays, — Whatever  fhall  be  the  event  of  the  war,  it  mud  be  no  fmall 
fatisfadtion  to  us,  that  this  province  hath  contributed  its  full  lhare 
to  the  fupport  of  it.  Every  thing  that  hath  been  required  of  it, 
hath  been  complied  with;  and  the  execution  of  the  powers  com¬ 
mitted  to  me,  for  railing  the  provincial  troops,  hath  been  as  full  and 
complete  as  the  grant  of  them.  Never,  before,  were  regiments  fo 
ealily  levied,  fo  well  compofed,  and  fo  early  in  the  field  as  they  have 
been  this  year  :  the  common  people  feemed  to  be  animated  with  the 
fpjrit  of  the  general  court,  and  to  vie,  with  them,  in  their  readinefs 
to  ferve  the  king.” 

Such  was  the  condudl  of  the  people  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
during  the  lad  war.  As  to  their  behaviour,  before  that  period,  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  forgot  in  Great-Britain,  that  not  only  on 
every  occafion,  they  had  condantly  and  cheerfully  complied  with  the 
frequent  royal  requifitions  ;  but,  that  chiefly  by  their  vigorous  ef¬ 
forts,  Nova-Scotia  was  fubdued  in  1710,  and  Louifbourg  in  1745. 

Foreign  quarrels  being  ended,  and  the  domedic  dillurbances,  that 
quickly  fucceeded,  on  account  of  the  damp  adt,  being  quieted  by  its 
repeal,  the  affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  tranfmitted  an  humble 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  king  and  divers  noblemen,  and  loon  after 
paffed  a  bill  for  granting  compenfation  to  the  fufferers,  in  the  difor- 
der  occafioned,  by  that  adt. 

Thefe  circumftances,  and  the  following  extracts,  from  governor 
Bernard’s  letters,  in  1768,  to  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  fecretary  of 
date,  clearly  diew,  with  what  grateful  tendernefs  they  drove  to 
bury,  in  oblivion,  the  unhappy  occafion  of  the  late  difcords,  and 
with  what  refpedtful  deference  they  endeavoured  to  efcape  other 
fubjedts  of  future  controverfy.  u  The  houfe,  (fays  the  governor) 
from  the  time  of  opening  the  fedion  to  this  day,  has  fhewn  a  dif- 
-  pofition  to  avoid  ail  difpute  with  me  ;  every  thing  having  paffed 
with  as  much  good  humour  as  I  could  defire,  except  only  their  con¬ 
tinuing  to  act  in  addrefling  the  king,  remondrating  to  the  fecre¬ 
tary  of  date,  and  employing  a  feparate  agent.  It  is  the  import¬ 
ance  of  this  innovation,  without  any  wilfulnefs  of  my  own,  which 
induces  me  to  make  this  remondrance,  at  a  time  when  I  have  a 
fair  profpedt  of  having,  in  all  other  bufmefs,  nothing  but  good  to 
fay  of  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe.” * 

*  January  21,  1768. 
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u  They  have  aCled,  in  all  thing's*  even  in  their  remonfirance, 
Avith  temper  and  moderation  ;  they  have  avoided  fome  fubjedts  of 
diipute,  and  have  laid  a  foundation  for  removing  fome  caufes  of 
former  altercation.”* 

u  I  make  fuch  a  prudent  and  proper  ufe  of  this  letter  as, 
I  hope,  will  perfectly  reftore  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  for  which  purpofe  confiderable  fleps  have  been  made  by  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives.”f 

The  vindication  of  the  province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  contain¬ 
ed  in  thefe  letters,  will  have  greater  force,  if  it  be  confidered,  that 
they  were  written  feveral  months  after  the  frelh  alarm  given  to 
the  colonies,  by  the  ftatutes  palled  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  this  place,  it  feems  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  infinuation 
©f  one  of  thofe  ftatutes,  that  the  interference  of  parliament  was 
necefiary  to  provide  for  “  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminiftra- 
H  ti°n  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  and  defending 
“  the  king’s  dominions  in  America.” 

As  to  the  two  fir  ft  articles  of  expenfe,  every  colony  had  mads 
fuch  provifion,  as  by  their  refpe&ive  affemblies,  the  beft  judges 
on  luch  occafions,  was  thought  expedient,  and  fuitable  to  their 
feveral  circumftances  :  refpe&ing  the  laft,  it  is  well  known  to  all 
men,  the  leaft  acquainted  with  American  affairs,  that  the  colonies 
were  eftablifhed,  and  generally  defended  themfelves,  without  the 
leaft  afliftance  from  Great-Britain  ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  her 
taxing  them,  by  the  ftatutes  before  mentioned,  moft  of  them  were 
labouring  under  very  heavy  debts  contraded  in  the  laft  war.  So 
far  were  they  from  {paring  their  money,  when  their  fovereign, 
conftitutionally,  aiked  their  aids,  that  during  the  courfe  of  that 
war,  parliament  repeatedly  made  them  compenfations  for  the  ex- 
penfes  of  thofe  ftrenuous  efforts,  which,  confulting  their  zeal,  ra¬ 
ther  than  their  ftrer.gth,  they  had  chearfully  incurred. 

Severe  as  the  afts  of  parliament,  before  mentioned,  are,  yet  the 
conduct  of  adminiftration  hath  been  equally  injurious,  and  irrita¬ 
ting,  to  this  devoted  country. 

Under  pretence  of  governing  them,  fo  many  new  inft'tutions, 
uniformly  rigid  and  dangerous,  have  been  introduced,  as  could 
only  be  expected  from  incenfed  mafters,  for  collecting  the  tribute, 
or  rather  the  plunder,  of  conquered  provinces. 

By  an  order  of  the  kin  g,  the  authority  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  under  him,  of  the  brigadier-generals,  in  time  of  peace, 
is  rendered  fupreme  in  all  the  civil  governments,  in  America  ;  and 
thus,  an  uncontroulable  military  power  is  vefted  in  officers,  not 
known  to  the  conftitution  of  thefe  colonies. 

A  large  body  of  troops,  and  a  confiderable  armament  of  (hips 
of  war,  have  b  een  Cent  to  a  Lift  in  taking  their  money  without 
their  confent. 

Expend ve  and  opprefifive  offices  have  been  multiplied,  and  the 
afls  of  corruption  induftrioufly  pra&ifed  to  divide  and  deftroy. 

*  January  30,  1768, 


t  February  2,  1768. 


OCTOBER  1774. 


49 


The  judges  of  the  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  are  im- 
powered  to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from  the  effects  to  be 
condemned  by  themfelves. 

The  commifhoners  of  the  cuftoms  are  empowered  to  break  open 
and  enter  houfes,  without  the  authority  of  any  civil  magidrate, 
founded  on  legal  information. 

Judges  of  courts  of  common  law,  have  been  made  entirely  de¬ 
pendant  on  the  crown  for  their  commiflions  and  falaries. 

A  court  has  been  edablidied  at  Rhode-Illand,  for  the  purpofes 
©f  taking  colonids  to  England  to  be  tried. 

Humble  and  reafonable  petitions,  from  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  have  been  frequently  treated  with  contempt :  and  af- 
femblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  arbitrarily  diffolved. 

From  fome  few  indances,  it  will  fufficiently  appear,  on  what 
pretences  oi  juftice  thofe  diffolutions  have  been  founded. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  colonies  having  been  again  didurbed,  as 
has  been  mentioned  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  year  1767,  the  earl  of 
Hillfborough,  fecretary  of  date,  in  a  letter  to  governor  Bernard, 
dated  April  22,  1768,  cenfures  the  u  preemption”  of  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  for  u  refolving  upon  a  meafure  of  fo  inflamma¬ 
tory  a  nature,  as  that  of  writing  to  the  other  colonies,  on  the  fub- 
jeci  of  their  intended  reprefentations  againd  fome  late  adls  of 
parliament,”  then  declares,  that  “  his  majedy  condders  this  dep 
as  evidently  tending  to  create  unwarrantable  combinations,  to  ex¬ 
cite  an  unjudifiable  oppofition  to  the  conditutional  authority  of 
parliament:” — and  afterwards  adds,  “  It  is  the  king’s  pleafure, 
“  that  as  foon  as  the  general  court  is  again  affembied,  at  the  time 
prefcribed  by  the  charter,  you  fhouid  require  of  the  houfe  of 
H  reprefentatives,  in  his  majefty’s  name,  to  refcind  the  refolution 
which  gave  birth  to  the  circular  letter  from  the  fpeaker,  and  to 
“  declare  their  difapprobation  of,  and  dilTent  to  that  radi  and 
hady  proceeding.” 

u  It  the  new  affembly  foould  refufe  to  comply  with  his  majef- 
ty’s  reafonable  expectation,  it  is  the  king’s  pleafure,  that  you 
a  foould  immediately  difiblve  them.” 

This  letter  being  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  the  refolution  not 
being  refcinded,  according  to  order,  the  affembly  was  diffolved. 
A  letter  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  fent  to  other  governors  to  procure 
refolutions,  approving  the  conduct  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  to  be  refcinded  alfo  ;  and  the  houfes  of  repre¬ 
fentatives  in  other  colonies,  refilling  to  comply,  affemblies  were 
diffolved. 

Thefe  mandates  fpoke  a  language,  to  which  the  ears  of  Englifh 
fubjecls  had  for  feveral  generations  been  drangers.  The  nature 
of  affemblies  implies  a  power  and  right  of  deliberation  ;  but  thefe 
commands,  proferibing  the  exercile  of  judgment  on  the  propriety 
of  the  requifitions  made,  left  to  the  affemblies  only  the  election 
between  dictated  fubmidion,  and  threatened  punifhment  :  A  pu- 
ni  foment  too,  founded  on  no  other  aft,  than  fuch  as  is  deemed  in- 
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nocent  even  in  flaves — of  agreeing  in  petitions  for  redrefs  of 
grievances,  that  equally  affedf  all. 

1  he  hoflile  and  unjuftifiable  invafion  of  the  town  of  Boflon, 
loon  followed  thele  events,  in  the  fame  year ;  though  that  town, 
the  province  in  which  it  is  fituated,  and  all  the  colonies,  from  ab¬ 
horrence  ot  a  conteft  with  their  parent  ftate,  permitted  the  execu¬ 
tion,  even  of  thole  ffatutes,  againfl  which  they  fo  unanimoufly  were 
complaining,  remonftrating,  and  fupplicating. 

Adminiffration,  determined  to  fubdue  a  fpirit  of  freedom,  which 
Englilh  minifters  fhould  have  rejoiced  to  cherifh,  entered  into  a 
monopolizing  combination  with  the  Eaft-India  company,  to  fend 
to  this  continent  vaft  quantities  of  tea,  an  article  on  which  a  duty 
was  laid  by  a  flatute,  that,  in  a  particular  manner,  attacked  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  which,  therefore,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
colonies  had  refolved  not  to  import.  The  cargo  lent  to  South-Caro- 
iina  was  ftored,  and  not  allowed  to  be  fold.  Thofe  fent  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  New- York,  were  not  permitted  to  be  landed.  That  fent 
to  Boflon  was  deflroyed,  becaufe  governor  Hutchinfon  would  not 
luffer  it  to  be  returned. 

On  the  intelligence  of  thefe  tranfadions  arriving  in  Great-Bri- 
tain,  the  public  fpirited  town  laft  mentioned,  was  fmgled  out  for 
deftrudion,  and  it  was  determined  the  province  it  belongs  to,  Ihould 
partake  of  its  fate.  In  the  laftfellion  of  parliament,  therefore,  were 
palled  the  ad  for  fhutting  up  the  port  of  Boflon,  indemnifying 
the  murderers  of  the  inhabitants  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  and  chan¬ 
ging  their  chartered  conllitution  of  government.  To  enforce  thefe 
ads,  that  province  is  again  invaded  by  a  fleet  and  army. 

To  mention  thefe  outrageous  proceedings,  is  fuflicient  to  explain 
them.  For  though  it  is  pretended  that  the  province  of  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay  has  been  particularly  difrefpedful  to  Great  Britain,  yet, 
in  truth,  the  behaviour  of  the  people,  in  other  colonies,  has  been 
an  equal  “  oppofition  to  the  power  afTumed  by  parliament.”  No 
Hep,  however,  has  been  taken  againfl  any  of  the  reft.  This  art¬ 
ful  condud  conceals  feveral  defigns.  It  is  expeded  that  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  will  be  irritated  into  fome  violent  ac¬ 
tion,  that  may  difpleafe  the  reft  of  the  continent,  or  that  may  in¬ 
duce  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to  approve  the  meditated  ven¬ 
geance  of  an  imprudent  and  exafperated  miniftry.  If  the  unexam¬ 
pled  pacific  temper  of  that  province  ftiall  difappoint  this  part  of 
the  plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will  be  fo  far  intimidated, 
as  to  defert  their  brethren,  differing  in  a  common  caufe,  and  that 
thus  dilunited,  all  may  be  fubdued. 

To  promote  thefe  defigns,  another  meafure  has  been  purftied. 
In  the  felfton  of  parliament,  laft  mentioned,  an  ad  was  palled  for 
changing  the  government  of  Quebec,  by  which  ad  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion,  inftead  of  being  tolerated,  as  ftipulated  by  the  treaty 
cf  peace,  is  eftablifhed ;  and  the  people  there  are  deprived  of  a  right 
to  an  aflembly,  trials  by  jury,  and  the  Englifh  laws,  in  civil  cafes, 
are  abolifhed,  and  inftead  thereof,  the  French  laws  are  eftablifhed, 
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in  diredt  violation  of  his  majefty’s  promife  by  his  royal  proclama¬ 
tion,  under  the  faith  of  which  many  Engliffi  fubje&s  fettled  in  that 
province,  and  the  limits  of  that  province,  are  extended  fo  as  to  com¬ 
prehend  thole  vaft  regions,  that  lie  adjoining  to  the  northerly  and 
wefterly  boundaries  of  thefe  colonies. 

The  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement  flatter  themfelves, 
that  the  inhabitants,  deprived  of  liberty,  and  artfully  provoked 
againft  thofe  of  another  religion,  will  be  proper  inftruments  for  af- 
fifling  in  the  oppreflion  of  fuch  as  differ  from  them  in  modes  of  go¬ 
vernment  and  faith. 

From  the  detail  of  fads,  herein  before  recited,  as  well  as  from 
authentic  intelligence  received,  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt,  that  a 
refolution  is  formed,  and  now  carrying  into  execution,  to  extin- 
guilh  the  freedom  of  thefe  colonies,  by  fubjeding  them  to  a  def- 
potic  government. 

At  this  unhappy  period,  we  have  been  authorized  and  direded 
to  meet  and  confult  together,  for  the  welfare  of  our  common  coun¬ 
try.  W e  accepted  the  important  truft  with  diffidence,  but  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  difcharge  it  with  integrity.  Though  the  date  of  thefe 
colonies  would  certainly  juftify  other  meafures  than  we  have  advi- 
ied,  yet  weighty  reafons  determined  us  to  prefer  thofe  wffiich  we 
have  adopted.  In  the  ftrft  place,  it  appeared  to  us  a  condud  be¬ 
coming  the  charader  thefe  colonies  have  ever  fuftained,  to  per¬ 
form,  even  in  the  midft  of  the  unnatural  diftroffies  and  immi¬ 
nent  dangers  that  furround  them,  every  ad  of  loyalty,  and  there¬ 
fore,  we  were  induced,  once  more  to  offer  to  his  majefty,  the  peti¬ 
tions  of  his  faithful  and  opprefled  fubjeds  in  America.  Secondly, 
regarding  with  the  tender  affedion,  which  we  knew  to  be  fo  univer- 
fal  among  our  countrymen,  the  people  of  the  kingdom,  from  which 
we  derive  our  origin,  we  could  not  forbear  to  regulate  our  fteps  by 
an  expedation  of  receiving  full  convidion,  that  the  colonifts  are 
equally  dear  to  them.  Between  thefe  provinces  and  that  body  fub- 
fifts  the  focial  band,  which  we  ardently  wilh  may  never  be  dif- 
folved,  and  which  cannot  be  diiTolved,  until  their  minds  fhall 
become  indifputably  hoftile,  or  their  inattention  fhall  permit  thofe, 
who  are  thus  hoflile,  to  perftft  in  profecuting,  with  the  powers  of  the 
realm,  the  deftrudive  meafures  already  operating  againft  the  colo¬ 
nifts,  and,  in  either  cafe,  fhall  reduce  the  latter  to  fuch  a  fituation, 
that  they  fhall  be  compelled  to  renounce  every  regard,  but  that  of 
fdf-prefervation.  Notwithftanding  the  violence  with  which  affairs 
have  been  impelled,  they  have  not  yet  reached  that  fatal  point. 
We  do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion,  already  alarmingly 
rapid;  we  have  chofen  a  method  of  oppofttion,  that  does  not  pre¬ 
clude  a  hearty  reconciliation  with  our  fellow-citizens,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Atlantic.  We  deeply  deplore  the  urgent  neceffity,  that 
prefTes  us  to  an  immediate  interruption  of  commerce,  that  may  prove 
injurious  to  them.  We  "cruft  they  will  acquit  us  of  any  unk-rnd  in¬ 
tentions  towards  them,  by  reflecting,  that  we  are  driven  by  the 
hands  of  violence,  into  unexperienced  and  unexpected  public  con- 
Vol.  I.  H 
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vulfions,  and  that  we  are  contending  for  freedom,  fo  often  con- 
tended  for  by  our  anceftors. 

.  1  ^  PeoPle  England  will  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  decla¬ 
ring  their  fentiments  concerning  our  caufe.  In  their  piety,  gene- 
ionty,  and  good  fenfe,  we  repofe  high  confidence;  and  cannot, 
upon  a  review  of  paft  events,  be  perfuaded,  that  they,  the  defend- 
eis  of  true  religion,  and  the  afferters  of  the  rights  of  mankind, 
v  dl  take  part  againft  their  affectionate  Proteftant  brethren  in  the 
colonies,  in  favour  of  our  open  and  their  own  fecret  enemies,  whofe 
mtngues,  lor  leveral  years  paft,  have  been  wholly  exercifed  in  fap- 
pmg  the  foundations  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Another  reafon,  that  engaged  us  to  prefer  the  commercial 
nioc  e  oppofition,  arofe  from  an  affurance,  that  the  mode  will 
Prove  elEcacious,  if  it  be  perfifted  in  with  fidelity  and  virtue  ;  and 
that  your  conduct  will  be  influenced  by  thefe  laudable  principles, 
cannot  be  quefhoned.  Your  own  falvation,  and  that  of  your  poff 
tenty,  now  depends  upon  yourfelves.  You  have  already  fhewn 
that  you  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  bleffings  you  are  ftriving 
to  retain.  Againft  the  temporary  inconveniencies  you  may  fuff 
_er  from  a  ftoppage  of  trade,  you  will  weigh  in  the  oppolite  ba¬ 
lance,  the  endlefs  miieries  you  and  your  defendants  muft  endure, 
from  an  eftablilhed  arbitrary  power.  You  will  not  forget  the 
honour  of  your  country,  that  muft,  from  your  behaviour,  take  its 
title  in  the  eftimation  of  the  world,  to  glory,  or  to  fhame  ;  and 
you  will,  with  the  deepeft  attention,  reflea,  that  if  the  peaceable 
mode  of  oppofition,  recommended  by  ns,  be  broken  and  rendered 
ineffectual,  as  your  cruel  and  haughty  minifterial  enemies,  from  a 
contemptuous  opinion  of  your  firmncfs,  infolently  predia  will  be 
the  cafe,  you  muft  inevitably  be  reduced  to  chufe,  either  a  more 
dangei  ous  conteft,  or  a  final,  ruinous,  and  infamous  fubmiftion. 

Motives ^thus  cogent,  arifing  from  the  emergency  of  your  un- 
happy  condition,  muft  excite  your  utmoft  diligence  and  zeal,  to 
give^all  poflible  ftrength  and  energy  to  the  pacific  meafures  calcu¬ 
lated  for  your  relief:  But  we  think  ourfelves  bound  in  duty,  to 
obferve  to  you,  that  the  fchemes  agitated  againft  thefe  colonies, 
have  been  !o  conduaed,  as  to  render  it  prudent,  that  you  ftiould 
extend  your  views  to  mournful  events,  and  be,  in  all  refpeas,  pre¬ 
pared  for  every  contingency.  Above  all  things,  we  earneftly  in¬ 
treat  you,  with  devotion  of  fpirit,  penitence  of  heart,  and  amend¬ 
ment  of  life,  to  humble  yourfelves  and  implore  the  favour  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God  :  and  we  fervently  befeech  his  divine  goodnefs,  to 
take  you  into  his  gracious  proteaion. 

Resolved,  1  hat  an  addrefs  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  Quebec 
and  letters  to  the  colonies  of  St.  John’s,  Nova-Scotia,  Georgia^ 
Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  who  have  not  deputies  to  reprefent  them 
in  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Cufhing,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Dickinfon,  be 
a.  committee  to  prepare  the  above  addrefs  and  letters. 
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The  addrefs  to  the  king  being  brought  in,  was  read,  and  after 
fome  debate, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  J. 
Dickinfon,  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Upon  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  feizing,  or  attempting  to  feize,  any  perfon 
in  America,  in  order  to  tranfport  fuch  perfon  beyond  the  tea,  for 
trial  of  offences,  committed  within  the  body  of  a  county  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  being  againft  law,  will  juftify,  and  ought  to  meet  with  re- 
fiftance  and  reprifal. 


Saturday ,  October  22,  1774. 

The  hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  being  unable  to  attend,  on 
account  of  indifpofition,  the  hon.  Henry  Middleton,  Efq;  was 
chofen  to  fupply  his  place,  as  prelident. 

An  addrefs  from  Chriftopher  Tully  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered ,  That  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs, 
as  corrected,  be  lent  to  the  prefs,  and  printed  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  the  fecretary. 

Resolved ,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary,  that  another  Congrefs  fhould  be  held  on  the  tenth  day 
of  May  next,  unlefs  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  which  we  have 
defired,  be  obtained  before  that  time.-— -And  we  recommend,  that 
the  fame  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  all  the  colo¬ 
nies,  in  North- America,  chufe  deputies,  as  foon  as  pollible,  to  at¬ 
tend  fuch  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  colonies  of 
St.  John’s,  &c.  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  being 
amended,  the  fame  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows  : 


Philadelphia ,  October  22,  1774, 

“  Gentlemen, 

u  THE  prefent  critical  and  truly  alarming  (late  of  American 
affairs,  having  been  coniidered  in  a  general  Congrefs  of  deputies, 
from  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  MalTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode - 
Mand  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jeffey,  Pennfyl vania,  New-Caftle,  Kent,  and  SuiTex  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  with 
that  attention  and  mature  deliberation,  which  the  important  nature 
of  the  cafe  demands,  they  have  determined,  for  themfelves  and 
the  colonies  they  reprefent,  on  the  meafures  contained  in  the  en- 
clofed  papers  ;  which  meafures  they  recommend  to  your  colony 
to  be  adopted  with  all  the  earneftnefs,  that  a  well-direCted  zeal  for 
American  liberty  can  prompt. 

“  So  rapidly  violent  and  unjuft  has  been  the  late  conduct  of 
the  Britifh  adminiftration  againft  the  colonies,  that  either  a  bale 
and  llavilh  fub million,  under  the  lofs  of  their  ancient,  juft,  and 
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conftuutional  liberty,  muft  quickly  take  place,  or  an  adeouate  op¬ 
position  be  formed.  1  r 

\\'e  pray  God  to  take  you  under  his  prote&ion,  and  to  pre- 
Ri  ve  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  the  whole  Britifh  empire. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry  Middleton,  Prefident.” 

Mon-dat ,  October  24,  1774. 

The  acidrefs  to  the  people  of  Quebec,  being  brought  in,  was 
read,  and  alter  fome  debate,  was  re-committed. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  acidrefs  to  the  king  was  re-com¬ 
mitted,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

Tuesday ,  October  25,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to  his 
rnajefty,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was,  after 
fome  amendments,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

ReoOcveci)  That  the  addrefs  to  the  king,  be  enclofed  in  a  letter 
to  the  feveral  colony  agents,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  by 
them  prefented.  to  his  majefty  ;  and  that  the  agents  be  requeued 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  fuch  noblemen  and  gentlemen  as  are  efteemed 
firm  friends  to  American  liberty. 

Otuercd ,  That  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Jay,  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
agents. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs,  in  their  own  names,  and  in  behalf 
of  all  thofe  whom  they  reprefent,  do  prefent  their  moft  grateful 
acknowledgements  to  thofe  truly  noble,  honourable,  and  patriotic 
ad\  orates  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  who  have  fo  generoully 
and  powerfully,  though  unfuccefsfully,  efpoufed  and  defended 
tne  caufe  oi  America,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament. 

Wednesday ,  October  26,  1774. 

The  letter  to  the  agents,  being  brought  in  by  the  committee, 
was  read,  and  approved  as  follows  : — 

Philadelphia ,  October  26,  1774. 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  WE  give  you  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  our  reliance  on  your  zeal 
and  attachment  to  the  happinefs  of  America,  and  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
berty,  when  we  commit  the  enclofed  paper  to  your  care. 

“  We  defire  you  will  deliver  the  petition  into  the  hands  of  his 
majefty,  and  after  it  has  been  prefented,  we  wifti  it  may  be  made 
public  through  the  profs,  together  with  the  lift  of  grievances.  And 
as  we  hope  for  great  aftiftance  from  the  fpirit,  virtue,  and  juftice 
of  the  nation,  it  is  our  earned:  defire,  that  the  moft  effectual  care 
be  taken,  as  early  as  poffible,  to  furni/h  the  trading  cities,  and 
manufacturing  towns,  throughout  the  united  kingdom,  with  our 
memorial  to  the  people  of  Gr.eat-Britain. 
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(C  We  doubt  not,  but  your  good  fenfe  and  difcernment,  will  lead 
you  to  avail  youriblves  of  every  affiftance,  that  may  be  derived  from 
the  advice  and  friendfhip  of  all  great  and  good  men,  who  may  in¬ 
cline  to  aid  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  mankind. 

“  The  gratitude  of  America,  expreiled  in  the  enclofed  vote  of 
thanks,  we  delire  may  be  conveyed  to  the  deferving  obje&s  of  it, 
in  the  manner  you  think  will  be  moll  acceptable  to  them. 

u  It  is  propofed,  that  another  Congrefs  be  held  on  the  tenth  of 
May  next,  at  this  place,  but  in  the  mean  time,  we  beg  the  favour 
of  you,  gentlemen,  to  tranfmit  to  the  fpeakers  of  the  feveral  af- 
femblies,  the  earlieft  information  of  the  mo  ft  authentic  accounts 
you  can  colledf,  of  all  fuch  conduct  and  deiigns  of  miniftry,  or  par¬ 
liament,  as  it  may  concern  America  to  know. 

We  are,  with  unfeigned  efteem  and  regard, 

Gentlemen,  See. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry  Middleton,  Prefident.” 

To  Paul  Wentworth,  Efq; 

Doflor  Benj.  Franklin, 

William  Bollen,  Efq; 

Doftor  Arthur  Lee, 

Thomas  Life,  Efq; 

Edmund  Burke,  Efq; 

Charles  Garth,  Elq; 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Quebec  was  re-committed,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read, 
and  being  debated  by  paragraphs  and  amended,  was  approved,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 

FRIENDS  AND  FELLOW -  SUBJECTS, 

WE,  the  delegates  ot  the  colonies  of  New-LIampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con¬ 
necticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  counties  of 
New-Caftle,  Kent,  and  SulTex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  deputed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  colonies,  to  reprefent  them  in  a  general  Congrefs,  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  to  confult  together, 
concerning  the  beft  methods  to  obtain  redrefs  of  our  affi  idling 
grievances ;  having  accordingly  a  fumbled,  and  taken  into  our 
moft  ferious  confederation,  the  ftate  of  public  affairs  on  this  con-  v 

tinent,  have  thought  proper  to  addrefs  your  province,  as  a  member 
therein  deeply  interefted. 

When  the  fortune  of  war,  after  a  gallant  and  glorious  refinance, 
had  incorporated  you  with  the  body  of  Englifh  fubjefls,  we  rejoic¬ 
ed  in  the  truly  valuable  addition,  both  on  our  own  and  your  ac¬ 
count  ;  expecting,  as  courage  and  generoftty  are  naturally  united, 
our  brave  enemies,  would  become  our  hearty  friends,  and  that  the 
diviive  Being,  would  blefs  to.  you  the.  difpenfations  of  his  over-rul- 
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ing  proviaence,  by  fecuring  to  you,  and  your  lateft  ponerity,  the 
melumable  advantages  of  a  free  Englifh  conftitution  of  govern- 
fwhlch  11  13  the  privilege  of  all  Englifh  fubjedts  to  enjoy, 
heie  hopes  were  confirmed  by  the  king’s  proclamation,  iffued 

in  t:ie  (7ear  U63,  plighting  the  public  faith  for  your  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  thofe  advantages. 

,  Litt*e  did  we  imagine  that  any  fucceeding  minifrers  would  fo  au- 
dacioufly  and  cruelly  abufe  the  royal  authority,  a?  to  withhold 

from  you  the  fruition  of  the  irrevocable  rights,  to  which  you  were 
thus  juflly  entitled. 

^ut  ^ce.we  ^ave  lived  to  fee  the  unexpected  time,  when  mi¬ 
ni  cm  0i  this  flagitious  temper,  have  dared  to  violate  the  molt  fa- 
cilc  compadts  and  obligations,  and  as  you,  educated  under  ano- 
t  u  i  oim  of  government,  have  artfully  been  kept  from  difcovering 
t  le  unspeakable  worth  of  that  form  you  are  now  undoubtedly 
en^t  td  to,  we  efleem  it  our  duty,  for  the  weighty  reafons  here¬ 
in- a  ter  mentioned,  to  explain  to  you  fome  of  its  mod  important 
branches. 

Cveiy  human  fociety,”  fays  the  celebrated  Marquis  Becca- 
*  tneie  is  an  eflort  continually  tending  to  confer  on  one  part 

w.e  heighth  of  power  and  happineis,  and  to  reduce  the  other  to 
ti,'~  extreme  weaknefs  and  mifery.  The  intent  of  good  laws  is 

to  oppofe  this  effort,  and  to  diffuie  their  influence  univerfally  and 
equally.” 

Rulers  {Emulated  by  this  pernicious  “  effort,”  and  fubjefts  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  juft  “  intent  of  oppofing  good  laws  againft  it,”  have 
occalioned  that  vaft  variety  of  events,  that  fill  the  hiftories  of  fo 
many  nations.  All  thefe  hiftories  demonftrate  the  truth  of  this 
umple  pofition,  that  to  live  by  the  will  of  one  man,  or  fet  of  men, 
is  the  production  of  mifery  to  all  men. 

On  the  iolicl  foundation  of  this  principle,  Englifhmen  reared  up 
the  fabrick  of  their  conftitution  with  fuch  a  ftrength,  as  for  ages 
to  def  y  time,  tyranny,  treachery,  internal  and  foreign  wars  :  And, 
as  an  iiiuftrious  author*  of  your  nation,  hereafter  mentioned,  ob- 
ferves,- — 'e  i  hey  gave  the  people  of  their  colonies,  the  form  of 
their  own  government,  and  this  government  carrying  prolperity 
along  with  it,  they  have  grown  great  nations  in  the  forefts  they 
were  fent  to  inhabit.” 

i:*  nils  four?,  the  firft  grand  right,  is  that  of  the  people  having 
a  fiare  in  their  own  government,  by  their  reprefentatives  chofe  by 
tucmfelves,  and  in  confequence  of  being  ruled  by  laws  which  they 
themfclves  approve,  not  by  edicts  of  men,  over  whom  they  have 
no  controul.  'I  his  is  a  bulwark  furrounding  and  defending'  their 
property,  lo  that  no  portions  of  it  can  legally  be  taken  from  them, 
but  with  their  own  full  and  free  confent,  when  they  in  their  judg¬ 
ment  deem  it  juft  and  neceftary  to  give  them  for  public  fervices, 
and  prccifely  uiredt  the  eafieft,  cheapeft,  and  moft  equal  methods 
in  which  they  lliall  be  collected. 

*  Montesquieu, 
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The  influence  of  this  right  extends  Bill  farther.  If  money  is 
wanted  by  rulers,  who  have  in  any  manner  oppreffed  the  people, 
they  may  retain  it,  until  their  grievances  are  redreffed  ;  and  thus 
peaceably  procure  relief,  without  trufling  to  defpifed  petitions,  or 
difturbing  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  next  great  right  is  that  of  trial  by  jury.  This  provides,  that 
neither  life,  liberty,  nor  property,  can  be  taken  from  the  poffeflor, 
until  twelve  of  his  unexceptionable  countrymen  and  peers  of  his 
vicinage,  who  from  that  neighbourhood  may  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  acquainted  with  his  character,  and  the  characters  of  the 
witneffes,  upon  a  fair  trial,  and  full  enquiry,  face  to  face,  in  open 
court,  before  as  many  of  the  people  as  chufe  to  attend,  fhall  pais 
their  fentence  upon  oath  againlf  him ;  a  lenience  that  cannot  in¬ 
jure  him,  without  injuring  their  own  reputation,  and  probably 
their  intereft  alfo  ;  as  the  queftion  may  turn  on  points,  that,  in 
fome  degree,  concern  the  general  welfare  ;  and,  if  it  does  not,  their 
verdict  may  form  a  precedent,  that,  on  a  limilar  trial  of  their  own, 
may  militate  againft  themfelves. 

Another  right  relates  merely  to  the  liberty  of  the  perfon.  If  a 
fubj  eCt  is  feized  and  imprifoned,  though  by  order  of  government, 
he  may,  by  virtue  of  this  right,  immediately  obtain  a  writ,  termed 
a  habeas  corpus ,  from  a  judge,  whofe  fworn  duty  it  is  to  grant 
it,  and  thereupon  procure  any  illegal  reftraintto  be  quickly  enquir¬ 
ed  into,  and  redreffed. 

A  fourth  right,  is  that  of  holding  lands  by  the  tenure  of  eafy 
rents,  and  not  by  rigorous  and  oppreffive  fervices,  frequently  forc¬ 
ing  the  pofieflbrs  from  their  families,  and  their  bulinefs,  to  perform 
what  ought  to  be  done,  in  all  well-regulated  Hates,  by  men  hired 
for  the  purpofe. 

The  laft  right  we  fhall  mention  regards  the  freedom  of  the  prefs. 
The  importance  of  this  coniifts,  belides  the  advancement  of  truth, 
fcience,  morality,  and  arts  in  general,  in  its  difFunon  of  liberal 
fentiments  on  the  adminiftration  of  government,  its  ready  commu¬ 
nication  of  thoughts  between  fubje&s,  and  its  confequentia!  pro¬ 
motion  of  union  among  them,  whereby  oppreffive  officers  are  fham- 
ed  or  intimidated,  into  more  honourable  and  juft  modes  of  con¬ 
ducting  affairs. 

Thefe  are  the  invaluable  rights,  that  form  a  confiderable  part 
of  our  mild  fyftem  of  government ;  that,  fending  its  equitable  ener¬ 
gy  through  all  ranks  and  clafTes  of  men,  defends  the  poor  from  the 
rich,  the  weak  from  the  powerful,  the  induftrious  from  the  rapa¬ 
cious,  the  peaceable  from  the  violent,  the  tenants  from  the  lords, 
and  all  from  their  fuperiors. 

Thefe  are  the  rights,  without  which  a  people  cannot  be  free 
and  happy,  and  under  the  protecting  and  encouraging  influence  of 
which,  thefe  colonies  have  hitherto  fo  amazingly  flouriffied  and  in- 
creafed.  Thefe  are  the  rights,  a  profligate  miniftry  are  now  ftriv- 
ing,  by  force  of  arms,  to  ravilh  from  us,  and  which  we  are,  with 
one  mind?  refolved  never  to  refign  but  with  our  lives. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Thefe  are  the.  rights  you  are  entitled  to,  and  ought,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  in  perieftion,  to  exercife.  And  what  is  offered  to  you  by 
the  late,  a  ft  of  parliament  in  their  place  ?  Liberty  of  coitfcience  in 
your  religion  ?  No.  God  gave  it  to  you  ;  and  the  temporal  pow- 
^1S  WIt^  whjch  you  have  been  and  are  connefted,  firmly  ftipulated 
ll)r  your  enjoyment  of  it.  If  laws,  divine  and  human,  could  fe- 
eure  it  againft  the  defpotic  caprices  of  wicked  men,  it  was  fecured 
In  i  ore.  Are  the  french  laws  in  civil  cafes  rellored  ?  It  fecrns  fo. 
Lut  obierve  the  cautious  kindnefs  of  the  minifters,  who  pretend  to 
be  your  benefaftors.  r he  words  of  the  ftatute  are — -that  thofe 
la,;s  lliall  be  the  rule,  until  they  fhall  be  varied  or  altered  by 
u  any  ordinances  of  the  governor  and  council.”  I3  the  “  certain- 
u  ty  and  lenity  of  the  criminal  law  of  England  and  its  benefits 
“  and  advantages,”  commended  in  the  faid  ftatute,  and  laid  to 
have  been  fenhbly  felt  by  you,”  fccured  to  you  and  your  defcen- 
dants  ?  No.  1  hey  too  are  Subjected  to  arbitrary  alterations” 
by  the  governor  and  council ;  and  a  power  is  exprefsly  referred  of 
appointing  inch  courts  oi  criminal,  civil,  and  eccleftaftical  jurif- 
diftion,  as  (hall  be  thought  proper.”  Such  is  the  precarious  te¬ 
nure  of  mere  will,  by  which  you  hold  your  lives  and  religion.  The 
crown  and  its  minifters,  are  empowered  as  far  as  they  cculd  be  by 
parliament,  to  eftablifh  even  the  inquifitionitfelf  among  you.  Have 
you  an  affembly  compofed  of  worthy  men,  elefted  by  yourfelves, 
and  in  whom  you  can  confide,  to  make  laws  for  you,  to  watch  over 
your  welfare,  and  to  direct  in  what  quantity,  and  in  what  manner, 
your  money  fhall  be  taken  From  you  ?  No.  The  power  of  making 
laws  for  you  is  lodged  in  the  governor  and  council,  all  of  them  de¬ 
pendant  upon,  and  removeable  at  the  pleafure  of  a  minifter.  Be- 
iides,  another  late  ftatute,  made  without  your  confent,  has  fub¬ 
jefted  you  to  the  impositions  of  excife  ;  the  horror  of  all  free 
Rates  ;  thus  w  rolling  your  property  from  you  by  the  moft  odious  of 
taxes,  and  laying  open  to  infolent  tax-gatherers,  houfes,  the  feenes 
of  d  omeflic  peace  and  comfort,  and  called  the  caftles  of  Englifh 
fubjefts  in  the  books  of  their  la w.  And  in  the  very  aft  for  alter¬ 
ing  your  government,  and  intended  to  flatter  you,  you  are  not  au- 
t  ho  riled  to  u  a  fiefs,  levy,  or  apply  any  rates  and  taxes,  but  for  the 
inferior  purpofes  of  making  roads,  and  erefting  and  repairing  pub¬ 
lic  buildings,  or  for  other  local  conveniences,  within  your  refpec- 
tive  towns  and  di  drifts.”  Why  this  degrading  difiinftion  ?  Ought 
not  the  property,  honeftly  acquiredby  Canadians,  to  be  held  asfacred 
as  that  of  Englifhmen  ?  Have  not  Canadians  fenfe  enough  to  at¬ 
tend  to  any  other  public  affairs,  than  gathering  ftones  from  one 
place,  and  piling  them  up  in  another  ?  Unhappy  people  !  who  are 
not  only  injured,  but  infuited.  Nay  more  ! — With  fuch  a  fuper- 
lative  contempt  of  your  underftandihg  and  lpirit,  has  an  infolent  • 
miniftry  prefumed  to  think  of  you,  our  refpeftabltf  fellow -fubjefts, 
according  to  the  information  we  have  received,  as  firmly  to  per- 
iuade  them  (elves  that  your  gratitude,  for  the  injuries  and  infults 
they  have  recently  offered  to  you,  will  engage  you  to  take  up  arms, 
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and  render  yourfelves  the  ridicule  and  detection  of  the  world,  by 
becoming  tools,  in  their  hands,  to  affift  them  in  taking  that  free¬ 
dom  from  us,  which  they  have  treacheroufly  denied  to  you  ;  the 
unavoidable  confequence  of  which  attempt,  if  fuccefsful,  would  be 
the  extinction  of  all  hopes  of  you  or  your  poflerity  being  ever  res¬ 
tored  to  freedom  :  For  idiocy  itfelf  cannot  believe,  that,  when  their 
drudgery  is  performed,  they  will  treat  you  with  lefs  cruelty  than 
they  have  us,  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  themfelves. 

What  would  your  countryman,  the  immortal  Montefquieu,  have 
faid  to  fucli  a  plan  of  domination,  as  has  been  framed  for  you  ? 
Hear  his  words,  with  an  intenfenefs  of  thought  fuited  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjecl.- — u  In  a  free  Hate,  every  man,  who  is  fup- 
poled  a  free  agent,  ought  to  be  concerned  in  his  own  government  i 
Therefore  the  legislative  Should  relide  in  the  whole  body  of  the 
people,  or  their  representatives.” — -a  The  political  liberty  of  the 
fubjedl  is  a  tranquillity  of  mind,  ariling  from  the  opinion  each  per-' 
fon  has  of  his  fafety.  In  order  to  have  this  liberty,  it  is  requifite 
the  government  be  fo  constituted,  as  that  one  man  need  not  be 
afraid  of  another.  When  the  power  of  making  laws  and  the  pow¬ 
er  of  executing  them,  are  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  or  in  the  fame 
body  of  magistrates,  there  can  be  no  liberty  ;  becaufe  apprehen- 
lions  may  arife,  left  the  fame  monarch  or  fenate,  finould  enadt  ty¬ 
rannical  laws,  to  execute  them  in  a  tyrannical  manner.” 

w  The  power  of  judging  Should  be  exercifed  by  perfons  taken 
from  the  body  of  the  people,  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and 
purfuant  to  a  form  and  manner  preferibed  by  law.  There  is  no 
liberty,  if  the  power  of  judging  be  not  feparated  from  the  legisla¬ 
tive  and  executive  powers.” 

w  Military  men  belong  to  a  profeffion,  which  may  be  ufeful, 
but  is  often  dangerous.”—46  The  enjoyment  of  liberty,  and  even 
its  Support  and  prefervation,  confifts  in  every  man’s  being  allowed 
to  fpeak  his  thoughts,  and  lay  open  his  Sentiments  W 

Apply  thefe  decifive  maxims,  fandlified  by  the  authority  of  a 
name  which  all  Europe  reveres,  to  your  own  date.  You  have  a 
governor,  it  may  be  urged,  veiled  with  the  executive  powers,  or 
the  powers  of  administration  :  In  him,  and  in  your  council,  is 
lodged  the  power  of  making  laws.  You  have  judges,  who  are  to 
decide  every  caufe  affedling  your  lives,  liberty  or  property.  Here 
is,  indeed,  an  appearance  of  the  feveral  powers  being  feparated 
and  diftributed  into  different  hands,  for  checks,  one  upon  another  ; 
the  only  effedlual  mode  ever  invented  by  the  wit  of  men,  to  pro¬ 
mote  their  freedom  and  profperity.  But  fcorning  to  be  illuded  by 
a  tinfelled  out  fide,  and  exerting  the  natural  fagacity  of  French¬ 
men,  examine  the  fpecious  device,  and  you  will  find  it,  to  ufe  an 
expreflion  of  holy  writ,  66  a  whited  fepulchre,”  for  burying  your 
lives,  liberty  and  property. 

Your  judges,  and  your  legiflative  council,  as  it  is  called,  are 
dependant  on  your  governor,  and  he  is  dependant  on  the  feryant 
♦if  the  crown,  in  Great-Britain.  The  legislative,  executive  and 
Vol.  I.  n  I 
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judging  powers  aro  all  moved  by  the  nods  of  a  minifter.  Privi¬ 
leges  and  immunities  laft  no  longer  than  his  fmiles.  When  he 
ii  owns,  their  feeble  forms  diffolve*  Such  a  treacherous  ingenuity 
has  been  exerted  in  drawing  up  the  code  lately  offered  you,  that 
every  fentence,  beginning  with  a  benevolent  pretenfion,  concludes 
with  a  deftrudtive  power  ;  and  the  fubftance  of  the  whole,  diverted 
ot  its  fmooth  words,  is — that  the  crown  and  its  minifters  rtiall  be 
as  ablolute  throughout  your  extended  province,  as  the  defpots  of 
Alia  or  Africa.  What  can  protect  your  property  from  taxing 
edidfs,  and  the  rapacity  of  necertitous  and  cruel  mafters  ?  your 
perfons  from  letters  de  catcbet ,  gaols,  dungeons,  and  opprertive  fer- 
vices  ?  your  lives  and  general  liberty  from  arbitrary  and  unfeeling 
rulers  ?  We  defy  you,  carting  your  view  upon  every  fide,  to  difco- 
ver  a  lingle  circumftance,  promirtng  from  any  quarter  the  faint-eft 
hope  of  liberty  to  you,  or  your  pofterity,  but  from  an  entire  adop¬ 
tion  into  the  union  of  thele  colonies. 

What  advice  would  the  truly  great  man  before -mentioned,  that 
advocate  of  freedom  and  humanity,  give  you,  was  he  now  living, 
and  knew  that  we,  your  numerous  and  powerful  neighbours,  ani¬ 
mated  by  a  juft  love  of  our  invaded  rights,  and  united  by  the  in- 
difloluble  bands  of  aftedfion  and  intereft,  called  upon  you,  by  every 
obligation  of  regard  for  yourfelves  and  your  children,  as  we  now- 
do,  to  join  us  in  our  righteous  conteft,  to  make  common  caufe 
with  us  therein,  and  take  a  noble  chance  for  emerging  from  a  hu¬ 
miliating  fubjedfion  under  governors,  intendants  and  military  ty¬ 
rants,  into  the  firm  rank  and  condition  of  Englifh  freemen,  whofe 
cuftom  it  is,  derived  from  their  anceftors,  to  make  thofe  tremble, 
who  dare  to  think  of  making  them  miferable  ? 

Would  not  this  be  the  purport  of  his  addrefs  ?  a  Seize  the  op¬ 
portunity  prefented  to  you  by  Providence  itfelf.  You  have  been 
conquered  into  liberty,  if  you  adt  as  you  ought.  This  work  is  not 
of  man.  You  are  a  fmall  people,  compared  to  thofe  who,  with  open 
arms,  invite  you  into  a  fellowfhip.  A  moment’s  refledtion  Ihould 
convince  you  which  will  be  moft  for  your  intereft  and  happinefs, 
to  have  all  the  reft  of  North-America  your  unalterable  friends,  or 
your  inveterate  enemies.  The  injuries  of  Bofton  have  roufed  and 
afiociated  every  colony,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia.  Your  pro¬ 
vince  is  the  only  link  wanting,  to  compleat  the  bright  and  ftrong 
chain  of  union.  Nature  has  joined  your  country  to  theirs.  Do 
you  join  your  political  interefts.  For  their  own  fakes  they  never 
will  defert  or  betray  you.  Be  allured,  that  the  happinefs  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  inevitably  depends  on  their  liberty,  and  their  Spirit  to  aflert  it. 
The  value  and  extent  of  the  advantages  tendered  to  you  are  im- 
menfe.  Heaven  grant  yon  may  not  difeover  them  to  be  bleftings 
after  they  have  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu.” 

We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  liberality  of  fentimentdif- 
tingui filing  your  nation,  to  imagine,  that  dilFerence  of  religion  will 
prejudice  you  againft  a  hearty  amity -with  us.  You  know,  that 
the  tranfeendant  nature  of  freedom  elevates  thofe  who  unite  in  her 
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caufe,  above  all  fuch  low-minded  infirmities.  The  Swifs  cantons 
furnifh  a  memorable  proof  of  this  truth.  Their  union  is  compofed 
of  Roman  Catholic  and  Proteftant  hates,  living  in  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cord  and  peace  with  one  another,  and  thereby  enabled,  ever  fince 
they  bravely  vindicated  their  freedom,  to  defy  and  defeat  every  ty¬ 
rant  that  has  invaded  them. 

Should  there  be  any  among  you,  as  there  generally  are  in  all  fo- 
cieties,  who  prefer  the  favours  of  minifters,  and  their  own  private 
interefts,  to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  the  temper  of  fuch  felfifh 
perfons  will  render  them  incredibly  active  in  oppofing  all  public - 
fpirited  meafures,  from  an  expectation  of  being  well  rewarded  for 
their  fordid  induftry,  by  their  fuperiors  ;  but  we  doubt  not  you  will 
be  upon  your  guard  againft  fuch  men,  and  not  facrifice  the  liberty 
and  happinefs  of  the  whole  Canadian  people  and  their  pofterity,  to 
gratify  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  individuals. 

We  do  not  aik  you,  by  this  addrels,  to  commence  a£ts  of  hof~ 
tiiity  againft  the  government  of  our  common  fovereign.  We  on¬ 
ly  invite  you  to  confult  your  own  glory  and  weliare,  and  not  t.o 
fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  inveigled  or  intimidated  by  infamous  minif- 
ters,  fo  far  as  to  become  the  inftruments  of  their  cruelty  and  def- 
potifm  ;  but  to  unite  with  us  in  one  focial  compaCt,  formed  on 
the  generous  principles  of  equal  liberty,  and  cemented  by  fuch 
an  exchange  of  beneficial  and  endearing  offices  as  to  render  it 
perpetual.  In  order  to  complete  this  highly  deftrable  union,  we 
fubmit  it  to  your  conftderation,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedi¬ 
ent  for  you  to  meet  together,  in  your  feveral  towns  and  diftri&s, 
and  elea  deputies,  who  afterwards  meeting  in  a  provincial  Con¬ 
grefs,  may  chufe  delegates,  to  reprefent  your  province  in  the  con¬ 
tinental  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
May,  1775, 

In  this  prefent  Congrefs,  beginning  on  the  fifth  of  the  laft  month, 
and  continued  to  this  day,  it  has  been  with  univerfal  pleafure,  and 
an  unanimous  vote,  refolved,  that  we  fhould  conftder  the  violation 
of  your  rights,  by  the  aa  for  altering  the  government  of  your 
province,  as  a  violation  of  our  own,  and  that  you  fhould  be  invited 
to  accede  to  our  confederation,  which  has  no  other  objeas  than 
the  perfea  fecurity  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  all  the  con- 
ftituent  members,  according  to  their  refpeaive  circumftances,  and 
the  prefervation  of  a  happy  and  lafting  conneaion  with  Great- 
Rritain,  on  the  falutary  and  conftitutional  principles  herein  before 
mentioned.  For  effeaing  thefe  purpofes,  we  have  add  re  fled  an 
humble  and  loyal  petition  to  his  majefty,  praying  relief  of  our  and 
your  grievances  ;  and  have  affociated  to  flop  all  importations  from 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  after  the  firft  day  of  December,  and  all 
exportations  to  thofe  kingdoms  and  the  Weft-Indies,  after  the  tenth 
day  of  next  September  ;  unlefs  the  faid  grievances  arc  redreffed. 

That  Almighty  God  may  incline  your  minds  to  approve  our 
equitable  and  neceflary  meafures,  to  add  yourfelves  to  us,  to  put 
your  fate,  whenever  you  fuffer  injuries  which  you  are  determined 
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to  oppofe,  not  on  the  {mail  influence  of  your  Angle  province,  but 
on  the  confolidated.  powers  of  North-America  ;  and  may  grant 
to  our  joint  exertions,  an  event  as  happy  as  our  caufe  is  juft,  is 

h'liow  fubjec*Tyer  0i  US’  y°Ur  fulcere  and  affeaionate  friends  and 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry  Middleton,  Prefident. 
Rsso.ved,  I  hat  the  addrefs  of  the  Congrefs  to  the  people  of 
Qneoec,  be  figned  by  the  Prefident,  and  that  the  Delegates  of  the 
provinoe  of  Pennsylvania  Superintend  the  tranflating,  printing, 
pub li filing,  and  difperhng  it  :  And  it  is  recommended  by  the  Con- 
Sre*Tt0  *lie  ^legates  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay, 

adlr -P  W"^0r^’  t0  m  an^  forWJU’d  the  d^Perfi°n  of  the  faid 

T7°  C0Plers  of  7the  addrefs  t0  the  king  being  engrcffed  and  com- 
paiec.,  \vere  ngned  at  the  table  by  all  the  members. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs  be  given  to  the 
honourable  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  for  their  pohtenefs  to  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  delegates 

for  this  colony  be  a  committee  to  communicate  this  refolution  to 
the  faid  honourable  Houfe. 

A  true  copy,  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

I  he  Congrefs  then  diffolved  itfelf.  ; 


A  LETTER  FROM  GEN.  GAGE,  TO  PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  ESQJ 


5IR’  Boston,  October  20,  1774. 

REPRESENTATIONS  fhould  be  made  with  candour,  and 
mattei  3  (rated  exactly  as  they  Rand.  People  would  be  led  to  be¬ 
lieve,  from  your  letter  to  me  of  the  10th  infant,  that  works 
were  rai fed  againfl  the  town  ol  Bofon,  private  property  invaded, 
the  foldiers  filtered  to  infult  the  inhabitants,  and  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  town  and  country,  flint  up  and  molefed. 

Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the  true  fituation  of  this  place 
than  the  above  f  ate.  I  here  is  not  a  Angle  gun  pointed  againfl: 
the  town,  no  man  s  property  has  been  feized  or  hurt,  except  the 
king’s,  by  the  people’s  deftroying  draw,  bricks,  See.  bought  for 
his  fervice.  No  troops  have  given  lefs  caufe  for  complaint,  and 
greater  care  was  never  taken  to  prevent  it;  and  fuch  care  and  at¬ 
tention  was  never  more  neceffary  from  the  infults  and  provocations 
daily  given  to  botli  officers  and  foldiers.  The  communication 
between  the  town  and  country  lias  been  always  free  and  unmolefted 
and  is  fo  fill.  ' 

i  wo  works  of  earth  have  been  railed  at  fome  difance  from  the 
town,  wide  olF  the  road,  and  guns  put  in  them.  The  remainder 
of  old  works,  going  out  of  the  town,  have  been  f  rengthened,  and 
guns  placed  there  likewife.  People  will  think  differently,  whether 
the  hoftile  preparation  throughout  the  country,  and  the  menaces  of 
blood  and  (laughter,  made  this  neceffary  ;  but  I  am  to  do  my  dutv. 
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It  gives  me  pleafure  that  you  are  endeavouring  at  a  cordial  re¬ 
conciliation  with  the  mother  country,  which,  from  what  has  tranf- 
pired,  I  have  defpaired  of.  Nobody  wifhes  better  fuccefs  to  fuch 
meafures  than  myfelf.  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  a  mediator,  if  I 
could  eflablifh  a  foundation  to  work  upon,  and  have  flrongly  urged 
it  to  people  here  to  pay  for  the  tea,  and  fend  a  proper  memorial  to 
the  king,  which  would  be  a  good  beginning  on  their  fide,  and  give 
their  friends  the  opportunity  they  feek,  to  move  in  their  fupport. 

I  do  not  believe  that  menaces,  and  unfriendly  proceedings,  will 
have  the  effect  which  too  many  conceive.  The  fpirit  of  the  Britilh 
nation  was  high  when  I  left  England,  and  fuch  meafures  will  not 
abate  it.  But  I  fliould  hope  that  decency  and  moderation  here 
would  create  the  fame  difpolition  at  home;  and  I  ardently  wifh  that 
the  common  enemies  to  both  countries  may  fee,  to  their  difappoiiit- 
ment,  that  thefe  difputes,  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colo¬ 
nies,  have  terminated  like  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  and  increafed  the 
affethion  which  they  ought  to  bear  to  each  other. 

I  am,  fir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Thomas  Gage. 

THE  PETITION  OF  CONGRESS. 

TO  THE  KING’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign , 

WE,  your  majefly’s  faithful  fubje&s,  of  the  colonies  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl vania,  the 
counties  of  New-Gaftle,  Kent  and  SufCex  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Garolina,  and  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our- 
felves  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  who  have  deputed  us 
to  reprefent  them  in  general  Congrefs,  by  this  our  humble  peti¬ 
tion,  beg  leave  to  lay  our  grievances  before  the  throne. 

A  handing  army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  colonies,  ever  fmce  the 
conclufxon  of  the  late  war,  without  the  confent  of  our  affemblies ; 
and  this  army,  with  a  confiderable  naval  armament,  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  to  enforce  the  collection  of  taxes. 

The  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  under  him  the  bri¬ 
gadier-general,  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  rendered  fupreme  in  all 
the  civil  governments  in  America. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  all  your  majefly’s  forces  in  North- 
America,  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  appointed  governor  of:  a 
colony. 

The  charges  of  ufual  offices  have  been  greatly  increafed;  arid, 
new,  expenfive,  and  oppreifive  offices  have  been  multiplied. 

The  judges  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  are  empow¬ 
ered  to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from  the  effects  condemned 
hy  the  mfe  Ives. 

The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are  empowered  to  break  open  and  en- 
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ter  houies,  without  the  authority  of  any  civil  magiflrate,  founded 
on  legal  information. 

i  he  judges  of  courts  of  common  law  have  been  made  entirely 
dependant  on  one  part  of  the  legiflature  for  their  falaries,  as  well 
as  ior  the  duration  of  their  commiilions. 

Councellors,  holding  their  commiilions  during  pleafure,  exercife 
legiflative  authority. 

Humble  and  realonable  petitions,  from  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  have  been  fruitlefs. 

1  he  agents  of  the  people  have  been  difcountenanced,  and  go- 
i  ei  nors  have  been  inftruded  to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  falaries. 

Aflemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  injurioufly  diffolved. 

Commerce  has  been  burthened  with  many  ufelefs  and  opprefllve 
reftridions. 

By  feveral  aHs  of  parliament  made  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  fe- 
venth,  and  eighth  years  of  your  majefty’s  reign,  duties  are  impo¬ 
sed  on  us,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue;  and  the  powers  of 
admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts  are  extended  beyond  their  an¬ 
cient  limits,  whereby  our  property  is  taken  from  us  without  our 
content,  the  trial  by  jury,  in  many  civil  cafes,  is  abolifhed,  enor¬ 
mous  forfeitures  are  incurred  for  flight  offences,  vexatious  infor- 
formers  are  exempted  from  paying  damages,  to  which  they  are 
juftly  liable,  and  opprefllve  fecurity  is  required  from  owners  before 
they  are  allowed  to  defend  their  right. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  have  refolved,  that  colonifts  may  be 
tried  in  England  for  offences  alledged  to  have  been  committed  in 
America,  by  virtue  of  a  ffatute  palled  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
Henry  the  eighth  ;  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  attempts  have  been 
made  to  enforce  that  ffatute. 

A  ffatute  was  palled  in  the  twelfth  year  of  your  majeffy’s  reign, 
directing,  that  perions  charged  with  committing  any  offence  therein 
delcribed,  in  any  place  out  of  the  realm,  may  be  indided  and  tried 
for  the  fame,  in  any  fhire  or  county  within  the  realm,  whereby  in¬ 
habitants  of  theie  colonies  may,  in  fundry  cafes,  by  that  ffatute 
made  capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage. 

In  the  luff  felfion  of  parliament,  an  ad  was  palled  for  blocking 
tip  the  harbor  r  of  Boffon  ;  another  empowering  the  governor  of  the 
Ma;lac hufetts-Bay,  to  lend  perions  indided  for  murder  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  to  another  colony,  or,  even  to  Great-Britain  for  trial,  whereby 
Inch  off  nders  mayefcaps  legal  punifhment;  a  third  for  altering  the 
chartered  conftitution  of  government  in  that  province;  and  a  fourth 
for  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,  anolifhing  the  Englifh  and  re- 
fforing  the  French  laws,  whereby  great  numbers  of  Britifh  French¬ 
men  are  fubjeded  to  the  latter,  and  effablifhing  an  abfolute  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  Roman, Catholic  religion  throughout  thnfe  vaff  regi- 
ons,  that  border  on  the  wefferly  and  northerly  boundaries  of  the  free, 
Proteflant,  Englifh  fettlements  ;  and  a  fifth,  for  the  better  providing 
fuitable  quarters  for  officers  and  foldiers,  in  his  majeffy’s  fervice, 
in  North-America. 
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To  a  fovereign,  who  glories  in  the  name  of  Britain,  the  bare  re¬ 
cital  of  thefe  ads  muft,  we  prefume,  juftify  the  loyal  fubje&s,  who 
fly  to  the  foot  of  his  throne,  and  implore  his  clemency  for  protec¬ 
tion  againft  them. 

From  this  deftru<ftive  fyftem  of  colony  adminiftration,  adopted 
fmce  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  war,  have  flowed  thofe  diftrefles,  dan¬ 
gers,  fears  and  jealoufies,  that  overwhelm  your  majefty’s  dutiful 
colonifts  with  affliction  :  and  we  defy  our  mod  lubtile  and  invete¬ 
rate  enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Bri- 
tain  and  thefe  colonies,  from  an  earlier  period,  cj*  from  other  cau- 
fes,  than  we  have  affigned.  Had  they  proceeded  on  our  part  from 
a  reftlefs  levity  of  temper,  unjuft  impulfes  of  ambition,  or  artful 
fuggeflions  of  feditious  perfons,  we  fhopld  merit  the  opprobrious 
terms  frequently  bellowed  upon  us  by  thdfe  we  revere.  But  fo  far 
from  promoting  innovations,  we  have  only  oppofed  them  ;  and  can 
be  charged  with  no  offence,  unlefs  it  be  one  to  receive  injuries, 
and  be  fenfible  of  them. 

Had  our  Creator  been  pleafed  to  give  us  exiftence  in  a  land  of 
flavery,  the  fenfe  of  our  condition  might  have  been  mitigated  by 
ignorance  and  habit.  But,  thanks  be  to  his  adorable  goodnefs,  we 
were  born  the  heirs  of  freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under 
the  aufpices  of  your  royal  ancellors,  whole  family  was  feated  on  the 
Britilli  throne,  to  refcue  and  lecure  a  pious  and  gallant  nation  from 
the  popery  and  defpotifm  of  a  fuperftitious  and  inexorable  tyrant. 
Your  majefty,  we  are  confident,  juflly  rejoices,  that  your  title  to 
the  crown  is  thus  founded  on  the  title  of  your  people  to  liberty  ; 
and,  therefore,  we  doubt  not  but  your  royal  wifdom  muff  approve  the 
fenfibility,  that  teaches  your  fubjedts  anxioufly  to  guard  the  blef- 
fing,  they  received  from  divine  Providence,  and  thereby  to  prove  the 
performance  of  that  compact,  which  elevated  the  illuftrious  houfe 
of  Brunfwick  to  the  imperial  dignity  it  now  pofTeffes. 

The  apprehenfion  of  being  degraded  into  a  ft  ate  of  fervitude, 
from  the  pre-eminent  rank  of  Englifh  freemen,  while  our  minds  re¬ 
tain  the  ftrongeft  love  of  liberty,  and  clearly  fore-fee  the  miferies 
preparing  for  us  and  our  pofterity,  excites  emotions  in  our  breafts, 
which  though  we  cannot  defcribe,  we  fhould  not  wifh  to  conceal. 
Feeling  as  men,  and  thinking  as  fubje&s  in  the  manner  we  do,  fi- 
lence  would  be  difloyalty.  By  giving  this  faithful  information,  we 
do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the  great  objects  of  your  royal  cares, 
the  tranquillity  of  your  govenment,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

Duty  to  your  majefty,  and  regard  for  the  prefervation  of  ourfeives 
and  our  pofterity,  the  primary  obligations  of  nature  and  fociety, 
command  us  to  entreat  your  royal  attention  ;  and  as  your  majefty 
enjoys  the  ftgnal  diftinction  of  reigning  over  freemen,  we  apprehend 
the  language  of  freemen  cannot  be  difpleaftng.  Your  royal  indigna¬ 
tion,  we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  thofe  defigning and  dangerous  men, 
who  daringly  interpoftng  themfelves  between  your  royal  perfon  and 
your  faithful  fubjects,  and  for  feveral  years  paft  incelfantly  employ¬ 
ed  to  dilfolve  the  bonds  of  fociety,  by  abuling  your  majefty’s  au- 
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thonty,  mi freprefenting  your  American  fubjeds,  and  profecutW 
t.is  molt  defperate  and  irritating  projecls  of  opprefiion,  have  at 
length  compelled  us,  by  the  force  of  accumulated  injuries,  too  fe- 
vere  to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  difturb  your  majefty’s  repofe  by 
our  complaints,  7 

I  hefe  lentiments  are  extorted  from  hearts,  that  much  more  wil- 
hnuly  would  bleed  in  your  majefty’s  fervice.  Yet  fo  greatly  have 
•we  been  mifreprefented,  that  a  neceftity  has  been  alledged  of  ta¬ 
king  our  property  from  us,  without  our  confent,  “  to  defray  the 
ciiaige  ot  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  defence,  protedion,  and  fecurity  of  the  colonies.” 
Lut  we  beg  leave  to  allure  your  majefty,  that  fuch  provifton  has 
been,  and  will  be  made  for  defraying  the  two  firft  articles,  as  has 
been  and  ft  a  11  be  judged,  by  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  colonies, 
juft  and  iuitable  to  their  refpedive  circumftances  :  and,  for  the  de¬ 
fence,  protection,  and  fecurity  of  the  colonies,  their  militias,  if  pro¬ 
perly  regulated,  as  they  earneftly  defire  may  immediately  be  done, 
would  be  fully  fufficient,  at  leaft  in  times  of  peace  ;  and,  in  cafe  of 
war,  y  oui  faithful  colonifts  will  be  ready  and  willing,  as  they  ever 
have  been,  when  conftitutionafly  required,  to  demonftrate  their  loy¬ 
alty  to  your  majefty,  by  exe/ting  their  mod  ftrenuous  efforts  in  gran¬ 
ting  fupplies  and  railing  forces.  Yielding  to  no  Britifh  fubjeds  in 
affectionate  attachment  to  your  majefty’s  perfon,  family,  and  cro- 
vernment  ;  we  too  dearly  prize  the  privilege  of  exprefling  that  at¬ 
tachment  by  tnole  proofs,  that  are  honourable  to  the  prince  who 
receives  them,  and  to  the  people  who  give  them,  ever  to  relign  it 
to  any  body  of  men  upon  earth. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  quiet,  the  inheritance  left 
us  by  our  fore -fathers,  we  fhould,  at  this  time,  have  been  peaceably, 
cheerfully,  and  ufefully  employed  in  recommending  ourfelves,  by 
every  teftimony  of  devotion,  to  your  majefty,  and  of  veneration  to 
the  ftate,  from  which  we  derive  our  origin.  But  though  now  expo- 
fed  to  unexpected  and  unnatural  fcenes  of  diftrefs  by  a  contention 
with  that  nation,  in  whole  parental  guidance  on  all  important  af¬ 
fairs,  we  have  hitherto,  with  filial  reverence,  conftantly  trufted,  and 
therefore  can  derive  no  inftrudion  in  ourprefent  unhappy  and  per¬ 
plexing  circumftances  from  any  former  experience  ;  yet,  we  doubt 
not,  the  purity  of  our  intention,  and  the  integrity  of  our  condud, 
will  juftify  us  at  that  grand  tribunal,  before  which  all  mankind 
mull  fubmit  to  judgment. 

W e  aflc  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety.  We  wifh  not  a  di¬ 
minution  of  the  prerogative,  nor  do  we  folicit  the  grant  of  any  new 
right  in  our  favour.  Your  royal  authority  over  us,  and  our  con¬ 
nexion  with  Great-Britain,  we  (hall  always  carefully  and  zealoufly 
endeavour  to  fupport  and  maintain. 

Filled  with  fentiments  of  duty  to  your  majefty,  and  of  aftedion  to 
our  parent  ftate,  deeply  imprelTed  by  our  education,  and  ftrongly 
confirmed  by  our  reafon,  and  anxious  to  evince  the  fincerity  of 
thefe  difpofitions,  we  prefent  this  petition  only  to  obtain  redrefs  of 
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grievances,  and  relief  from  fears  and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the 
fyftem  of  ftatutes  and  regulations  adopted  fince  the  clofe  of  the  late 
war,  for  raifmg  a  revenue  in  America — extending  the  powers  of 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty- — trying  perfons  in  Great- 
Britain  for  offences  alleged  to  be  committed  in  America — affect¬ 
ing  the  province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay — and  altering  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec  :  by  the  abolition  of  which 
fyftem,  the  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  fo 
neceffary  to  the  happinefs  of  both,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  the 
latter,  and  the  ufual  intercourfes  will  be  immediately  reftored.  In 
the  magnanimity  and  juftice  of  your  majefty  and  parliament,  we 
confide  for  a  redrefs  of  our  other  grievances,  trufting,  that,  when 
the  caufes  of  our  apprehenfions  are  removed,  our  future  conduct 
wdl  prove  us  not  unworthy  of  the  regard  we  have  been  accuftomed, 
in  our  happier  days,  to  enjoy.  For,  appealing  to  that  being  who 
fearches,  thoroughly,  the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  folemnly  pro- 
fefs,  that  our  councils  have  been  influenced  by  no  other  motive, 
than  a  dread  of  impending  deftruCtion. 

Permit  us,  then,  moft  gracious Sovereign,  in  the  name  of  all  your 
faithful  people  in  America,  with  the  utmofl  humility,  to  implore 
you,  for  the  honour  of  almighty  God,  whofe  pure  religion  our  ene¬ 
mies  are  undermining  ;  for  your  glory,  which  can  be  advanced  only 
by  rendering  your  fubjeCts  happy,  and  keeping  them  united;  for 
the  interefts  of  your  family  depending  on  an  adherence  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  that  enthroned  it ;  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  your  king¬ 
doms  and  dominions,  threatened  with  alihoft  unavoidable  dangers 
and  diftreffes,  that  your  majefty,  as  the  loving  father  of  your  whole 
people,  connected  by  the  fame  bonds  of  law,  loyalty,  faith  and 
blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries,  will  not  fuffer  the 
tranfcendant  relation  formed  by  thefe  ties  to  be  farther  violated,  in 
uncertain  expectation  of  effects,  that,  if  attained,  never  can  com- 
penfate  for  the  calamities,  through  which  they  rnuft  be  gained. 

We,  therefore,  moft  earneftly  beleech  your  majefty,  that  your 
royal  authority  and  interpolation  may  be  ufed  for  our  relief,  and 
that  a  gracious  anfwer  may  be  given  to  this  petition. 

That  your  majefty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through  a  long  and 
glorious  reign,  over  loyal  and  happy  fubjects,  and  that  your  defen¬ 
dants  may  inherit  your  profperity  and  dominions  till  time  fhall  be 
no  more,  is,  and  always  will  be,  our  lincere  and  fervent  prayer* 

See  COtn.lhs.  Htv,  h.  , 

/  JcifUiv,  , 
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Wednesdat ,  May  10,  1775. 

Number  of  delegates  from  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware  Counties,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  agreeable  to  their  appointment  and 
orders,  received  from  their  refpective  colonies,  met  at  Philadelphia, 
and  being  convened  in  the  ftate-houfe,  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
a  prefident ;  when, 

Upon  motion ,  The  hon.  Peyton  Randolph  was  unanimoufly 
chofen  prefident.  -  / 

After  the  prefident  was  feated, 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon  was  unanimoufly  chofen  fecretary. 

Andrew  M4Neare  was  alfo  chofen  door-keeper,  and  William 
Shed,  meffenger. 

Agreed ,  That  the  rev.  Mr.  Duche  be  requeftecl  to  open  the 
Congrefs  with  prayers  to-morrow  morning  ;  and  that  Mr.  Willing, 
Mr.  Sullivan,  and  Mr.  Bland,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Duche,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  requefl  of  the  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  1 1  o’clock. 

Thursday  May  11,  1775,  A .  M . 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  ye  herd  ay,  the  Congrefs  was  opened 
with  prayers,  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Duche.  After  prayers,  the  Congrefs, 
according  to  adjournment,  proceeded  to  bufinefs. 

The  delegates  from  the  feveral  colonies,  produced  their  refp^c- 
tive  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

.  New-Hampsbire .  At  the  convention  of  deputies,  appointed  by 
the  feveral  towns  in  the  province  aforefaid,  held  at  Exeter,  on  the 
25th  day  of  January,  1775, 

The  hon.  John  Wentworth,  Efq;  in  the  chair. 

Voted ,  That  John  Sullivan  and  John  Langdon,  Efqrs;  be  dele¬ 
gated  to  reprefent  this  province,  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  pro- 
pofed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next, 
and  that  they  and  each  of  them,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other,  have 
full  and  ample  power,  in  behalf  of  this  province,  to  confent  and 
agree  to  all  meafures,  which  faid  Congrefs  {hall  deem  neceffary,  to 
obtain  redrefs  of  American  grievances. 

True  copy  attefted, 

Mashech  JVeare,  Clerk  to  the  Convention. 
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Province  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  provincial  Congrefs, 

Cambridge,  Dec.  5,  1774. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  American  continental 
Congreis,  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5  th  day  of  September  Jaft, 
and  reported  by  the  honourable  delegates  from  this  colony,  have, 
with  the  deliberation  due  to  tlieir  high  importance,  been  confidered 
by  us ;  and  the  American  bill  of  rights,  therein  contained,  appears 
to  be  formed  with  the  greated  ability  and  judgment,  to  be  founded 
on  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  and  reaion,  the  principles  of  the 
Eng liih  conflitution,  and  reipedlive  charters  and  conflitutions  of 
the  colonies,  and  to  be  worthy  of  their  mod  vigorous  fupport,  as 
eflentially  neceiTary  to  liberty  ;  likewife  the  ruinous  and  iniquitous 
meafures,  which,  in  violation  of  thefe  rights,  at  prefent  convulfe 
and  threaten  dedruclion  to  America,  appear  to  be  clearly  pointed 
out,  and  judicious  plans  adopted  for  defeating  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  mod  g'rateful  acknowledgements  are  due  to 
the  truly  honourable  and  patriotic  members  of  the  continental 
Congrefs,  for  their  wife  and  able  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  Ame¬ 
rican  liberty  ;  and  this  Congrefs,  in  their  own  names,  and  in  be¬ 
half  of  this  colony,  do  hereby,  with  the  utmod  fincerity,  exprefs 
the  fame. 

Resolved ,  That  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  the  hon.  Thomas  Cuili- 
ing,  Efqrs;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  and  authorized  to  reprefent  this  colony,  on  the  tenth  of 
May  next,  or  fooner  if  neceflary,  at  the  American  Congrefs,  to 
be  held  at  Philadelphia,  with  full  power,  with  the  delegates  from 
the  other  American  colonies,  to  concert,  agree  upon,  diredl  and 
order  fuch  further  meafures,  as  fhall  to  them  appear  to  be  bed  cal¬ 
culated  for  the  recovery  and  edablilhment  of  American  rights  and 
liberties,  and  for  redoring  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
the  colonies. 

A  true  copy  of  record, 

Benjamin  Lincoln ,  Secretary, 

In  provincial  Congrefs,  Cambridge,  February  6,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  bon.  John  Hancock,  the  hon.  Thomas  Cufh- 
ing,  Efqrs;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Efqrs;  appointed  by  the  lad  provincial  Congrefs  to  repre¬ 
fent  this  colony,  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  or  fooner  if  neceiTary, 
at  the  American  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  with  the  delegates  from  the 
other  American  colonies,  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  place 
to  place,  as  ihnll  he  judged  neceiTary,  and  to  continue  in  being',  as 
delegates,  for  this  colony,  until  the  thirty-fird  day  of  December 
next  enfuing,  and  no  longer. 

A  true  copy  of  record, 

Benjamin  Lincoln ,  Secretary. 
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In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  colony  of  ConnneHicut, 

November  3,  A.  D.  1774. 

This  houfe  proceeded  to  nominate,  chufe,  and  appoint  delegates, 
to  attend  the  general  Congrefs,  to  beholden  at  Philadelphia,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  May  next  ;  and  made  choice  of  the  hon.  Elipha- 
let  Dyer,  hon.  Roger  Sherman,  Silas  Deane,  *  Titus  Hofmer, 
and  *  Jonathan  Sturgefs,  Efqrs;  to  be  their  delegates,  any  three 
of  whom  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  attend  faid  Congrefs, 
in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  join,  confult  and  advife  with  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  other  colonies  in  Britilh  America,  on  proper  meafures 
for  advancing  the  bell  good  of  the  colonies. 

William  Williams ,  Speaker. 

A  true  copy,  extracted  from  the  journals  of  the  houfe, 

Attefled,  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

At  a  provincial  convention  formed  of  deputies  from  the  city  and 
county  of  New- York,  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  and  the 
counties  of  Dutchefs,  Ulfter,  Orange,  Weft-Chefter,  King’s,  and 
Suffolk,  held  at  the  city  of  New-York,  the  22d  day  of  April,  1775, 
for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  delegates  to  reprefent  the  colony  oi 
New-York,  in  the  next  continental  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  Philip  Livingfton,  James  Du¬ 
ane,  John  Alfop,  *  John  Jay,  Simon  Boerum,  William  Floyd, 
*  Henry  Wifner,  *  Philipdbchuyler,  *  George  Clinton,  Lewis  Mor¬ 
ris,  *  Francis  Lewis,  and  *  Robert  R.  Livingfton,  jun.  Efqrs; 
were  unanimouily  defied  delegates,  to  reprefent  this  colony  at  fuch 
Congrefs,  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  five  of  them,  to  meet 
the  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  concert  and  deter- 
mine  upon  fuch  meafures  as  Iliall  be  judged  moft  effectual  for  the 
prefervation  and  re-eftablilhment  of  American  rights  and  privileges, 
and  for  the  reftoration  of  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
colonies. 

Signed,  Leonard  Lifpenard,  Ifaac  Roofevelt,  Abraham  Walton, 
Alexander  M^Dougall,  and  twenty-four  others. 

We,  the  fubfcribers,  do,  in  behalf  of  ourfelves,  and  thofe  freehol¬ 
ders  of  Queen’s  county,  at  whofe  requeft  we  attended  the  conven¬ 
tion,  lignify  our  affent  to,  and  approbation  of  the  above  delegation. 

Signed,  John  Fulman,  Zebulon  Williams,  Jacob  Blackwell,  Jo- 
feph  Robinfon. 

New- Jersey.  In  affembly,  Perth- Amboy,  Tuefday,  January  24, 

1775. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  James  Kinfey,  Stephen  Crane,  Wil¬ 
liam  Livingfton,  John  de  Hart,  and  Richard  Smith,  Efqrs;  or  any 
three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  to  attend  the  con¬ 
tinental  Congrefs  of  the  colonies,  intended  to  be  held  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  ;  and  that 
they  report  their  proceedings  to  the  next  feffion  of  general  affembly. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journals, 

Richard  Smith ,  Clerk  of  tire  Affembly. 

Nets — All  the  members  attended,  except  thofe  marked  thus  * 
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Pennsylvania .  In  Affembly,  December  15,  1774,  A.  Me 

Upon  motion, 

Rcsoivtd^  N.  C.  D.  That  the  honourable  Edward  Biddle,  John 
.juLmion,  1  horn  as  Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys,  John  Morton, 
anu  George  Hols,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  depu¬ 
ties  on  the  part  oi  this  province,  to  attend  the  general  Congrefs, 
propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
May  next  ;  and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them  do  meet  the  faid 
Congrefs  accordingly,  unlefs  the  prefent  grievances  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies  lhall  before  that  time  be  redreffed. 

Extract  from  the  journals, 

Charles  Moore ,  Clerk  of  the  AlTembly. 

In  AlTembly,  May  6,  1775,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  AC  C.  D.  That  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  hon.  Tho- 
niciS  Willing,  and  *  James  Wilfon,  Eiqrs;  be,  and  they  are  here¬ 
by  added  to  the  deputies  appointed  by  this  houfe,  to  attend  the 
continental  Congrefs,  expected  to  meet  the  tenth  inftant,  in  this  city. 

Extradl  from  the  journals, 

Charles  Moore ,  Clerk  of  the  AlTembly. 

Lower  Counties  on  Delaware.  In  AlTembly,  Thurfday,  March 

16,  1775,  A.  M. 

On  motion,  - 

Resolved ,  A.  C.  D.  1  hat  the  honohnible  Csefar  Rodney,  Tho¬ 
mas  MfcKean,  and  George  Read,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  and  authorized  to  reprelent  this  government  at  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  at  any-other  time  orplacv,  with  full 
power  to  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  together  with  the  delegates 
from  the  other  American  colonies,  to  concert  and  agree  upon  fuch 
farther  meafures,  as  lhall  appear  to  them  bed  calculated  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Britain  and 
the  colonies,  on  a  conffitutional  foundation,  which  the  houfe  mod 
ardently  wifh  for,  and  that  they  report  their  proceedings  to  the 
next  lellions  of  general  affembly. 

True  copy  of  minutes  of  affembly, 

David  Thomson ,  Clerk  to  the  Affembly. 


Maryland .  At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies,  appointed  by  the  fe- 
veral  counties  of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Anna¬ 
polis,  by  adjournment,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1774,  and  conti¬ 
nued  tiil  the  1  2 tii  day  of  the  fame  month, 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  honourable  Matthew  Tilghman, 
Thomas  Johnfon,  junior,  *  Robert  Goldlborough,  William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chafe,  John  Hall,  and  *  Thomas  Stone,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  . 
or  more  of  them,  be  delegates  to  reprefent  this  province,  in  the 
next  continental  Congrels;  and  that  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to  confent  and  agree  to  all  mea- 
lures,  which  inch  Congrefs  lhall  deem  neceffary  and  effectual  to 
obtain  a  redrefs  of  American  grievances;  and  this  province  bind 
themfelves  to  execute,  to  the  utmod  of  their  power,  all  refolutions 
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which  the  faid  Congrefs  may  adopt.  And  further,  if  the  faid  Con- 
grefs  fliall  think  neceffary  to  adjourn,  we  do  authorize  our  faid  de¬ 
legates,  to  reprefent  and  adt  for  this  province,  in  any  one  Congrefs, 
to  be  held  by  virtue  of  fuch  adjournment. 

Signed  by  order, 

"John  Ducket ,  Clerk. 

Virginia .  At  a  convention  of  delegates  for  the  counties  and 
corporations  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  at  the  town  of  Richmond, 
in  the  county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday,  the  20th  of  March,  1775; 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  elediion  of  delegates,  by  ballot, 
to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  when  the  honour¬ 
able  Peyton  Randolph,  George  Wafhington,  *  Patrick  Henry, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Harrifon.,  and 
Richard  Bland,  Efqrs;  were  chofen  for  that  purpofe. 

Peyton  Randolph ,  Prehdent, 

John  Tazewell,  Clerk  of  the  Convention. 

North-Car olina.  At  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  province,  in  convention,  at  Newbern,  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1775; 

Prefent:  The  honourable  John  Harvey,  Efq;  moderator,  and 
fixty-eight  members  : 

On  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard 
Cafwell,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  delegates  to  at¬ 
tend  the  general  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that  lhall  be  appoin¬ 
ted  for  that  purpofe,  and  they  are  hereby  invefted  with  fuch  powers 
as  may  make  any  adis  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  or  confent 
given  in  behalf  of  this  province,  obligatory,  in  honour,  upon  every 
inhabitant  thereof. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

John  Harvey ,  Moderator. 

Attelled  by  Andrew  Knox ,  Clerk. 

In  the  AfTembly,  7th  of  April,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  houfe  do  highly  approve  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  continental  Congrefs,  lately  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  that 
they  are  determined,  as  members  of  the  community  in  general,  that 
they  will  ftridtly  adhere  to  the  faid  refolutiens,  and  will  ufe  what 
influence  they  have,  to  induce  the  fame  obfervance  in  every  indi¬ 
vidual  of  this  province. 

This  houfe  having  received  information,  that  William  Hooper, 
Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Cafwell,  Efquires,  were  appointed  by 
the  convention,  held  at  Newbern,  as  delegates  to  attend  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  foon  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  ; 

Resolved ,  That  the  houfe  approve  of  the  choice  made  by  the  laid 
convention. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  the  houfe  cf  affembly, 

James  Green,)  junior^  Clerk. 
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Soutb-Caroltna.  In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  Friday, 

February  3,  1775. 

Whereas  the  continental  Congrefs,  held  at  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  in  September  laft,  amongft  other  things,  recommended  to  the 
feveral  colonies  in  North-America,  to  chufe  deputies  as  foon  as  pof- 
nbh\  to  hold  another  Congrefs  at  the  fame  place,  on  the  tenth  day 
ol  May  next,  and  this  houfe  being  fully  fatisfied  with  the  conduct 
and  fidelity  of  their  late  deputies  at  the  Congrefs,  do  hereby  nomi¬ 
nate  and  appoint  the  honourable  Henry  Middleton,  Efquire,  Tho¬ 
mas  Lynch,  Chriftopher  Gadlden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rut- 
h  dge,  Efquiies,  deputies  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet 
the  deputies  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of 
f  he  other  colonies,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  place, 
txiat  lhall  be  agreed  on  by  the  faid  deputies  in  general  Congrefs, 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  effectually 
pofecute  liiCii  meafui  es,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  faid  deputies,  and 
tin  deputies  lo  be  affembled,  lhall  be  molt  likely  to  obtain  a  redrefs 
of  A  merican  grievances. 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  deputies  hereby  appointed  on  the  part  and 
behalf  of  this  colony,  are  authorifed  and  empowered  to  agree,  that 
tr.e  continental  Congrefs  may  meet  at  any  future  time,  and  at  fuch 
place,  as  lhall  be  agreed  on,  and  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time;  pro¬ 
vided  it  do  not  exceed  nine  months  from  the  date  of  their  meeting 
in  May  next. 

Attefted,  Thomas  Farr,  junior,  Clerk. 

Extract  from  the  journals  of  the  provincial  Congress  of  South-Ca- 

rolina,  published  by  order  of  the  Congress ,  the  1  Itb  of  January 

1775.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Henry  Middleton,  Efquire,  Tho¬ 
mas  Lynch,  Chriftopher  Gadfden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Efquires,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  and  authorifed  to  reprefent  this  colony,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
May  next,  or  fooner,  if  necelfary,  at  the  American  Congrefs,  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia,  or  elfewhere  ;  with  full  power  to  concert,  agree 
upon,  dire  dl  and  order  fuch  further  me  a  fu  res,  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  faid  deputies,  and  the  delegates  of  the  other  American  colonies 
to  be  affembled,  lhall  appear  to  be  necelfary  for  the  recovery  and 
eftablilhment  of  American  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  reftoring  har¬ 
mony  between  Great-Rritain  and  her  colonies. 

Upon  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  the  rev. 
Mr.  Duche,  for  performing  divine  fervice,  agreeable  to  the  defire 
of  the  Congrefs,  and  for  his  excellent  prayer  fo  well  adapted  to  the 
prefent  occafion. 

Ordered,  1  hat  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Willing,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Duche,  and  return  the  thanks  of  the 
Congrefs,  agreeable  to  the  above  refolution. 

U  pon  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  doors  be  kept  ftiut,  during  the  time  of  bull- 
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nefs,  and  that  the  members  confider  themfelves  under  the  ftrongeil 
obligations  of  honour  to  keep  the  proceedings  fecret,  until  the  ma¬ 
jority  {ball  direCt  them  to  be  made  public. 

A  circular  letter  from  the  agents,  William  Bollen,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  Arthur  Lee,  Efquires,  directed  to  the  fpeakers  of  fe- 
veral  aflemblies,  and  fundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  were  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Congrefs  and  read  ;  the  letter  is  as  follows  : 

SIR  London ,  February  5,  1775. 

u  Our  laft  letter  informed  you,  that  the  king  had  declared  his  in¬ 
tentions  of  layung  the  petition  before  his  two  houfes  of  parliament. 
It  has  accordingly  been  laid  before  each  houfe,  but  undiftinguifhed 
among  a  variety^  of  letters  and  other  papers  from  America. 

u  A  motion  made  by  lord  Chatham,  to  withdraw  the  troops  from 
Bolton,  as  the  firlt  Itep  towards  a  conciliating  plan,  was  rejected  ; 
and  the  miniltry  have  declared  in  both  houfes  the  determination  to 
inforce  obedience  to  all  the  late  laws.  For  this  purpofe,  we  under- 
ftand,  that  three  regiments  of  foot,  one  of  dragoons,  feven  hundred 
marines,  fix  Hoops  of  war,  and  two  frigates,  are  now  under  orders 
for  America. 

“  We  think  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that  your  caufe  was  well  de¬ 
fended  by  a  confiderable  number  of  good  and  wife  men  in  both  hou¬ 
fes  of  parliament,  though  far  from  being  a  majority  :  and  that  many 
of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  parts  of  the  nation,  concer¬ 
ned  in  the  American  trade,  have  prelented,  or,  as  we  underhand,  are 
preparing  to  prefent,  petitions  to  parliament,  declaring  their  great 
concern,  for  the  prefent  unhappy  controverfies  with  America,  and 
praying  exprefsly,  or  in  effeCt,  for  healing  meafures,  as  the  proper 
means  of  preferring  their  commerce,  now  greatly  fuffering  or  en¬ 
dangered.  But  the  treatment  the  petitions,  already  prefented,  have 
hitherto  received,  is  fuch,  as,  in  our  opinion,  can  afford  you  no  reli¬ 
ance  on  the  prefent  relief  through  their  means. 

“  As  foon  as  we  learnt  that  the  petition  of  the  Congrefs  was  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  fupport  it,  if 
we  might  be  permitted  fo  to  do,  as  there  was  no  other  opportunity 
for  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  to  be  heard  in  defence 
of  their  rights  :  accordingly,  we  joined  in  a  petition  forthat  purpofe. 
Sir  George  Saville  kindly  undertook  to  prefent  it.  But,  on  previ- 
oully  opening  the  purport  of  it,  as  the  order  is,  a  debate  arofe  on  the 
propriety  of  receiving  it,  and  on  a  divifion,  it  was  rejected  by  a 
great  majority. 

u  The  following  extraCt  of  a  letter  from  general  Gage  to  lord 
Dartmouth,  as  laid  before  parliament,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  tranf- 
mit,  viz. 

#  u  Dec.  15,  1774.  Your  lordfhip’s  idea  of  difarming  certain  pro¬ 
vinces,  would  doubtlefs  be  confiftent  with  prudence  and  fafety,  but 
it  neither  is,  nor  has  been  practicable,  without  having  recourfe  to 
force,  and  being  mailers  of  the  country.” 

u  It  was  thrown  out  in  debate  by  a  principal  member  of  admini- 
Vol.  I.  L 
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ftration,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  alter  the  charters  of  Connedi- 
cut  and  Rhode  Illand. 

u  Inclofed,  we  lend  you  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  palled  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  on  Thurfday  laft,  which  are  to  be  repor¬ 
ted  on  Monday.  It  is  faid  that  thefe  refolutions  are  to  be  the  foun¬ 
dation  oi  leveral  bills  to  be  brought  in,  but  the  purport  of  thofe  bills 
we  have  not  yet  learnt  with  fufficient  certainty. 

u  We  lend  you  likewife,  a  copy  of  lord  Chatham’s  firft  motion  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  of  his  plan  of  a  bill  for  fettling  the  troubles 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies;  both  which  were  rejected 
on  the  fir  ft  reading. 

With  great  refpedl,  wTe  are,  fir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervants, 

(Signed)  William  Bollen , 

Benjamin  Franklin , 
Arthur  Lee,” 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter,  being  publifhed  in 
the  newfpapers,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  infert  them. 

Mr.  Hancock  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  provin¬ 
cial  Congrefs  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  together  with  certain  refolu¬ 
tions  formed  try  faid  Congrefs,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter,  fent  by  faid 
Congrefs  to  their  agent  in  England,  and  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  late  engagement  between  the  troops 
under  general  Gage,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ; 
alfo  a  number  of  depofitions,  duly  atteftcd,  relative  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  faid  hoftilitics,  all  which  were  read,  and  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

In  provincial  Congress,  Watertown ,  May  3,  1775. 

To  the  honourable  American  continental  Congrefs,  to  be  convened 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  of  May  inftant. 

May  it  please  your  honours , 

The  Congrefs  of  this  colony,  impreffed  with  the  deepeft  concern 
for  their  country,  under  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming  ftate  of 
its  public  affairs,  beg  leave,  with  the  utmoft  fubmiflion,  whilft  a<ft- 
i  ng  in  fupport  of  the  caufe  of  America,  to  requeft  the  direction  and 
aftiftance  of  your  refpetftable  affembly. 

The  inclofed  packet,  containing  copies  of  the  depofitions,  which 
\vt  have  difpatched  for  London,  alfo  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Great-Britain,  and  a  letter  to  our  colony  agent,  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin,  Efq;  are  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  confideration. 

The  fangu inary  zeal  of  the  minifterial  army,  to  ruin  and  deftroy 
the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs, 
hath  rendered  the  cftablifhment  of  an  army  indilpenfably  neceffary; 
we  have  accordingly  paffed  an  unanimous  refolve  for  thirteen  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  men,  to  be  forthwith  raifed  by  this  colony,  and 
propofals  are  made  by  us  to  the  Congrefs  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
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governments  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Conneaicut  colonies,  for  furnifti- 

ing  men  in  the  fame  proportion.  _ 

The  fudden  exigency  of  our  public  affairs,  precluded  the  poihoi- 
lity  of  waiting  for  your  direction  in  thele  important  mealies,  moic 
efpecially,  as°  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from  Great-Bntain  i3 
daily  expected  in  this  colony,  and  we  are  now  reduced  to  the  lad 
alternative  of  defending  ourfelves  by  arms,  or  fubmitting  to  be 
flaughtered. 

With  the  greatefl  deference,  we  beg  leave  to  luggelt,  that  a 
powerful  army,  on  the  fide  of  America,  hath  been  confideied,  by 
this  Congrefs,  as  the  only  means  left  to  ilem  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
a  tyrannical  miniftry.  Without  a  force,  fuperior  to  our  enemies, 
we  muff  reafonably  expert  to  become  the  victims  of  their  relentlefs 
fury.  With  fuch  a  force,  we  may  dill  have  hopes  of  feeing  an  im¬ 
mediate  end  put  to  the  inhuman  ravages  of  mercenary  troops  in 
America,  and  the  wicked  authors  of  our  miferies,  brought  to  con¬ 
dign  punifhment,  by  the  jud  indignation  of  our  brethren  in  Great- 

Britain.  - 

AVe  hope  that  this  colony  will,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  ipend  and 

be  fpent  in  the  caufe  of  America.  It  is,  neverthelefs,  a  misfortune 
greatly  operating  to  its  difadvantag'e,  that  it  has  a  gieat  number  of 
fea-port  towns,  expofed  to  the  approach  of  the  enemy  by  fea  ;  from 
many  of  which,  the  inhabitants  have  removed,  and  are  removing 
"their  families  and  effects,  to  avoid  dedruction  fiom  Jhips  of  wai. 
Thefe,  we  apprehend,  will  be  generally  didrelTed  from  want  of  fub- 
fidence,  and  difabled  from  contributing  aid  for  fupporting  the  forces 
of  the  colony ;  but  we  have  the  greated  confidence  in  the  wifdoni 
and  ability  of  the  continent  to  fupport  us,  fo  far  as  it  fiiall  appear 
necefiary  for  fupporting  the  common  caufe  of  the  American  colo- 


mes.  . 

AVe  alfo  inclofe  feveral  refolves  for  empowering  and  directing 
our  receiver-general  to  borrow  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  lawful  money,  and  to  iffue  his  notes  for  the  fame  ;  it  being 
the  only  meafures,  which  we  could  have  recourfe  to,  for  fupporting 
our  forces  ;  and  we  requed  your  aflidance  in  rendering  our  meaiures 
effectual,  by  giving  our  notes  a  currency  through  the  continent. 

Joseph  Warren ,  Prefident,  P.  T. 

The  papers  inclofed,  and  referred  to,  in  the  above,  are  as  follows  t 

In  provincial  Congress,  Watertown ,  May  3,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  receiver-general  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered, 
to  borrow  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  lawful  money, 
and  iffue  colony  fecurity  for  the  lame,  payable,  with  annual  inter- 
eft,  at  fix  per  cent.  June  1,  1777,  and  that  the  continental  Congrefs 
be  defired  to  recommend  to  the  feveral  colonies,  to  give  a  currency 
to  fuch  fecurities. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman ,  Secretary,  P«  T* 
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Resolved,  That  the  fecurities  given  by  the  receiver-general  fn* 

purf"”“  rf,h' 

Colony  of  the  Massacbusetts-Bay\ 

No.  the  Jav  nf  . 

1 77  borrowed  and  received  of  A  R  * 

the  fum  of  i  r  i  h\ 

fervice  of  the  colony  of  the  Maffachuft?  sTyAnd'i^behalfrf 
in  Office  o°f  Tr7  Pr°mife  anJ  °b,i^  W,  and  tccef- 

laid  *  <reafurer,  or  recojver.gcneral,  to  repay  to  the 

1777,  the  aforefaid  fan,  „f  “  h'!  “ft  f  J™> 

milled  dollars,  at  fix  flu, lings  each,  or  in  the  IZll  LdTrf 

23d  vear  of  W  ’  en.Terf.ed  an  aA  ®ade  and  patted  in  the 

“  An  aa  fi  r  L  majeKy  k‘ng  Ge°rge  the  fecond>  intituled, 
r  in.  u  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  filver  and  o-„ld 

F.nghlh  half-pence  and  farthings,  may  pais  within  this  government  •>’ 

and  according  to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  withintereft  to  be 

paid  annually,  at  fix  per  cent.  Witnefs  my  hand  ’ 

A.  B.  1 

C.  D. 

E.  F. 

.whereas  inconveniencies  may  arife,  by  the  receiver-ffene 
ral  s  i fluing  notes  for  fmall  fums,  therefore,  7  8 

te/n  °f^<rThat  the  rec®iver*tteneral  be,  and  he  hereby  is  direc¬ 
ted  not  to  iffue  any  notes  for  a  lefs  fum  than  four  pounds  lawful  mo- 

II C  y# 

A  true  extraft  from  the  minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman ,  Sec,  P,  T, 

To  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin ,  Esq;  at  London. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  April  26,  1775. 

“  SIR, 


“  From  the  entire  confidence  we  repofe  in  your  faithfulnefs  and 
abilities,  we  confider  it  the  happinefs  of  this  colony,  that  the  im 
portant  trull  of  agency  for  it,  in  this  day  of  unequalled  diltrefs  is 
devolved  on  your  hands,  and  we  doubt  not  your  attachment  to  the 
cauie  and  liberties  of  mankind,  will  make  every  poifible  exertion  in 
our  behalf,  a  pleafure  to  you  ;  although  our  circumftances  will  com¬ 
pel  us  often  to  interrupt  your  repofe,  by  matters  that  will  furelv 
give  you  pain.  A  lingular  isftance  hereof  is  the  occafion  of  the 

prefent  letter.  The  contents  of  this  packet,  will  be  our  apology 
tor  troubling  you  with  it.  J 

from  thefe  you  will  fee  how,  and  by  whom,  we  are  at  lafl 
plunged  into  the  horrors  of  a  mofl  unnatural  war. 

‘  °ur  enemies,  we  are  told,  have  difpatched  to  Great-Britain 
a  fallacious  account  of  the  tragedy  they  have  begun  ;  to  prevent 
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the  operation  of  which,  to  the  public  injury,  we  have  engaged  the 
veffel  that  conveys  this  to  you,  as  a  packet  in  the  fervice  of  this  co¬ 
lony,  and  we  requeft  your  affiftance  in  fupplying  captain  Derby, 
who  commands  her,  with  fuch  neceffaries  as  he  lhall  want,  on  the 
credit  of  your  conftituents  in  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

u  But  we  moft  ardently  wifh,  that  the  feveral  papers  herewith 
inclofed,  may  be  immediately  printed  and  difperled  through  every 
town  in  England,  and  efpecially  communicated  to  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  council  of  the  city  of  London,  that  they  may  take 
fuch  order  thereon,  as  they  may  think  proper.  And  we  are  confi¬ 
dent  your  fidelity  will  make  fuch  improvement  of  them,  as  lhall  con¬ 
vince  all,  who  are  not  determined  to  be  in  everlafting  blindnefs, 
that  it  is  the  united  efforts  of  both  Englanus,  that  can  fave  either. 
But  that  whatever  price  our  brethren  in  the  one,  may  be  pleafed  to 
put  on  their  conflitutional  liberties,  we  are  authorized  to  allure 
you,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  other,  with  the  greatefl  unanimi¬ 
ty,  are  inflexibly  refolved  to  fell  theirs  only  at  the  price  of  their 
lives. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  provincial  Congrefs, 

Joseph  Warren ,  Prefident,  P.  T. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman ,  Sec,  P.  T. 

The  depofitions  relative  to  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  are 
as  follows : 

Lexington ,  April  25,  1775. 

u  We,  Solomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Loring,  and  Elijah  Sander- 
fon,  all  of  lawful  age,  and  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  and  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay  in  New-England,  do  tes¬ 
tify  and  declare,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  1 8th  of  April,  inftant, 
being  on  the  road  between  Concord  and  Lexington,  and  all  of  us 
mounted  on  horfes,  we  were,  about  ten  of  the  clock,  fuddenly  fur- 
prifed  by  nine  perfons,  whom  we  took  to  be  regular  officers,  who 
rode  up  to  us,  mounted  and  armed,  each  having  a  piftol  in  his  hand, 
and  after  putting  piftols  to  our  breads,  and  feizing  the  bridles  of  our 
horfes,  they  fwore,  if  we  ftirred  another  Hep,  we  lhould  be  all 
dead  men,  upon  which  we  furrendered  ourfelves.  They  detained  us 
until  two  o’clock  the  next  morning,  in  which  time  they  fearched  and 
greatly  abuled  us,  having  firft  enquired  about  the  magazine  at  Con¬ 
cord,  whether  any  guards  were  polled  there,  and  whether  the  bridges 
were  up,  and  faid  four  or  five  regiments  of  regulars  would  be  in 
poffeffion  of  the  (lores  foon.  They  then  brought  us  back  to  Lex¬ 
ington,  cut  the  horfes  bridles  and  girths,  turned  them  loofe,  and 
then  left  us, 

Solomon  Brown ,  Jonathan  Loring ,  Elijah  Sanderson 

Lexington,  jipril  25,  1775. 

“  I)  Elijah  Sanderfon,  above  named,  do  further  teflify  and 
declare,  that  I  was  on  Lexington  comnion,  the  morning  of  the 
19th  of  April,  aforefaid,  having  beendifmiffedby  the  officers  above- 
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mentioned,  and  faw  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  advancing  to¬ 
wards  Lexington  company,  many  of  whom  were  then  difperling.  I 
heard  one  ol  the  regulars,  whom  I  took  to  be  an  officer,  fay, 
u  Damn  them,  we  will  have  them,”  and  immediately  the  regulars 
ffiouted  aloud,  run  and  fired  upon  the  Lexington  company,  which 
did  not  fire  a  gun  before  the  regulars  difcharged  on  them.  Eight  of 
the  Lexington  company  were  killed  while  they  were  difperfing,  and 
at  a  conliderable  diftance  from  each  other,  and  many  wounded, 
and  although  a  fpedtator,  I  narrowly  efcaped  with  my  life. 

Elijah  Sanderson .” 

Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. 

u  I,  Thomas  Rice  Willard,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare, 
that  being  in  the  houfe  of  Daniel  Harrington,  of  laid  Lexington,  on 
the  1 9th  inftant  in  the  morning,  about  half  an  hour  before  fun-rife, 
looked  out  at  the  window  of  faid  houfe,  and  faw  (as  I  fuppofe) 
about  four  hundred  regulars  in  one  body,  coming  up  the  road,  and 
marched  towards  the  north  part  of  the  common,  back  of  the  meet- 
ing-houfe  of  faid  Lexington,  and  as  loon  as  faid  regulars  were 
againf!  the  eafr  end  of  the  meeting-houfe,  the  commanding  officer 
faid  fomething,  what  I  know  not,  but  upon  that  the  regulars  rail 
till  they  came  within  about  eight  or  nine  rods  of  about  an  hundred 
of  the  militia  of  Lexington,  who  were  collected  on  faid  common, 
at  which  time  the  militia  of  Lexington  difperfed,  then  the  officers 
made  an  huzza,  and  the  private  foldiers  fucceeded  them  :  diredlly 
after  this,  an  officer  rode  before  the  regulars  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  body,  and  hallooed  after  the  militia  of  faid  Lexington,  and 
faid,  u  lay  down  your  arms,  damn  you,  why  don’t  you  lay  down 
your  arms  ?”  and  that  there  was  not  a  gun  fired  till  the  militia  of 
Lexington  were  difperfed  ;  and  further  faith  not. 


Thomas  Rice  Willard 


Lexington ,  April  25,  1775. 

Simon  Winfhip,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and 
province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  New  England, being  of  lawful  age, 
teflifieth  and  faith,  that  on  the  19  th  April  inllant,  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  as  he  was  paffing  the  public  road  in  faid  Lexington, 
peaceably  and  unarmed,  about  two  miles  and  an  half  dillant  from 
the  meeting-houfe  in  faid  Lexington,  he  was  met  by  a  body  of  the 
king’s  regular  troops,  and  being  flopped  by  fome  officers  of  faid 
troops,  was  commanded  to  difmount  ;  upon  afking  why  he  muff  dif- 
mount,  he  was  obliged  by  force  to  quit  his  horfe,  and  ordered  to 
march  in  the  midft  of  the  body, and  being  examined  whether  he  had 
been  warning  the  minute  men,  he  anfwered  No,  but  had  been  out, 
and  was  then  returning  to  his  father’s.  Said  Winfhip  farther  tefti- 
fies,  that  he  marched  with  faid  troops,  till  he  came  within  about 
half-a-quarter  of  a  mile  of  faid  meeting-houfe,  where  an  officer  com¬ 
manded  the  troops  to  halt,  and  then  to  prime  and  load  :  this  being 
done,  the  faid  troops  marched  on  till  they  came  within  a  few  rods 
of  captain  Parker’s  company,  who  were  partly  colle&ed  on  the 
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place  of  parade,  when  faid  Windup  obferved  an  officer  at  the  head 
of  faid  troops,  flourilhing  his  fword,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  giving 
the  word,  fire,  fire,  which  was  indantly  followed  by  a  difcharge  of 
arms  from  faid  regular  troops,  and  faid  W  infhip  is  pofitive,  and  in 
the  molt  folemn  manner  declares,  that  there  was  no  difcharge  of 
arms  on  either  fide,  till  the  word  fire  was  given,  by  the  faid  officer 
as  above. 

Simon  Winship 
Lexington ,  April  25,  1775. 

“  I,  John  Parker,  of  lawful  age,  and  commander  of  the  militia 
in  Lexington,  do  tedify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  infant,  in  the 
morning,  about  one  of  the  clock,  being  informed  that  there  were  a 
number  of  regular  officers  riding  up  anddown  the  road,  flopping  and 
infulting  people  as  they  palled  the  road  ;  and  alfo  was  informed  that 
a  number  of  regular  troops  were  on  their  march  from  Boflon,  in 
order  to  take  the  province  ftores  at  Concord,  ordered  our  militia  to 
meet  on  the  common  in  faid  Lexington,  to  confult  what  to  do,  and 
concluded  not  to  be  difcovered,  nor  meddle  or  make  with  faid  regu¬ 
lar  troops  (if  they  fhould  approach)  unlefs  they  fhould  infult  or  mo¬ 
led  us  ; — and,  upon  their  fudden  approach,  I  immediately  ordered 
our  militia  to  difperfe,  and  not  to  fire. — Immediately  faid  troops 
made  their  appearance  and  ruflied  furioufly,  fired  upon,  and  killed 
eight  of  our  party,  without  receiving  any  provocation  therefor 
from  us. 

John  Parker 

Lexington ,  April  24,  1775. 

u  I,  John  Robins,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  tedify  and  fay,  that  on 
the  19th  infant,  the  company  under  the  command  of  captain  John 
Parker,  being  drawn  up  (lbmetime  before  fun-rife)  on  the  green  or 
common,  and  I  being  in  the  front  rank,  there  fuddenly  appeared  a 
number  of  the  king’s  troops,  about  a  thoufand,  as  I  thought,  at  the 
didance  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  yards  from  us  huzzaing,  and  on 
a  quick  pace  towards  us,  with  three  officers  in  their  front  on  horfe- 
back,  and  on  full  gallop  towards  us,  the  foremod  of  which  cried, 
throw  down  your  arms  ye  villains,  ye  rebels  !  upon  which  faid  com¬ 
pany  difperfing,  the  foremOd  of  the  three  officers  ordered  their  men, 
faying,  fire,  by  God,  fire  !  at  which  moment  we  received  a  very  hea¬ 
vy  and  clofe  fire  from  them,  at  which  infant,  being  wounded,  I 
fell,  and  feveral  of  our  men  were  fhot  dead  by  me.  Captain  Par¬ 
ker’s  men  I  believe  had  not  then  fired  a  gun,  and  further  the  depo¬ 
nent  faith  not. 

John  Robins .” 

L  exington ,  April  2  5,  1775. 

We,  Benjamin  Tidd,  of  Lexington,  and  Jofeph  Abbot,  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  in  New-England,  of  lawful  age,  do  tedify  and  declare,  that, 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April  infant,  about  five  o’clock,  be¬ 
ing  on  Lexington  common,  and  mounted  on  horfes,  we  faw  a  body 
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of  regular  troops  marching  up  to  the  Lexington  company,  which 

was  then  difpcrfing :  Soon  after,  the  regulars  fired,  firft,  a  few  guns, 

w  11c  i  wu  took  to  be  piftols  from  fome  of  the  regulars  who  were 

^a'Un  C,  °n  101  ^es’  anc^  t^ien  the  faid  regulars  fired  a  volley  or  two 

immerllTi  ^n"S  the  LexJngton  company;  our  horfes 

mined  lately  darted,  and  we  rode  off.  And  further  fay  not. 

Benjamin  Tidd ,  Joseph  Abbot." 

<cw  \t  t  .  ,  „  f  Lexington,  April  25,  1775. 

e,  Nathaniel  Mullokin,  Philip  Ruffell,  Mofes  Harrington, 

n-nu  Tr°marTand  DameI  Harrington,  William  Grimes,  William 
„  ’  liaac  Haftings,  Jonas  Stone,  jun.  James  Wyman,  Thaddeus 

Harrington,  John  Chandler,  Jofhua  Reed,  jun.  Jofeph  Simonds, 
Phineas  Smith,  John  Chandler,  jun.  Reuben  Cock,  Joel  Viles,  Na¬ 
than  Reed,  Samuel  Tidd,  Benjamin  Lock,  Thomas  Winfhip,  Si¬ 
meon  Snow,  John  Smith,  Mofes  Harrington  the  3d.  Tofhua  Reed. 
Ebenezer  Parker,  John  Harrington,  Enoch  Willington,  John  Hor¬ 
nier,  liaac  Green,  Phineas  Stearns,  Ifaac  Durant,  and  Thomas 
eadlcy,  jun.  ad  of  lawful  age,  and  inhabitants  of  Lexington,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
in  New -Engl and,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  of  April 
imbnt,  about  one  or  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  being  informed 
that  leveral  officers  of  the  regulars  had,  the  evening  before,  been 
rioing  up  and  down  the  road,  and  had  detained  and  infulted  the 
inhabitants  palling  the  fame;  and  alfo  undemanding  that  a  body 
of  regulars  were  marching  from  Boffon  towards  Concord,  with  in¬ 
tent  (as  it  was  fuppofed)  to  take  the  ffores,  belonging  to  the  colony, 
m  that  town,  we  were  alarmed,  and  having  met  at  the  place  of  our 
company’s  parade,  were  difmilfed  by  our  captain,  John  Parker,  for 
the  preient,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  attend  at  the  beat  of  the 
drum.  We  further  teftify  and  declare,  that,  about  five  o’clock  in 
t  e  morning,  hearing  our  drum  beat,  we  proceeded  towards  the 
parade,  and  foon  found  that  a  large  body  of  troops  were  marching 
towards  us  :  Some  of  our  company  were  coming  up  to  the  parade 
and  others  had  reached  it,  at  which  time  the  company  began  to  dif- 
perle  :  Whilft  our  backs  were  turned  on  the  troops,  we  were  fired 
on  by  them,  and  a  number  of  our  men  were  inftantly  killed  and 
wounded.  Not  a  gun  was  fired,  by  anyperfon  in  our  company,  on 
the  regulars,  to  our  knowlege,  before  they  fired  on  us,  and  they 
continued  firing  until  we  had  all  made  our  efcape. 

Signed  by  each  of  the  above  deponents.” 

Lexington,  25th  of  April,  \  775* 

“  We,  Nathaniel  Parkhurft,  Jonas  Parker,  John  Munroe,  jun. 
John  Winfhip,  Solomon  Pierce,  John  Muzzy,  Abner  Meeds,  John 
Bridge,  jun.  Ebenezer  Bowman,  William  Munroe  the  3d.  Micah 
ILiger,  Samuel  Saunderfon,  Samuel  Haftings,  and  James  Brown, 
of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  the  Maf- 
fachuletts-Bay,  in  New-England,  and  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify 
and  lay,  that?  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April  inftant, 
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about  one  or  two  o’clock,  being  informed,  that  a  number  of  regu¬ 
lar  officers  had  been  riding  up  and  down  the  road  the  evening  and 
night  preceding,  and  that  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  as  they  were 
palling,  had  been  infulted  by  the  officers,  and  hopped  by  theni  ; 
and  being  alfo  informed,  that  the  regular  troops  were  on  their 
march  from  Bolton,  in  order  (as  it  was  laid)  to  take  the  colony 
Itores,  then  depolited  at  Concord,  we  met  on  the  parade  of  our 
company  in  this  town  ;  after  the  company  had  collected,  we  were 
ordered,  by  captain  Parker,  (who  commanded  us)  to  difperfe  for 
the  prefent,  and  to  be  ready  to  attend  the  beat  of  the  drum,  and 
accordingly  the  company  went  into  houfes  near  the  place  of  parade. 
We  further  teltify  and  fay,  that,  about  live  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
We  attended  the  beat  of  our  drum,  and  were  formed  on  the  pa¬ 
rade  ;  we  were  faced  towards  the  regulars  then  marching  up  to  us, 
and  fome  of  our  company  were  coming  to  the  parade  with  their 
backs  towards  the  troops,  and  others,  on  the  parade,  began  to  dif¬ 
perfe  when  the  regulars  fired  on  the  company,  before  a  gun  was 
fired  by  any  of  our  company  on  them.  They  killed  eight  of  our 
company,  and  wounded  feveral,  and  continued  their  fire,  until  we 
had  all  made  our  efcape. 

u  Signed  by  each  of  the  deponents.” 

Lexington ,  April  25,  1775. 

“  I,  Timothy  Smith,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  MiddlefeX, 
and  colony  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  being  of  law¬ 
ful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  of  April  inftant,  being  on  Lexington  common,  as  a  fpecta- 
tor,  I  faw  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  marching  up  towards  the 
Lexington  company,  then  difperfing,  and  likewife  faw  the  regular 
troops  fire  on  the  Lexington  company,  before  the  latter  fired  a 
gun  ;  I  immediately  ran,  and  a  volley  was  difcharged  at  me,  which 
put  me  in  imminent  danger  of  lofing  my  life  ;  I  foon  returned  to 
the  common,  and  faw  eight  of  the  Lexington  men  who  were  killed, 
and  lay  bleeding  at  a  confiderable  diffance  from  each  other;  and 
feveral  were  wounded :  And  further  faith  not. 

Timothy  Smith,’9 
Lexington ,  April  25,  1775. 

“  We,  Levi  Mead  and  Levi  Harrington,  both  of  Lexington,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  in  New- 
England,  and  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April,  being  on  Lexington  commons, 
as  fpe&ators,  we  faw  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  marching  up 
towards  the  Lexington  company,  and  fome  of  the  regulars,  on 
horfes,  whom  we  took  to  be  officers,  fired  a  piftol  or  two  on  the  Lex¬ 
ington  company,  which  was  then  difperfing:  Thefe  were  the  firft 
guns  that  were  fired,  and  they  were  immediately  followed  by  feve¬ 
ral  vollies  from  the  regulars,  by  which  eight  men,  belonging  to 
faid  company,  were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded. 

Levi  Harrington ,  Levi  Mead,’1 

M 
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a  t  txr‘11'  T.  Lexington,  April  25,  177 5. 

1,  VV  llliam  Draper,  of  lawful  age,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Col- 

™n),  ,ln  die  c™lnty  of  Hampdiire,  and  colony  of  Maffachufetts- 
b a-r’1 111  New-England,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that,  being  on  the 
parade  of  faid  Lexington,  April  19th  inftant,  about  half  an  hour 
01  e  lu n rife,  the  king’s  regular  troops  appeared  at  tpe  meeting- 
iou.c  of  Lexington.  Captain  Parker’s  company,  who  were  drawn 
up  back  of  faid  meeting-houfe  on  the  parade,  turned  from  faid 
tiooys,  making  their  efcape,  by  difperfing;  in  the  mean  time,  the 
regular  tioops  made  an  huzza,  and  ran  towards  captain  Parker’s 
company,  who  were  difperfing,  and,  immediately  after  the  huzza 
^  as  intK‘ej  commanding  officer  of  faid  troops  (as  1  took  him) 
ga\  e  the  command  to  the  faid  troops,  fire  !  u  fire  !  damn  you,  fire  1’* 
and,  immediately,  they  fired  before  any  of  captain  Parker’s  com¬ 
pany  fired,  I  then  being  within  three  or  four  rods  of  faid  regular 
troops:  And  further  fay  not. 

William  Dr  after.” 


Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. 

u  I,  Thomas  Feftenden,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  declare,  that, 
bemg  in  a  pafture  near  the  meeting-houfe,  at  faid  Lexington,  on 
ednefday  Lift,  at  about  half  an  hour  before  funrife,  T  faw  a 
nunibei  of  regular  troops  pafs  fpeedily  by  faid  meeting-houfe,  on 
their  way  towards  a  company  of  militia  of  faid  Lexington,  who 
were  aitembled  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  in  a  company, 
at  the  diitance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  rods  from  faid  meeting-houfe  ; 
and  after  they  had  palled  by  faid  meeting-houfe,  I  faw  three  effi- 
ccm,  on  horfe-back,  advance  to  the  front  of  faid  regulars,  when 
one  of  them,  being  within  fix  rods  of  the  faid  militia,  cried  out, 
“  difperfe,  you  rebels,  immediately,”  on  which  he  brandifhed  his 
fword  over  his  head  three  times  ;  mean  while  the  fecond  officer, 
who  was  about  two  rods  behind  him,  fired  a  piflol,  pointed  at  faid 
militia,  and  the  regulars  kept  huzzaing  till  he  had  finiffied  bran- 
di filing  his  fword,  and  when  he  had  thus  finifhed  brandiffiing  his 
fword,  lit  pointed  it  down  towards  faid  militia,  and  immediately 
on  which  the  laid  regulars  fired  a  volley  at  the  militia,  and  then  I 
ran  off  as  faff  as  I  could,  while  they  continued  firing  till  I  got  out 
©f  their  reach.  T  further  teftify,  that  ns  foon  as  ever  the  officer 
cried  u  difperL,  you  rebels,”  the  faid  company  of  militia  difperfed 
every  way,  as  faft  as  they  could,  and.  while  they  were  difperfing, 
the  regulars  kept  firing  at  them  inceflantly  :  And  further  faith  not. 

Thomas  Fessenden 


Lincoln ,  April  23,  1775. 

<(  I,  John  Bateman,  belonging  to  the  fifty-fecond  regiment,  com¬ 
manded  by  colonel  Jones,  on  Wednefday  morning,  on  the  19th  day 
of  April  inftant,  was  in  the  party  marching  to  Concord,  being  at 
Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  being  nigh  the  meeting- 
houfe  in  faid  Lexington,  there  was  a  fmrT  party  of  men  gathered 
together  in  that  place,  when  our  faid  troops  marched  by,  and  I  tef- 


MAY  1775. 


€5 


tify  and  declare,  that  I  heard  the  word  of  command  given  to  the 
troops  to  tire,  and  iorne  of  faid  troops  did  fire,  and  I  law  one  ol  laid 
fmall  party  lay  aead  on  the  ground  nigh  faid  meeting-houle  ;  and  I 
teft.iy  that  I  never  heard  any  of  the  inhabitants  fo  much  file  one 

gun  on  laid  troops.  _  , 

John  Bateman .” 


Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. 

«  Wc,  John  Hoar,  John.  *W  hi  the  ad,  Abraham  Garfield,  Bcnja- 
min  Munroe,  Ifaac  Parks,  William  Hofmer,  John  Adams,  Gregory 
Stone,  all  of  Lincoln,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  Maifachuletts- 
Bay,  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  lay,  that,  on  Wednesday  laft, 
we  were  affembled  at  Concord,  in  the  morning  of  faid  day,  in  conie- 
quence  of  information  received,  that  a  brigade  of  regular  troops 
were  on  their  march  to  the  laid  town  ol  Concord,  who  had  killed 
fix  men  at  the  town  of  Lexington ;  about  an  hour  afterwards  we 
fa w  them  approaching,  to  the  number,  as  we  apprehended,  of  about 
twelve  hundred,  on  which  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods 
back,  and  the  faid  troops  then  tookpolfeffion  of  the  hill,  where  we 
were  firft  polled;  prefentiy  alter  this,  we  faw  the  tioeps  moving 
towards  the  north  bridge,  about  one  mile  from  che  laid  Concord 
meeting-houfe  ;  we  then  immediately  went  before  them  and  palled 
the  bridge  jull  before  a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  two 
hundred,  arrived;  they  there  left  about  one-nall  of  their  two  hun- 
dred  at  the  bridge,  and  proceeded,  with  the  reft,  towards  col.  Bar¬ 
rett’s,  about  two  miles  from  the  faid  bridge  ;  we  then  feeing  feve- 
ral  fires  in  the  town,  thought  the  houfes  in  Concord  were  in  danger, 
and  marched  towards  the  faid  bridge  ;  and  tine  troops  chat  were  ^ra¬ 
tioned  there,  observing  our  approach,  marched  back  over  the  bridge 
and  then  took  up  fome  of  the  planks ;  we  then  haftened  our  march 
towards  the  bridge,  and  when  we  had  got  near  the  bridge,  they  bred 
on  our  men,  firft  three  guns,  one  after  the  other,  and  then  a  conn- 
derable  number  more ;  and  then,  and  not  before  (having  orders  from 
our  commanding  officers  not  to  lire  till  we  were  fired  upon)  we  fired 
upon  the  regulars  and  they  retreated.  On  their  retreat  through 
the  town  of  Lexington  to  Charleftown,  they  ravaged  and  deitroyed 
private  property,  and  burnt  three  houfes,  one  barn,  and  one  fhop. 

1  “  Signed  by  each  of  the  above  deponents.” 

Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. 

u  We,  Nathan  Barrot,  captain  ;  Jonathan  Farrar,  Jofeph  But¬ 
ler,  and  Francis  Wheeler,  lieutenants  ;  John  Barret,  enllgn  ;  John 
Brown,  Silas  Walker,  Ephraim  Melvin,  Nathan  Buttrick,  Stephen 
Hofmer,  jun.  Samuel  Barret,  1  homas  Jones,  Jofepn  Chandler, 
Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Pierce,  and  Edward  Richardion,  all^ol 
Concord,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  province  or  Malfa- 
chufetts-Bay,  ol  lawful  age,  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  WednvX- 
day,  the  nineteenth  inftant,  about  an  hour  after  fun-rife,  we  ai* 
fembled  on  a  hill  near  the  meeting-houfe,  in  wmcoid  afoiefaid,  in 
conference  of  an  information,  that  a  number  oi  legulai  tioops 
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had  killed  fix  of  our  countrymen,  at  Lexington,  and  were  on  their 
inai eh  to  faid  Concord;  and  about  an  hour  afterwards,  we  faw 

Ivm  approaching,  to  the  number,  as  we  imagine,  of  about  twelve 
hiindied  ;  on  which  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods  back, 
and  the  aforefaid  troops  then  took  poffefiion  of  a  hill  where  we 
''v^ie  fir  ft  polled.  Prefently  after  this,  we  faw  them  moving  to¬ 
wards  the  north  bridge,  about  one  mile  from  faid  meeting-houfe  • 
we  then  immediately  went  before  them,  and  paffed  the  bridge  juft 
before  a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  ar- 
rived.  .  1  hey  there  left  about  one  half  of  thele  two  hundred  at 
the  bridge,  and  proceeded  with  the  reft  towards  colonel  Barret’s 
a  out  two  miles  from  the  faid  bridge.  We  then  feeing  feveral 
*res  in  the  town,  thought  our  houfes  were  in  danger,  and  imme¬ 
diately  marched  back  towards  faid  bridge,  and  the  troops  who 
were  ftationed  there,  obferving  our  approach,  marched  back  over 
the  bridge,  and  then  took  up  fome  of  the  planks.  We  then  haften- 
ed  our  fteps  towards  the  bridge,  and  when  we  had  got  near  the 
bridge,  they  fired  on  our  men,  firft  three  guns,  one  after  the  other 
and  then  a  confiderable  number  more  ;  upon  which,  and  not  be¬ 
fore,  (having  orders  from  our  commanding  officer  not  to  fire  till 
we  were  fired  upon)  we  fired  upon  the  regulars,  and  they  retreated. 
At  Concord,  and  on  their  retreat  through  Lexington,  they  plun¬ 
dered  many  houfes,  burnt  three  at  Lexington,  together  with  a  fhop 
and  barn,  and  committed  damage,  more  or  lefs,  to  almoft  every 
houfe  from  Concord  to  Charleftown.  7 

u  Signed  by  the  above  deponents,” 

We,  Jofeph  Butler,  and  Ephraim  Melvin,  do  teftify  and  de¬ 
clare,  that  when  the  regular  troops  fired  upon  our  people,  at  the 
north  oridge,  in  Concord,  as  related  in  the  foregoing  depofitions 
they  fhot  one,  and  we  believe  two,  of  our  people,  before  we  fired 
a  fingle  gun  at  them. 

( Joseph  Butler , 

Lexington ,  April  23,  1775.  Ephraim  Melvin." 


Concord ,  April  23,  1775. 

U  Timothy  Minot,  jun.  of  Concord,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
this  inftant,  April,  after  that  I  had  heard  of  the  regular  troops 
firing  upon  Lexington  men,  and  fearing  that  hoftilities  might  be 
committed  at  Concord,  thought  it  my  incumbent  duty  to  fecure 
my  family. — After  I  had  fecured  my  family,  fome  time  after  that, 
returning  towards  my  own  dwelling,  and  finding  that  the  bridge 
on  the  north  part  of  faid  Concord,  was  guarded  by  regular  troops, 
being  a  fpeeftator  of  what  had  happened  at  faid  bridge,  declare, 
that  the  regular  troops  ftationed  on  faid  bridge,  after  they  faw  the 
men  that  were  collected  on  the  wefterly  fide  of  faid  bridge,  march¬ 
ed  towards  faid  bridge,  then  the  troops  returned  towards  the  eaft- 
er,y  ^e  °f  feid  bridge,  and  formed  themfelves,  as  I  thought,  for 
regular  fight  :  after  that  they  fired  one  gun,  then  two  or  three 
more,  before  the  men  that  were  ftationed  on  the  wefterly  part  of 
faid  bridge  fired  upon  them. 

Timothy  Minot ,  jun.” 
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Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. m 

«  X,  James  Barrett,  of  Concord,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that,  on  Wednefday 
morning  laft,  about  day-break,  I  was  informed  of  the  approach  of 
a  number  of  the  regular  troops  to  the  town  of  Concord,  where 
were  fome  magazines  belonging  to  this  province,  when  there  was 
affembled  fome  of  the  militia  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  towns, 
I  ordered  them  to  march  to  the  north  bridge  (io  callea)  which 
they  had  patted  and  were  taking  up.  I  ordered  faid  militia  to 
inarch  to  faid  bridge  and  pafs  the  fame,  but  not  to  lire  on  the 
king’s  troops  unlefs  they  were  fir ff  fired  upon.  "W"e  advanced  near 
faid° bridge,  when  the  faid  troops  fired  upon  our  militia,  and  killed 
two  men  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  wounded  feveral  others,  which  was 
the  firft  firing  of  guns  in  the  town  of  Concord  i  IVIy  detachment 
then  returned  the  fire,  which  killed  and  wounded  leveral  of  the 
king’s  troops. 

James  Barrett 
Lexington ,  April  2 3,  1775. 

u  We,  Bradbury  Bobinfon,  Samuel  Spring,  Thaddeus  Bancroft, 
all  of  Concord;  and  James  Adams,  of  Lexington,  all  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Wednef¬ 
day  morning  laft,  near  ten  of  the  clock,  we  faw  near  one  hundred 
of  the  regular  troops,  being  in  the  town  of  Concoid,  at  the  noitli 
bridge  in  faid  town  (fo  called)  and  having  patted  the  fame,  they 
were  taking  up  faid  bridge,  when  about  thice  hundred  of  our  mili¬ 
tia  were  advancing  toward  faid  bridge,  m  oidei  to  pafs  faid  bridge, 
when,  without  faying  any  thing  to  us,  they  difchaiged  a  number 
of  guns  on  us,  which  killed  two  men  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  wound¬ 
ed  feveral  others  ;  when  we  returned  the  fire  on  them,  which  killed 
two  of  them,  and  wounded  feveral,  which  was  the  beginning  of 

hoftilities  in  the  town  of  Concord. 

Bradbury  Robinson ,  'Tbciddcus  Bancroft , 

Samuel  Springs  Janies  Adams .” 

Worcester ,  April  26,  1775. 

“  Hannah  Bradifh,  of  that  part  of  Cambridge,  called  Menoto- 
my,  and  daughter  of  Timothy  Paine,  of  Worcefte r,  m  the  county 
of  Worcefter,  E%  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  about 
five  o’clock  on  Wednefday  laft,  afternoon,  being  in  her  bed-cham¬ 
ber,  with  her  infant  child,  about  eight  days  old,  Hie  was  furprifed 
by  the  firing  of  the  king’s  troops  and  our  people,  on  theii  l c mm 
from  Concord.  She  being  weak  and  unable  to  go  out  of  her  houie, 
in  order  to  fecure  herfelf  and  family,  they  all  retired  into  the  kitch¬ 
en,  in  the  back  part  of  the  houfe.  She  loon  found  the  home  fur- 
rounded  with  the  king’s  troops  ;  that  upon  obfervation  made,  at 
leaft  feventy  bullets  were  Ihot  into  the  front  part  of  the  houfe  ; 
feveral  bullets  lodged  in  the  kitchen  where  fhe  was,  and  one  patted 
through  an  eafy  chair  fhe  had  juft  gone  from.  1  he  door  of  the 
front  part  of  the  houfe  was  broke  open  ;  fhe  did  not  fee  any  foldiers 
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in  the  houfe,  but  fuppofed,  by  the  noife,  they  were  in  the  front. 
Alter  the  troops  h ad  gone  off,  (lie  miffed  the  following  things, 
winch,  Ihe  verily  believes,  were  taken  out  of  the  houfe  by  the 
icing’s  troops,  viz.  one  rich  brocade  gown,  called  a  negligee,  one 
lute  11  ring  gown,  one  white  quilt,  one  pair  of  brocade  Shoes,  three 
units,  eight  white  aprons,  three  caps,  one  cafe  of  ivory  knives  and 
iorks,  and  feveral  other  fmall  articles. 

Hannah  Bradisbd * 

Province  of  the  }  TTT  „ 

Massachusetts -Bay,  $  Worcester,  ff.  April  26,  1775. 

^vlrs*  Hannah  Bradifh,  the  above  deponent  maketh  oath  be¬ 
fore  us,  the  fublcnbers,  two  of  his  majelfy’s  juftices  of  the  peace, 
for  the  county  of  Worcefter,  and  of  the  quorum,  that  the  above 
depciition,  according  to  her  bed  recollection,  is  the  truth.  Which 
ciepofition  is  taken  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriam • 

Thomas  Steel , 

Timothy  Pained* 

Concord ,  April  23,  1775. 

“  I*  James  Marr,  of  lawful  age,  teflify  and  fay,  that  in  the 
evening  of  the  eighteenth  inftant,  I  received  orders  from  George 
Hutchinfon,  adjutant  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  regular  troops 
ffationed  at  Bofton,  to  prepare  and  march  :  To  which  orders  I  at¬ 
tended,  and  marched  to  Concord,  where  I  was  ordered  by  an  offi¬ 
cer  with  about  one  hundred  men,  to  guard  a  certain  brido'e  there  * 
while  attending  that  fervice,  a  number  of  people  came  °along,  in 
order,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  crofs  faid  bridge,  at  which  time  a  number 
of  the  regular  troops  firft  fired  upon  them. 

James  Marrd * 
Medford ,  April  25,  1775. 

“  I,  Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  of  his  majefty’s  own  regiment  of 
foot,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  teffify  and  declare,  that  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  eighteenth  inftant,  under  the  orders  of  general  Gage, 

J  embarked  with  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers  of  the  line/ 
commanded  by  colonel  Smith,  and  landed  on  the  marfhes  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  from  whence  we  proceeded  to  Lexington  ;  on  our  arrival 
at  that  place,  we  law  a  body  of  provincial  troops  armed,  to  the 
number  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  men ;  on  our  approach,  they  dif- 
perfed,  and  foon  after  firing  began,  but  which  party  fired  firft,  I 
cannot  exadily  fay,  as  our  troops  ruffed  on  ffouting,  and  huzzaing, 
previous  to  the  firing,  which  was  continued  by  our  troops,  fo  long 
as  any  of  the  provincials  were  to  be  feen.  From  thence  we  march¬ 
ed  to  Concord.  On  a  hill  near  the  entrance  of  the  town,  we  faw 
another  body  of  provincials  affernbled  :  the  light  infantry  compa¬ 
nies  were  ordered  up  the  hill  to  difperfe  them  ;  on  our  approach, 
they  retreated  towards  Concord  ;  the  grenadiers  continued  the 
road  under  the  hill  towards  the  town.  Six  companies  of  light  in¬ 
fantry  were  ordered  down  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  bridge,  which 
the  provincials  retreated  over  ;  the  company  I  commanded  was  one; 
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three  companies  of  the  above  detachment  went  forwards  about 
two  miles  ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  provincial  troops  returned,  to 
the  number  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  :  We  drew  up  on  the 
Concord  fide  of  the  bridge,  the  provincials  came  down  upon  us, 
upon  which  we  engaged  and  gave  the  firft  fire  ;  this  was  the  hrft 
engagement  after  the  one  at  Lexington  ;  a  continued  bring  irom 
both  parties  lailed  through  the  whole  day  ;  I  myfelf  was  wounded 
at  the  attack  of  the  bridge,  and  am  now  treated  with  the  gieateft  hu¬ 
manity,  and  taken  all  poffible  care  of  by  the  provincials  at  Medioid, 

Edward  Tboroton  Gould ,  Lieut. 

King’s  own  Regiment.’* 

Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay ,  ? 

Middlesex  county ,  April  25,  1775. 3 

u  Lieut.  Thoroton  Gould,  aforenamed,  perfonally  made  oath  to 
the  truth  of  the  foregoing  declaration  by  him  fubfcribecl,  beiore  us, 
T’bad,  Masson ,  Josiah  "Johnson ,  Simon  Tufts ,  Judices 
of  the  peace,  for  the  county  aforefaid,  quorum  unus . 

Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay ,  Charlestown ,  IT. 

a  X?  Nathaniel  Gorham,  notary  and  tabellion  public,  by  lawful 
authority  duly  admitted  and  fworn,  hereby  certify,  to  all  whom  it 
doth  or  may  concern,  That  Thadeus  Maffon,  Jofiah  Johnfon,  and 
Simon  Tufts,  Efqrs;  are  three  of  his  majefly’s  juflices  of  the  peace 
( quorum  unus )  for  the  county  of  Middlefex ;  and  that  full  taith 
and  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be  given  to  their  tranfattions,  as  fuch, 
both  in  court  and  out.  In  witnefs  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affix¬ 
ed  my  name  and  feal,  this  twenty -fixth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini^ 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five. 

Nathaniel  Gorham ,  Notary  Public.”  (L.  S.) 

(All  the  above  depofitions  are  fworn  to  before  juflices  of  the  peace, 
and  duly  attefled  by  notaries  public,  in  manner  of  the  lafl  one.) 

In  Provincial  Congress ,  Watertown ,  April  2  6,  1775. 

Ta  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain • 

«  FRIENDS  AND  FFLLOW-SUBJECTS, 

“  Hoflilities  are  at  length  commenced  in  this  colony  by  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  and  it  being  of  the 
greatefl  importance,  that  an  early,  true,  and  authentic  account  Ox 
this  inhuman  proceeding  fhould  be  known  to  you,  the  Congiefs  of 
this  colony  have  tranfmitted  the  fame,  and  from  want  of  a  feffion 
of  the  hon.  continental  Gongrefs,  think  it  proper  to  addrels  you  011 
the  alarming  occafion. 

44  By  the  cleared  depofitions,  relative  to  this  tranfa£lion,^  it  will 
appear  that,  on  the  night  preceding  the  nineteenth  of  April  in  Rant, 
a  body  of  the  king’s  troops,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Smith, 
were  fecretly  landed  at  Cambridge,  with  an  apparent  defign  to  take 
or  dedroy  the  military  and  other  dores,  provided  for  the  defence  of 
this  colony,  and  depofited  at  Concord — that  fome  inhabitants  of 
the  colony,  on  the  night  aforefaid,  whilfl  travelling  peaceably  on 
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the  road  between  Bodon  and  Concord,  were  feized  and  greatly  abu- 
cd  by  aimed  men,  who  appeared  to  be  officers  of  general  Gage’s  ar¬ 
my  that  the  town  of  Lexington  by  thefe  means  was  alarmed,  and 

a  company  of  the  inhabitants  muflered  on  the  occafion _ that  the 

regular  troops,  on  their  way  to  Concord,  marched  into  the  faid  town 
o  Lexington,  and  the  faid  company  on  their  approach  began  to 
diiperle— that  notwithffanding  this,  the  regulars  rufhed  on  with 
great  violence,  and  fird  began  hodilities,  by  firing  on  faid  Lexing¬ 
ton  company,  whereby  they  killed  eight  and  wounded  leveral  others 

that  the  regulars  continued  their  fire  until  thofe  of  faid  compa- 

n) ,  vno  weie  neither  killed  nor  wounded,  had  made  their  efcape _ . 

that  colonel  Smith,  with  the  detachment,  then  marched  to  Concord,, 
where  a  number  of  provincials  were  again  fired  on  by  the  troops, 
two  of  them  killed  and  feveral  wounded,  before  the  provincials  fired 
on  them,  and  that  theie  hoflile  meafures  of  the  troops  produced  an 
engagement  that  laded  through  the  day,  in  which  many  of  the  pro¬ 
vincials,  and  more  of  the  regular  troops  were  killed  and  wounded. 

io  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ravages  of  the  troops,  as 
they  retreated  from  Concord  to  Charleffown,  would  be  very' diffi¬ 
cult,  if  not  impracticable  ;  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  a  great  number 
of  the  houfes  on  the  road  were  plundered,  and  rendered  unfit  for 
iile ;  feveral  were  burnt ;  women  in  child-bed  were  driven,  by  the 
foldiery ,  naked  into  the  flreets;  old  men  peaceably  in  their  houfes 
were  ffiot  dead;  and  luch  fcenes  exhibited  as  would  diffirace  the 
annals  of  the  mod  uncivilized  nations. 

Fhefe,  brethren,  are  marks  of  minifterial  vengeance  againft 
tms  colony,  for  refufing,  with  her  filter  colonies,  a  fubmiffion  to 
flavery ;  but  they  have  not  yet  detached  us  from  our  royal  fovereign. 
We  Pr°kft  to  be  his  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedts,  and  fo  hardly  dealt 
with  as  we  have  been,  are  dill  ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to 
defend  his  perfon,  family,  crown,  and  dignity.  Neverthelefs,  to 
the  perfection  and  tyranny  of  bis  cruel  minidry  we  will  not  tame¬ 
ly  fubmit — appealing  to  heaven  for  the  judice  of  our  caufe,  we  de¬ 
termine  to  die  or  be  free. 

We  cannot  think  that  the  honour,  wifdom,  and  valour  of  Bri¬ 
tons  will  fufFer  them  to  be  long  inactive  fpe&ators  of  meafures,  in 
which  they  themfelves  are  fo  deeply  intereded  Meafures  purfued 
m  oppofition  to  the  folemn  proteds  of  many  noble  lords,  and  ex- 
preiTed  fenfe  of  confpicuous  commoners,  whofe  knowledge  and  vir¬ 
tue  have  long  characterized  them  as  fome  of  the  greated  men  in  the 
nation  : — Meafures  executing  contrary  to  the  intered,  petitions  and 
xefolves  of  many  large,  refpeaable  and  opulent  counties,  cities, 
and  boroughs  in  Great-Britain  : — Meafures  highly  incompatible 
W-Ji  judice,  but  dill  puriued  with  a  fpecious  pretence  of  eadng  the 
nation  of  its  burthens  Meafures  which,  if  fuccefsful,  mud  end  in 

tne  ruin  and  llavery  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the  perfecuted  American 
colonies. 

Me  dncerely  hope,  that  the  great  Sovereign  of  the  Univerfe, 
who  hath  io  often  appeared  for  the  Englifh  nation,  will  fupport  you 


MAY  1775. 


94. 

in  every  rational  and  manly  exertion  with  the fe  colonies,  for  faving 
it  from  ruin  ;  and  that  in  a  conftitutional  connexion  with  the  mo¬ 
ther  country,  we  fhall  foon  be  altogether  a  free  and  happy  people. 

Per  Order, 

Joseph  Warren ,  Prefident,  Pi  T.” 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  have  the  above  depofitions  and  the 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  pubiilhed. 

Resolved ,  iV.  C .  D •  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next, 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  hate  of  America. 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  the  provincial  Congrefs  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  ten  o’clock,  and  from  thence  to  Sa¬ 
turday. 

Saturday,  May  13,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  doctor  Lyman  Hall  attended 
at  the  door,  as  a  delegate  from  the  parilh  of  St.  John’s,  in  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  Georgia,  and  defired  to  know  whether,  as  fuch,  he  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  this  Congrefs  ; 

Agreed  unanimously ,  That  he  be  admitted  as  a  delegate  from  the 
parilh  of  St.  John’s,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  fubjedt  to  fuch  regu¬ 
lations  as  the  Congrefs  lhall  determine,  relative  to  his  voting. 

Mr.  Lyman  Hall  being  accordingly  admitted,  produced  his  cre¬ 
dentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

To  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Congress ,  designed  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia ,  on  May ,  A*  D»  1775. 

a  The  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  cf  St .  John's ,  in  the 

province  of  Georgia * 

“  GENTLEMEN, 

u  To  give  a  particular  detail  of  our  many  ftruggles  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  the  many  meetings  thereby  occafioned  and  held  in  this 
parilh,  the  endeavours  we  have  ufed  to  induce  the  reft  of  this  pro¬ 
vince  to  concur  with  us,  the  attendance  of  our  committee  on  the 
provincial  conventions,  held  at  Savannah,  in  this  province,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  that  of  the  1 8th  of  January  iaft,  Vith  their  proceedings,  and 
the  reafons  of  our  diftent  from  them,  we  think  would  be  tedious  to 
you,  and  therefore  fend  a  fummary  abftraCf,  which,  with  the  account, 
that  may  be  given  by  Lyman  Hall,  Efq;  appointed  a  delegate  to  re- 
prefent  and  adt  for  this  parilh  in  the  general  continental  Congrefs, 
to  be  held  in  May  next,  and  the  teftimonies  of  the  honorable  dele¬ 
gates  from  South-Carolina,  we  hope  will  be  fatisfadlory. 

“  Immediately  upon  our  being  honoured  with  an  anfwer  to  the 
reprefentation  of  our  cafe  tranfmitted  to  the  honourable  Congrefs, 
which  fat  at  Philadelphia  laft  year%  with  a  copy  of  the  alfociation 
there  entered  into,  we  had  a  meeting,  and  our  proceedings  then  and 
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fince  that  time,  will,  in  brief,  appear  from  the  following  abffracts  of 
an  addrefs  from  this  parifh  to  the  committee  of  correfpondence  in 
Charleftown,  South-Carolina,  which  is  as  follows  : 

“  GENTLEMEN, 

“  Herewith  will  be  communicated  to  you,  the  feveral  heps  taken 
by  this  parifh  in  their  endeavours  to  conform,  as  near  as  poffible, 
to  the  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  other  colonies  :  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  meaiures  now  adopted,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  con¬ 
tinental  aflociation,  which  we  embraced  the  earliefc  opportunity  of 
acceding  to,  by  fubfcribing  it  ;  on  condition  that  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  with  the  other  colonies  be  continued  to  us  the  fubfcribers  ; 
and  thereupon  fhould  have  immediately  fent  to  you  for  your  appro¬ 
bation  and  indulgence,  but  were  delayed  by  a  fummons  to  attend  a 
provincial  Congrefs  in  Savannah,  on  the  18th  of  January  laft,  for 
the  purpole,  as  we  underhood,  of  a  general  affociation  with  the 
other  colonies,  and  chufing  delegates  :  at  which  time  and  place  we 
attended,  and  acquainted  the  other  parifhes,  affembled  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  that  we  had  already  acceded  to  the  general  affociation,  on 
condition,  as  above-mentioned,  and  earneftly  requeffed  them  to  do 
the  fame.  Had  they  acceded  fully  to  the  general  affociation,  we 
fhould  have  had  no  occafion  to  trouble  you  with  this  addrefs  ;  but, 
as  they  did  not,  we  now  apply  to  you,  to  admit  us,  the  fubfcribers, 
to  an  alliance  with  you,  requefling  that  you  will  allow  trade  and 
commerce  to  be  continued  to  us,  the  fame  to  be  conducted  under 
fuch  regulations  and  reftridlions,  as  fhall  be  confident  with  the  con¬ 
tinental  affociation,  and  which,  on  our  part,  we  engage,  with  all  pof¬ 
fible  care,  to  keep  inviolate.  As  we  of  this  parifh  are  a  body  de¬ 
tached  from  the  reft  (i.  e.  of  this  province)  by  our  refolutions,  and 
fufficiently  diftindt  by  local  fituation,  large  enough  for  particular 
notice,  adjoining  a  particular  port,  and  in  that  refpedt,  capable  of 
conforming  to  the  general  affociation,  if  connedted  with  you,  with 
the  fame  fidelity  as  a  diflant  parifh  of  your  own  province  ;  we  muff 
be  conffdered,  as  comprehended  within  the  fpirit  and  equitable 
meaning  of  the  continental  affociation,  and  hope  you  will  not  con¬ 
demn  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  efpecially  when  a  due  fepara- 
tion  is  made  between  them. 

4  Give  us  leave  to  add  only,  that  we  wait  your  anfwer,  fhall  be 
glad  of  your  advice,  and  are,  with  effeem, 

4  Gentlemen, 

4  Yours,  See.’ 

St»  'John's,  9th  } 

February,  1 775.) 

To  which  we  received  the  following  anfwer  : 

o 

44  GENTLEMEN, 

44  Your  letter,  accompanying  fundry  papers,  having  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  a  very  full  committee  of  this  colony,  and  undergone  the  moff 
mature  deliberation,  I  am,  by  their  defire,  to  acquaint  you,  that 
they  have  the  higheff  fenfe  of  your  arduous  ftruggjes  in  favour  of 
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the  common  caufe  of  America;  and  moll  fincerely  lament  yourpre- 
fent  unhappy  fituation  ;  but  would  recommend  a  continuance  of 
your  laudable  exertions,  and  the  laying  a  (late  of  your  cafe  before 
the  enfuing  continental  Gongrefs,  as  the  only  means  of  obtaining 
relief,  and  to  put  you  in  the  fituation  you  wifh,  which  this  commit¬ 
tee  apprehend  to  be  entirely  out  of  their  power  to  do  ;  as  it  is  their 
opinion,  that  the  parifh  of  St.  John,  being  a  part  of  the  colony  of 
Georgia  (which,  by  not  acceding  to,  has  violated  the  continental 
affociation)  falls  under  the  14th  article  of  the  faid  affociation,  no 
part  of  which  any  committee  can  prefume  to  do  away,  See.’ 

66  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  it  was  ferioufly  confidered  in 
what  manner  to  condud  in  the  prefent  fituation  ;  and  propofed, 
whether  we  fhould  immediately  break  off  all  connection  and  com¬ 
merce  with  Savannah,  and  all  other  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
who  have  not  fully  acceded  to  the  continental  affociation'. 

u  It  was  confidered,  that  as  we  were  denied  commerce  with  any 
other  colony,  and  but  one  merchant  among  us  confiderable  for  dry 
goods,  had  figned  our  affociation,  and  he  infufficient  for  a  prefent 
iiipply,  and  we  utterly  unable  at  prefent  to  procure  materials  or 
manufactures  for  cloathing  among  ourfelves,  we  muff,  by  fuch  a 
refolution,  become  extremely  miferable  ;  it  was  therefore  conclu¬ 
ded,  that  till  we  could  obtain  trade  and  commerce  with  fome  other 
colony,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  continue  it  in  fome  refpeds 
with  our  own,  and  determined  that  it  be  carried  on  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  regulations  : 

u  1.  That  none  of  us  fhall  direCtly  or  indireCtly  purchafe  any 
Have  imported  at  Savannah,  (large  numbers  of  which  we  underhand 
are  there  expeded,)  till  the  fenfe  of  the  Gongrefs  fhall  be  made 
known  to  us. 

“  2*  That  we  will  not  trade  at  all  with  any  merchant  at  Savan¬ 
nah,  or  el fe where,  that  will  not  join  in  our  affociating  agreement 
otherwdie  than  under  the  infpeClion  of  a  committee  for  that  pur- 
pofe  appointed,  and  for  fuch  things  only  as  they  fhall  judge  necef¬ 
fary,  and  when  they  fhall  think  there  are  neceffary  reafons  for  fo 
doing. 

“  A  committee  was  then  nominated,  and  appointed  to  fit  week¬ 
ly  on  Thurfdays,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

It  was  then  refolved,  that  a  delegate  be  lent  from  this  parifh 
to  the  Congreis,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  and  that 
Tuefday,  the  21ft  of  March,  be  appointed  for  chufing  one. 

“  On  the  faid  21ft  of  March,  at  a  full  meeting,  Lyman  Hall, 
Efq;  was  unanimoufly  chofen,  to  reprefent  and  ad  for  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  of  this  parifh,  as  a  delegate,  at  the  general  Congreis,  to  be 
held  in  Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  who  are  determined  faithfully 
to  adhere  to,  and  abide  by,  the  determination  of  him,  and  the  other 
ho  nourable  members  of  the  fame. 

‘j  Signed  by  order  of  the  inhabitants, 

By  Daniel  Roberts ,  and  twenty  others 
^  t  members  of  the  committee. " 

Midway ,  ot.  John's  parish ,  in  the  province  of  Georgia}  13  tb  Abrih 
A .  D «  1 775.”  “* 
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A  petition  from  the  county  of  Frederick,  in  Virginia,  addreffed 
to  toe  mongrels,  was  prefen  ted  and  read. 

Agreed,  \  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Monday,  May  15,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Relides  thole  who. met  at  the  opening  ot  the  Gongrefs,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members  attended  ;  from  New- York,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wif- 
ner,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Li- 
vingfton  ;  from  Penn fyl vania,  Mr.  Wiifon  ;  from  Maryland,  Mr. 
otone,  and  Mr.  Goldfborough. 

Upon  motion, 

Agreed,  That  the  fecretary  be  allowed  to  employ  Timothy  Mat- 
lack,  as  a  clerk,  he  having  firft  taken  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  to 
keep  fecret  the  tranfadlions  of  the  Gongrefs,  that  may  be  entrufled 
to  him,  or  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

^  ke  city  county  of  New-York,  having,  through  the  delegates 
ot  that  province,  applied  to  Congrefs  for  advice  how  to  conduct 
themfelves  with  regard  to  the  troops  expe&ed  there,  the  Congrefs 
took  the  matter  into  confideration.  During  their  deliberations,  it 
became  neceffary  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Congrefs  by  colonies, 
upon  which  a  queftion  arofe,  whether  the  delegate  from  the  pariffi 
of  St.  John’s,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  could  be  admitted  to  vote. 
After  fome  debate  on  this  queftion,  the  delegate  from  that  parifh 
arofe,  and  after  obferving,  that  the  prefent  diftrefsful  fituation  of 
American  affairs  had  induced  a  neceffity  of  this  Congrefs,  which 
was  compofed  of  delegates  reprefenting  whole  colonies  ;  that  as  he 
did  not  reprefent  a  colony,  but  only  apart,  he  did  not  infill  ongo¬ 
ing  a  vote  as  a  colony,  but  was  contented  to  hear  and  affifl  in^the 
debates,  and  to  give  his  vote  in  all  cafes,  except  when  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Congrefs  were  taken  by  colonies. 

1  he  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  matter  re¬ 
ferred  to  them;  during  the  debate,  Samuel  WYrd,  Efq;  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Rhode-Illand,  appeared  and  produced  his  creden- 
tials,  which  being  read,  were  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

^  Ay  the  honourable  the  general  assembly  of  the  Eng - 

Ash  colony  of  Rbode-Island  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations,  in  New-England,  in  America . 

7°  the  Hon .  Stephen  Hopkins ,  Esq;  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Esa; 

Greeting, 

Whereas  the  general  affembly  of  the  colony  aforefaid,  have  no¬ 
minated  and  appointed  you,  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel 
Ward,  to  reprefent  the  people  of  this  colony,  in  a  general  Congrefs 
of  reprefentatives,  from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  to  be  holden 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to 
meet,  and  join  with  the  commilhoners,  or  delegates  from  the  other 
colonies,  in  conflating  upon  proper  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
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the  feveral  a&s  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  for  levying  taxes  upon 
his  majefty’s  fubje&s  in  America,  without  their  confent ;  and  upon 
proper  meafures  to  eftablifh  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies, 
upon  a  juft  and  folid  foundation,  agreeable  to  the  inftructions  given 
you  by  the  general  affembly. 

By  virtue  of  an  a<ft  of  the  general  affembly,  I,  Henry  W ard, 
Efq;  fecretary  of  the  faid  colony,  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  arid 
affixed  the  feal  of  the  faid  colony,  this  feventh  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1775,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  moft  facred  ma- 
jefty,  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great-Bn- 
tain,  &c. 

(Signed)  Henry  Ward * 

The  matter  under  confideration  being  refumed,  the  Congrefs 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended,  for  the  prelent,  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  New-York,  that  if  the  troops,  which  are  expected,  fhould 
arrive,  the  faid  colony  adt  on  the  defenlive,  fo  long  as  may  be  con¬ 
fident  with  their  fafety  and  fecurity  ;  that  the  troops  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  the  barracks,  fo  long  as  they  behave  peaceably  and 
quietly,  but  that  they  be  not  fuffered  to  eredt  fortifications,  or  take 
any  fteps  for  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  to  wn  and 
country,  and  that  if  they  commit  hoftilities  or  invade  private  pro¬ 
perty,  the  inhabitants  fhould  defend  themfelves  and  their  property, 
and  repel  force  by  force  ;  that  the  warlike  ftores  be  removed  from 
the  town  ;  that  places  of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  be  provided 
for  the  women  and  children  of  New-York  ;  and  that  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  be  embodied,  and  kept  in  conftant  readinefs  for 
protecting  the  inhabitants  from  infult  and  injury. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Samuel  Shoemaker,  the  other  from 
James  and  Drinker,  merchants  of  this  city,  refpecting  fome  cargoes 
purchafed  by  them,  and  intended  for  Newfoundland,  but  which  are 
flopped  by  the  committee  of  this  city,  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs, 
and  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Washington,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
and  the  delegates  from  New-York,  be  a  committee,  to  coniider 
what  pofts  are  neceffary  to  be  occupied  in  the  colony  of  New-York, 
and  that  they  be  deftred  to  report  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  in¬ 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate 
of  America. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat ,  May  16,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  and  John  Murray,  of  New-York,  was  ‘ 
laid  before  the  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate 
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of  America  ;  alter  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refumed 

the  cnair,  and  Mr.  Tilghman  reported  from  the  committee,  that 

tnry  had  taken  the  matter  referred  to  them  into  confideration,  but 

not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
lit  again. 

.  J'-c  solved,  I  hat  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion  the  hate  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o’clock. 

Wednesday  May  17,  1775. 

I  he  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  being  poftponed  till  to-morrow  : 

Upon  motion, 

xiesrlved  unanimously ,  (hat  all  exportations  to  Quebec,  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  iiland  of  St.  John’s,  Newfoundland,  Georgia,  except 
tne  paiifh  of  St.  John’s,  and  to  liaft  and  Weft  Florida,  immediate- 
v  c^tx.  ^  ana  that  no  provifion  of  any  kind,  or  other  neceffaries  be 
urniihtu  to  the  Britifti  fifheries  on  the  American  coafts,  until  it  be 
otherwife  determined  by  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  I  hat  this  be  publilhed  immediately. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

^  Thursday  May  18,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  [Efq;  from  Rhode-Ifland,  and 

f  atnck  Henry,  Efq;  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  their  feats 
in  Congrefs. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  rules  of  condnd,  to  be  obferv- 
cy  in  debating  and  determining  queftions,  laid  down  by  the  laft 
Congiefs,  be  adopted  and  obferved  by  the  prefent  Congrefs. 

i  he  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  fome  important  intelli¬ 
gence  he  received  laft  night,  by  exprefs,  relative  to  the  furpriiing 
and  taking  of  Ticonderoga,  by  a  detachment  from  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  which  v^as  read. 

Upon  motion.  Agreed,  1  hat  Mr.  Brown,  who  brought  the  ex- 
preis,  be  called  in:  After  he  withdrew,  the  Congrefs,  taking  into 
confirmation  the  letters  and  intelligence  communicated  to  them, 

Resolved ,  \v  hereas  there  is  indubitable  evidence,  that  a  defign 
is  foimcd  by  tve  Bntifli  miniftry,  oi  making  a  cruel  invalion  from 
the  province  of  Quebec,  upon  thefe  colonies,  for  the  purpofe  of  def- 
1. 1  eying  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  fome  fteps  have  actually  been 
taken  to  carry  t  he  lain  defig'n  into  execution ;  and,  whereas,  feveral 
inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies,  refiding  in  the  vicinity  of  Ti- 
conderoga,  and  immediately  expoied  to  incurfions,  impelled  by  a 
juft  regard  lor  the  defence  and  prefervation  of  themfelves  and  their 
countrymen  Irom  inch  imminent  dangers  and  calamities,  have  ta- 
kt.n  pofleffion  of  that  poft,  in  which  was  lodged  a  quantity  of  can¬ 
non  and  military  ftores,  that  would  certainly  have  been  ufed  in  the 
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intended  invafion  of  thefe  colonies ;  this  Congrefs  earnedly  recorn- 
mend  it  to  the  committees  of  the  cities  and  counties  of  New- York 
and  Albany,  immediately  to  caufe  the  faid  cannon  and  (lores  to  be 
removed  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George ;  and, 
if  neceffary,  to  apply  to  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  and  Connecticut,  for  fuch  an  additional  body  of  forces  as 
will  be  fufficient  to  eftablifh  a  ftrong  poll  at  that  place,  and  effec¬ 
tually  to  fecure  faid  cannon  and  (lores,  or  lo  many  of  them  as  it 
may  be  judged  proper  to  keep  there.  And  that  an  exaCt  inventory 
be  taken  of  all  fuch  cannon  and  (lores,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
fafely  returned,  when  the  redoration  of  the  former  harmony  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  by 
the  latter,  (hall  render  it  prudent,  and  confident  with  the  over-rul¬ 
ing  law  of  felf-prefervation. 

- Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confederation 
the  date  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

»'i  flTin  'TT  - — 

Friday ,  May  19,  1 775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confide r  what  pods  are  neceffary  to 
be  occupied  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  by  what  number  of 
troops  it  will  be  proper  they  diould  be  guarded,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which,  being  read,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  ©f  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  them- 
felves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  condderation  the 
date  of  America,  and  continued  to  do  fo,  from  day  to  day,  till  W  ed- 
nefday  the  24th,  on  which  day  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  pre- 
iident,  being  under  a  necedity  of  returning  home,  and  having  fet 
out  this  morning  early,  the  chair  was  vacant,  whereupon, 

On  motion,  the  honorable  John  Hancock,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly 
chofen  prefident. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  themfelves  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  condderation  the  date  of  America,  and  repeated 
the  fame  on  the  dav  following. 

»  o 

- — «a HUES  aSSEBEisvi— - 

Friday ,  May  26,  1 775. 

The  Congrefs  being  met  according  to  adjournment,  one  of  the 
delegates  from  New-Jerfey  laid  before  them  a  minute  from  the  jour¬ 
nals  of  the  affembly  of  that  colony,  together  with  a  refolution  of  the 
commons  of  Great-Britain,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

“  New- Jersey,  House  of  Assembly,  Mav  20,  17 75. 

“  His  excellency  having  laid  before  the  houfe,  a  copy  of  the  re¬ 
folution  of  the  honorable  houfe  of  commons  of  Great-Britain,  of 
the  20th  of  February,  1775,  containing  a  plan  formed  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  unhappy  differences  between  our  parent  date 
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and  the  colonies ;  which  plan,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  this 
houie  could  not  comply  with  and  adopt,  and  yet  this  houfe  being 
ehrous  ot  making  ule  of  all  proper  means  to  effect  a  reconciliation, 
do  recommend  it  to  their  delegates  to  lay  the  fame  plan  before  the 
continental  Congrefs,  for  their  confideration. 

“  A  true  copy  from  the  journals, 

Richard  Smith ,  clerk  of  affembly.” 

Copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  commons ,  February  20,  1775  ; 

“  Resolved ,  That  when  the  governor;  council  and  affembly,  or 
general  court,  of  anyof  his  majedy’s  provinces,  or  colonies,  in 
America,  fhall  propoie  to  make  provifion  according  to  the  condi¬ 
tion,  circumdances,  and  fituations  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  for 
contributing  their  proportion  for  the  common  defence,  (fuch  pro¬ 
portion  to  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  general  court,  or 
general  affembly  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  and  dilpo fable  by  par¬ 
liament,)  and  fhall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo  for  the  fupport 
of  the  civil  government,  and  the  adminidration  of  juftice,  in  fuch 
province  or  colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch  propofal  fhall  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  his  majedy,  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  and  for 
fo  long  as  fuch  provifion  fhall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,  in 
refpect  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax,  or  affefs- 
ment,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue 
to  levy,  or  to  impofe,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the  neat  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  duties,  laft  mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
fuch  province,  or  colony,  refpectively.” 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  taking 
into  confideration  the  fate  of  America. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  flate  of  America  ;  after  fome  time  fpent 
therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported 
from  the  committee,  that  they  had  come  to  fome  refolutions  which 
lie  was  defired  to  report,  but  not  having  fini filed  the  bufmefs,  deilr- 
ea  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  being  read,  the  Congrefs  came 
into  the  following  refolutions : 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  his  majedy’s  moft  faithful  fubjects, 
in  thefe  colonies,  are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical  fitnation, 
by  the  attempts  of  the  Britifh  mini  dry  to  carry  into  execution,  by 
force  of  arms,  feveral  unconditional  and  oppreflive  acts  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  for  laying  taxes  in  America  ;  to  enforce  the  col¬ 
lection  of  thofe  taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the  condi¬ 
tion  and  internal  police  of  fome  of  thefe  colonies,  in  violation  of 
the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  the  colonifts. 

Hodilities  being  actually  commenced  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
by  the  Britifh  troops,  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  and  the 
lives  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  dedroyed,  the 
town  of  Bodon  having  not  only  been  long  occupied  as  a  garrifoned 
town  in  an  enemy’s  country,  but  the  inhabitants  thereof  treated 
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'with  a  feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  juftified  even  towards  declared 
enemies ;  large  re-inforcements  too  being  ordered  and  foon  expedited, 
for  the  declared  purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  colonies  to  fubmit  to 
the  operation  of  the  laid  acts  ;  that  therefore,  for  the  exprefs  pur¬ 
pofe  of  fecuring  and  defending  thefe  colonies,  and  prelerving  them 
in  fafety  againft  all  attempts  to  carry  the  faid  a£ts  into  execution, 
by  force  of  arms,  thefe  colonies,  be  immediately  put  into  a  ftate  of 
defence. 

But,  as  we  molt  ardently  with  for  a  refloration  of  the  harmony 
formerly  fubftfting  between  our  mother  country  and  thefe  colonies, 
the  interruption  of  which  mult,  at  all  events,  be  exceedingly  injuri¬ 
ous  to  both  countries,  that  with  a  fmcere  defign  of  contributing  by- 
all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with  a  juft  regard  for 
the  undoubted  rights  and  true  intrefts  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  this  molt  defirable  reconciliation,  an  humble  and  duti¬ 
ful  petition  be  prefented  to  his  majefty. 

Resolved ,  That  meafures  be  entered  into  for  opening  a  negocl- 
ation,  in  order  to  accomodate  the  unhappy  difputes  fubftfting  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  and  that  this  be  made  a 
part  of  the  petition  to  the  king. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  militia  of  New- York  be  armed 
and  trained,  and  in  conftantreadinefs  to  add  at  a  moment’s  warning  ; 
and  that  a  number  of  men  be  immediately  embodied  and  kept  in 
that  city,  and  fo  difpofed  of  as  to  give  protection  to  the  inhabitants, 
in  cafe  any  infult  Ihould  be  offered  by  the  troops,  that  may  land 
there,  and  to  prevent  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  gain  pof- 
feftion  of  the  city,  and  interrupt  its  intercourfe  with  the  country. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial 
convention  at  New-York,  to  perfevere  the  more  vigoroully  in  pre¬ 
paring  for  their  defence,  as  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  the  earned: 
endeavours  of  the  Congrefs,  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  differ¬ 
ences  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  by  conciliatory  mea¬ 
fures,  will  be  fuccefsful. 

Upon  motion,  Agreed ,  That  Mr.  Jay  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Deane,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  letter  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Canada. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  ftate  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Savurdat,  May  27,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  New-Jerfey,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole. 

Information  being  given,  that  there  is  a  gentleman  in  town  who 
can  give  a  full  and  juft  account  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Canada. 

Ordered ,  That  he  be  introduced,  which  was  done® 

Vol.  I,  o 
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1  he  committee  appointed  to  draught  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  brought  in  the  letter,  which  was  read,  and  after  fome 
debate,  re-committed  to  the  fame  committee. 

Upon  motion,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Washington,  Mr.  Schuyler, 
Mr.  Mifflin,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  be  a  com-* 
jmttee,  to  conlider  on  wtiys  and  means  to  fupply  thefe  colonies 
with  ammunition  and  military  ftores. 

Upon  motion,  1  he  memorial  of  Robert  Murray  and  John  Mur¬ 
ray,  defiring  to  be  reftored  to  their  former  fituation  with  relpedt 
to  their  commercial  privileges,”  was  taken  into  confideration,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Resolved ,  i  hat  where  any  perfon  hath  been  or  fh all  be  ad¬ 
judged  by  a  committee,  to  have  violated  the  continental  affocia- 
tion,  and  fuch  offender  fhall  fatisfy  the  convention  of  the  colony, 
wnere  the  offence  was  or  fhall  be  committed,  or  the  committee  of 
the  pari fh  of  St.  John’s,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  if  the  offence 
be  committed  there,  of  his  contrition  for  his  offence,  and  fincere 
reiolution  to  conform  to  the  afTociation  for  the  future,  the  faid 
convention,  or  committee  of  the  parifh  of  St.  John’s  aforefaid, 
may  lettle  the  terms  upon  which  he  may  be  reftored  to  the  favour 
and  lorgivenefs  of  the  public,  and  that  the  terms  be  publifhed. 

Ordered ,  That  this  be  made  public. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  order  of  the  day  be  poftponed  till  Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  at  nine  o’clock. 

Monday,  May  29,  1 775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cana¬ 
da,  was  re-committed,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  read,  and 
approved,  and  is  as  follows  : 

7b  the  oppressed  inhabitants  of  Canada • 

FRIENDS  AND  COUNTRYMEN, 

Alarmed  by  the  defigns  of  an  arbitrary  minifry,  to  extirpate 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  all  America,  a  fenfe  of  common  danger 
confpired  with  the  dictates  of  humanity,  in  urging  us  to  call  your 
attention,  by  our  late  addrefs,  to  this  very  important  objed. 

Since  the  conclufiori  of  the  late  war,  we  have  been  happy  in  con- 
fidering  you  as  fellow-fubjeiSts,  and  from  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  plan  lor  fubjugating  the  continent,  we  have  viewed 
you  as  fellow-fufferers  with  us.  As  we  were  both  entitled  by  the 
bounty  of  an  indulgent  Creator  to  freedom,  and  being  both  de¬ 
voted  by  the  cruel  ediffls  of  a  defpotic  adminiftration,  to  common 
ruin,  we  perceived  the  fate  of  the  Proteflant  and  Catholic  colonies 
to  be  ftrongly  linked  together,  and  therefore  invited  you  to  join 
with  us  in  refolving  to  be  free,  and  in  rejecting,  with  difdain,  the 
fetters  of  flavery,  however  artfully  polifhed. 

We  moll  fhmereJy  condole  with  you  on  the  arrival  of  that  day, 
in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  fun  could  not  fhine  on  a  fingle  freeman 
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in  all  your  extenlive  dominions.  Be  allured,  that  your  unmerited 
degradation  has  engaged  the  moft  unfeigned  pity  of  your  filter 
colonies  ;  and  we  flatter  ourlelves  you  will  not,  by  tamely  bearing 
the  yoke,  fuffer  that  pity  to  be  fupplanted  by  contempt. 

When  hardy  attempts  are  made  to  deprive  men  of  rights,  be¬ 
llowed  by  the  Almighty,  when  avenues  are  cut  through  the  moil 
folemn  compacts  for  the  admillion  of  defpotifm,  when  the  plighted 
faith  of  government  ceafes  to  give  fecurity  to  dutiful  fubje&s, 
and  when  the  infidious  ftratagems  and  manoeuvres  of  peace  become 
more  terrible  than  the  fanguinary  operations  of  war,  it  is  high, 
time  for  them  to  affert  thofe  rights,  and,  with  honed  indignation* 
oppofe  the  torrent  of  oppreffion  rufhing  in  upon  them. 

By  the  introduction  of  your  prefent  form  of  government,  or 
rather  prefent  form  of  tyranny,  you  and  your  wives  and  your  chil¬ 
dren  are  made  flaves.  You  have  nothing  that  you  can  call  your 
own,  and  all  the  fruits  of  your  labour  and  induftry  may  be  taken 
from  you,  whenever  an  avaricious  governor  and  a  rapacious  coun¬ 
cil  may  incline  to  demand  them.  You  are  liable  by  their  edicts 
to  be  tranfported  into  foreign  countries  to  fight  battles  in  which 
you  have  no  intereft,  and  to  fpill  your  blood  in  conflicts  from 

which  neither  honour  nor  emolument  can  be  derived:  Nay,  the 

•  ' 

enjoyment  of  your  very  religion,  on  the  prefent  fyftem,  depends 
on  a  legiflature  in  which  you  have  no  fhare,  and  over  which  you 
have  no  controul,  and  your  prielts  are  expofed  to  expulfion,  ba¬ 
il  ilh  me  nt,  and  ruin,  whenever  their  wealth  and  poffefiions  furnifh 
fufficient  temptation.  They  cannot  be  fure  that  a  virtuous  prince 
will  always  fill  the  throne,  and  fhould  a  wicked  or  carelefs  king 
concur  with  a  wicked  miniftry  in  extracting  the  treafure  and 
flrength  of  your  country,  it  is  impoftible  to  conceive  to  what  va¬ 
riety  and  to  what  extremes  of  wretchednefs  you  may,  under  the 
v  prefent  eflablifhment,  be  reduced. 

W e  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called  upon  to  wafle 
your  lives  in  a  c.onteft  with  us.  Should  you,  by  complying  in  this 
inftance,  affent  to  your  new  eflablifhment,  and  a  war  break  out 
with  France,  your  wealth  and  your  fons  may  be  fent  to  perifh  in. 
expeditions  againfl  their  iflands  in  the  Weft-Jndies. 

It  cannot  be  prefumed  that  thefe  confiderations  will  have  no 
weight  with  you,  or  that  you  are  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  honour. 
We  can  never  believe  that  the  prefent  race  of  Canadians  are  fo 
degenerated  as  to  poffefs  neither  the  fpirit,  the  gallantry,  nor  the 
courage  of  their  anceftors.  You  certainly  will  not  permit  the  in¬ 
famy  and  difgrace  of  fuch  pufillanimity  to  reft  on  your  own  heads, 
and  the  confequences  of  it  on  your  children  forever. 

W e,  for  our  parts,  are  determined  to  live  free,  or  not  at  all  ; 
and  are  refolved,  that  pofterity  fhall  never  reproach  us  with  having 
brought  flaves  into  the  world. 

Permit  us  again  to  repeat  that  we  are  your  friends,  not  your 
enemies,  and  be  not  impofed  upon  by  thofe  who  may  endeavour 
to  create  animofitiese  The  taking  of  the  fort  and  military  Bores 
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at  1  iconderoga  and  Crown-Point,  and  the  armed  vfeflels  on  the 
Lake,  was  didated  by  the  great  law  of  felf-prefervation.  They 
were  intended  to  annoy  us,  and  to  cut  off  that  friendly  intercourfe 
and  communication,  which  has  hitherto  fublifted  between  you  and 
us.  We  hope  it  has  given  you  no  uneafinefs,  and  you  may  rely 
on  our  afiurances,  that  thefe  colonies  will  purfue  no  meafures 
whatever,  but  fuch  as  friendfhip  and  a  regard  for  our  mutual  fafe- 
ty  and  interelf  may  fugged. 

As  our  concern  for  your  welfare  entitles  us  to  your  friendfhip, 
we  prefume  you  will  not,  by  doing  us  injury,  reduce  us  to  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  neceffity  of  treating  you  as  enemies. 

W e  yet  entertain  hopes  of  your  uniting  with  us  in  the  defence 
or  our  common  liberty,  and  there  is  yet  reafon  to  believe,  that 
fhould  we  join  in  imploring  the  attention  of  our  fovereign,  to  the 
unmerited  and  unparalelled  oppreflions  of  his  American  fubje&s, 
he  will  at  length  be  undeceived,  and  forbid  a  licentious  miniftry 
any  longer  to  riot  in  the  ruins  of  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  letter  be  Signed  by  the  prefident. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  Mr.  Mifflin,  be  a  committee 
to  get  the  letter  tranflated  into  the  French  language,  and  to  have 
one  thoufand  copies  of  it,  So  tranflated,  printed,  in  order  to  be 
Sent  to  Canada,  and  difperled  among  the  inhabitants  there. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved ,  That  no  provifions  or  neceffaries  of 
any  kind  be  exported  to  the  illand  of  Nantucket,  except  from  the 
colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  the  convention  of  which  colony  is 
defired  to  take  meafures  for  effectually  providing  the  faid  ifland, 
upon  their  application  to  purchafe  the  fame,  with  as  much  provi- 
fion,  as  Shall  be  neceffary  for  its  internal  ufe,  and  no  more. 

The  Congrefs  deeming  it  of  great  importance  to  North-Ameri- 
ca,  that  the  Britilh  fifliery  Ihould  not  be  furnifhed  with  provifions 
from  the  continent  through  Nantucket,  earneftly  recommend  a 
vigilant  execution  of  this  refolve  to  all  committees. 

Ordered ,  I'll  at  the  above  refolve  be  immediately  publifhed. 

As  the  prefent  critical  Situation  of  the  colonies  renders  it  high¬ 
ly  neceffary  that  ways  and  means  Ihould  be  deviled  for  the  fpeedy 
and  Secure  conveyance  of  intelligence  from  one  end  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  to  the  other, 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
ling,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingflon,  be  a  committee  to 
confider  the  bell  means  of  effablifhing  poll  for  conveying  letters 
and  intelligence  through  this  continent. 

Resolved ,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  poltponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  o’clock. 

TuESDstr,  May  30,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  member  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  a  gentleman,  jufl  arrived 
from  London,  had  brought  with  him  a  paper,  which  he  fays  he 
received  from  lord  North,  and  which  was  written,  at  the  delire  of 
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Ins  lordfhip,  by  Mr.  Grey  Cooper,  under-fecretary  to  the  treafury, 
and  as  the  gentleman  underftood  it  to  be  his  lordlhip’s  defire  that 
it  fhould  be  communicated  to  the  Congrefs,  for  that  purpofe  he 
had  put  it  into  his  hands.  The  member  farther  obferved,  that  he 
had  .(hewn  the  paper  to  a  member  near  him,  who  was  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  he  verily  believes 
the  paper  was  written  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

The  paper  being  read,  is  as  follows  : 

a  THAT  it  is  earneftly  hoped  by  all  the  real  friends  of  the 
Americans,  that  the  terms  expreffed  in  the  resolution  of  the  20th 
of  February  laft,  will  be  accepted  by  all  the  colonies,  who  have  the 
lead  affection  for  their  king  and  country,  or  a  juft  fenfe  of  their 
own  intereft. 

“  That  thefe  terms  are  honourable  for  Great-Britain,  and  fafe 
for  the  colonies. 

“  That  if  the  colonies  are  not  blinded  by  faction,  thefe  terms 
will  remove  every  grievance  relative  to  taxation,  and  be  the  bafts 
of  a  compact  between  the  colonies,  and  the  mother  country. 

“  That  the  people  in  America  ought,  on  every  confideration,  to 
be  iatisfied  with  them. 

u  That  no  further  relaxation  can  be  admitted. 

a  The  temper  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  are  fo  much  againft  con- 
ceflions,  that  if  it  were  the  intention  of  adminiftration,  they  could 
not  carry  the  queftion. 

u  But  adminiftration  have  no  fuch  intention,  as  they  are  fully 
and  firmly  perfuaded,  that  further  conceflions  would  be  injurious 
to  the  colonies  as  well  as  to  Great-Britain. 

“  That  there  is  not  the  leaft  probability  of  a  change  of  adminif¬ 
tration. 

“  That  they  are  perfectly  united  in  opinion,  and  determined  to 
purfue  the  moft  effectual  meafures,  and  to  ufe  the  whole  force  of 
the  kingdom,  if  it  be  found  neceffary,  to  reduce  the  rebellious  and 
refraAory  provinces  and  colonies. 

u  There  is  fo  great  a  fpirit  in  the  nation  againft  the  Congrefs, 
that  the  people  will  bear  the  temporary  diftreiles  of  a  ftoppage  of 
the  American  trade. 

“  They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true.” 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate 
of  America,  and  continued  lo  to  do  the  day  following,  when  after 
fome  time,  the  piendent  refumed  the  chair,  and  IvXr.  Ward  report¬ 
ed  from  the  committee,  that  they  had  proceeded  in  the  bufmefs, 
but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defined  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide¬ 
ration  the  ftate  of  America. 

A  letter  from  col.  Arnold,  dated  Crown-Point,  May  23,  1775, 
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■vvas  laid  beiore  the  Congrefs,  informing  that  he  had  certain  intel¬ 
ligence,  that  u  on  the  19th  there  were  then  four  hundred  regulars 
at  St.  John’s,  making  all  polfible  preparation  to  crofs  the  lake,  and 
expended  to  be  joined  by  a  number  of  Indians,  with  a  defign  of  re¬ 
taking  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga,”  and  earneflly  calling  for  a 
reinforcement  and  fupplies.  This  letter  being  taken  in  confideration, 
.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut  be  requefted  imme¬ 
diately  to  lend  a  ilrong  reinforcement  to  the  garrifons  of  Crown- 
Pomt  and  I  iconderoga,  and  that  fo  many  of  the  cannon  and  other 
fiores  be  retained,  as  may  be  necelfary  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
thole  pods,  until  further  order  from  this  Congrefs,  and  that  the 
provincial  convention  of  New-York  be  informed  of  this  refolve,  and 
delired  to  furnifh  thofe  troops  with  provilions  and  other  necelfary 
Ifores,  and  to  take  elfe6tual  care  that  a  lufficient  number  of  bat- 
teaus  be  immediately  provided  for  the  lakes. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  refolve  be  immediately  tranfmitted  in 
a  letter  by  the  prefident,  to  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  convention 
at  New-York. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prefident  in  his  letter  acquaint  governor 
Trumbull,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  Congrefs,  that  he  fhould  appoint 
aperfon,  in  whom  he  can  confide,  to  command  the  forces  at  Crown- 
Point  and  Ticonderoga. 

Adj  ourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Thursdat  June  1,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  ways  and  means  to  fnpply 
thefe  colonies  with  ammunition  and  military  (lores,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Connecticut,  or  the  general  of  the  forces  of  that  colony,  to 
appoint  commilfaries  to  receive  at  Albany  and  forward  the  fupplies 
of  provifions,  for  the  forces  on  lake  Champlain,  from  the  provin¬ 
cial  convention  of  New-York,  and  that  the  faid  convention  ufe 
their  utmofl  endeavours  in  facilitating  and  aiding  the  tranfporta- 
tion  thereof,  from  thence  to  where  the  faid  commilfaries  may  di¬ 
re  61. 

As  this  Congrefs  has  nothing  more  in  view  than  the  defence  of 
thefe  colonies, 

Resolved ,  That  no  expedition  or  incur fion  ought  to  be  underta¬ 
ken  or  made,  by  any  colony,  or  body  of  coloniftsj  againfl  or  into 
Canada  ;  and  that  this  refolve  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  the 
commander  of  the  forces  at  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve  be  tranflated  into  the  French 
language,  and  tranfmitted,  with  the  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  trail fm it  a  copy  of  the  above  to 
New-York,  and  the  other  colonies  bordering  on  Canada* 
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A  petition  from  the  committee  representing  the  people  in  that 
part  of  Augufta  county,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  on  the  weftlide 
of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read, 
intimating  u  fears  of  a  rupture  with  the  Indians  on  account  of  lord 
Dunmore’s  conduct,”  and  defiring  a  commiffioners  from  the  colony 
of  Virginia,  and  province  of  Pennfylvania,  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Indians  at  Pittlburgh,  on  behalf  of  thefe  colonies. ” 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania. 

The  Congrefs  then,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
flate  of  America,  and  alter  fome  time  Spent  therein,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  fron;  the  committee, 
that  they  had  taken  the  matters  referred  to  them,  into  confideration 
but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  lit  again. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide¬ 
ration  the  Hate  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Fridat ,  June  2,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

.  The  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  provin¬ 
cial  convention  of  Maffacbufetts-Bay,  dated  May  16,  which  was 
read,  fetting  forth  the  difficulties  they  labour  under  for  want  of  a 
regular  form  of  government,  and  as  they  and  the  other  colonies 
are  now  compelled  to  raife  an  army  to  defend  themfelves  from  the 
butcheries  and  devaflations  of  their  implacable  enemies,  which  ren¬ 
ders  it  hill  more  necelTary  to  have  a  regular  eftabliffied  government, 
requeuing  the  Congrefs  to  favour  them  with  “  explicit  advice  ref- 
*pe£ling  the  taking  up  and  exercifmg  the  povTers  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment,”  and  declaring  their  readinefs  to  “  Submit  to  fuch  a  general 
plan  as  the  Congrefs  may  dire£l  for  the  colonies,  or  make  it  their 
great  flucty  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  form  of  government  there,  as  {hall 

not  only  promote  their  advantage,  but  the  union  and  intereil  of 
all  America.” 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  farther  confideration. 

Doctor  Benjamin  Church  being  direded  by  the  convention  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  confer  with  the  Congrefs  re  Spelling  fuch 
matters,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  the  defence  of  that  colonv,  and  par- 
fticularly  the  ftate  of  the  army  therein  ;  7’  P 

Ordered ,  That  he  be  introduced. 

n/rVe[  r6  w,‘hilrew’  an  exPrefs  arriving  with  difpatches  from 
Maflachufetts-Bajy,  the  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  letters 
from  the  conventions  of  that  colony,  and  New-Hampfhire,  alfo 
irom  governor  Trymbull,  which  were  read. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  no  bill  of  Exchange,  draught  or 
order  o.  any  officer  m  the  army  or  navy,  their  agents  or  cont-ac- 
toisbe  received,  or  negotiated,  or  any  money  fupplied  to  them  by 
any  perfon  in  America ;  y 
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That  no  provifions  or  neceffaries  of  any  kind  be  furnilhed  or  fup« 
plied  to,  or  for  the  life  of  the  Britifh  army  or  navy,  in  the  colony 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ; 

i  hat  no  velfel  employed  in  tranfporting  Britifh  troops  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  or  from  one  part  of  North-America  to  another,  or  warlike 
flores  or  provifions  for  faid  troops  be  freighted  or  furnifhed  with  pro- 
vilions  or  any  neceffaries,  until  further  orders  from  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  1  hat  the  above  refolves  be  immediately  publifhed. 

1  he  order  of  the  day  being  poflponed,  the  Congrefs  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

- 


S ai'ur da 7*,  June  3,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  together  with  fun- 
dry  letters  and  papers  enclofed,  from  Albany,  were  laid  before  the 


Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  from  the  convention  of  Maffachufetts,  dated  the  16th 
May,  being  again  read, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  perfons  be  chofen  to  confider 
the  fame,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  the  proper  advice  to 
be  given  to  that  convention. 

The  following  perfons  were  chofen  by  ballot,  to  compofe  that 
committee,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Johnfton,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr, 
\Vilfon,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draught  z 
petition  to  the  king. 

i  hat  another  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

That  another  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 

r\  hat  another  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  the 
draught  of  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica. 

That  another  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  an  efli- 
mate  of  the  money  neceffary  to  be  railed. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe,  by  ballot,  the  feveral  com¬ 
mittees,  when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Johnffon,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Franklin,  were  elected  to  compofe  the  firft  ;  Mr. 
Lee,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingflon,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  for  the  fecond  ; 
Mr,  Duane,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  for  the  third  ;  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Lynch, 
for  the  fourth  ;  and  Mr.  Walhington,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Deane# 
Mr.  Cu filing,  and  Mr.  Hewes,  for  the  fifth. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

On  Monday  and  Tuelclay  the  Congrefs  met  and  adjourned,  to 
give  the  committees  time  to  bring  in  their  report. 


Wednesday" ,  June  7,  1775. 

The  (  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  effimate  of  the  money  ne« 
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ceflary  to  be  raifed,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  Thurfday  the  20th  of  July  next,  be 
obferved  throughout  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  as  a  day  of  hu* 
miliation, falling  and  prayer:  and  that  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Paine,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  refolve  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  advice  in  anfwer  to  the  let¬ 
ter  from  the  convention  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  considera¬ 
tion. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  them- 
felves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
lideration  the  (late  of  America  ;  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the 
preiident  refumed  the  chair  ;  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  proceeded  in  the  bulinefs  referred  to  them,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  them- 
felves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con¬ 
sideration  the  hate  of  America  ;  and  that  this  be  a  (landing  order 
till  the  bulinefs  is  compleated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock* 

Thursday ,  June  8,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed,  that  a  major  Skene,  with  fome 
other  officers,  who  arrived  lad  evening,  in  a  veffel  from  London, 
were,  with  their  papers,  in  the  cuitody  of  the  troops  of  this  city  ; 
that  the  faid  Skene,  has  lately  been  appointed  governor  of  the  forts 
of  Ticonderoga,  and  Crown-Point  ;  that  one  of  the  officers  with 
him,  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  regulars,  now  in  the  province  of  Que¬ 
bec  ;  and  moreover,  that  the  faid  Skene  had  declared,  that  he  has 
authority  to  raife  a  regiment  in  America  ;  from  all  this,  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  the  faid  Skene  is  a  dangerous  partifan  of  adminiflration, 
and  that  his  papers  may  contain  intelligence  of  minifterial  defigns 
agamft  America,  very  important  to  be  known  ; 

Resolved r,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to' examine  the  papers 
of  the  faid  Skene  and  lieutenant,  in  their  prefence : 

That  the  committee  confift  of  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Deane,  and 
Mr.  Mifflin  : 

,  That  the  faid  committee  be  upon  honour  to  conceal  whatever,  of 
a  private  nature,  may  come  to  their  knowledge  by  fuch  examina¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  they  communicate,  to  this  Congrefs,  what  they  ffiall 
difcover  relative  to  the  prefent  difpute,  between  Great-Britain  and 
America. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  being  fpent  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  (late  of  America,  the  Congrefs  adjourned  till  to¬ 
morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

VOL.  I.  p 
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Fridat ,  June  9,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

c  °*  tlie  committee,  on  the  letter  from  the  convention 

of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  being  again  read,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  relolution: 

Resolved ,  1  hat  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  aft  of  parliament 
for  altering  the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  nor 
to  a  governor,  or  a  lieutenant-governor,  who  will  not  obferve  the 
directions  of,  but  endeavour  to  fubvert  that  charter,  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor  of  that  colony  are  to  be  confidered  as  ab- 
fent,  and  their  offices  vacant;  and  as  there  is  no  council  there,  and 
the  inconveniences,  arifing  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  powers  of 
government,  are  intolerable,  efpecially  at  a  time  when  gen.  Gao'e 
hath  actually  levied  war,  and  is  carrying  on  hoftilities,  againft  his 
majetty’s  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjeds  of  that  colony  ;  that,  in  order 
to  conform,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  fpirit  and  fubftance  of  the 
charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  convention,  to  write 
letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  places,  which  are  intitled 
to  reprefentation  in  affembly,  requefting  them  to  chufe  fuch  repre- 
fentatives,  and  that  the  affembly,  when  chofen,  do  deft  council- 
l°rs;  and  that  fuch  affembly,  or  council,  exercife  the  powers  of 
government,  until  a  governor,  of  his  majefty’s  appointment,  will 
confent  to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its  charter. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  above  to  the 
convention  of  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


SAruRDAr,  June  10,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

^  Sundry  letters,  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Ticonderoga,  Crown- 
Point,  See.  being  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  were  read;  and  the  fame 

being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 
resolutions:  b 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  towns  anddif- 
trids  in  the  colonies  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  New-Hampffiire,  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Conne&icut,  New- York,  and 
the  ealfern  divifion  of  New-Jerfey,  to  collect  all  the  falt-petre  and 
brimftone  in  their  feveral  towns  and  difhicts,  and  tranfmit  the 
lane,  with  all  polhble  difpatch,  to  the  provincial  convention  at 
New- York. 

i  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  convention  of  the  co¬ 
lony  oi  New-York,  to  have  the  powder-mills,  in  that  colony,  put 
into  fuch  a  condition,  as  immediately  to  manufacture,  into"  gun¬ 
powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  whatever  materials  may  be 
procured  in  the  manner  above-direCted. 

I  hat  it.  be  recommended  to  the  committees  of  the  weftern  divi- 
lion  of  New-Jerfey,  the  colonies  of  Pennfylvania,  lower  counties 
on  Delaware  and  Maryland,  that  they,  without  delay,  colleCt  the 
falt-petre  and  fulphur  in  their  re fpcCtive  colonies,  and  tranfmit  the 
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fame  for  the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia; 
to  the  end,  that  thofe  articles  may  be  immediately  manufadtured 
into  gun-powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  conventions  and  committees  of 
the  colonies  of  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Garolina,  that 
they,  without  delay,  colledt  the  falt-petre  and  fuiphur  in  their  ref- 
pective  colonies,  and  procure  thefe  articles  to  be  manufactured,  as 
foon  as  poflible,  into  gun-powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Colonies,  who  are  poffeiTed  of  falt-petre  and  fuiphur,  for  their  own 
ufe,  to  difpofe  them  for  the  purpofe  of  manufacturing  gun-powder. 

That  the  falt-petre  and  fuiphur,  collected  in  confequence  of  the 
above  refolves  of  Gongrefs,  be  paid  for  out  of  the  continental  fund. 

That  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Schuyler  and  Mr. 
Johnfon,  be  a  committee  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  introduce 
the  manufacture  of  falt-petre  in  thefe  colonies. 

The  committee  for  examining  governor  Skene’s  letters,  Sec.  hav¬ 
ing  communicated  to  Gongrefs  what  they  found  relative  to  the  dif- 
pute  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies; 

Upon  motion,  Resolved ,  That  governor  Philip  Skene,  lieutenant 
Moncrief,  and  Mr.  Lundy,  be  releafed  from  their  prefent  confine¬ 
ment,  and  permitted  to  go  at  large  any  where  within  eight  miles 
of  the  city,  between  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  on  their  parole  of 
honour,  not  to  pafs  thofe  limits,  and  that  they  will  hold  no  corref- 
pondence  with  any  perfen  whatfoever,  on  any  political  fubjeCt. 

That  Mr.  Gadfden  be  added  to  the  committee  for  examining  sro- 
vernor  Skene’s  papers,  and  that  faid  committee  have  it  in  charge  to 
execute  the  above  refolve. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Monday, June  12,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  a  faft, 
brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

As  the  great  Governor  of  the  world,  by  his  lupreme  anduniverfai 
providence,  not  only  conduCts  the  courfe  of  nature  with  unerring 
wifdom  and  rectitude,  but  frequently  influences  the  minds  of  men 
to  ferve  the  wife  and  gracious  purpofes  of  his  providential  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  it  being,  at  all  times,  our  indifpenfable  duty  devoutly  to 
acknowledge  his  fuperintending  providence,  efpecially  in  times  of 
impending  danger  and  public  calamity,  to  reverence  and  adore  his 
immutable  juftice,  as  well  as  to  implore  his  merciful  interpolation 
for  our  deliverance : 

This  Gongrefs,  therefore,  conlidering  the  prefent  critical,  alarm¬ 
ing  and  calamitous  ftate  of  thefe  colonies,  do  earneftly  recommend 
that  Thurfday,  the  20th  day  of  July  next,  be  obferved,  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  all  the  Engliih  colonies  on  this  continent,  as  a  day  of 
public  humiliation,  fading  and  prayer ;  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts 
and  voices,  unfeignedly  confefs  and  deplore  our  many  fins;  and  of- 
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"£"mu  10'’ereign,  king  George  the  third,  and  to  infpire  him  with 

W  linn  f  rv  r  1  i  r*  J _ _  T  .  1  •  /-»  ^ 
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lidom  to  diicern  and  purfue  the  true  intereft  of  his  fubie&s,  that  a 
ipeedy  end  may  be  put  to  the  civil  difcord  between  Great-Britain 
and  the  American  colonies,  without  farther  effufion  of  blood  :  And 
that  the  Bntifh  nation  may  be  influenced  to  regard  the  things  that 
belong  to  her  peace,  before  they  are  hid  from  her  eyes  :  That  thefe 
colonies  may  ever  be  under  the  care  and  protection  of  a  kind  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  be  prospered  in  all  their  interefts;  that  the  divine  blef- 
mg  may  defcend  and  reft  upon  all  our  civil  rulers,  and  upon  the 
reprelentatives  of  the  people,  in  their  feverai  affemblics  and  con¬ 
ventions,  that  they  may  be  direfted  to  wife  and  effeaual  meafures 
for  preferving  the  union,  and  fecuring  the  juft  rights  and  privileges 

cclomes’  tliat  Virtue  true  religion  may  revive  and  flou- 
riih  throughout  our  land;  and  that  all  America  may  foon  behold  a 
gi  acious  interpolation  of  heaven,  for  the  redrefs  of  her  many  P'rie- 
vances,  the  reftoration  of  her  invaded  rights,  a  reconciliation  with 
t.  e  parent  ftate,  on  terms  conftitutional  and  honourable  to  both* 
and  that  her  civil  and  religious  privileges  may  be  fecured  to  the 


lateft  pofterity. 


And  it  is  recommended  to  Chriftians,  of  all  denominations,  to  af- 
femble  for  public  worfhip,  and  to  abftain  from  fervile  labour  and 


recreation  on  faid  day. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  figned  by  the  prefident 
and  attefted  by  the  fecretary,  and  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers,  and 


The  Congrefs  then  relolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  ways  and  means  of  raiftng  money 
and  having  (pent  thereon  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day 
following,  adjourned  till  Wednefday  at  nine  o’clock.  7 


Wednesday ,  June  14,  1 775. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agieeable  to  the  {landing  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolv- 
ed  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  ftate  of  America;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  pre- 
lidriit  relumed  t lie  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  come  to  certain  resolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  re¬ 
port;  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  they  defired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  fix  companies  of  expert  riflemen,  be  immediately 
raiPd  in  Pennlylvania,  two  in  Maryland,  and  two  in  Virginia;  that 
each  company  conlift  of  a  captain,  three  lieutenants,  four  ferjeants, 
four  corporals,  a  drummer  or  trumpeter,  and  (ixty-eight  privates. 

.1  hat  eacli  company,  as  foon  as  compleated,  march  and  join  the 


■ 


Ill 
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army  near  Bofton,  to  be  there  employed  as  light-infantry,  under  the 
command  of  the  chief  officer  in  that  army. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  be  as  follows,  viz.  a 
captain  twenty  dollars  per  month;  a  lieutenant  thirteen  dollars  and 
one-third  of  a  dollar  per  month  ;  a  ferjeant  eight  dollars  per  month; 
a  corporal  feven  dollars  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  month  ;  a  drum¬ 
mer  or  trumpeter  the  fame;  privates  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  of 
a  dollar  per  month;  to  find  their  own  arms  and  cloaths. 

That  the  form  of  the  inliftment  be  in  the  following  words  : 

I  have,  this  day,  voluntarily  inlifted 

myfelf,  as  a  foldier,  in  the  American  continental  army,  for  one  year, 
unlei s  fooner  difcharged :  And  I  do  bind  myfelf  to  conform,  in  all 
inflances,  to  fuch  rules  and  regulations,  as  are,  or  ffiall  be,  eftab- 
lilhed  for  the  government  of  the  laid  army. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  prepare  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  army. 

The  following  perfons  were  chofen  to  compofe  that  committee, 
Mr.  Waffiington,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Gufhing,  and 
Mr.  Hewes. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  dated  10th  inftant, 
refpecting  a  veffel  which  is  hopped  there,  on  fufpicion  of  having  on 
board  provifions  for  the  army  and  navy  at  Bofton,  was  read  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Connedticut  and 
New- York. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  ways  and  means  of  railing  money,  and  the  ftate  oi  America. 
This  to  be  a  handing  order,  until  the  buftnefs  is  compleated. 

Adj  ourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


Thursdat ,  June  15,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- 
Yorkwas  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs  be  given  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  New-York,  for  their  vigilance  in  the  caie  of  capt.  Cof¬ 
fin’s  veffel,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  that  the  veffel  be 
unloaded,  and  the  cargo  fafely  ftored,  until  all  juft  fufpicions,  con¬ 
cerning  the  deftination  of  it,  ffiall  be  removed. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  transmitted,  by  the  preftdent,  in  a 
letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  convention  o  i  New  A  ork. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  and,  after  fome  time,  the  preiident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  come  to  lome  far¬ 
ther  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read  and  confidered, 

Resolved ,  That  a  general  be  appointed  to  command  all  the  con¬ 
tinental  forces,  raifed,  or  to  be  railed,  for  the  defence  of  American 
liberty.  * 
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iiidinvc  nunarea  dollars,  per 
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expen fes  of  the  general. 

r  .Th^C,<’agrd\then  ?roceed<;d  t0  tlie  choice  of  a  general,  by  bal 
Ot,  and  George  Walhington,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  elected. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 


Friday ,  Jurve  16,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ihe  prelident  informed  col.  Walhington  that  the  Congrefs  had 
yefterday  unanimoufly  made  choice  of  him  to  be  general  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  and  requefted  he  would 

accept  of  that  employment;  to  which  colonel  Walhington,  Handing: 
m  his  place,  anfwered  ;  b 

u  Mr.  President , 

“  I  hough  I  am  truly  fenfible  of  the  high  honour  done  me,  in 
this  appointment,  yet  I  feel  great  diflrefs,  from  a  confcioufnefs  that 
my  abilities  and  military  experience  may  not  be  equal  to  the  ex¬ 
tern  ive  and  important  trull:  However,  as  the  Congrefs  defire  it,  I 
will  enter  upon  the  momentous  duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  pof- 
leC  m  then  fervice,  and  for  fupport  of  the  glorious  caufe.  I  beg 

they  will  accept  my  moll  cordial  thanks  for  this  diflinguifhed  teftit 
mony  of  their  approbation. 

u  But,  left  fome  unlucky  event  fliould  happen,  unfavourable  to 
my  reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  remembered,  by  every  gentleman 
in  the  room,  that  I,  this  day,  declare  with  the  utmoft  ftneerity,  I 
do  not  think  myfclf  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honoured  with. 

U  to  Pa>>  i'beg  leave  to  allure  the  Congrefs,  that,  as  no 
pecuniary  confideration  could  have  tempted  me  to  accept  this  ardu¬ 
ous  employment,  at  the  expenfe  of  my  domeftic  eafe  and  happinefs, 

I  do  not  wilh  to  make  any  profit  from  it.  I  will  keep  an  exa&  ac¬ 
count  of  my  expends.  Thofe,  I  doubt  not,  they  will  difeharge, 
and  that  is  all  I  delire.”  '  °  5 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught  a  commif- 
fion  and  inftru£lions  for  the  general. 

L  he  perfons  chofen,  to  compofe  the  committee,  were  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  J.  Ad  ams. 

I  he  papers  tranfmittedfrom  the  convention  of  Netv-York,  bein^ 
read,  & 

Resolved ,  i  hat  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and 
that  tney  report  what  fteps,  in  their  opinion,  are  neceflary  to  be  ta¬ 
ken,  lor  lecu ring  and  preferving  the  friendfhip  of  the  Indian  na¬ 
tions. 

I  lie  following  perfons  chofen  for  this  committee,  viz.  Mr.Schuy- 
h  r,  i\]  i ,  Henry,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingfton. 

T.  he  Congress  then  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  two  major-generals  be  appointed  for  the  Ame¬ 
rican  army. 
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That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  major-generals  be  one  hundred  and 
fixty-fix  dollars  per  month. 

That  when  any  of  thefe  a 61.  in  a  feparate  department,  he  be  al¬ 
lowed,  for  his  pay  and  expenfes,  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  dol¬ 
lars  per  month. 

That  there  be  eight  brigadiers-general. 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  brigadiers-general  be  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  adjutant -general. 

That  his  pay  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  commifiary-general  of  (lores  and  provifions. 

That  his  pay  be  eighty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  quarter-mafter-general  for  the  grand  army,  and 
one  deputy,  under  him,  for  the  feparate  army. 

That  the  pay  of  the  quarter-m after-general  be  eighty  dollars  per 
month,  and  that  of  the  deputy  forty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  pay-m after-general,  and  a  deputy,  under  him, 
for  the  army  in  a  feparate  department ;  that  the  pay,  for  the  pay- 
mafter-general  himfelf,  be  one  hundred  dollars  per  month,  and  for 
the  deputy  pay-mafter,  under  him,  fifty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  at  the  grand  army,  and  that  his 
pay  be  fixty  dollars  per  month. 

That  two  affiftants  be  employed  under  him,  and  that  the  pay  of 
each  of  them  be  twenty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  for  the  army,  in  a  feparate  de¬ 
partment,  and  two  affiftants  under  him ;  that  the  pay  of  the  chief 
engineer  be  fixty  dollars  per  month,  and  the  pay  of  the  affiftants 
each  twenty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  three  aids-de-camp  ;  and  that  their  pay  be  thirty- 
three  dollars  per  month  each. 

That  there  be  a  fecretary  to  the  general  ;  and  that  his  pay  be 
fixty-fix  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  a  fecretary  to  the  major-general,  ailing  in  a  fepa¬ 
rate  department ;  and  that  his  pay  be  thirty-three  dollars  per 
month. 

That  there  be  a  commiffary  of  the  mufters. 

That  his  pay  be  forty  dollars  per  month. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  received  by  exprefs, 
was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken 
into  confideration, 

Resolved ,  That  the  provincial  convention  of  New-York,  be  de- 
fired  immediately  to  apply  to  governor  Trumbull  to  order  the  Con¬ 
necticut  troops,  now  ftationed  at  Greenwich,  Stanford,  and  parts 
adjacent,  to  march  towards  New-York. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Saturday  June  17,  177 5. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  a  commiftion  to  the  gene- 
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ra], reported  the  fame,  which,  being  read  by  paragraphs  and  debated, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  :  ’ 


IN  CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampshire,  Massa- 

cbuseits-Bay ,  Rbode-Island,  Connecticut,  Neve -York,  New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  Newcastle ,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on 

■Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  Soutb-Ca- 
rolina : 

?0  GEORGE  WASHINGTON) 

W  e,  lepofing  fpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  your  patriotifm,  va- 
lour,  condua,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  conflitute  and  ap- 
pmnt  y°u  to  be  general  and  commander  in  chief,  of  the  army  of 
pe  United  Colonies-  and  of  all  the  forces  now  raifed,  or  to  be  rai- 
r’.  V  and  of  all  others  who  lhall  voluntarily  offer  their 

U  ’T’g’  and  j°!11  tlle  faid  army  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty, 
,am  or  ''eFe,ling  every  hoftile  invafion  thereof:  And  you  are  here¬ 
by  veiled  with  full  power  and  authority  to  aft  as  you  lhall  think 
ioi  tiie  good  and  welfare  of  the  fervice. 

v/f  c^°  ^ereby  ftri&ly  charge  and  require  all  officers  and  fol- 
f.iers?  u na~ i  y°ur  command,  to  be  obedient  to  your  orders,  and  di¬ 
ligent  m  the  exercife  of  their  feveral  duties. 

.  we  c^°  enjom  and  require  you,  to  be  careful  in  execut¬ 

ing  the  great  truft  repofed  in  you,  by  caufing  ftria  difeipline  and 
order  to  be  obferved  in  the  army,  and  that  the  foldiers  be  duly  ex- 
eiciiea,  and  provided  with  all  convenient  necefTaries. 

And  you  are  to  regulate  your  conduit  in  every  refpect  by  the 
ru.es  and  difeipline  of  war,  (as  herewith  given  you,)  and  punctually 
to  observe  and  follow  fuch  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to 
time,  as  you  fhall  receive  from  this,  or  a  future  Congrefs  of  thefe 
United  Colonies,  or  committee  o^  Congrefs. 

i  his  commiffion  to  continue  in  force,  until  revoked  by  this,  or 

a  future  Congrefs. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs. 


Referee?,  1  hat  the  fame  be  fairly  tranferibed,  figned  by  the  pre- 
fic.ent,  attefted  by  the  fecretary,  and  delivered  to  the  general. 

.  Resolved  unanimously ,  Whereas,  the  delegates  of  all  the  colo- 
nhs,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  in  Congrefs  afTembled,  have 
unanimoufly  cliofen  George  Waftiington,  Efq;  to  be  general  and 
commander  in  chief,  of  fuch  forces  as  are,  or  dial  1  be,  raifed  forthe 
maintenance  and  prefervation  of  American  liberty;  this  Congrefs 
nodi  now  declare,  that  they  will  maintain  and  affifthim,  and  adhere 

to  him,  tne  faid  George  Wafhington,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  the  fame  caufe. 

»  he  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the  officers  in  the 
army  by  ballot: 


Artemus  W  ard,  Efq;  was  cbofen  firft  major-general. 
Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  adjutant-g*eneral. 

*  j.  y  j 
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Resolved ,  That  Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  now  chofen  adjutant-gene¬ 
ral,  fhall  have  the  rank  of  brigadier-general. 

Charles  Lee,  Efq;  fecond  major-general. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Mon  da  r,  June  19,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  fundry  letters  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  New-York,  which  were  read. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  general  Lee,  and  to  inform  him  of  his  ap¬ 
pointment,  and  requeft  his  anfwer,  whether  he  will  accept  the  com¬ 
mand. 

The  committee  returned  and  reported,  that  they  had  waited  on 
general  Lee,  and  informed  him  of  his  appointment,  and  that  he 
gave  for  anfwer  :  u  That  he  had  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  Congrefs;  that  no  effort  in  his  power 
fhall  be  wanting  to  ferve  the  American  caufe.” 

The  letters  from  Maffachufetts-Bay  being  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolve : 

That  the  governor  of  Connecticut  be  requefted  to  direCl  all  the 
forces  raifed  in  that  colony,  not  employed  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown-Point,  or  recommended  by  this  Congrefs  to  be  marched  to¬ 
wards  New-York,  to  be  immediately  fent  to  join  the  combined  ar¬ 
my  before  Bofton:  And  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to  the  colony  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New-LIamp- 
fhire,  to  lend  immediately  to  the  army  before  Bofton,  fuch  of  the 
forces  as  are  already  embodied  towards  their  quotas  of  the  troops 
agreed  to  be  raifed  by  the  New-England  colonies. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commiffion  for  the  major- 
generals,  alfo  for  the  brigadier-generals,  and  other  officers  in  the 
army. 

Resolved ,  That  there  be  four  major-generals. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe  the  two  remaining  major- 
generals,  when  Philip  Schuyler,  Efq;  was  chofen  third  major-gene¬ 
ral,  and  Ifrael  Putnam,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  chofen  fourth  major- 
general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commiffion 

for  the  major  and  brigadier-generals  reported  the  fame,  which  being 
agreed  to, 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  made  out,  Signed  by  the  prefi¬ 
dent,  and  attefted  by  the  Secretary,  for  each  of  the  major-generals 
and  brigadier-generals. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Secretary  get  a  number  of  commiffions,  with 
proper  blanks,  printed  for  the  other  officers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  petition  to  the  king,  re¬ 
ported  a  draught  of  one,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o’clock. 

Yol.  I,  O 
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Tuesdat ,  June  20,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  inftruftions  tt>  che  general, 
reported  the  fame,  which,  being  read  and  debated,  were  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Wednesday  June  2\ ,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Jefferfon  appeared  as  a  delegate  for  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read  and  ap« 
proved,  and  are  as  follows: 

At  a  convention  of  the  delegates,  for  the  counties  and  corpora¬ 
tions  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  at  the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the 
county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday,  27th  March,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  Thomas  Jefferfon,  Efq;  be 
appointed  a  deputy  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs, 
in  the  room  of  the  honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  in  cafe  of 
the  non-attendance  of  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq; 

Attefl,  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  convention. 

At  a  general  aflembly,  began  and  held  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city 
of  Williamfburgh,  on  Thurfday,  Iff  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  lord,  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of 
Great-Britain,  See.  A.  D.  1775. 

Monday,  5th  June,  l5thG.  III.  1775. 

Resolved ,  iV.  C .  D»  That  this  houfe  doth  entirely  approve  of  the 
proceedings  and  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  delegates,  for  the 
counties  and  corporations  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  held  at  Rich¬ 
mond  town,  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  the  20th  of  March,  1775; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  good  people  of  this  colony, 
Briefly  to  conform  to,  and  obferve  the  fame. 

By  the  houfe  of  burgefTes, 

Peyton  Randolph ,  Speaker. 

Mr.  Henry  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  the  general  had  put  into 
his  hand  fundry  queries,  to  which  he  delired  the  Congrefs  would 
give  an  anfwer. 

The  queries  being  read  and  debated, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  pro¬ 
per  anfwers. 

The  perfons  chofen,  were  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  J.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  the  general  be  allowed  three 
aids-de-camp. 

That  each  of  the  major-generals  have  two  aids-de-camp. 

That  their  pay  be  thirty-three  dollars  per  month  each. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Tiiursdat ,  June  22,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  anfwers  to  the  general  s 

queries,  reported  the  lame  which  were  lea  .  . 

The  Congrefs  then  came  to  the  following  refolutions . 

Resolved,  That  the  number  of  brigadier-generals  be  augmented 
to  eight ;  and  the  fame  were  chofen  by  ballot,  as  follows  . 

Seth  Pomeroy,  Efq;  firft  brigadier-general. 

Richard  Montgomery,  Efq;  fecond  do. 

David  W order,  Efq;  third  do. 

William  Heath,  Efq;  fourth  do. 

Jofeph  Spencer,  Efq;  fifth  do. 

John  Thomas,  Efq;  fixth  do. 

John  Sullivan,  Efq;  feventh  do. 

Nathaniel  Green,  Efq;  eighth  do.  .  ,n 

Resolved ,  That  the  troops,  including  the  volunteers,  be  furmih- 
ed  with  camp  equipage,  and  blankets,  where  neceffary,  at  the  con¬ 
tinental  expenfe.  . 

Resolved ,  That  the  officers,  now  in  the  army,  receive  their  new 

commiffions  through  the  hands  of  the  general.  .  .  _  .. 

Resolved ,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  two  millions  ot  bpamlh  mil- 
led  dollars  be  emitted  by  the  Congrefs  in  bills  of  credit,  lor  the 

defence  of  America.  ,  ,  .  ,  .  ,  ,  c 

Resolved,  That  the  twelve  confederated  colonies  be  pledged  tor 

the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit,  now  direded  to'  be  emitted. 

Upon  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania 
raife  two  more  companies  of  riflemen,  and  that  thele,  with  the  hx 
before  ordered  to  be  by  them  raifed,  making  eight  companies,  be 
formed  into  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  fuch  field  officers, 
captains,  and  lieutenants,  as  fhall  be  recommended  by  the  affem- 
bly  or  convention  of  faid  colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o’clock. 


Tuesdat ,  June  23,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  * 

A  letter  from  Crown-Point,  dated  June  10,  was  laid  beioie  the 
Congrefs  and  read.  Information  being  given,  that  two  officers  who 
brought  the  letter  were  at  the  door,  and  had  fome  things  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  communicate,  .  * 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  introduced,  and  they  were  introduced. 

After  they  withdrew,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolu¬ 
tions  :  .. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  officer  commanding  in 

the  New-York  department,  to  procure,  as  foon  as  poffible,  a  lift  of 
the  men  employed  in  taking  and  garrifoning  Crown-Point  and  Fi- 
conderoga,  and  keeping  poffeftion  of  the  lakes,  and  alio  of  their 
difburfements,  in  order  that  they  may  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  their  pay  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  ^officers  and 
privates  in  the  American  army;  the  higheft  of  the  officers  not  to 
ekceed  that  of  a  captain,  and  that  the  pay  commence  the  third  day 
of  May  laftj  and  continue  till  they  are  diicharged* 


-  _ 
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Y<-HMthT/t|That  !trbf  ,recommended  t0  the  convention  of  New- 
i  ■  u  hat  they,  confuting  with  general  Schuyler,  employ  in  the 

aiany  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of  America,  thofe  cabled  Green 
BoyTS  chufe.  Undel'  fUCh  °ffiCerS  35  the  faid  Green  Mountain 

,  J  That  a  committee  of  tve  be  oho 

*» 

m  F™z;r^r  s  Mr ■ w ■ 

r ",  ‘H1®  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 

J*?  h°le’ t0  take  *nto  further  confideration  the  date  of  America 

a  J  m/  w  V‘me  therdn’  the  Ptefident  refumed  the  chair 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported  certain  refolutions  come  into  bv  them 

and  that  not  having  yet  finifhed,  theydefired  leave  to  fit  again.  ’ 
lows  ;6  iep01t  °f  the  COmmittee  beins  readi  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 

emtel’S  ,lHte«tnUmb"  “’d  *■"*»"■  -  *h«  Mfc  *•  ^ 

49r  00  bills  of  8  dollars  each  — *  392,000 
49,000  do.  of  7  dollars  each  —  343,000 

49,000  do.  of  6  dollars  each _  294,000 

49,000  do.  of  5  dollars  each  — -  245,000 
49,000  do.  of  4  dollars  each  — .  196,000 

49,000  do.  of  3  dollars  each  _ _  147,000 

49,000  do.  of  2  dollars  each  * —  98,000 
49,000  do.  of  1  dollar  each  —  49,000 
1  1,800  do.  of  20  dollars  each  —  236,000 


o°ta!  4/03^u°0  2,000,000 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows: 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY. 

THIS  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Ddlars. 

.  r  •  ,  ,  _  Spanilh  nulled  dollars,  or  the  value 

thereof  in  gold  or  fiver,  according  to  the  refolutions  of  the  Con- 
grels,  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D  1775 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane  docl 

tor  ran U in,  and  Mr.  Wdfon,  be  a  committee  to  get  proper  plates 

engraved,  to  provide  paper,  and  to  agree  with  printers  to  print  the 
above  bills.  r 

The  order  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  renewed,  and  the  Con- 
greis  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Saturday,  June  24,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjourment. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  put  the  militia  of  America 
m  a  proper  ffate  for  the  defence  of  America. 
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The  members  chofen  are  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Gadfden,  and  Mr.  Dickinfon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  be  publifh- 
ed  by  general  Wafhington,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  camp  before  Bof- 
ton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  debated,  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  time  referred  for  farther  confideration  till  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Mon  DAT)  June  26,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  introducing  the 
manufacture  of  falt-petre  into  thefe  colonies. 

The  ftate  of  North-Carolina  being  taken  into  confideration,  the 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions: 

Whereas  it  is  reprefen  ted  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  enemies  of 
the  liberties  of  America  are  purfuing  meafures  to  divide  the  good 
people  of  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  and  to  defeat  the  American 
affociation  ; 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  in  that  colony,  who  wilh 
well  to  the  liberties  of  America,  to  affociate  for  the  defence  of 
American  liberty,  and  to  embody  themfelves  as  militia,  under  pro¬ 
per  officers. 

Resolved ,  That  in  cafe  the  affembly  or  convention  of  that  colo¬ 
ny  ffiall  think  it  abfplutely  necefTary,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  affociation  and  fafety  of  the  colony,  to  raife  a  body  of  forces  not 
exceeding  one  thoufand  men,  this  Congrefs  will  confider  them  as 
an  American  army,  and  provide  for  their  pay. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  declaration,, 
and  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  Dickinfon  and 
and  Mr.  Jefferfon  be  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  and  in¬ 
form  him,  and  alfo  the  conventions  of  New-Hampffiire  and  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  and  the  government  of  Rhode  Ifland,  that  the  Con¬ 
grefs  have  appointed  George  Wafhington,  Efq;  commander  in  chief 
of  all  the  forces  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  June  27,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  governor  Skene  be  fent  under  a 
guard  to  Weathersfield,  or  Middletown,  in  the  county  of  Hartford, 
in  Connecticut,  there  to  be  confined  on  his  parole,  not  to  go  out  of 
the  bounds  prefcribed  to  him  by  governor  Trumbull. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  take  meafures  to 
have  the  above  refolve  carried  into  execution. 
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A  letter  from  the  convention  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  received  by 
exprefs,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

i  he  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  Bate  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  New-York  department,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  there¬ 
in,  came  to  certain  refolutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  tranfmitted  to  general  Schuyler  for  his  direction. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Great-Rritain,  reported  the  fame,  which  was  read. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


Wbdnesdat ,  June  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught  of  rules  and  re¬ 
gulations  for  the  government  of  the  army,  reported  the  fame,  which 
was  read  and  taken  into  confideration.  And  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  and  the  day  following  being  fpent  thereon,  adjourned  till  the 
next  day  at  nine  o’clock. 


Fridav ,  June  30,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

1  he  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rules  and  regula* 
tions,  which  being  gone  through,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  his  majefty’s  moft  faithful  fubjefts  in  thefe  colonies  are 
reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical  fituation,  by  the  attempts  of 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  feve- 
ral  unconftitutional  and  oppreffive  adls  of  the  Britifh  parliament  for 
laying  taxes  in  America,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  thofe  taxes, 
and  for  altering  and  changing  the  conftitution  and  internal  police  of 
fome  of  thefe  colonies,  in  violation  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of 
the  colonies. 

And  whereas  hoftilities  have  been  actually  commenced  in  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay,  by  the  Britifh  troops,  under  the  command  of  general 
Gage,  and  the  lives  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony 
defiroyed  ;  the  town  of  Bolton  not  only  having  been  long  occupied 
as  a  garrifoned  town  in  an  enemy’s  country,  but  the  inhabitants 
thereof  treated  with  a  feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  juftified  even 
towards  declared  enemies. 

And  whereas  large  reinforcements  have  been  ordered,  and  are 
foon  expected,  for  the  declared  purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  colonies 
to  fubmit  to  the  operation  of  the  fa  id  acfts,  which  hath  rendered  it 
neceffary,  and  an  indifpenfable  duty,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fe- 
curing  and  defending  thefe  colonies,  and  preferving  them  in  fafety 
againfl  all  attempts  to  carry  the  faid  adfs  into  execution,  that  an 
armed  force  be  raifed  fufficient  to  defeat  fuch  hoftile  deligns,  and 
preferve  and  defend  the  lives,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  the  co- 
lonifls  ;  for  the  due  regulating  and  well  ordering'  of  -which  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  and  orders  be  attended  to. 
and  obfenred  by  fuch  forces  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be  raifed  for 
the  purpofes  aforefaid. 
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Article  I.  That  every  officer  who  ffiall  be  retained,  and  every 
foldier  who  ffiall  ferve  in  the  continental  army,  ffiall,  at  the  time  of 
his  acceptance  of  his  commiffion  or  inliftment,  fubfcribe  thefe  ttiles 
and  regulations.  And  that  the  officers  and  foldiers,  already  ot 
that  army,  ffiall  alfo,  as  foon  as  may  be,  fubfcribe  the  fame  ;  from 
the  time  of  which  fubfcription,  every  officer  and  foldier,  ffiall  be 
bound  by  thofe  regulations.  But  it  any  ot  the  officers  01  foldieis, 
now  of  the  faid  army,  do  not  iubfcribe  theie  rules  and  regulation^, 
then  they  may  be  retained  in  the  faid  army,  fubjed  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  under  which  they  entered  into  the  fervice,  or  be 
difcharged  from  the  fervice,  at  the  option  ot  the  commander  m 

chief. 

II.  It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  officers  and  foldiers,  dili¬ 
gently  to  attend  divine  fervice  ;  and  all  officers  and  foldiers  who 
ffiall  behave  indecently  or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  wor- 
ffiip  ffiall,  if  commiffioned  officers,  be  brought  before  a  court-mar¬ 
tial ’there  to  be  publicly  and  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  prefident ; 
if  non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers,  every  perfon  fo  offending, 
ffiall,  for  his  firft  offence,  forfeit  one  fixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  de¬ 
luded  out  of  his  next  pay  ;  for  the  fecond  offence,  he  ffiall  not  on¬ 
ly  forfeit  a  like  fum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
for  every  like  offence,  ffiall  fuffer  and  pay  in  like  manner  ;  which 
money  fo  forfeited,  ffiall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  fick  foldiers  of 
the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

III.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  toldier  ffiall  ufe  any 
profane  oath  or  execration,  ffiall  incur  the  penalties  expreffed  m 
the  foregoing  article  ;  and  if  a  commiffioned  officer  be  thus  guilty 
of  profane  curling  or  fwearing,  he  ffiall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and 
every  fuch  offence,  the  fum  of  four  {hillings,  lawful  money. 

IV.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  ffiall  behave  himfelf  with  con¬ 
tempt  or  difrefped  towards  the  general  or  generals,  or  commanders 
in  chief  of  the  continental  forces,  or  ffiall  fpeak  falfe  words,  tend¬ 
ing  to  his  or  their  hurt  or  diffionour,  ffiall  be  puniffied  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court-mar¬ 
tial. 

V.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  ffiall  begin,  excite,  caule,  or  join 
in  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or  company  of 
the  continental  forces,  either  by  land  or  fea,  or  in  any  part,  pod, 
detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  ffiall  fuffer 
fuch  puniffiment,  as  by  a  general  court-martial  ffiall  be  ordered. 

VI.  Any  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  foldier,  who  be¬ 
ing  prefent  at  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  does  not  ufe  his  utmoft  en¬ 
deavours  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any 
mutiny,  or  intended  munity,  does  not,  without  delay,  give  infor¬ 
mation  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer,  ffiall  be  puniffied  by  or¬ 
der  of  a  general  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  of¬ 
fence. 

VII.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  ffiall  (trike  his  fuperior  officer, 
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“P  any  weapon,  or  ofFer  any- 
01  a§ainlt  him,  being  m  the  execution  of  his  offire  rm  an, 

d!^  a"ylawful  commands  of  his 
,  ^  ™CtI>  ^la  buffer  fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  acc ord i n «•  tr. 

°fa“'  b”'*u  ^  -^■stSls 

vm.  Any  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  foldier,  who  fhall  de 

Lm  th  T  Ieave  °fllis  commanding  officer,  abfent  himfelf 
the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  from  mv  de 

dl*nt  °f  I1'6  fame’  fhaI1’  uPon  beinS  convifted  thereof,  be  pu- 

a  tnerarcoo ‘r  g  ^  •’?  nMUre  °f  his  at  the  difcr  tio7of 

a  general  court-martial. 

,5*;,  Whatpever  officer,  or  foldier,  (hall  be  convifted  of  havinsr 
ferffr'  °'  Pe.'  uadcdany  other  officer,  or  foldier,  to  defert,  fhall  fuf- 

£  *• as  ,hal1  be  ordercd  by  tue  f“  a 

N.  All  officers,' of  what  condition  foever,  fliall  have  power  to 
part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  diforders,  thought  per- 
ons  concerned,  fhould  belong  to  another  regiment,  troop,  or  com- 

rnL'T  61  rMrder  °fficLers  t0  be  arrdted>  non-commiffion- 
'  c,eiA  or  foldiers,  to  be  confined  and  imprifened,  till  their 

p.  per  iupenor  officers  fhall  be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and  whoe- 

fiiall  I3  ,  f°  f7  fl'Ch  0fficer’  (th0uSh  of  an  inferior  rank,)  or 
all  diaw  his  {word  upon  him,  fliall  be  punilhed  at  the  difcretion 
of  a  general  court-martial.  auction 

XI  No  officer  or  foldier  fliall  ufe  any  reproachful  or  provoking 
1  peaches  01  geftures  to  another,  nor  fliall  prefume  to  fend  a  chal 

amfwht  ani  P7‘oU  t0  fiffht  a.dud:  And  whoever  fliall,  knowingly 
and  willingly  fuffer  any  perfon  whatfoever  to  go  forth  to  firffit  a 

duJ,  or  fhall  fecond,'  promote,  or  carry  any  challenge,  fliall  be 

deemed  as  a  principal ;  and  whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fhall  upbraid 

another  for  refufing  a  challenge,  (hall  alfo  be  conlidered  as  a  chal- 

fK ’iffl’  andn  ,(llCh  °*ndel's>.  1,1  an7  of  thele  or  fuch  like  cafes, 
:lL  Pnaifhed  at  the  dikretion  ol  a  general  court-martial. 

Ail.  it  very  officer,  commanding  in  quarters  or  on  a  march,  fliall 

,  g  g0od  ,cmle,r’  and’  t0  the  ntmolt  of  his  power,  redrefs  all  fuch 
abuies  or  dilorders  which  may  be  committed  by  any  officer  or  fol- 

cut  unuer  his  command :  If  upon  any  complaint  being  made  to  him, 

0,  officers  or  foldiers  beating,  or  otherwiie  ill-treating  any  perfon 
or  of  committing  any  kind  of  riot,  to  the  difquieting  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  continent;  he  the  faid  commander,  who  fhall  refufe  or 
omit  to  fee  juftice  done  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation 
made  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  the  offender’s  wages 
u  enable  him  or  them,  fhall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  bepuniffied 
as  ordered  by  a  general  court-martial,  in  fuch  manner  as  if  he  him- 
lc!t  had  committed  the  crimes  or  disorders  complained  of. 

,  XIII.  Jf  any  officer  fhould  think  himfelf  to  be  wronged  by  his  co- 
loncd  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  fhall,  upon  due 
application  made  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  redrefied,  he  may  com- 


123 


JUNE  1 775. 

plain  to  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental 
forces,  in  order  to  obtain  juftice,  who  is  hereby  required  to  exa¬ 
mine  into  faid  complaint,  and  fee  that  juftice  be  done. 

XIV.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  foldier,  fhall  think  himfelf  wrong¬ 
ed  by  his  captain  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or  company 
to  which  he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  who  is  hereby  required  to  fummon  a  regi¬ 
mental  court-martial,  for  the  doing  juftice  to  the  complainant;  from 
which  regimental  court-martial,  either  party  may,  if  he  thinks  him¬ 
felf  ftill  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general  court-martial ;  but  if,  upon 
a  fecond  hearing,  the  appeal  fhall  appear  to  be  vexatious  and 
groundlefs,  the  perfon  fo  appealing,  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  general  court-martial. 

XV.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  fhall  be 
convicted;  at  a  regimental  court-martial,  of  having  fold,  or  defign- 
edly,  or  through  negledt,  wafted  the  ammunition,  arms,  or  provi- 
fions,  or  other  military  ftores,  delivered  out  to  him,  to  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  this  continent,  fhall,  if  an  officer,  be  reduced  to  a 
private  centinel;  and  if  a  private  foldier,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifh- 
ment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVI.  All  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fhall  be 
found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from  their 
commanding  off  cer,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  be  inffidted 
on  him  or  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVII.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp, 
without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon 
penalty  of  being  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by 
order  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVIII.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  fhall  retire 
to  his  quarters,  or  tent,  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat ;  in  default  of 
which,  he  fhall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

XIX.  No  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  fhall  fail 
of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or  exercife, 
or  other  -rendezvous  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer,  if  not 
prevented  by  ficknefs  or  fome  other  evident  neceftity ;  or  fhall  go 
from  the  faid  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  without  leave 
from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  difmiffed 
or  relieved,  on  penalty  of  being  punifhed  according  to  the  nature 
of  his  offence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XX.  Whatfoever  commiftioned  officer  fhall  be  found  drunk  on 
his  guard,  party,  or  duty,  under  arms,  fhall  be  cafhiered  for  it ;  any 
non-commilfioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  offending,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  pu¬ 
nifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court- 
martial. 

XXI.  Whatfoever  centinel  fhall  be  found  fleeping  upon  his  poft; 
or  fhall  leave  it  bQfore  he  fhall  be  regularly  relieved,  fhall  fuffer 
fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  general 
court-martial. 
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XXII.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  who,  by 
difcharging  of  fire-arms,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means 
iv lu.it foe ver,  fhall  occafion  falfe  alarms,  in  camp  or  quarters,  fball 
fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  fball  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  court-martial.  ° 

XXIII.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall,  without  urgent  necef- 
fity,  or  without  leave  of  his  fuperior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  or  di- 
viiion,  fhall  be^  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by 
the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

officer  or  foldier  fhall  do  violence,  or  offer  any  in¬ 
fill  t,  or  abufe,  to  any  perfon  who  fhall  bring  provifions,  or  other  tie- 
ceffaries,  to  the  camp  or  quarters  of  the  continental  army;  any  of¬ 
ficer  or  loldier  fo  offending,  fhall,  upon  complaint  being  made  to 
the  commanding  officer,  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered 
by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XXV.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fit  all  fhamefully  abandon  any 
P°ft  committed  to  his  charge,  or  fhall  fpeak  words  inducing  others 

to  do  the  like,  in  time  of  an  engagement,  fhall  fuffer  death  imme¬ 
diately. 

XXVI.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  who  fhall 
make  known  the  watch-word  to  any  perfon  who  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  ft,  according  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war,  or  fhall  pre- 
iume  to  give  a  parole,  or  watch-word,  different  from  what  he  receiv¬ 
ed,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered 
by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XXVII.  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  fhall  re¬ 
lieve  the  enemy  with  money,  vi&uals,  or  ammunition,  or  fhall  know¬ 
ingly  harbour  or  protect  an  enemy,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as 
by  a  general  court-martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

XXVIII.  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  fhall 
be  convicted  of  holding  correfpondence  with,  or  of  giving  intelli¬ 
gence  to  the  enemy,  either  dire&ly  or  indire&Iy,  fhall  fuffer  fuch 
punifhment  as  by  a  general  court-martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

XXIX.  All  public  flores  taken  in  the  enemy’s  camp  or  magazines, 
whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloathing,  or  provifions,  fhall  be 
Secured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

XXX.  If  any  officer  or  foldier  fhall  leave  hi?  poll  or  colours,  in 
time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  fhall,  upon 
being  convicted  thereof  before  a  general  court-martial,  fuffer  fuch 
punifhment  as  by  the  faid  court-martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

XXXI.  If  any  commander  of  any  poll,  intrenchment,  or  fortrefs, 
fhall  be  compelled,  by  the  officers  or  foldiers  under  his  command,  to 
give  it  up  to  the  enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commiffioned  officer, 
non-com  mi  flioned  officers,  or  foldiers,  who  fhall  be  convi&ed  of  hav¬ 
ing  fo  offended,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  may 
be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XXXII.  All  futtlers  and  retailers  to  a  camp,  and  all  perfons 
Whatfoever,  ferving  with  the  continental  army  in  the  field,  though 
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not  inlifted  foldiers,  are  to  be  fubj e&  to  the  articles,  rules,  and  re* 

gulations  of  the  continental  army. 

XXXIII.  No  general  court-martial  fhall  confift  of  a  lefs  number 
than  thirteen,  none  of  which  fhall  be  under  the  degTee  of  a  commif- 
fioned  officer;  and  the  prefident  fhall  be  a  field  officer:  And  the 
prefident  of  each  and  every  court-martial,  \yhether  general  or  legl- 
mental,  fliall  have  power  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  eveiy  witnefs,  in 
order  to  the  trial  of  offenders.  And  the  membeis  of  all  courts-mai- 
tial  fhall  be  duly  fworn  by  the  prefident ;  and  the  next  in  rank  on 
the  court-martial,  fhall  adminifter  the  oath  to  the  prefident. 

XXXIV.  The  members,  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts- 
martial,  fhall,  when  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  fame  rank 
which  they  hold  in  the  army ;  but  when  courts-martial  fliall  be  com- 
pofed  of  officers  of  one  corps,  they  fhall  take  their  ranks  according 
to  their  commiffions  by  which  they  are  muftered  in  the  faid  corps. 

XXXV.  All  the  members  of  a  court-martial,  are  to  behave  with 
^almnefs,  decency,  and  impartiality ;  and  in  giving  of  their  votes, 
are  to  begin  with  the  youngeft  or  loweft  in  commiffion. 

XXXVI.  No  field  officer  fhall  be  tried  by  any  perfon  under  the 
degree  of  a  captain  ;  nor  fliall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried 
on,  excepting  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning,  and  three 
in  the  afternoon,  except  in  cafes  which  require  an  immediate  ex¬ 
ample. 

XXXVII.  The  commiffioned  officers  of  every  regiment  may,  by 
•the  appointment  of  their  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  regi¬ 
mental  courts-martial  for  the  enquiring  into  fuch  difputes  or  crimi¬ 
nal  matters  as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the  inffiding  corpo¬ 
ral  punifhment,  for  fmall  offences,  and  fliall  give  judgment  by  the 
majority  of  voices;  but  no  fentence  fliall  be  executed  till  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial)  fliall  have 
confirmed  the  fame. 

XXXVIII.  No  regimental  court-martial  fhall  confift  of  lefs  than 
five  officers,  excepting  in  cafes  where  that  number  cannot  be  con¬ 
veniently  affembled,  when  three  may  be  fufficient ;  who  are  likewife 
to  determine  upon  the  fentence  by  the  majority  of  voices ;  which 
fentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer,  not  being  a 
member  of  the  court-martial. 

XXXIX.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  any  fort,  caftle,  or  bar¬ 
rack,  or  elfewhere,  where  the  corps  under  his  command  confifts  of 
detachments  from  different  regiments,  or  of  independent  companies, 
may  affemble  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offenders  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  they  were  regimental,  whofe  fentence  is  not  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  till  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by  the  faid  commanding  officer. 

XL.  No  perfon  whatfoever  fhall  ufe  menacing  words,  figns,  or 
geftures  in  the  prefence  of  a  court-martial  then  fitting,  or  fhall  caufe 
any  diforder  or  riot,  fo  as  to  difturb  their  proceeding,  on  the  penalty 
of  being  puniflied  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  court-martial. 

XLI.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  juftice  ;  when¬ 
ever  any  officer  or  foldier  fhall  commit  a  crime  deferving  punifliments 
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he  fhall  by  his  commanding-  officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arrefl  •  if 
eitW  tr°iTh  °*Cer  orfoldier’  be  i^prifoned  till  he  fhall’be 

proper  aTtLmy.C0'Jrt'martla'’  °r  fliaH  ^  lawfi%  difcharSed  % 

fonmeff  (if  n  °ffiCer  or  fo!dier  who  fllail  be  put  in  arrefl,  or  impri- 
*  t,  {hall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight  days,  or 

*  yt  ttt  xrC  aSnf  C0Urt‘martial  can  be  conveniently  affembled. 
rj\  N°  0iilCeii  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-  marfhal,  fhall 
lie  to  receive  or  keep  ahy  pnfoner  committed  to  his  charge,  by 

n  oi.icer  belonging  to  the  continental  forces  ;  which  officer"  fhall 
at  the  lame  time  deliver  an  account  in  writing,  figned  by  himfelf, 
oi  the  crime  with  which  the  faid  prifoner  is  charged. 

r  V  *  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-marfhal,  fhall 
presume  to  releafe  any  prifoner  committed  to  his  charge,  without 
proper  authority  for  fo  doing  ;  nor  fhall  he  fuffer  any  prifoner  to  ef- 
cape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  for  it,  by  the  fentence  of  a 
general  court-martial. 


*  Every  officer  or  provoft-marfhal,  to  whofe  charge  prifo- 
ners  fhall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  fuch  commitment,  or  as  foon  as  he  fhall  be  relieved 
trom  his  guard,  to  give  in  writing  to  the  colonel  of  the  reofiment 
to  whom  the  prifoner  belongs  (where  the  prifoner  is  confined  upon 
the  guard  belonging  to  the  faid  regiment,  and  that  his  offence  only 
relates  to  the  neglect  of  duty  In  his  own  corps)  or  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers 
who  committed  them,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  for  his  dif- 
obedience  or  negledt,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XL\  I.  And  if  any  officer  under  arrefl  fhall  leave  his  confine¬ 
ment  before  he  is  fet  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined  him,  or 
by  a  fuperior  power,  he  fhall  be  cafhiered  for  it. 

XL\  II.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  convidted  be¬ 
fore  a  general  court-martial,  of  behaving  in  a  fcandaious,  infamous 
manner,  fuch  as  is  unbecoming  the  charadter  of  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman,  fhall  be  difcharged  from  the  fervice. 

XLVIIJ.  All  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  matroffes,  drivers, 
or  any  other  perfons  whatfoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire,  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  continental  artillery,  fhall  be  governed  by  the  aforefaid 
rules  and  articles,  and  fhall  be  fubjedt  to  be  tried  by  courts-martial, 

in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental 
troops. 

XLIX.  For  differences  ariiing  amongft  themfelves,  or  in  mat¬ 
ters  relating  folely  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts-martial  may  be 
compofed  of  their  own  officers  ;  hut  were  a  number  fufficient  of  fuch 
officers  cannot  be  alfembled,  or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are 
interefled,  the  officers  of  artillery  fhall  fit  in  courts-martial,  with 
the  officers  of  the  other  corps. 

L.  All  crimes,  not  capital,  and  all  diforders  and  negledfs,  which 
officers  and  foldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  or¬ 
der  and  military  difeipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  articles 
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of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  general  or  regimental 
court-martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence, 
and  be  punifhed  at  their  difcretion. 

LI.  That  no  perfons  fliall  be  fentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  fuffer 
death,  except  in  the  cafes  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  nor  lhall  any  punifliment  be  inflidted  at  the  diicretion  of  a 
court-martial,  other  than  degrading,  cafhiering,  drumming  out  of 
of  the  army,  whipping  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lafhes,  fine  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  two  months  pay  of  the  offender,  imprifonment  not  exceed¬ 
ing  one  month. 

LII.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  regiment  are  to  appoint 
fome  fuitable  perfon  belonging  to  fuch  regiment,  to  receive  all  fuch 
fines  as  may  arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  fore¬ 
going  articles,  and  fliall  direct  the  fame  to  be  carefully  and  proper¬ 
ly  applied  to  the  relief  of  fuch  fick,  wounded,  or  neceiiitous  foldiers, 
as  belong  to  fuch  regiment  ;  and  fuch  perlon  fliall  account  with 
fuch  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application  thereof. 

LIII.  All  members  fitting  in  courts-martial  fliall  be  fworn  by 
the  prefident  of  faid  courts,  which  prefident  fliall  himfelf  be  fworn 
by  the  officer  in  faid  court  next  in  rank ' The  oath  to  be  admini- 
ftered  previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any  offender,  in 
form  following,  viz. 

u  You  A.  B.  fwear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try,  and  impar¬ 
tially  determine  the  caufe  of  the  prifoner  now  to  be  tried,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  rules  for  regulating  the  continental  army.  So  help  you 
God. 

LIV.  All  perfons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  cafe,  before  a 
court-martial,  who  fliall  refufe  to  give  evidence,  fliall  be  puniflied 
for  fuch  refufal  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  court-martial  : — The  oath 
to  be  adminiftered  in  the  following  form,  viz. 

a  You  fwear  the  evidence  you  lhall  give  in  the  cafe  now  in  hea¬ 
ding,  fliall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
So  help  you  God.” 

LV.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
fliall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of  the  mufters,  or 
from  one  of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company 
under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their  being 
muttered. 

LVI.  Every  colonel  or  other  field  officer,  or  officer  commanding 
any  corps,  to  which  there  is  no  field  officer,  and  adtually  refiding 
with  it,  may  give  fourloughs  to  non-commifiioned  officers  and  fol¬ 
diers,  in  fuch  numbers,  and  for  fo  long  a  time,  as  he  fliall  judge  to 
be  moll  confident  with  the  good  of  the  fervice  ;  but  no  non-coinmif- 
fioned  officer  or  foldier  fliall,  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or  inferior  of¬ 
ficer,  commanding  the  troop  or  company  (his  field  officer,  not  be¬ 
ing  prefent)  be  abfent  above  twenty  days  in  fix  months,  nor  fliall 
more  than  two  private  men  be  abfent  at  the  fame  time  from  their 
troop  or  company,  excepting  fome  extraordinary  occafion  fliould  re¬ 
quire  it,  of  which  occafion  the  field  officer  prefent  with,  and  com¬ 
manding  the  regiment  or  independent  corps,  is  to  be  judge. 


12a 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

L  VII.  At  every  mufter  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment 
troop,  or  company,  then  prefent,  (hall  give  to  the  commiflary  of 
mufters  certlficates  figned  by  himfelf,  fignifying  how  long  fuch  offi- 
CC'X  n°n;Commiffioned  officers,  and  foldiers,  who  ffiall  not  appear 
a  the  laid  mufter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the  reafon  of  their  ab- 
ence  ;  which  reaions,  and  the  time  of  abfence,  ffiall  be  inferted  in 
1^uJer"rollh  oppofite  to  the  refpeaive  names  of  fuch  abfentees  : 
e  laid  certificates  ffiall,  together  with  the  mufter-roils,  be  by 
the  laid  commift ary  tranfmitted  to  the  general,  and  to  this  or  any 
future  Cong  refs  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  committee  appointed 
thereby,  within  twenty  days  next  after  fuch  mufter  being  taken; 

on  failure  whereof,  the  commiflary  fo  offending,  ffiall  be  difcharg- 
ed  from  the  fervice.  ° 

LVIII.  Every  officer  who  ffiall  be  convi&ed  before  a  general 
court-martial  of  haying  figned  a  falfe  certificate,  relating  to  the 
able  nee  of  either  officers,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  private  fol- 
dier,  ffiall  be  caffiiered.  ^ 

LIX.  Every  officer,  who  ffiall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  mufter  of 
man  or  horle,  and  every  officer  or  commiffary  who  ffiall  willingly 
iign,  diredl,  or  allow  the  ftgning  of  the  mufter-roils,  wherein  fuch 
lake  mufter  is  contained,  ffiall,  upon  proof  made  thereof,  by  two  wit- 
neftes,  before  a  general  court-martial  be  caffiiered,  and  moreover 

^oifeit  all  fuch  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  conviction 
tor  fuch  offence. 

.  commiffary  who  ffiall  be  convidled  of  having  taken  any 

gift  or  gratuity  on  the  muftering  any  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
or  on  the  ftgning  the  mufter-roils,  ffiall  be  difplaced  from  his  office, 
and  forfeit  his  pay,  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

Any  officer,  who  ftiall  prefume  to  mufter  any  perfon  as  a 
iolditr,  who  is  at  other  times  accuftonied  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who 
not  adtually  do  his  duty  as  a  foldier,  ffiall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
having  made  a  falfe  mufter,  and  ffiall  f uiFer  accordingly. 

EXII.  i.veiy  otneer  who  ftiall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  return  to 
the  commander  in  chief  ot  the  American  forces,  or  to  any  his  fupe- 
ior  officer,  authorized  to  call  for  fuch  returns,  of  the  ftate  of  the 
legiment,  troop,  independent  company,  orgarrifon  under  his  com-* 
niand,  01  of  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing,  or  other  {lores  thereunto 
belonging,  ffiall,  by  a  court-marffial,  be  caftiiered. 

L y k  III.  I  he  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment,  troop,  inde¬ 
pendent  company  or  garni  on,  in  the  fervice  aforefaid,  ffiall,  in  the 
beginning  of  every  month  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  faid 
forces,  an  exact  return  of  the  ftate  of  the  regiment,  troop,  indepen¬ 
dent  company,  or  g.rnfon  under  his  command,  fpecifying  the  names 
of  the  officers  not  then  redding  at  their  polls,  and  the  reafon  for, 
and  the  time  of  their  abfence  :  whoever  ffiall  be  convicted  of  having, 
through  neglekt  or  delign,  omitted  the  fending  fuch  returns,  ffiall 
be  puniffied  according  to  the  nature  of  his  crime,  by  the  judgment 
of  a  ^eneral  court-martial. 

LX  I  v  .  No  futtler  ffiall  be  permitted  to  fell  any  kind  of  liquors 
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or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  houfes  or  ffiops  open,  for  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  foldiers,  after  nine  at  night,  or  before  the  beating  of  the 
reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine  fervice  or  fermon,  on  the 
penalty  of  being  difmiffed  from  all  future  futtling. 

LX  V.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  camp,  or  in  any  forts,  bar¬ 
racks,  or  garrifons,  are  hereby  required  to  fee  that  the  perfons  per¬ 
mitted  to  futtie  ffiall  fupply  the  foldiers  with  good  and  wholefome 
provifions  at  a  reafonable  price,  as  they  ffiall  be  anfwerable  for  their 
neglect. 

LX VI,  No  officers  commanding  in  any  camp,  garrifons,  forts, 
or  barracks,  ffiall  either  themfelves  exadt  exorbitant  prices  for  houfes 
or  ftalls  let  out  to  futtlers,  or  ffiall  connive  at  the  like  exactions  in 
others,  nor  lay  any  duty  or  impofitions  upon,  or  be  interefled  in  the 
fale  of  fuch  victuals,  liquors,  or  other  neceffaries  of  life,  which  are 
brought  into  the  camp,  garrifon,  fort,  or  barracks,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
foldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  difcharged  from  the  fervice. 

LX  VII.  That  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  ffiall  have  full  power  of  pardoning,  or  mitigating  any  of  the 
puniffiments  ordered  to  be  inflicted,  for  any  of  the  offences  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  foregoing  articles ;  and  every  offender,  convi&ed  as  afore - 
faid,  by  any  regimental  court-martial,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have 
his  puniffiment  mitigated  by  the  colonel  or  officer  commanding  the 
regiment. 

LX VIII.  When  any  commiffioned  officer  ffiall  happen  to  die,  or 
be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  major  of  the  re¬ 
giment,  or  the  officer  doing  the  major’s  duty  in  his  abfence,  ffiall 
immediately  fecure  all  his  effects  or  equipage,  then  in  camp  or  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  ffiall  before  the  next  regimental  court-martial,  make -an 
inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  to  the  office  of  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  Congrefs,  or  aflembly  of  the  province  in  which  the  corps 
is  ftationed  or  ffiall  happen  to  be  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  fuch 
officer;  to  the  end  that  his  executors  may,  after  payment  of  his 
debts  in  quarters,  and  interment,  receive  the  overplus,  if  any  be, 
to  his  or  their  ufe. 

LXIX.  When  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  private  foldier, 
ffiall  happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  the  then  commanding  officer  of  the  troop  or  company,  ffiall, 
in  the  prefence  of  two  other  commiffioned  officers,  take  an  ac¬ 
count  of  whatever  effects  he  dies  poffelTed  of,  and  tranfmit  the 
fame,  as  in  the  cafe  above  provided  for,  in  order  that  the  fame 
may  be  fecured  for,  and  paid  to  their  refpedtive  reprefentatives.* 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Cuffiing,  and  Mr.  Hewes,  be  a 
committee  to  revife  them  for  the  prefs,  and  to  get  them  printed. 

*  In  Congress ,  November  7,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  additions  and  alterations  or  amend¬ 
ments,  be  made  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  continen¬ 
tal  army. 

1.  All  perfons  convicted  of  holding  a  treacherous  eorrefpond 
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Rcscived,  That  the  Congrefs  will, 
felt  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
colonies. 


on  Monday  next,  refolve  it- 
to  confider  the  trade  of  thefe 


ence  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  lhall  fuffer  death 

or  inch  other  pumfliment  as  a  general  court-martial  fhall  think 
proper. 

All  commifTioned  officers  found  guilty  by  a  general  court- 

martial  of  any  fraud  or  embezzlement,  lhall  forfeit  all  his  pay,  be 

>pso  facto  callnered,  and  deemed  unfit  for  further  fervice  as  an 
officer. 

°*  Al1  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  convi&ed  before 
a  regimental  court-martial  of  Healing,  embezzling  or  dedroying 
ammunition,  provmon,  tools,  or  any  thing  belonging  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  (tores,  it  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks 
and  pumffied  with  whipping,  not  lefs  than  fifteen,  nor  more  than 
thu  ty-nine  ladies,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  court-martial  ;  if  a  pri¬ 
vate  loldier,  with  the  lame  corporal  puniffiment. 

4.  In  all  cafes  where  a  commiffioned  officer  is  caffiiered  for 
cowardice  or  fraud,  it  be  added  in  the  puniffiment,  that  the  crime, 
name,  place  of  abode,  and  puniffiment  of  the  delinquent  be  pub- 
lid ,  cl  in  the  newfpapers,  in  and  about  the  camp,  and  of  that  colo¬ 
ny  from  which  the  offender  came,  or  ufually  refides  :  After  which 
it  lhall  be  deemed  fcanclalous  in  any  officer  to  affociate  with  him. 

Any  °^cer  or  foldier,  who  ffiall  begin,  excite,  caufe,  or  join 
in  any  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  to 
winch  lie  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or  company  of 
the  continental  forces,  either  by  land  or  fea,  or  in  any  party,  poll, 
detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  ffiall"  fuffer 

death,  or  filch  other  puniffiment,  as  a  general  court-martial  ffiall 
direct. 


6.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  defert  to  the  enemy,  and  af- 
tei  '.\  aids  be  taken,  lhall  luffer  death,  or  luch  other  puniffiment,  as 
a  general  court-martial  ffiall  dired. 

7.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  ffiall  he  found  drunk  on  his 
guard,  party,  or  other  duty  under  arms,  lhall  be  caffiiered  and 
drummed  out  of  the  army  with  infamy  ;  any  non-commiffioned 
officer  or  foldier,  fo  offending,  ffiall  be  fentenced  to  be  whipt,  not 
lels  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  Lilies,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence. 

8.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier,  placed  as  a  centinel,  ffiall  be 
found  deeping  upon  his  pod,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  fhall  be 
regularly  relieved,  if  a  commiffioned  officer,  fhall  be  eafhiered, 
and  (uummed  out  of  the  army  with  infamy  j  if  a  non-commiffion- 
ed  officer  or  foldier,  lhall  be  fentenced  to  be  whipped,  not  lefs 
than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lafhes,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence. 

(h  No  officer  or  foldier  dial!  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp, 
wjthput  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon 


JUNE  1  m*  i  ai 

A  number  of  letters  and  ipeeches  from  the  Stockbridge  Indians 
were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  do  prepare  pro¬ 
per  talks  to  the  feveral  tribes  of  Indians,  for  engaging  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  their  friendlhip  to  us,  and  neutrality  in  our  prefent  un¬ 
happy  difpute  with  Great-Britain. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

penalty,  if  an  officer,  of  being  mul&ed  one  month’s  pay  for  the  firft 
offence,  and  calhiered  for  the  fecond  ;  if  a  non-commiffioned  offi¬ 
cer  or  foldier,  of  being  confined  feven  days  on  bread  and  water  for 
the  fird  offence  ;  and  the  fame  punifhment  and  a  forfeiture  of  a 
week’s  pay  for  the  fecond. 

10.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  /hall  mi/behave  himfelf  before 
the  enemy,  or  lhamefully  abandon  any  pod  committed  to  his  charge, 
or  /hall  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like,  /hall  fuffer  death. 

1  1.  All  public  dores  taken  in  the  enemy’s  camp  or  magazines, 
whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloathing,  or  provifions,  /hall  be 
fecured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  :  And  all  commiffioned 
officers,  found  guilty  by  general  court-martial,  of  embezzling  the 
fame  ;  or  any  of  them,  fhall  forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipso  facto  ca¬ 
di  ie  red,  and  deemed  unfit  for  farther  fervice  as  an  officer.  And 
all  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  convicted  before  a  reed- 
mental  court-martial  of  dealing  or  embezzling  the  fame,  if  a  non- 
commiffioned  officer,  /hall  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  pun  idled 
with  whipping,  not  lefs  that  fifteen,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine 
la/lies,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  court-martial  ;  if  a  private  foldier, 
with  the  fame  punifhment. 

12.  If  any  officer  or  foldier,  /hall  leave  his  pod  or  colours,  in 
time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  learch  of  plunder,  he  /hall,  if  a 
commiffioned  officer,  be  cafiiiered,  and  drummed  out  of  the  army 
with  infamy,  and  forfeit  all  /hare  of  plunder  ;  if  a  lion-commiffion- 
ed  officer  or  foldier,  be  whipped,  not  lefs  than  twenty,  nor  more 
than  thirty-nine  ladies,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and 
forfeit  all  /hare  of  the  plunder  taken  from  the  enemy; 

13.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
fhall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of  the  muders, 
or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  regiment,  troop,  or  com¬ 
pany  under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their 
being  mudered,  on  penalty  of  his  being  cafhiered,  and  mnlcded  of 
his  pay. 

14.  At  every  muder,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment, 
troop  or  company  there  prefent,  /hall  give  to  the  commiffary  of 
muders,  certificates  figned  by  himfelf,  fignifying  how  long  fuch 
officers,  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  (hall  not  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  faid  muder,  have  been  abfent,  and  the  reafon  of  their 
abfence,  which  reafons  and  the  time  of  abfence,  diall  be  inferted 
in  the  muder  rolls,  oppofite  the  names  of  fuch  absentees  :  And  the 

furgeons  or  their  mates,  fhall  at  the  farm?  time  give  to  the  com- 
Vol.  L  § 
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Saturday  July  1,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  in  cafe  any  agent  of  the  mini¬ 
fy  {hall  induce  the  Indian  tribes,  or  any  of  them,  to  commit  ac¬ 
tual  hoftilities  againft  thefe  colonies,  or  to  enter  into  an  offenfive 
alliance  with  the  Britifh  troops,  thereupon  the  colonies  ought  to 
avail  themielves  of  an  alliance  with  fuch  Indian  nations  as  will  en¬ 
ter  into  the  fame,  to  oppofe  fuch  Britifh  troops  and  their  Indian  allies. 

Letters  being  received  by  exprefs  from  general  Schuyler,  which 
required  an  immediate  anfwer,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  af¬ 
ter  due  deliberation,  an  anfwer  was  returned. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  lieutenant  Patrick  Moncrief 
have  liberty  to  return  to  England,  on  giving  his  parole  of  honour, 
that  he  will  not  aft  againft:  the  Americans  in  the  prefent  controver- 
fy  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Mondat ,  July  3,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Sundry  letters  being  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  in¬ 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  coniider  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies, 
and  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported  a  refolution  they  had  come  to. 

The  refolution  of  the  committee  being  read,  was  at  the  defire  of 
the  colony  of  South-Carolina,  referred  for  farther  confideration  till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

miliary  of  mutters,  a  certificate  figned  by  them,  fignifying  the 
ttate  ot  health  or  ficknefs  of  thofe  under  their  care,  and  the  faid 
certificate  fhall,  together  with  the  mutter  rolls,  be  by  the  faid  com- 
miffary  tranfmitted  to  the  general,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  committee  appointed  thereby, 
within  twenty  days  next  after  fuch  mutter  being  taken,  on  failure 
whereof,  the  commiffary  fo  offending,  ihall  be  difcharged  from 
the  fervice. 

15.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  convicted  before  a  general  court- 
martial,  of  having  figned  a  falfe  certificate  relating  to  the  ab- 
fence  of  either  officer,  non-committioned  officer,  or  private  foldier ; 
and  every  furgeon  or  mate,  convicted  of  figning  a  falfe  certificate, 
relating  to  the  health  or  licknefs  of  thofe  under  his  care,  fhall  be 
cafhiered. 

16.  All  officers  and  foldiers  who  fhall  wilfully  or  through  negli¬ 
gence,  difobey  any  general  or  fpecial  orders,  fhall  be  punifhed  at 
the  difcretion  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  where  the  offence  is 
againft  a  regimental  order,  and  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court- 
martial,  where  the  offence  is  againft  an  order  given  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  any  detachment  Or 
poft,  and  fuch  general  court-martial  can  be  had. 


A*' 
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Tuesday ,  July  4,  17/5, 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  .  _  ,  « 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  refumed  and 

debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  ads  palled  in  the  firft  feffion  of  the  pre-. 
fent  parliament,  the  one  intituled  u  An  act  to  reftrain  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  and  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode- 1  hand  and  Provi¬ 
dence  Plantation,  in  North-America,  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  an 
the  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies;  and  to  prohibit  fuch  pro¬ 
vinces  and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on  the  banks  or 
Newfoundland  or  other  places  therein  mentioned,  under  certain 
conditions  and  limitations.”  The  other  intituled  u  An  ad  to  re¬ 
ftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  ot  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South-Carolina,  to  Gieat-Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  under  certain 
conditions  and  limitations,”  are  unconftitutional,  oppreffive,  and 
cruel ;  and  that  the  commercial  oppofition  of  thele  colonies,  to  cer¬ 
tain  ads  enumerated  in  the  alfociation  of  the  laft  Congrels,  ought 
to  be  made  againft  thefe,  until  they  are  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  immediately  publifhed. 

The  petition  to  the  king  being  again  read,  after  fome  debate,  the 
further  confideration  of  it  was  deterred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  July  5,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Several  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

It  appearing  that  governor  Philip  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy  iia\e 
deligns  inimical  to  America  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  delegates  of  the  colony 
of  Pennfyl vania,  to  have  the  order  of  Congrefs  of  the  27th  of  June 
laft,  refpeding  the  fending  governor  Skene  to  Connedicut,  imme¬ 
diately  carried  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lundy  be  fent  under  guard  along  with  go¬ 
vernor  Skene  to  Connedicut,  there  to  be  confined  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  is  ordered  with  refped  }o  governor  Skene. 

Resolved,  That  fueh  provif^on  be  made  for  the  fupport  of  gover¬ 
nor  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy,  as  governor  Trumbull  fnall  think  pro¬ 
per,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Trumbull  on 
this  fubjed,  and  enclofe  him  the  above  orders  and  refolves. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  petition  to 
the  king,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Thursday,  July  6,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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taJ ofC°r  £r^.fSi  t0°k  int0  «onfuWion  the  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 

committed!  r  n’  "  ^  foniC  debate>  the  fame  was  re‘ 

br ought  “TT6  t0  uVh0n?  the  decIaration  was  re-committed 
m  the  fame»  whlch  being  again  read,  and  debated  by  pa- 
ragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  :  7  1 

A  **cl*ratJon  by  the  Representatives  of  the  United  Colonies  of 
+  01  io-nmenca,  now  met  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia ,  setting 
forth  the  causes  and  necessity  of  their  taking  up  arms - 

IF  it  was  pofTible  for  men,  who  exercife  their  re afon  to  believe, 
at  tbe  divine  Author  of  our  exiflence  intended  a  part  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race  to  hold  an  abfolute  property  in,  and  an  unbounded  pow¬ 
er  over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as 
the  objects  of  a  legal  domination  never  rightfully  refiftible,  however 
i eve re  and  oppreffive,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  might  at 
lead  require  from  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  feme  evidence, 
nat  this  dreadful  authority  over  them,  has  been  granted  to  that 
body.  But  a  reverence  for  our  great  Creator,  principles  of  huma¬ 
nity,  and  the  dictates  of  common  fenfe,  mull  convince  all  thofe 
v,  bo  lerk  et  upon  the  iubject,  that  government  was  inffituted  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  ought  to  be  atiminiftered  for 
the  attainment  of  that  end.  The  legiflature  of  Great-Britain,  how- 
^mulated  by  an  inordinate  pafiion  for  a  power  not  only  nn- 
jultinable,  but  which  they  know  to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by  the 
veiy  conititution  of  that  kingdom,  and  defperate  of  fuccefs  in  any 
mode  of  conteft,  where  regard  ihould  be  had  to  truth,  law,  or  right 
have  at  length,  deferting  thofe,  attempted  to  effed  their  crnel  and 
impolitic  purpofe  of  enflaving  thefe  colonies  by  violence,  and  have 
thereby  rendered  it  necefiary  for  us  to  clofe  with  their  laft  appeal 
from  reafon  to  arms. — Yet,  however  blinded  that  afiembly  may  be, 
by  their  intemperate  rage  for  unlimited  domination,  fo  to  flight 
juflice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  efteem  ourfelves  bound  by 
obligations  of  refpeCf  to  the  reff  of  the  world,  to  make  known  the 
juflice  of  our  caufe. 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain,  left 
thi-.ir  native  land,  to  leek  on  thefe  fhores  a  refidence  for  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  At  the  expenfe  of  their  blood,  at  the  hazard 
of  their  fortunes,  without  the  lead  charge  to  the  country  from 
which  they  removed,  by  unceaiing  labour,  and  an  unconquerable 
fpirit,  they  efle&ed  fettleraents  in  the  diflant  and  inhofpitable  wilds 
of  America,  then  filled  with  numerous  and  warlike  nations  of  bar¬ 
barians. — Societies  or  governments,  veiled  with  perfect  legiflatures, 
weie  foi  med  under  charters  from  the  crown,  and  an  harmonious 
intercourfie  was  eflablifhed  between  the  colonies  and  the  kingdom 
from  which  they  derived  their  origin.  The  mutual  benefits  of  this 
union  became  in  a  fbort  time  fo  extraordinary,  as  to  excite  aflon- 
ifhment.  It  is  univerfally  confefled,  that  the  amazing  increafe  of 
the  weal,h;  ifrength,  and  navigation  of  the  realm,  aroie  from  this 
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fource  ;  and  the  minifter,  who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefsfully  dire&ed 
the  meafures  of  Great-Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  declared, 
that  thefe  colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her  enemies.-— To¬ 
wards  the  conclufion  of  that  war,  it  pleafed  our  fovereign  to  make 
a  change  in  his  counfels. — From  that  fatal  moment,  the  affairs  of 
the  Britifh  empire  began  to  fall  into  confufion,  and  gradually  Hid¬ 
ing  from  the  fummit  of  glorious  profperity,  to  which  they  had  been 
advanced  by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length  dif- 
tradled  by  the  convullions,  that  now  fhake  it  to  its  deepeft  founda¬ 
tions. — The  new  miniftry  finding  the  brave  foes  of  Britain,  though 
frequently  defeated,  yet  Hill  contending,  took  up  the  unfortunate 
idea  of  granting  them  a  hafty  peace,  and  of  then  fubduing  her 
faithful  friends. 

Thefe  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a  Bate,  as  to  pre- 
fent  victories  without  bloodfhed,  and  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  fta- 
tuteable  plunder.-— The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their  peaceable  and 
refpedtful  behaviour  from  the  beginning  of  colonization,  their  duti¬ 
ful,  zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the  war,  though  fo  recently 
and  amply  acknowledged  in  the  moil  honourable  manner  by  his  ma- 
jefty,  by  the  late  king,  and  by  parliament,  could  not  have  them 
from  the  meditated  innovations.— Parliament  was  influenced  to 
adopt  the  pernicious  project,  and  affuming  a  new  power  over  them, 
have  in  the  courfe  of  eleven  years,  given  fuch  decifive  fpecimens  of 
the  fpirit  and  confequences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  concerning  the  effe&s  of  acquiefcence  underdt.  They  have 
undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our  money  without  our  confent,  though 
we  have  ever  exerciied  an  exclulive  right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  pro¬ 
perty  ;  ftatutes  have  been  palled  for  extending  the  jurifdidtion  of 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  beyond  their  ancient  limits ; 
for  depriving  us  of  the  accuftomed  and  ineftimable  privilege  of  trial 
By  jury,  in  cafes  afFedting  both  life  and  property  ;  for  fufpending 
the  legiflature  of  one  of  the  colonies;  for  interdidting  all  commerce 
to  the  capital  of  another  ;  and  for  altering  fundamentally  the  form 
of  government  eflablifhed  by  charter,  and  fecured  by  adds  of  its  own 
legiflature  folemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown  ;  for  exempting  the 
u  murderers”  of  colonifts  from  legal  trial,  and  in  effedt,  from  pu- 
nifhment  ;  for  eredling  in  a  neighbouring  province,  acquired  by  the 
joint  arms  of  Great-Britain  and  America,  a  defpotifm  dangerous  to 
our  very  exigence ;  and  for  quartering  foldiers  upon  the  colonifts  in 
time  of  profound  peace.  It  has  alfo  been  refolved  in  parliament, 
that  colonifts  charged  with  committing  certain  offences,  jhall  be 
tranfported  to  England  to  be  tried. 

But  why  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail  ?  By  one  fta- 
tute  it  is  declared,  that  parliament  can  u  of  right  make  laws  to  bind 
us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.”  What  is  to  defend  us  againft  fo  enor¬ 
mous,  fo  unlimited  a  power  ?  Not  a  fingle  man  of  thofe  who  affume 
it,  is  chofen  by  us ;  or  is  fubjedt  to  our  controul  or  influence  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation 
cf  fuch  laws,  and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the 
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oftenfible  purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  actually  lighten 
their  own  burdens  in  proportion,  as  they  increafe  ours.  We  faw 
the  mifery  to  which  fuch  defpotifm  would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten 
years  incelfantly  and  ineffectually  belieged  the  throne  as  Appli¬ 
cants  ;  we  reafoned,  we  remonllrated  with  parliament,  in  the  molt 
mild  and  decent  language. 

Adminiflration  fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard  thefe  oppreflive 
meaiures  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleets  and  armies  to  en¬ 
force  them.  1  he  indignation  of  the  Americans  was  roufed,  it  is 
true  ;  but  it  was  the  indignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affecti¬ 
onate  people.  A  Congrefsof  delegates  from  the  United  Colonies 
w  as  alfembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  1  aft  September. 
We  relolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the 
Ling,  and  alio  addrelfed  our  fellow-iubjeCts  of  Great-Britain.  We 
have  purfued  every  temperate,  every  refpeCtful  meafure  :  we  have 
e\en  proceeded  to  break  off  our  commercial  intercourfe  wflth  our  fel- 
low-fubje£ts,  as  the  lafl  peaceable  admonition,  that  our  attachment 
to  no  nation  upon  earth  fhould  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty. 
—This,  we  flattered  ourfelves,  was  the  ultimate  flep  of  the  con- 
troverfy  :  but  fubfequent  events  have  fhewn,  how  vain  was  this 
hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  expreffions  againff  the  colonies  were  infer- 
ted  in  his  majefty’s  fpeech  ;  our  petition,  tho’  we  were  told  it  was 
a  decent  one,  and  that  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  it 
gracioully,  and  to  promife  laying  it  before  his  parliment,  was  hud¬ 
dled  into  both  houfes  among  a  bundle  of  American  papers,  and 
there  neglected.  The  lords  and  commons  in  their  addrefs,  in  the 
month  of  February,  faid,  that  “  a  rebellion  at  that  time  actually  ex¬ 
ited  within  the  province  of  Malfachufetts-Bay  ;  and  that  thole  con¬ 
cerned  in  it,  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful 
combinations  and  engagements,  entered  into  by  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jeCts  in  feveral  of  the  other  colonies  ;  and  therefore  they  befought 
his  majefty,  that  he  would  take  the  moft  effectual  meaiures  to  in- 
force  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  fupreme  legi¬ 
slature.” — Soon  after,  the  commercial  intercourfe  of  whole  colonies, 
with  foreign  countries,  and  with  each  other,  was  cut  off  by  an  aCt 
ol  parliament;  by  another  feveral  of  them  were  intirely  prohibited 
from  the  fifheries  in  the  leas  near  their  colts,  on  which  they  always 
depended  for  their  lultenance  ;  and  large  reinforcements  of  fhips 
and  troops  were  immediately  fent  over  to  general  Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments,  and  eloquence  of 
an  illultrious  band  of  the  moft  diltinguilhed  peers,  and  commoners, 
who  nobly  and  ftrenoufly  afferted  the  jultice  of  our  caufe,  to  flay, 
or  even  to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with  which  thefe  accumulated 
and  unexampled  outrages  were  hurried  on. — Equally  fruitlefs  was 
the  interference  of  the  city  of  London,  of  Briftol,  and  many  other 
refpeCtable  towns  in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infidious 
manoeuvre  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  eftablifh  a  perpetual  auCtion 
of  taxations  where  colony  fliould  bid  againft  colony,  all  of  them 
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Uninformed  what  ranfom  would  redeem  their  lives  ;  and  thus  to  ex- 
from  us,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  unknown  funis  that 
Id  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  poffible  to  gratify,  minifterial  ra- 


tort 
fhould 


pacity,  with  the  miferable  indulgence  left  to  us  of  raifing,  in  our  own 
mode,  the  prefcribed  tribute.  What  terms  more  rigid  and  humi¬ 
liating  could  have  been  dictated  by  remorfelefs  vidors  to  conque¬ 
red  enemies  ?  in  our  circumdances  to  accept  them,  would  be  to  de- 


ferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  arrived  on  this 
continent,  general  Gage,  who  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  year  had  ta¬ 
ken  poffeflion  of  the  town  of  Bodon,  in  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  and  dill  occupied  it  is  a  garrifon,  on  the  19th  day  of 
April,  fent  out  from  that  place  a  large  detachment  of  his  army* 
who  made  an  unprovoked  affault  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  pro¬ 
vince,  at  the  town  of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  ol  a 
great  number  of  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  officers  andfoldieis 
of  that  detachment,  murdered  eight  of  the  inhabitants,  and  woun¬ 
ded  many  others.  From  thence  the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike 
array  to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  another  party 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  killing  feveral  and  woun¬ 
ding  more,  until  compelled  to  retreat  by  the  country  people  fudden- 
ly  affembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggreffion.  Hodilities,  thus  com¬ 
menced  by  the  Britiffi  troops,  have  been  fince  profecuted  by  them 
without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation.— The  inhabitants  of  Bodon 
being  confined  within  that  town  by  the  general  their  governor,  and 
having,  in  order  to  procure  their  difmiffion,  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  him,  it  was  dipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants  having  depo- 
fited  their  arms  with  their  own  magidrates,  fhould  have  liberty  to 
depart,  taking  with  them  their  other  effects.  They  accordingly  de¬ 
livered  up  their  arms,  but  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in  defiance  of 
the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even  favage  nations  edeemed  fa- 
cred,  the  governor  ordered  the  arms  depofited  as  gforefaid,  that  they 
might  be  preferved  for  their  owners,  to  be  feized  by  a  body  of  fol- 
diers  ;  detained  the  greated  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their 
mod  valuable  effects  behind. 

By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparated  from  their  hufbands,  children 
from  their  parents,  the  aged  and  the  dck  from  their  relations  and 
friends,  who  wifh  to  attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  thofe  who  have 
been  ufed  to  live  in  plenty  and  even  elegance,  are  reduced  to  de¬ 
plorable  didrefs. 

The  general,  further  emulating  his  minifterial  mafters,  by  a 
proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  after  venting 
the  groffed  falfehoods  and  calumnies  againd  the  good  people  of 
thefe  colonies,  proceeds  to  u  declare  them  all,  either  by  name  or 
u  defcription,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe 

of  the  common  law,  and  indead  thereof  to  publiffi  and  order 
t(  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  law  martial.” — His  troops  have 
butchered  our  countrymen,  have  wantonly  burnt  Gharledown,  be- 
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ides  a  confiderable  number  of  houfes  in  other  places  ;  our  Ibips 
an  vefT.ls  are  feized  ;  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  provifions  are  in. 
teicepied,  and  he  is.  exerting  his  utmoft  power  to  foread  deftruc- 
t.on  and  devaflation  around  him. 

vv  e  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  general  Carelton, 
the  governor  of  Canada,  is  mitigating  the  people  of  that  province 
-  the  Inutans  to  fall  upon  us  ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  rea- 
.  t0  aPPrehcnd,  that  fchemes  have  been  formed  to  excite  domef- 
tic  enemies  agamft  us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feel, 
and  aH  of  them  are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  ad- 
numeration _  can  inflict  them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire, 
wore,  and. amine.  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  chufing 
an  l~ditional  fubmiff  on  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters, 
1flftan.ce  _by  Force — ' '  he  latter  is  our  choice.— We  have  count- 
tv  t  m  coit  of  this  contefl,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  volunta¬ 
ry  flavery - Honour,  juftice,  and  humanity,  forbid  us  tamely  to 

Hi  lender  that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our  gallant  ancef- 
tors,  and  which  cur  innocent  pofferity  have  a  right  to  receive 
irom  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning 
iucceeding  generations  to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitably  awaits 
them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upon  them. 

Cur  caufe  is  juft.  Our  union  is  perfect.  Our  internal  refources 
are  great,  and,  if  neceffary,  foreign  afMance  is  undoubtedly  at¬ 
tain  able. --We  gratefully  acknowledge,  as  fignal  inftances  of  the 
Divine  favour  towards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit 
us  to  be  called  into  this  fevere  controvert,  until  we  were  grown 
up  to  our  prefent  ftrength,  had  been  previoufly  exercifed  in  warlike 
operation,  and  poffeffed  of  the  means  of  defending  ourfelves.  With 
hearts  fortified  with  thefe  animating  reflections,  we  moff  folemnly 
before  God  and  the  world,  declare ,  that,  exerting  the  utmoft  eneroy 
Cl  thole  powers,  which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioufly  be- 
ftoweu  upon  us,  the  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  enemies 
to  afTinne,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every  hazard,  with  unabating 
firmnefs  and  perfeverence,  employ  for  the  prefervation  of  our  liber¬ 
ties  ;  being  with  one  mind  refolved  to  die  freemen  rather  than  to 
live  flaves. 

C  ft  this  declaration  (hould  difquiet  the  minds  of  our  friends 
and  fellow-fubjctfs  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we  allure  them  that 
v/e  mean  not  to  diflolve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  hap¬ 
pily  fub  filled  between  us,  and  which  we  fincerely  wi/h  to  fee  refto- 

-Ncccftity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defperate  meafure, 

o**  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  again  ft  them. _ 

We  have  not  raifed  armies  with  ambitious  defigns  of  feparating 
from  Great-Pritain,  and  eflablifning  independent  dates.  We  fight 
not  for^  glory  or  for  conquefr.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  re¬ 
markable  fpe&acle  a  people  attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies, 
without  any  imputation  or  even  fufpicion  of  offence.  They  boafl 
of  their  privileges  and  civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no  milder  con¬ 
ditions  than  fervitude  or  death. 
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In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our 
birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of 
it _ for  the  protection  of  our  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  ho¬ 

ned  indudry  of  our  fore-fathers  and  ourfelves,  againd  violence 
actually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  fhall  lay  them  down 
when  hodilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggrefforC,  and  all 
danger  of  their  being  renewed  fhall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fupreme  and 
impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe,  we  mod  devoutly  im¬ 
plore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  proteCt  us  happily  through  this  great 
conflict,  to  difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable 
terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  of 
civil  war. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  a  letter  be  prepared  to  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London,  exprefling 
the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs,  for  their  virtuous  and  fpirited  oppofl- 
tion  to  the  oppreflive  and  ruinous  fydem  of  colony  adminidration 
adopted  by  the  Britifli  minidry. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  draught  an  addrefs 
to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  do  prepare  this. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Fridat ,  July  7,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain,  was  re-committed,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  again 
read  and  debated,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

- -gap  Oliiw  — 

SaVurdat ,  July  8,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  petition  to  the  king  being  engroffed,  was  compared  at  the 
table,  and  figned  by  the^members  prefent. 

To  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty: 

MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

We,  your  majedy’s  faithful  fubjeCts  of  the  colonies  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
counties  of  Newcadle,  Kent,  and  Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our¬ 
felves,  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  who  have  deputed  us 
to  reprefent  them  in  general  Congrefs,  entreat  your  majedy’s  graci¬ 
ous  attention  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother  country  and  thefe  colonies,  and 
the  energy  of  mild  and  jud  government,  produced  benefits  fo  re¬ 
markably  important,  and  afforded  fuch  an  affurance  of  their  per¬ 
manency  and  encreafe,  that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations 
Vol.  I.  T 
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were  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great-Britain  rifing  to  a  power  the 
mod  extraordinary  the  world  had  ever  known. 

Her  rivals,  observing  that  there  was  no  probability  of  this  hap. 
py  connexion  being  broken  by  civil  diffenfions,  and  apprehending 
its  future  etfefts,  if  left  any  longer  undifturbed,  refolved  to  prevent 
her  receiving  fuch  continual  and  formidable  acceffions  of  wealth 

and  (Length,  by  checking  the  growth  of  thofe  fettlements  from 
■which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo  unfavourable  to 
the  defign  took  place,  that  every  friend  to  the  irttereft  of  Great- 
Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable  ex¬ 
pectations  ot  leeing  an  additional  force  and  exertion  immediately 
given  to  the  operations  of  the  union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an 
enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  and  the  removal  of 
ancient  and  warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  diftance. 

At  the  conclufion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  th'e  mod  glorious 
and  advantageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by  Britifh  arms, 
your  loyal  colonifts  having  contributed  to  its  fuccefs,  by  fuch  re¬ 
peated  and  ftrenuous  exertions,  as  frequently  procured  them  the 
diftingui  filed  approbation  of  your  majefty,  of  the  late  king,  and  of 
parliament,  doubted  not  but  that  they  fhould  be  permitted,  with 
the  reft  of  the  empire,  to  fhare  in  the  bleftings  of  peace,  and  the 
emoluments  of  viAory  and  conqueft. 

While  thefe  recent  and  honorable  acknowledgments  of  their  me- 
>  m  ained  on  lecoicl  in  the  journals  and  a  As  ot  that  aug'uft  le- 
gi.xatiii  e,  the  parliament,  undelaced  by  the  imputation  or  even  the 
fu ;  pi  cion  of  any  offence,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  fyftem  of  fta- 
tutes  and  regulations  adopted  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  colonies, 
that  filh  d  their  minds  with  the  moft  painful  fears  and  jealoufies; 
and,  to  their  inexpreffible  aftonilhment,  perceived  the  danger  of  a 
fr  u.n  quarrel  quickly  fucceeded  by  domeftic  danger,  in  their 
jndgnu  nt,  of  a  more  dreadful  kind. 

Nor  were  thefe  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency  in  this  fyf- 
trm  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  mother  country.  For  though 
it::  eft  s  were  more  immediately  felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  injurious  to  the  commerce  and  prolperity  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. 


We  fhn.ll  decline  the  ungrateful  talk  of  deferibing  the  irkfome 
vnrif  tj  ot  artifices,  praAifed  by  many  of  your  majefty ’s  minifters, 
the  dclufive  pretences,  fruitlefs  terrors,  and  unavailing  feverities, 
tlmt  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  dealt  out  by  them,  in  their  at- 
t  mpts  to  execute  this  impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing,  through  a  fe- 
ries  ot  years  paft,  the  progrefs  ol  the  unhappy  differences  between 
"ireat-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  that  have  flowed  from  this  fatal 
fource',  \ 


rour  majefty’s  minifters,  perfevering  in  their  mcafurcs,  and  pro- 
jmg  to  open  hoftilities  for  enforcing  them,  have  compelled  us 
m  in  our  own  defence,  and  have  engaged  us  in  a  controverfy 
—  peculiarly  abhorrent  to  the  affeAions  of  your  thill  faithful  cole- 
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ill  ft  s,  that  when  we  confider  whom  we  muft  oppofe  in  this  conteft, 
and  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the  confequences,  our  own  parti¬ 
cular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as  parts  of  our  diftrefs. 

Knowing*  to  what  violent  refentments,  and  incurable  animofi- 
ties,  civil  difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and  inflame  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties,  we  think  ourfelves  required  by  indifpenfable  obliga¬ 
tions  to  Almighty  God,  to  your  majefty,  to  our  fellow-fubjeds,  and 
to  ourfelves,  immediately  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not 
incompatible  with  our  fafety,  for  flopping  the  further  effufton  of 
blood/  and  for  averting  the  impending  calamities  that  threaten  the 
Britifh  empire. 

Thus  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  majefty  on  affairs  of  fuch  mo¬ 
ment  to  America,  and  probably  to  all  your  dominions,  we  are  ear- 
neftly  defirous  of  performing  this  office,  with  the  utmoft  deference 
for  your  majefty;  and  we  therefore  pray,  that  your  majefty’s  royal 
magnanimity  and  benevolence  may  make  the  moft  favourable  con- 
ftrudions  of  our  expreflions  on  fo  uncommon  an  occafton.  Could 
we  reprefent  in  their  full  force,  the  fentiments  that  agitate  the 
minds  of  us  your  dutiful  fubjeds,  we  are  perfuaded  your  majefty 
would  afcribe  any  feeming  deviation  from  reverence  in  our  lan¬ 
guage,  and  even  in  our  condud,  not  to  any  reprehenftble  inten¬ 
tion,  but  to  the  impoffibility  of  reconciling  the  ufual  appearances 
of  refped,  with  a  juft  attention  to  our  own  prefervation  againft 
thole  artful  and  cruel  enemies,  who  abufe  your  royal  confidence 
and  authority,  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting  our  deftrudion. 

Attached  to  your  majefty’s  perfon,  family,  and  government  with 
all  devotion  that  principle  and  afifedion  can  infpire,  conneded  with 
Great-Britain  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  that  can  unite  focieties,  and  de¬ 
ploring  every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  them,  we 
folemnly  affure  your  majefty,  that  we  not  only  moft  ardently  defire 
the  former  harmony  between  her  and  thefe  colonies  may  be  refto- 
red,  but  that  a  concord  may  be  eftabliflied  between  them  upon  fo 
firm  a  bafts  as  to  perpetuate  its  bleflings,  uninterrupted  by  any  fu¬ 
ture  diffenftons,  to  fucceeding  generations  in  both  countries,  and 
to  tranfmit  your  majefty’s  name  to  pofterity,  adorned  with  that  Sig¬ 
nal  and  lading  glory,  that  has  attended  the  memory  of  thofe  illuf- 
trious  perfonages,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  have  extricated  dates 
from  dangerous  convulftons,  and,  by  fecuring  happinefs  to  others, 
have  ereded  the  moft  noble  and  durable  monuments  to  their  own 
fame. 

We  beg  leave  farther  to  affure  your  majefty,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fufferings  of  your  loyal  colonifts,  during  the  courfe  of  this 
prefent  controverfy,  our  breads  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the 
kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  as  might  in  any  manner  be  inconftftent  with  her  dignity  or 
her  welfare.  Thefe,  related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as 
well  as  indication,  induce  us  to  fupport  and  advance  ;  and  the  ap¬ 
prehensions  that  now  opprefs  our  hearts  with  unfpeakahie  grief,  be¬ 
ing  once  removed,  your  majefty  will  find  your  faithful  fubjeds  or 


142 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


thi?  continent  ready  and.  wilting  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been, 
with  their  lives  and  fhrtunes,  to  alTert  and  maintain  the  rights  and 
interefts  of  your  majelty,  and  of  our  mother  country. 

AVe,  therefore,  befeech  your  majelty,  that  your  royal  authority 
and  influence  may  be  gracioufly  interpofed  to  procure  us  relief  from 
our  afflicting  fears  and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the  fyftem  before 
mentioned,  and  to  lettle  peace  through  every  part  of  your  domini¬ 
ons,  with  all  humility  fubmitting  to  your  majelty’s  wife  conlidera- 
tion  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  facilitating  thofe  impor¬ 
tant  purpofes,  that  your  majelty  be  pleafed  to  diredt  fome  mode, 
by  which  the  united  applications  of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the 
throne,  in  purfuance  oi  their  common  councils,  may  be  improved 
into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  mealures  may  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  deltruCtion 
of  the.  lives  of  your  majelty’s  fubje&s ;  and  that  fuch  ftatutes  as 
more  immediately  diftrefs  any  of  your  majelty’s  colonies  may  be 
repealed. 

For  by  fuch  arrangements  as  your  majefty’s  wifdom  can  form,  for 
collecting  the  united  lenfe  of  your  American  people,  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  your  majelty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfa&ory  proofs  of  the 
di  1  poll tion  of  the  colonilts  towards  their  fovereign  and  parent  flate, 
that  the  wifhed  ror  opportunity  would  loon  be  reftored  to  them,  of 
evincing  the  fmcerity  of  the:r  profefljons,  by  every  teltimony  of  de¬ 
votion  becoming  the  molt  dutiful  fubjects  and  the  molt  affe&ionate 
colonilts. 

That  your  majelty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  profperous  reign,  and 
that  your  defendants  may  govern  your  dominions  with  honour  to 
themfelves  and  happinefs  to  their  fubjeCts,  is  our  fincere  prayer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor, 
Rc.  reported  the  fame,  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  fame  committee  prepare  a  letter 
to  Richard  Penn,  Efq;  and  the  colony  agents  by  name  in  England. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  which  being  debated  by  para¬ 
graphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 


The  Twelve  United  Colonies,  by  their  delegates  in  Congress ,  to  the 

inhabitants  of  Great-Britain . 

FRIENDS,  COUNTRYMEN, AND  BRETHREN! 

By  thefe,  and  by  every  other  appellation  that  may  defignate  the 
ties,  which  bind  us  to  each  other,  we  entreat  your  ferious  attention 
to  this  our  fecond  attempt  to  prevent  their  diflolution.  Remem- 
berance  of  former  friendlhips,  pride  in  the  glorious  atchievements  of 
our  common  anceftors,  and  alFeCtion  for  the  heirs  of  their  virtues, 
have  hitherto  preferved  our  mutual  connection  ;  but  when  that 
friendlhip  is  violated  by  the  groflelt  injuries;  when  the  pride  of  an- 
ceflry  becomes  our  reproach,  and  we  are  no  otherwife  allied  than  as 
tyrants  and  Haves  ;  when  reduced  to  the  melancholy  alternative  of 
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renouncing  your  favour  or  our  freedom ;  can  we  hentate  aoout  the 
choice  ?  Let  the  fpirit  of  Britons  determine. 

In  a  former  addrefs  we  afferted  our  rights,  and  dated  the  injuries 
we  had  then  received.  We  hoped,  that  the  mention  of  our  wrongs 
would  have  roufed  that  honed  indignation  which  has  dept  too  long* 
for  your  honour,  or  the  welfare  of  the  empire.  But  we  have  not 
been  permitted  to  entertain  this  pleafmg  expedition.  Every  day 
brought  an  accumulation  of  injuries,  and  the  invention  of  the  mi¬ 
nidry  has  been  conftantly  exercifed,  in  adding  to  the  calamities  ot 
your  American  brethren. 

After  the  mod  valuable  right  of  legidation  was  infringed  ;  when 
the  powers  alfumed  by  your  parliament,  in  which  we  are  not  repre- 
lented,  and  from  our  local  and  other  circumdances  cannot  properly 
be  reprefented,  rendered  our  property  precarious  ;  after  being  deni¬ 
ed  that  mode  of  trial,  to  which  we  have  long  been  indebted  for  the 
fafety  of  our  perfons,  and  the  prefervation  ot  our  liberties;  aiter  be¬ 
ing  in  many  indances  diveded  of  thofe  laws,  which  were  tranfmlt- 
ted  to  us  by  our  common  anceftors,  and  iubjedted  to  an  arbitrary 
code,  compiled  under  the  aufpices  of  Roman  tyrants ;  after  thofe 
charters,  which  encouraged  our  predeceffors  to  brave  death  and  dan¬ 
ger  in  every  lhape,  on  unknown  feas,  in  delarts  unexplored,  amidd 
barbarous  and  inhofpitable  nations,  were  annulled  ;  when,  with¬ 
out  the  form  of  trial,  without  a  public  accufation,  whole  colonies 
were  condemned,  their  trade  dedroyed,  their  inhabitants  impove- 
rifhed;  when  foidiers  were  encouraged  to  embrue  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  Americans,  by  offers  of  impunity;  when  new  modes 
of  trial  were  indituted  for  the  ruin  of  the  accufed,  where  the  charge 
carried  with  it  the  horrors  of  conviction;  when  a  defpotic  govern¬ 
ment  was  edablifhed  in  a  neighbouring  province,  and  its  limits  ex¬ 
tended  to  every  of  our  frontiers  ;  we  little  imagined  that  any  thing 
could  be  added  to  this  black  catalogue  of  unprovoked  injuries :  but 
we  have  unhappily  been  deceived,  and  the  late  meafures  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  minidry  fully  convince  us,  that  their  objeCt  is  the  reduction  of 
thefe  colonies  to  davery  and  ruin. 

To  confirm  this  affertion,  let  us  recal  your  attention  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  America,  fince  our  lad  addrefs.  Let  us  combat  the  calum¬ 
nies  of  our  enemies  ;  and  let  us  warn  you  of  the  dangers  that  threa¬ 
ten  you  in  our  dedruCtion.  Many  of  your  fellow-fubjeCts,  whofe 
fituation  deprived  them  of  other  fupport,  drew  their  maintenance 
from  the  fea;  but  the  deprivation  of  our  liberty  being  inlufhcient 
to  fatisfy  the  refentment  of  our  enemies,  the  horrors  of  famine  were 
fuperadded,  and  a  Britifh  parliament,  who,  in  better  times,  were 
the  protectors  of  innocence  and  the  patrons  of  humanity,  have,  with¬ 
out  didindtion  of  age  or  fex,  robbed  thoufands  of  the  food  which 
they  were  accudomed  to  draw  from  that  inexhaudible  fource,  pla¬ 
ced  in  their  neighbourhood  by  the  benevolent  Creator. 

Another  act  of  your  legidature  fhuts  our  ports,  and  prohibits  our 
trade  with  any  but  thofe  dates  from  whom  the  great  law  of  felf- 
prefervation  renders  it  abfolutely  necefTary  we  Ihould  at  prefent 
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withhold  our  commerce.  But  this  at  (whatever  may  have  been 
its  deiign)  we  conhder  rather  as  injurious  to  your  opulence  than  our 
intereit.  All  our  commerce  terminates  with  you  ;  and  the  wealth 
we  procure  from  other  natio’ns,  is  foon  exchanged  for  your  fuper- 
huities.  Our  remittances  muff  then  ceafe  with  our  trade ;  and  our 
refinements  with  our  affluence.  We  truft,  however,  that  laws  which 
deprive  us  of  every  blefling  but  a  foil  that  teems  with  the  neceffa- 
^ les  of  life,  and  that  liberty  which  renders  the  enjoyment  of  them 
iecure,  will  not  relax  our  vigour  in  their  defence. 

We  mignt  here  oblerve  on  the  cruelty  and  inconfiffency  of  thofe, 
"  .°’  they  publicly  brand  us  with  reproachful  and  unworthy 

epithets,  endeavour  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  defence,  by  their 
interpolation  with  foreign  powers,  and  to  deliver  us  to  the  iawlefs 
ravages  of  a  mercilefs  foldiery.  But  happily  we  are  not  without 
Tcfouices  ;  and  though  the  timid  and  humiliating  applications  of  a 
entilh  miniftry  Ihould  prevail  with  foreign  nations,  yet  induffry, 

prompted  by  necefTity,  will  not  leave  us  without  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies.  r 

e  couid  wifh  to  go  no  further,  and,  not  to  wound  the  ear  of 
humanity ,  leave  untold  thofe  rigorous  ats  of  oppreflion,  which  are 
daily  exercifed  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  did  v,re  not  hope,  that  by  de¬ 
claiming  their  deeds  and  punifhing  the  perpetrators,  you  would 
fhoitlv  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name,  and  re-eftablifh 
the  violated  laws  of  juftice. 

1  hat  once  populous,  ffourifhing  and  commercial  town  is  now  gar- 
nfoned  by  an  army  fent  not  to  protect,  but  to  enflave  its  inhabi¬ 
tants.  I  lie  civil  government  is  overturned,  and  a  military  defpotifm 
erected  upon  its  ruins.  Without  law,  without  right,  powers  are 
an  limed  unknown  to  the  conffitution.  Private  property  is  unjuftly 
invaded.  1  he  inhabitants,  daily  fubjeted  to  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  foldiery,  are  forbid  to  remove  in  defiance  of  theirnatural  rights, 
in  violation  of  the  moff  folemn  compacts.  Or  if,  after  long  and 
wearifome  folicitation,  a  pafs  is  procured,  their  efFets  are  detained, 
and  even  thole  who  are  moff  favoured,  have  no  alternative  but  po¬ 
verty  or  flavery.  i  he  diflrefs  of  many  thoufand  people,  wantonly 
deprived  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  is  a  fubjet,  on  which  we  would 
not  wifli  to  enlarge. 

b  et,  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  a  Britifh  fleet  (unjuff died  even 
hY  at^s  your  legiflature)  are  daily  employed  in  ruining  our  com¬ 
merce,  feizing  our  fhips,  and  depriving  whole  communities  of  their 
<raily  bread.  Nor  will  a  regard  for  your  honour  permit  us  to  be  f<- 
Ient,  while  Britifh  troops  fully  your  glory,  by  actions,  which  the 
.  rn°ff  inveterate  enmity  will  not  palliate  among  civilized  nations, 
the  wanton  and  unneceffary  definition  of  Charleflown,  a  large,  an¬ 
cient,  and  once  populous  town,  juft  before  deferted  by  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  had  fled  to  avoid  the  fury  of  your  foldiery. 

II  you  {fill  retain  thole  fentiments  of  compaftion,  by  which  Bri¬ 
tons  have  ever  been  diftinguifhed,  if  the  humanity,  which  temper¬ 
ed  the  valour  of  our  common  anceftors,  has  not  degenerated  into 
cruelty,  you  will  lament  the  niiferies  of  their  defendants. 
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To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  treatment  ?  If  to  any  fecret 
principle  of  the  conftitution,  let  it  be  mentioned  ;  let  us  learn, 
that  the  government,  we  have  long  revered,  is  not  without  its  de- 
feds,  and  that  while  it  gives  freedom  to  a  part,  it  neceffarily  en¬ 
claves  the  remainder  of  the  empire.  If  fuch  a  principle  exifts  ; 
why  for  ages  has  it  ceafed  to  operate  ?  Why  at  this  time  is  it 
called  into  adion  ?  Can  no  reafon  be  afligned  for  this  condud  ? 
Or  mull  it  be  refolved  into  the  wanton  exercife  of  arbitrary  pow¬ 
er  ?  And  fhall  the  defendants  of  Britons  tamely  fubmit  to  this— 
No,  firs  1  We  never  will,  while  we  revere  the  memory  of  our  gal¬ 
lant  and  virtuous  anceftors,  we  never  can  furrender  thofe  glorious 
privileges,  for  which  they  fought,  bled  and  conquered.  Admit 
that  your  fleets  could  deflroy  our  towns,  and  ravage  our  fea-coafts; 
thefe  are  inconfiderable  objeds,  things  of  no  moment  to  men, 
whofe  bofoms  glow  with  the  ardor  of  liberty.  We  can  retire  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  your  navy,  and,  without  any  fenfible  diminution 
of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  enjoy  a  luxury,  which  from  that  period 
you  will  want  ;  the  luxury  of  being  free. 

W e  know  the  force  of  your  arms,  and  was  it  called  forth  in  the 
caufe  of  juftice  and  your  country,  we  might  dread  the  exertion  ; 
but  will  Britons  fight  under  the  banners  of  tyranny  ?  Will  they 
counterad  the  labours,  and  difgrace  the  vidories  of  their  ancef¬ 
tors  ?  Will  they  forge  chains  for  their  poflerity  ?  If  they  defcend 
to  this  unworthy  talk,  will  their  fwords  retain  their  edge,  their 
arms  their  accuftomed  vigour  ?  Britons  can  never  become  the  in- 
ftruments  of  oppreflion,  till  they  loofe  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  by 
which  alone  they  are  invincible. 

Our  enemies  charge  us  with  fedition.  In  what  does  it  confift  ? 
In  our  refufal  to  fubmit  to  unwarrantable  ads  of  injuftice  and 
cruelty  ?  If  fo,  (hew  us  a  period  in  your  hiflory,  in  which  you  have 
not  been  equally  feditious. 

We  are  accufed  of  aiming  at  independence  ;  but  how  is  this 
accufation  fupported  ?  By  the  allegations  of  your  minifters,  not 
by  our  adions.  Abufed,  inful  ted,  and  contemned,  what  fteps 
have  we  purfued  to  obtain  redrefs  ?  We  have  carried  our  dutiful 
petitions  to  the  throne. — We  have  applied  to  your  juftice  for  re¬ 
lief.  We  have  retrenched  our  luxury,  and  withheld  our  trade. 

The  advantages  of  our  commerce  were  defigned  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  your  protedion  :  When  you  ceafed  to  proted,  for  what 
were  we  to  compenfate  ? 

What  has  been  the  fuccefs  of  our  endeavours  ?  The  clemency 
of  our  fovereign  is  unhappily  diverted  ;  our  petitions  are  treated 
with  indignity  ;  our  prayers  anfwered  by  infults.  Our  application 
to  you  remains  unnoticed,  and  leaves  us  the  melancholy  apprehen- 
fion  of  your  wanting  either  the  will,  or  the  power,  to  aftift  us. 

Even  under  thefe  circumftances,  what  meafures  have  we  taken 
that  betray  a  defire  of  independence  ?  Have  we  called  in  the  aid 
of  thofe  foreign  powers,  who  are  the  rivals  of  your  grandeur  ? 
When  your  troops  were  few  and  defencelefs,  did  we  take  advan- 
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tage  of  their  diftrefs  and  expel  them  our  towns  ?  Or  have  we  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  fortify >  to  recfeive  new  aid  and  to  acquire  addi¬ 
tional  llrength  ? 

Let  not  your  enemies  and  ours  perfuade  you,  that  in  this  we 
were  influenced  by  fear  or  any  other  unworthy  motive.  The  lives 
oi  Britons  are  hill  dear  to  us.  They  are  the  children  of  our  pa¬ 
rents,  and  an  uninterrupted  intercourse  of  mutual  benefits  had  knit 
the  bonds  of  friendfhip.  When  hoftilities  were  commenced,  when 
on  a  late  occafion  we  were  wantonly  attacked  by  your  troops, 
though  we  repelled  their  affaults  and  returned  their  blows,  yet  we 
lamented  the  wounds  they  obliged  us  to  give  ;  nor  have  we  yet 
learned  to  rejoice  at  a  victory  over  Englifhmen. 

As  we  wifh  not  to  colour  our  actions,  or  difguife  our  thoughts, 
we  fhall,  in  the  Ample  language  of  truth,  avow  the  meafures  we 
have  purfued,  the  motives,  upon  which  we  have  afted,  and  our  fu¬ 
ture  defigns. 

When  our  late  petition  to  the  throne  produced  no  other  effedl 
than  frefh  injuries,  and  votes  of  your  legiflature,  calculated  to 
juftify  every  feverity  ;  when  your  fleets  and  your  armies  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  wreft  from  us  our  property,  to  rob  us  of  our  liberties  or 
our  lives  ;  when  the  hoftile  attempts  of  general  Gage  evinced  his 
defigns,  we  levied  armies  for  our  fecurity  and  defence.  When 
the  powers  veiled  in  the  governor  of  Canada,  gave  us  reafon  to 
apprehend  danger  from  that  quarter  ;  and  we  had  frequent  inti¬ 
mations,  that  a  cruel  and  favage  enemy  was  to  be  let  loofe  upon 
the  defencelef?  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  ;  we  took  fuch  mea¬ 
fures  as  prudence  dictated,  as  neceflity  will  juftify.  We  poflefied 
ourfelves  of  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga.  Yet  give  us  leave 
molt  folemnly  to  allure  you,  that  we  have  not  yet  loft  fight  of  the 
object  we  have  ever  had  in  view,  a  reconciliation  with  you  on 
conftitutional  principles,  and  a  reftoration  of  that  friendly  inter- 
courfe,  which,  to  the  advantage  of  both,  we  till  lately  maintained. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to  agri¬ 
culture  and  commerce.  As  their  falhions  and  manners  are  limilar 
to  yours,  your  markets  mu  ft  afford  them  the  conveniencies  and 
luxuries,  for  which  they  exchange  the  produce  of  their  labours. 
The  wealth  of  this  extended  continent  centres  with  you  ;  and  our 
trade  is  fo  regulated  as  to  be  fubfervient  only  to  your  intereft. 
You  are  too  reafonable  to  expedf,  that  by  taxes  (in  addition  to 
this)  we  Ihould  contribute  to  your  expen fe  ;  to  believe  after  divert¬ 
ing'  the  fountain,  that  the  ftreams  can  flow  with  unabated  force. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  we  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  reftri&ions  on 
our  commerce.  From  whence  is  this  inference  drawn  ?  Not  from 
our  words,  we  have  repeatedly  declared  the  contrary  ;  and  we 
again  profefs  our  fubmiflion  to  the  feveral  acts  of  trade  and  navi¬ 
gation,  palTed  before  the  year  1763,  trufting  neverthelels  in  the 
equity  and  uiftice  of  parliament,  that  fuch  ol  them  as,  upon  cool 
and  impartial  conlideration,  fhall  appear  to  have  impofed  unnecef- 
fary  or  grievous  reftridlions,  will,  at  fume  happier  period,  be  re- 
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pealed  or  altered.  And  we  cheerfully  confent  to  the  operation  of 
fuch  a&s  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  as  lhall  be  retrained  to  the 
regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother 
country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  ox  its  refpecdive  members  ; 
excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or  external,  for  railing 
a  revenue  on  the  fubjedts  in  America,  without  their  content. 

It  is  alledged  that  we  contribute  nothing  to  the  common  defence. 
To  this  we  anfvver,  that  the  advantages  which  Great-Britain  re¬ 
ceives  from  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  far  exceed  our  proportion 
of  the  expenfe  neceffary  for  that  purpofe.  But  fhould  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  be  inadequate  thereto,  let  the  redribtions  on  our  trade  be 
removed,  and  we  will  cheerfully  contribute  fuch  proportion  when 
oon dilution ally  re qui red. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Britifh  conffitution,  that 
every  man  fhould  have  at  lead  a  reprefentative  fliare  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  thofe  laws,  by  which  he  is  bound.  Were  it  otherwife,  the 
regulation  of  our  interned  police  by  a  Britifh  parliament,  who  are 
and  ever  will  be  unacquainted  with  our  local  circumdances,  muff  be 
always  inconvenient,  and  frequently  oppreflive,  working  our  wrong, 
without  yielding  any  pofiible  advantage  to  you. 

A  plan  of  accommodation  (as  it  has  been  abfurdly  called)  has 
been  prcpofed  by  your  minifters  to  our  refpedlive  affemblies.  Were 
this  propofal  free  from  every  other  objection,  but  that  which  arifes 
from  the  time  of  the  offer,  it  would  not  be  unexceptionable.  Gan 
men  deliberate  with  the  bayonet  at  their  bread  ?  Can  they  treat 
with  freedom,  while  their  towns  are  facked  ;  when  daily  indances 
of  injudice  and  oppredion  didurb  the  dower  operations  of  reafon  ? 

If  this  propofal  is  really  fuch  as  you  would  offer  and  we  accept, 
why  was  it  delayed  till  the  nation  was  put  to  ufelefs  expenfe,  and 
we  were  reduced  to  our  prefent  melancholy  duration  ?  If  it  holds 
forth  nothing,  why  was  it  propofed  ?  Unlefs  indeed  to  deceive  you 
into  a  belief,  that  we  were  unwilling  to  lidcn  to  any  terms  of  ac¬ 
commodation  ?  But  what  is  fubmitted  to  our  confide  ration  ?  W e  con¬ 
tend  for  the  difpofal  of  our  property.  We  are  told  that  our  de¬ 
mand  is  unreafonable,  that  our  affemblies  may  indeed  collett  our 
money,  but  that  they  mud  at  the  fame  time  offer,  not  what  your 
exigences  or  ours  may  require,  but  fo  much  as  diall  be  deemed  fuf- 
ficent  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  a  miniffer  and  enable  him  to  provide 
for  favourites  and  dependants.  A  recurrence  to  your  own  treafury 
will  convince  you  how  little  of  the  money  already  extorted  from 
us  has  been  applied  to  the  releif  of  your  burthens.  To  fuppofe 
that  we  would  thus  grafp  the  diadow  and  give  up  the  fub dance, 
is  adding  inful t  to  injuries. 

We  have  neverthelefs  again  prefented  an  humble  and  dutiful 
petition  to  our  fovereign  ;  and  to  remove  every  imputation  of  ob- 
dinacy,  have  requeded  his  majefly  to  direct  fome  mode,  by  which 
the  united  applications  of  his  faithful  colonids  may  be  improved 
into  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation.  We  are  willing  to  treat 
Vol.  L  V 
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on  fuch  terms  as  can  alone  render  an  accommodation  ladings  and  \yc 
flatter  ourfelves  that  our  pacific  endeavours  will  be  attended  with 
a  removal  of  mimfterial  troops,  and  a  repeal  of  thofe  laws,  of  the 
operation  of  which  we  complain,  on  the  one  part,  and  a  difbanding 

ot  our  army,  and  a  diffolution  of  our  commercial  aflociations,  on  the 
other. 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this  that  we  propefe  to  furrender  our  pro¬ 
perty  into  the  hands  ot  your  minidry,  or  veil;  your  parliament  with  a 
power  which  may  terminate  in  our  deftruftion.  The  great  bul- 
wai  ks  of  our  conffitution  we  have  defired  to  maintain  by  every 
temperate,  by  every  peaceable  means;  but  your  minifters  (equal 
foes  to  Britilh  and  American  freedom)  have  added  to  their  former 
oppreflions  an  attempt  to  reduce  us  by  the  fword  to  a  bafe  and  abjedl 
fubmidion.  On  the  fword,  therefore,  we  are  compelled  to  rely  for 
protection.  Should  victory  declare  in  your  favour,  yet  men  trained 
to  arms  from  their  infancy,  and  animated  by  the  love  of  liberty, 
will  afFoi  d  neither  a  cheap  or  eaiy  conqued.  Of  this  at  leaf!  we 
are  allured,  that  our  ftruggle  will  be  glorious,  our  fuccefs  certain  ; 
fince  even  in  death  we  fliall  find  that  freedom  which  in  life  you  for¬ 
bid  us  to  enjoy. 

Let  us  now  afk  what  advantages  are  to  attend  our  redu&ion  ? 
the  trade  of  a  ruined  and  delolate  country  is  always  inconfiderable, 
its  revenue  trifling  ;  the  expenfe  of  fubje&ing  and  retaining  it  in 
iubjedlion  certain  and  inevitable.  What  then  remains  but  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  an  ill-judged  pride,  or  the  hope  of  rendering  us  fub- 
fervient  to  deligns  on  your  liberty. 

Soldiers  who  have  fheathed  their  fwords  in  the  bowels  of  their 
American  brethren,  will  not  draw  them  with  more  relu&ance  a- 
gainfl  you.  When  too  late  you  may  lament  the  lofs  of  that  free¬ 
dom,  which  we  exhort  you,  while  flill  in  your  power,  to  preferve. 

On  the  other  hand,  fliould  you  prove  unfuccefsful  ;  fhould  that 
connexion,  which  we  mod  ardently  wifh  to  maintain,  be  diffolved ; 
fliould  your  minifters  exhauft  your  treafures  and  wade  the  blood 
of  your  countrymen  in  vain  attempts  on  cur  liberty  ;  do  they  not 
deliver  you,  weak  and  defencelefs,  to  your  natuVal  enemies. 

Since  then  your  liberty  mud  be  the  price  of  your  vidories  ;  your 
ruin,  ol  your  defeat  : — What  blind  fatality  can  urge  you  to  a  pur- 
Fu it  dedru clive  of  all  that  Britons  hold  dear  ? 

If  you  have  no  regard  to  the  connexion  that  has  for  ages  fub- 
fiided  between  us  ;  if  you  have  forgot  the  wounds  we  have  received 
fighting  by  your  fide  for  the  extent  ion  of  the  empire  ;  if  our  com¬ 
merce  is  not  an  objedl  below  your  conddcration  ;  if  judice  and  hu¬ 
manity  have  lod  their  influence  on  your  hearts  ;  dill  motives  are 
not  wanting  to  excite  your  indignation  at  the  meafures  now  pur- 
fued  :  your  wealth,  your  honour,  your  liberty  are  at  dake. 

Notwithftanding  the  didrefs  to  which  we  are  reduced,  we  fome- 
times  forget  our  own  afflictions,  to  anticipate  and  fympathize  in 
yours.  We  grieve  that  radi  and  inconliderate  councils  fliould  pre¬ 
cipitate  the  dedrudtion  of  an  empire,  which  has  been  the  envy  and 
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admiration  of  ages,  and  call  God  to  witnefs!  that  we  would  part 
with  our  property,  endanger  our  lives,  and  facrihce  every  thing  but 

liberty,  to  redeem  you  from  ruin. 

A  cloud  hangs  over  your  heads  and  ours ;  e’er  this  reaches  you, 
it  may  probably  burft  upon  us ;  let  us  then  (before  the  remembrance 
of  former  kindnefs  is  obliterated)  once  more  repeat  thofe  appella¬ 
tions  which  are  ever  g'rateful  in  our  ears  ;  let  us  entreat  heaven  to 
avert  our  ruin,  and  the  deftruCtion  that  threatens  oui  fiitnds,  b.ie- 
thren,  and  countrymen,  on  the  other  lide  of  the  Atlantic. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  addrefs  be  immediately  printed,  and 
fent  by  Mr.  Penn  to  England. 

The  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and  livery  of  London, 
being  again  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 


MY  lord, 


Permit  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  twelve  ancient  colonies,  to 
pay  your  lordftiip,  and  the  very  refpeCtable  body  of  which  you  aie 
head,  the  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  and  thanks,  tor  the  virtuous  and 
unfolicited  refentment  you  have  Ihewn  to  the  violated  rights  ot  a 
free  people.  The  city  of  London,  my  lord,  having  in  all  ages, 
approved  itfelf  the  patron  of  liberty,  and  the  fupport  of  juft  go¬ 
vernment,  againft  lawlefs  tyranny  and  oppreftion,  cannot  fail  to 
make  us  deeply  fenfible  of  the  powerful  aid,  our  caufe  muft  receive 
from  fuch  advocates.  A  caufe,  my  lord,  worthy  the  fupport  of 
the  fir  ft  city  in  the  world,  as  it  involves  the  fate  of  a  great  conti¬ 
nent,  and  threatens  to  lhake  the  foundations  of  a  flourifhing,  and, 
until  lately,  a  happy  empire. 

North-America,  my  lord,  willies  mope  ardently  for  a  lading  con¬ 
nection  with  Great-Britain  on  terms  of  juft  and  equal  liberty ;  lefs 
than  which  generous  minds  will  not  offer,  nor  brave  and  free  ones 
be  willing  to  receive. 

A  cruel  war  has  at  length  been  opened  againft  us,  and  whilft  we 
prepare  to  defend  ourfelves  like  the  defendants  of  Britons,  we  ftili 
hope  that  the  mediation  of  wife  and  good  citizens,  will  at  length 
prevail  over  defpotifm,  and  reftore  harmony  and  peace,  on  perma¬ 
nent  principles,  to  an  oppreffed  and  divided  empire. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord, 

With  great  efteem,  your  lordlhip’s 

Faithful  friends  and  fellow-lubjeCts. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  letter  be  tranferibed,  then  figned  by 
the  prefident. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Mr.  Penn  and 
the  colony  agents,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  ap¬ 
proved  as  follows : 


GENTLEMEN, 

The  perfeverance  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  in  their  unjuft  and  cruel 
fyftem  of  colony  adminiftration,  has  occafioned  the  meeting  of 


another  Congrels. 


V/ e  have  again  appealed  to  the  juftice  of  our  fovereign  for  pro¬ 
tection  againft  the  deftruCtion  which  his  minifters  meditate  for  his 
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American  fubje&s.  This  petition  to  his  majefty  you  will  pleafe 
gentlemen,  to  prefent  to  the  king  with  all  convenient  expedition! 
after  which  we  defire  it  may  be  given  to  the  public.  We  likewife 

end  you  our  iecond  application  to  the  equity  and  interefl  of  our 
lehow-fubjects  in  Great-Britain,  and  alfo  a  declaration  fetting  forth 
the  caules  of  our  taking  up  arms  :  Both  which  we  wifh  may  be  im- 
mediately  put  to  prefs,  and  communicated  as  univerfally  as  pollible. 

ne  Oongieis  entertain  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  wife  and  worthy 
interpofition  of  the  lord  mayor  and  livery  of  London,  in  favour  of 
injured  America.  They  have  exprelTed  this,  their  fenfe,  in  a  letter 
to  his  lorn  imp  and  the  livery,  which  we  defire  may  be  prefented  in 
tne  manner  mo  ft  agreeable  to  that  refpe&able  body. 

\  ou  will  oblige  us,  gentlemen,  by  giving  the  moft  early  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the  fpeakers  of  our  rcfpeftive  af- 
lpmblies,  of  your  proceeding  in  this  bufmefs,  and  fuch  further  in¬ 
telligence  as  you  may  judge  to  be  of  importance  to  America  in 
this  great  conteft. 

We  are,  with  great  regard,  Gentlemen,  See. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  then  finned 
by  the  piefident,  and  by  him  fent  under  cover,  together  w7ith  the 
petition  to  the  king,  and  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Bri- 
tam,  and  the  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  See.  to  Richard  Penn,  Efq. 
and  that  the  preftdent  requeft  Mr.  Penn,  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs! 
to  join  with  the  colony  agents  in  prefenting  the  petition  to  the  kin”. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock.  6 

Monday ,  July  10,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Information  being  given,  that  there  was  a  gentleman  in  town 
well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  and  ditpofuion  of  the  Indians,  a  mo. 
tion  was  made  for  introducing  him,  and  he  wras  accordingly  intro¬ 
duced  and  examined. 

Fhe  committee  appointed  to  devife  wrays  and  means  for  putting 
the  mh:tia  in  a  proper  ftate  for  the  defence  of  America,  brought  in 

their  report,  which  was  read,  and  after  debate  referred  for  further 
pon  fide  ration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

- ~«3Ba»  - 

Tuesday ,  July  1  1,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  was  taken  up  and 
read,  and,  after  feme  debate,  the  fame  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

On  information  that  there  were  two  companies  of  riflemen  raifed 
in  Lancafter  inftead  of  one, 

Resolved,  That  both  be  taken  into  the  continental  fervice. 

An  addrefs  of  deputies  from  the  different  pariflies  of  the  if- 
lands  of  Bermuda,”  to  the  Congrefs  v/as  prefented  and  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nipe  o’clock. 
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Wednesday  July  12,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  gentleman  from  the  province  of  Quebec  was  introduced  and 
examined. 

Letters  from  governor  Cooke  and  general  W ard  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  the  fame  being  gone  through  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  the  fecuring  and  preferving  the  friendfhip  of  the  Indian 
nations,  appears  to  be  a  fubjedt  of  the  utmcil  moment  to  thefe  co¬ 
lonies. 

That  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  adminiftration 
will  fpare  no  pains  to  excite  the  feveral  nations  of  Indians  to  take 
up  arms  againfl  thefe  colonies  ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  active 
and  vigilant  in  exerting  every  prudent  means  to  {Lengthen  and  con¬ 
firm  the  friendly  difpohtion  towards  thefe  colonies,  which  has  long 
prevailed  among  the  northern  tribes,  and  which  has  been  lately 
manifefted  by  fomeof  thofe  to  the  fouthward. 

As  the  Indians  depend  on  the  colonifts  for  arms,  ammunition, 
and  cloathing,  which  are  become  neceffary  to  their  fubfiftence,  that 
commiflioners  be  appointed  by  this  Congrefs,  to  fuperintend  Indian 
affairs  in  behalf  of  thefe  colonies. 

That  there  be  three  departments  of  Indians,  the  northren,  mid¬ 
dle,  and  foUthern.  The  northern  to  extend  lb  far  foutli  as  to  in¬ 
clude  the  whole  of  the  Indians  known  by  the  name  of  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions,  and  all  the  Indians  northward  of  thofe  nations.  The  fouth- 
ern  department  to  extend  fo  far  north  as  to  include  the  Cherokees, 
and  all  the  Indians  that  may  be  to  the  fouthward  of  them.  The  mid¬ 
dle  to  contain  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  between  the  other  two 
departments. 

That  five  commiflioners  be  appointed  for  the  fouthern  department. 

That  for  each  of  the  other  two  departments  there  be  appointed 
three  commiflioners. 

That  the  commiflioners  have  power  to  treat  with  the  Indians  in 
their  refpective  departments,  in  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Colonies,  in  order  to  preferve  peace  and  friendfhip  with  the 
faid  Indians,  and  to  prevent  their  taking  any  part  in  the  prefent 
commotions. 

That  the  commiflioners  for  the  fouthern  department  receive  from 
the  continental  treafury  the  ium  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  ;  the  com¬ 
miflioners  for  the  middle  and  northern  department,  the  fum  of  fix 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  flxty-fix  and  two  thirds,  for  each  of  their 
refpedtive  departments,  for  defraying  the  expenfe  of  treaties  and 
prefents  to  the  Indians. 

That  the  commiflioners  refpe£tfully  have  power  to  take  to  their 
afliftance  gentlemen  of  influence  among  the  Indians,  in  whom  they 
can  confide,  and  to  appoint  agents,  redding  near  or  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  to  watch  the  conduct  of  the  fuperintendants  and  their  emif- 
faries. 
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That  in  cafe  the  com  mi  {Loners  for  the  refpe&ive  diftricls,  or  any¬ 
one  of  them  in  either  diftrid,  IhaH  have  fatisfadory  proof,  that  the 
king’s  fuperintendants,  their  deputies  or  agents,  or  any  other  per- 
fon  whatsoever,  are  adive  in  ftirring  up  or  inciting  the  Indians  or 
any  of  them,  to  become  inimical  to  the  American  colonies,  fuch 
commiffioner  or  commiffioners,  ought  to  caufe  fuch  fuperintendants 
or  other  offender,  to  be  Seized  and  kept  in  fafe  cuftody  until  order 
lhall  be  taken  therein  by  a  majority  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
diflrids  where  fuch  Seizure  is  made,  or  by  the  continental  Congrefs, 
or  a  committee  of  faid  Congrefs,  to  whom  fuch  feizure,  with  the 
caules  of  it,  lliall,  as  foon  as  polhble  after,  be  made  known. 

I  hat  the  commiffioners  fhall  exhibit  fair  accounts  of  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  all  monies  by  them  refpedively  to  be  received  for  the  pur- 
poles  aforefaid,  to  every  Succeeding  continental  Congrefs,  or  com¬ 
mittee  of  Congrefs,  together  with  a  general  ffate  of  Indian  affairs* 
in  their  Several  departments  ;  in  order  that  the  colonies  may  be  in¬ 
formed  from  time  to  time,  ol  every  fuch  matter  as  may  concern 
them  to  know  and  avail  themfelves  of,  for  the  benefit  of  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe. 

That  as  there  is  a  Seminary  for  the  inftrudion  of  Indian  youth, 
which  has  been  eftablifhed  under  the  care  of  dodor  Wheelock,  on 
Connedicut  river  ;  and  as  there  are  nine  or  ten  Indian  youths  at 
that  School,  chiefly  from  the  tribes  redding  in  Quebec  ;  and  as  for 
want  of  a  proper  fund,  there  is  danger  that  thefe  youths  may  be 
Sent  back  to  their  friends,  which  will  probably  excite  jealoufy  and 
diflrufi,  and  be  attended  with  bad  confequences,  the  commiffioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  be  authorized  to  re¬ 
ceive,  out  of  the  continental  treafury,  a  fum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  applied  by  them  for  the  fupport  of  faid  Indian 
youths. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  protect  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies. 

The  following  were  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Gadf- 
den,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Thursday,  July  13,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  proper  talks  to  the  Indians, 
reported  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

A  Speech  to  the  Six  Confederate  Nations ,  Mohawks,  Oneidas , 

Tuscaroras ,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Senekas,  from  the  Twelve 

United  Colonies,  convened  in  Council  at  Philadelphia . 

Brothers,  Sachems ,  and  Warriors, 

WE,  the  delegates  from  the  twelve  United  Provinces,  viz. 
New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connedicut, 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  of 
Newcaflle,  Kent,  and  Suffcx,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
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North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  now  fitting  in  general  Con- 
grefs  at  Philadelphia,  fend  this  talk  to  you  our  brothers.  We  are 
iixty-five  in  number,  chofen  and  appointed  by  the  people  through¬ 
out  all  thefe  provinces  and  colonies,  to  meet  and  fit  together  in 
one  great  council,  to  confult  together  for  the  common  good  of 
the  land,  and  fpeak  and  a£l  for  them. 

Brothers,  in  our  confultation  we  have  judged-  it  proper  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  fend  you  this  talk,  as  we  are  upon  the  fame  ifland,  that 
you  may  be  informed  of  the  reafons  of  this  great  council,  the  fitu- 
ation  of  our  civil  conflitution,  and  our  difpofition  towards  you  our 
Indian  brothers  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies. 

(Three  Strings ,  or  a  small  Belt . ) 

Brothers  and  Friends ,  now  attend , 

When  our  fathers  croffed  the  great  water  and  came  over  to  this 
land,  the  king  of  England  gave  them  a  talk  ;  affuring  them  that 
they  and  their  children  fhould  be  his  children,  and  that  if  they 
would  leave  their  native  country  and  make  fettlements,  and  live 
here,  and  buy,  and  fell,  and  trade  with  their  brethren  beyond  the 
water,  they  fhould  ftill  keep  hold  of  the  fame  covenant  chain  and 
enjoy  peace. — And  it  was  covenanted,  that  the  fields,  houfes, 
goods,  and  poffeffions  which  our  fathers  fhould  acquire,  fhould  re¬ 
main  to  them  as  their  own,  and  be  their  children's  forever,  and  at 
their  foie  difpofal. 

Trading  that  this  covenant  Ihould  never  be  broken,  our  fathers 
came  a  great  diftance  beyond  the  great  water,  laid  out  their  money 
here,  built  houfes,  cleared  fields,  raifed  crops,  and  through  their 
own  labour  and  induflry  grew  tall  and  flrong. 

They  have  bought,  fold  and  traded  with  England  according  to 
agreement,  fending  to  them  fuch  things  as  they  wanted,  and  taking 
in  exchange  fuch  things  as  wrere  wanted  here. 

The  king  of  England  and  his  people  kept  the  way  open  for  more 
than  one -hundred  years,  and  by  our  trade  became  richer,  and  by  a 
union  with  us,  greater  and  ftronger  than  the  other  kings  and  people 
who  live  beyond  the  water. 

j 

All  this  time  they  lived  in  great  friendfhip  with  us,  and  we  writh 
them  ;  for  we  are  brothers — .one  blood. 

Whenever  they  were  {truck,  we  inflantly  felt  as  though  the 
blow  had  been  given  to  us- — their  enemies  were  our  enemies. 

Whenever  they  went  to  war,  we  fent  our  men  to  Hand  by  their 
lide  and  fight  for  them,  and  our  money  to  help  them  and  make 
them  ftrong. 

i  hey  thanked  us  for  our  love,  and  fent  us  good  talks,  and  re¬ 
newed  their  promife  to  be  one  people  forever. 

Brothers  and  Friends ,  open  a  kind  ear  ! 

^  We  will  now  tell  you  of  the  quarrel  betwixt  the  councilors  of 
king  George  and  the  inhabitants  and  colonies  of  America. 

Many  of  his  counfellors  are  proud  and  wicked  men— They  per- 
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fuacle  the  king  to  break  the  covenant  chain,  and  not  to  fefid  ns 
any  more  good  talks.  A  confiderable  number  have  prevailed  upon 
him  to  enter  into  a  new  covenant  againft  us,  and  have  torn  afunder 
and  caft  behind  their  backs  the  good  old  covenant  which  their  an- 
ceiiors  and  ours  entered  into,  and  took  flrong  hold  of. 

d  hey  now  tell  us  they  will  dip  their  hand  into  our  pocket  with¬ 
out  afking,  as  though  it  were  their  own  ;  and  at  their  pleafure 
they  will  take  from  us  our  charters  or  written  civil  conftitutien, 
which  we  love  as  our  lives — alfo  our  plantations,  our  houfes  and 
goods  whenever  they  pleafe,  without  afking  our  leave.— That  our 
vefLls  may  go  to  this  illand  in  the  fea,  but  to  this  or  that  particular 
ifland  we  fhall  not  trade  any  more. — -And  in  cafe  of  our  non-com- 
pnance  with  thefe  new  orders,  they  fhut  up  our  harbours. 

.  Brothers,  this  is  our  prefent  fituation — thus  have  many  of  the 
king’s  counfellors  and  fervants  dealt  with  us. — If  we  fubmit,  or 
comply  with  their  demands,  you  can  eafily  perceive  to  what  date 
we  will  be  reduced. — If  our  people  labour  on  the  field,  they  will 
not  know  who  fhall  enjoy  the  crop. — If  they  hunt  in  the  woods, 

it  will  be  uncertain  who  ihall  tafle  of  the  meat  or  have  the  fkins. _ » 

If  they  build  houfes  they  will  not  know  whether  they  may  fit  round 
the  fire,  with  their  wives  and  children. — They  cannot  be  fure  whe- 
they  fhall  be  permitted  to  eat,  drink,  and  wear  the  fruits  of  their 
own  labour  and  induflry. 

Brothers  and  F  lends  of  the  Six  Nations ,  attend , 

We  upon  this  ifland  have  often  fpoke  and  intreated  the  king  and 
his  fervants  the  counfellors,  that  peace  and  harmony  might  dill 
continue  between  us — that  we  cannot  part  with  or  loofe  our  hold 
of  the  old  covenant  chain  which  united  our  fathers  and  theirs— that 
we  want  to  brighten  this  chain — and  keep  the  way  open  as  our 
fathers  did;  that  we  want  to  live  with  them  as  brothers,  labour, 
trade,  travel  abroad,  eat  and  drink  in  peace.  We  have  often  afked 
them  to  love  us  and  live  in  fuch  friend fliip  with  us  as  their  fathers 
did  with  ours. 

We  told  th  em  again  that  we  judged  we  were  exceedingly  in- 
jured,  that  they  might  as  well  kill  us,  as  take  away  our  property 
and  the  neceffaries  of  life. — We  have  afked  why  they  treat  us 
thus  ? — W  hat  has  become  of  our  repeated  addreffes  and  Replica¬ 
tions  to  them  ?  Yv  ho  hath  fhut  the  ears  of  the  king  to  the  cries  of 
his  children  in  America  ?  No  foft  anfwer — no  pleafant  voice  from 
beyond  the  water  has  yet  founded  in  our  ears. 

Brothers,  thus  {lands  the  matter  betwixt  old  England  and  Ameri¬ 
ca.  You  Indians  know  how  things  are  proportined  in  a  family — -be¬ 
tween  the  father  and  the  fon — the  child  carries  a  little  pack— Eng¬ 
land  we  regard  as  the  father — this  ifland  may  be  compared  to 
the  fon. 

The  father  has  a  numerous  family — both  at  home  and  upon  this 
ifland. —  lie  appoints  a  great  number  of  fervants  to  afhfl  him  in  the 
government  of  his  family.  In  procefs  of  time,  fome  of  his  fervants 
grow  proud  and  ill-natured — they  were  difoleafed  to  fee  the  boy 
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fo  alert  and  walk  on  fo  nimbly  with  his  pack.  They  tell  the  fa¬ 
ther,  and  advife  him  to  enlarge  the  child’s  pack— they  prevail — the 
pack  is  increafed — -the  child  takes  it  up  again— as  he  thought  it 
might  be  the  father’s  pleafure— fpeaks  but  few  words— thofe  very 
fmall— for  he  was  loth  to  offend  the  father.  Thofe  proud  and 
wicked  fervants  finding  they  had  prevailed,  laughed  to  fee  the  boy 
fweat  and  flagger  under  his  increafed  load.  By  and  by,  they  apply 
to  the  father  to  double  the  boy’s  pack,  becauie  they  heard  him 
complain— and  without  any  reaion  faid  they — die  is  a  crols  child 
— corredt  him  if  he  complains  any  more. — T  he  boy  intreats  the 
father— addre fie s  the  great  fervants  in  a  decent  manner,  that  the 
pack  might  be  lightened — he  could  not  go  any  farther — humbly 
afks,  if  the  old  fathers,  in  any  of  their  records,  had  defcribed  fuch 
a  pack  for  the  child— after  all  the  tears  and  intreaties  of  the  child, 
the  pack  is  redoubled — the  child  (lands  a  little,  while  daggering 
under  the  weight— ready  to  fall  every  moment.  However,  he  en¬ 
treats  the  father  once  more,  though  lo  faint  he  could  only  lifp  out 
his  lad  humble  fupplication — waits  a  while — no  voice  returns. 
The  child  concludes  the  father  could  not  hear — thofe  proud  fer¬ 
vants  had  intercepted  his  fupplications,  or  dopped  the  ears  of  the 
father.  He  therefore  gives  one  druggie  and  throws  off  the  pack, 
and  fays  he  cannot  take  it  up  again — fuch  a  weight  would  crufh 
him  down  and  kill  him— and  he  can  but  die  if  he  refufes. 

Upon  this,  thofe  fervants  are  very  wroth — and  tell  the  father  many 
falfe  dories  repeating  the  child — they  bring  a  great  cudgel  to  the 
father,  afking  him  to  take  it  in  his  hand  and  drike  the  child. 

This  may  ferve  to  illudrate  the  prefent  condition  of  the  king’s 
American  fubjedts  or  children. 

Amidd  thefe  oppreffions  we  now  and  then  hear  a  mollifying  and 
reviving  voice  from  home  of  the  king’s  wife  counfellors,  who  are 
our  friends  and  feel  for  our  didreffes,  when  they  heard  our  com¬ 
plaints  and  our  cries,  they  applied  to  the  king,  alfo  told  thofe 
wicked  fervants,  that  this  child  in  America  was  not  a  crols  boy,  it 
had  fufdcient  reafon  for  crying,  and  if  the  caufe  of  its  complaint 
was  negledled,  it  would  foon  affume  the  voice  of  a  man,  plead  for 
judice  like  a  man,  and  defend  its  rights  and  fupport  the  old  cove¬ 
nant  chain  of  the  fathers. 

Brothers ,  listen  ! 

Notwithdanding  all  our  intreaties,  we  have  but  little  hope  the  king 
will  fend  us  any  more  good  talks,  by  reafon  of  his  evil  counfellors  ; 
they  have  perfuaded  him  to  fend  an  army  of  foldiers  and  many  drips 
of  war,  to  rob  and  dedroy  us.  They  have  drut  up  many  of  our  har¬ 
bours,  feized  and  taken  into  pofledion  many  of  our  veffels  :  The 
foldiers  have  druck  the  blow,  killed  fome  of  our  people,  the  blood 
now  runs  of  the  American  children  :  They  have  alfo  burned  our 
houfes  and  towns,  and  taken  much  of  our  goods. 

Brothers  1  we  are  now  neceffitated  to  rife,  and  forced  to  fight, 
or  give  up  our  civil  conditution,  run  away  and  leave  our  farms  and 
houfes  behind  us.  This  mud  not  be.  Since  the  king’s  wicked  coun- 
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fellors  will  not  open  their  ears,  and  confider  our  juft  complaints, 
and  the  caufe  of  our  weeping,  and  hath  given  the  blow,  we  are  de- 
termnic^  to^ drive  away  the  king’s  foldiers,  and  to  kill  and  deftroy 
aiJ  thofe  wicked  men  we  find  in  arms  againft  the  peace  of  the 
twelve  United  Colonies  upon  this  Bland.  We  think  our  caufe  is 
jult  ;  therefore  hope  God  will  be  on  our  fide.  We  do  not  take  up  the 
hatchet  and  ftruggle  for  honour  and  conqueft  ;  but  to  maintain  our 
civil  conftitution  and  religious  privileges,  the  very  fame  for  which 
our  forefathers  left  their  native  land  and  came  to  this  country. 

Brothers  end  Friends! 

We  deft  re  you  will  hear  and  receive  what  we  have  now  told  you, 
and  tnat  you  will  open  a  good  ear  and  liften  to  what  we  are. now  going 
to  fay.  ri  his  is  a  family  quarrel  between  us  and  Old  England.  You 
Indians  aie  not  concerned  in  it.  Wh  don’t  wifh  you  to  take  up 
the  hatchet  againft  the  king’s  troops.  We  de lire  you  to  remain  at 
home,  and  not  join  on  either  fide,  but  keep  the  hatchet  buried  deep. 

the  name  and  behalf  of  ail  our  people,  we  alk  and  de  fire  you  <t© 
l°ve  Peace  anc^  maintain  it,  and  to  love  and  fympathize  with  us  in 
our  troubles  ;  that  the  path  may  be  kept  open  with  all  our  people 
and  yours,  to  pafs  and  repafs,  without  moleftation. 

Brothers!  we  live  upon  the  fame  ground  with  ^you.  The  fame 
iftand  is  our  common  birth-place.  We  defire  to  fit  down  under 
the  fame  tree  of  peace  with  you  :  Let  us  water  its  roots  and  che~ 
riih  its  growth,  till  the  large  leaves  and  fiourilhing  branches  lhall 
extend  to  the  letting  fun,  and  reach  the  ikies. 

Brothers ,  observe  well! 

What  is  it  we  have  aiked  of  you  ?  Nothing -but  peace,  notwith- 
ftanding  our  prefent  difturbed  fituation — and  if  application  ihould 
be  made  to  you  by  any  of  the  king’s  unwile  and  wicked  minifters  to 
join  on  their  fide,  we  only  advile  you  to  deliberate,  with  great 
caution,  and  in  your  wifdom  look  forward  to  the  confequences  of 
a  compliance*.  I  or,  if  the  king  s  troops  take  away  our  property,  and, 
deftroy  us  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  themfelves,  what  can 
you,  who  are  Indians,  expert  from  them  afterwards? 

Therefore,  we  fay,  brothers,  take  care — hold  faft  to  your  cove- 
nant  chain.  \  on  now  know  our  difpofttion  towards  you,  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  and  your  allies.  Let  this  our  good  talk  remain  at 
Onondaga,  your  central  council  houfe.  We  depend  upon  you  to  fend 
and  acquaint  your  allies  to  the  northward,  the  feven  tribes  on  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  that  you  have  this  talk  of  ours  at  the  great 
council  fire  of  the  Six  Nations.  And  when  they  return,  we  invite 
your  great  men  to  come  and  converfe  farther  with  us  at  Albany, 
where  we  intend  to  rekindle  the  council  fire,  which  your  and  our 
anceftors  fat  round  in  great  friendfhip. 

Brothers  and  Friends  ! 

We  greet  you  all  farewell. 

(The  large  belt  of  intelligence  and  declaration •} 
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Brothers  ! 

We  have  faid  we  wifh  you  Indians  may  continue  in  peace  with 
one  another,  and  with  us  the  white  people.  Let  us  both  be  cautious 
in  our  behaviour  towards  each  other  at  this  critical  hate  of  affairs. 
This  iiland  now  trembles,  the  wind  whiffles  from  almoff  every  quar¬ 
ter — let  us  fortify  our  minds  and  fhut  our  ears  againff  falfe  rumours 
—let  us  be  cautious  what  we  receive  for  truth,  unlefs  fpoken  by 
wife  and  good  men.  If  any  thing  difagreeable  fhould  ever  fall  out 
between  us,  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  and  you  the  Six  Nations, 
to  wound  our  peace,  let  us  immediately  feek  meafures  for  healing 
the  breach.  From  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs,  we  judge  it 
wife  and  expedient  to  kindle  up  a  fmall  council  fire  at  Albany, 
where  we  may  hear  each  other’s  voice,  and  difclofe  our  minds  more 
fully  to  each  other. 

( A  small  belt.) 

Ordered ,  That  a  fimilar  talk  be  prepared  for  the  other  Indian 
nations,  preferving  the  tenor  of  the  above,  and  altering  it  fo  as  to 
fuit  the  Indians  in  the  feveral  departments. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  commiffioners  for 
Indian  affairs,  and  after  fome  debate,  agreed  that  the  nomination 
of  commiffioners  for  the  fouthern  department  be  poffponed  till  Tues¬ 
day  next. 

Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  were  unanimoufly 
eletffed  for  the  middle  department. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  eledf  the  commiffioners  for  the 
northern  department,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen, 
viz.  major-general  Philip  Schuyler,  major  Jofeph  Hawley,  Mr. 
Turbot  Francis,  Mr.  Oliver  Woolcot,  and  Mr.  Volkert  P.  Douw. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Friday  July  14,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  militia,  and  after  debate,  the  fame  was  referred 
for  farther  confideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Sat’urdat,  July  15,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  The  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion  : 

Whereas  the  government  of  Great-Britain  hath  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  any  of  the  plantations, 
and  endeavoured  to  prevent  other  nations  from  fupplying  us  ; 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  better  furniffing  thefe  colonies  with  the 
neceffary  means  of  defending  their  rights,  every  veffel  importing 
gun-powder,  falt-petre,  fulphur,  provided  they  bring  with  the  ful- 
phur  four  times  as  much  falt-petre,  brafs  field-pieces,  or  good 
muikets  fitted  with  bayonets,  within  nine  months  from  the  date 
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of  this  refolution,  (hall  be  permitted  to  load  and  export  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  theie  colonies,  to  the  value  of  fuch  powder  and  (lores  afore- 
faid,  the  non-exportation  agreement  notwithftanding ;  and  it  is 
recommended  to  the  committees  of  the  feveral  provinces  to  infpeft 
the  military  flores  fo  imported,  and  to  eftimate  a  generous  price 
for  the  lame,  according  to  their  goodnefs,  and  permit  the  impor¬ 
ter  ot  fuch  powder  and  other  military  (lores  aforefaid,  to  export 
the  value  thereof  and  no  more,  in  produce  of  any  kind. 

Sundry  intercepted  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  talk  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  was  then  taken  up,  and  the 
fame  being  debated,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Thurfday 
next,  attend  divine  fervice  in  a  body,  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Dickinfon,  wait  on  Mr. 
Duche,  and  Dr.  Allifon,  and  requefl  Mr.  Duche  to  preach  before 
the  Congrefs  on  Thurfday  next,  in  the  morning,  and  Dr.  Allifon 
in  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o’clock. 

Mon  DAT,  July  IT,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  being  laid  before  Congrefs, 
was  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved ,  That  a  commiffary  of  (lores  and  provifions  be  appointed 
for  the  New-York  department,  during  the  prefent  campaign. 

Walter  Livingflon,  Efq;  chofen  to  that  office. 

Resolved ,  That  a  deputy  quarter-mader-general  be  appointed 
for  the  faid  department. 

Donald  Campbell,  Efq;  elected  to  that  office. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  D.  Campbell,  have  the  rank  of  colonel  in 
the  army. 

Resolved ,  That  a  deputy  mufter-mafler  be  appointed  for  the  faid 
department. 

Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  elected  to  that  office. 

Resolved ,  That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  defired  to  re¬ 
commend  to  general  Schuyler,  a  proper  perfon  for  a  deputy  adju¬ 
tant  general  or  brigade  major,  for  the  army  in  the  New-York  de¬ 
partment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Tues Djry  July  18,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  again  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  for  putting  the  militia  into  a  proper  (late  for  the 
defence  of  America,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
United  Engliih  Colonies  in  North-America,  that  all  able  bodied 
cffe&ive  men,  between  fixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age  in  each  cola- 
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my,  immediately  form  themfelves  into  regular  companies  of  militia, 
to  confift  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  enfign,  four  ferjeants, 
four  corporals,  one  clerk,  one  drummer,  one  frier,  and  about  dxty- 
eight  privates. 

That  the  officers  of  each  company  be  chofen  by  the  refpeaive 
companies. 

That  each  foldier  be  furniffied  with  a  good  mufket,  that  will 
carry  an  ounce  ball,  with  a  bayonet,  heel  ramrod,  worm,  priming* 
wire  and  brufli  fitted  thereto,  a  cutting*  Iword  or  tomahawk,  a 
cartridge-box,  that  will  contain  twenty -three  rounds  of  cartridges, 
twelve  flints  and  a  knapfack. 

That  the  companies  be  formed  into  regiments  or  battalions, 
officered  with  a  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  an  adju- 
tant,  or  quarter-mader. 

That  all  officers  above  the  rank  of  a  captain,  he  appointed  by 
the  refpedive  provincial  affemblies  or  conventions,  or  in  their  re- 
cefs,  by  the  committees  of  fafety  appointed  by  faid  allemblies  or 
conventions. 

That  all  officers  be  commiffioned  by  the  provincial  affemblies  or 
conventions,  or  in  their  receis  by  the  committees  of  faiety  ap¬ 
pointed  by  faid  affemblies  or  conventions. 

That  all  the  militia  take  proper  care  to  acquire  military  fkill, 
and  be  well  prepared  for  defence  by  being  each  man  provided  with 
one  pound  of  good  gun-powder,  and  four  pounds  of  ball,  fitted  to 
his  gun. 

That  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia  in  every  colony,  be  fele&ed 
for  minute  men,  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this 
neceffary  fervice,  formed  into  companies  and  battalions,  and  their 
officers  chofen  and  commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  to  be  ready  on  the 
fhorteft  notice,  to  march  to  any  place  where  their  abidance  may  be 
required,  for  the  defence  of  their  own  or  a  neighbouring  colony  ; 
and  as  thefe  minute  men  may  eventually  be  called  to  adlion  be¬ 
fore  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  are  diffidently  trained,  it  is 
recommended  that  a  more  particular  and  diligent  attention  be 
paid  to  their  indru&ion  in  military  difeipline. 

That  fuch  of  the  minute  men,  as  defire  it,  be  relieved  by  new 
draughts  as  aforefaid,  from  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  once  in 
four  months. 

As  there  are  fome  people,  who,  from  religious  principles,  cannot 
bear  arms  in  any  cafe,  this  Congrefs  intend  no  violence  to  their 
confciences,  but  earnedly  recommend  it  to  them,  to  contribute  li¬ 
berally  in  this  time  of  univerfal  calamity,  to  the  relief  of  their 
didreffed  brethren  in  the  feveral  colonies,  and  to  do  all  other  fer- 
vices  to  their  oppreffed  country,  which  they  can  confidently  with 
their  religious  principles. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  or  conventions  in  the 
refpedive  colonies  to  provide,  as  foon  as  poffibie,  diffident  llores 
of  ammunition  for  their  colonies;  alio  that  they  devife  proper 
means  for  furnifhing  with  arms,  fuch  effective  men  as  are  poor  and 
unable  to  furnifh  themfelves. 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  each  colony  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  fafety,  to  luperintend  and  direct  all  matters  neceffary  for  the  fe- 

cunty  and  defence  of  their  rel'pective  colonies,  in  the  recefs  of  their 
afiemblies  and  conventions. 

1  hat  each  colony,  at  their  own  expenfe,  make  fuch  provifion  by 
armed  veffels  or  otherwife,  as  their  rel'pective  aflemblies,  conven¬ 
tions,  or  committees  of  fafety  lhall  judge,  expedient  and  fuitable  to 
their  circumftances  and  fituations,  for  the  protection  of  their  har¬ 
bours  and  navigation  on  their  lea  coafts,  againft  all  unlawful  inva- 
lions,  attacks,  and  depredations,  from  cutters  and  fhips  of  war. 

1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  makers  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  the 
militia,  that  they  make  good  lubffantial  mulkets,  with  barrels  three 
feet  and  a  half  in  length,  that  will,  carry  an  ounce  ball,  and  fitted 
with  a  good  bayonet  and  heel  ram-rod,  and  that  the  making  fuch 
arms  be  encouraged  in  thefe  United  Colonies. 

Where  in  any  colony  a  militia  is  already  formed  under  regula¬ 
tions  approved  of  by  the  convention  of  fuch  colony,  or  by  fuch  af- 
fe  mb  lies  as  are  annually  ele&ive,  we  refer  to  the  difcretion  of  fuch 
corn  ention  or  affembly,  either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  regulations 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  they,  on. 
conlideration  of  all  circumftances,  fhall  think  beft. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 


Wednesday  July  19,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

1  he  preftdent  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  general, 
with  fnndry  papers  enclofed,  which  were  read  and  conftdered, 
whereupon, 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Wilfon  apply  to  the  committee  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  requeft  them  to  make  diligent  en¬ 
quiry  what  quantity  of  duck,  Ruflia  fheeting,  tow-cloth,  oznaburgs 
and  ticklenburgs  can  be  procured  in  this  city,  and  make  return  as 
foon  as  poftible  to  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Joieph  Trumbull  be  commifTary-general  of  ftores 
and  provilions  for  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  a  quarter-mafter-general,  a 
commiffary  of  mufters,  and  a  commifTary  of  artillery,  be  left  to 
general  Wafhington. 

That  general  Thomas  be  appointed  firft  brigadier-general,  in  the 
army  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  the  room  of  general  Pomeroy, 
who  never  adkd  under  the  coramiftion  fent  to  him,  and  that  general 
Thomas's  commiftion  bear  the  fame  date  that  general  Pomeroy’s  did. 

That  it  be  left  to  general  Wafhington,  if  he  thinks  fit,  to  ap¬ 
point  three  brigade-majors,  and  commiftion  them  accordingly. 

I  >  at  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  the  method 
of  eftablilhing  an  holpital. 

i  he  committee  chofen  are,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr,  Paine,  and  Mr.  Mid¬ 
dleton. 

i  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire, 


Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Conne&icut,  to  compleat 
the  deficiencies  in  the  regiments  belonging  to  their  refpe&ive  co- 


Bofton. 

That  k  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Rhode-Iiland,  to  com- 
pleat  and  fend  forward  to  the  camp  before  Bofton,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  the  three  hundred  and  fixty  men,  lately  voted  by  their  gene¬ 
ral  afferaMy. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  com- 
pleat  and  fend  forward  to  the  camp  before  Bofton,  as  foon  as  pof- 
iible,  the  fourteen  hundred  men  lately  voted  by  their  general  af- 
fembly. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  an  eftimate  of  the  expenfes,  incurred  by  the  votes  and  re- 
foives  of  this  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Cufhing  chofen. 

Agreed ,  That  the  Congrefs  meet  at  this  place  to-morrow,  and 
from  this  place  go  in  a  body  to  attend  divine  fervice. 

Resolved ,  That  the  nomination  of  three  of  the  commiftioners  for 
Indian  affairs,  in  the  fouthern  department,  be  left  to  the  council  of 
fafety,  appointed  by  the  colony  of  South-Carolina. 

That  "Mr.  John  Walker,  of  Virginia,  be  appointed  one  of  the 
commifiioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  half  paft  nine  o’clock. 

Thursday ,  July  20,  1775,  half  after  nine ,  A.  M. 

An  exprefs  arriving  with  difpatches  from  general  Schuyler,  the 
fame  were  read. 

A  letter  was  alfo  received  from  the  convention  of  Georgia,  and 
read,  fetting  forth,  that  that  colony  had  acceded  to  the  general  af- 
fociation,  and  appointed  delegates  to  attend  this  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  till  one  o’clock,  P.  M. 

P.  M.  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  difpatches  from  general  Schuyler  being  taken  into  confi- 
deration, 

Resolved ,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  difpofe  of  and 
employ  all  the  troops  in  the  New-\ork  department,  in  fuch  manner 
as  he  may  think  beft  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  the  tribes  of  Indians  in  friendfhip  and  amity  with  us,  and  moft 
effectually  to  promote  the  general  intereft,  ftill  purfuing,  if  in  his 
power,  the  former  orders  from  this  Congrefs,  and  fubjeCt  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 


Fridat ,  July  21,  1775. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Jamaica,  having  brought  in  a  draught,  the  fame  wa$  read. 
Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  brought  in  a  draught: 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  R.  Bache,  Mr.  Stephen  Pafchall,  and  Mr. 
M.  Hillegas,  be  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  prefs,  and  to  have 
the  over  light  and  care  of  printing  the  bills  of  credit  ordered  to  be 
flruck  by  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  A  hat  Mr.  Willie  Jones,  of  North-Corolina,  be  the 
fifth  commiffioner  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  commit, 
tee  ot  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  hate  of  America, 
and  alter  lome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refiimed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  they  had  come  to  certain  refolutions, 
which  he  read,  and  then  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  protect 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  Congrefs  then  entered  upon  the  confideration  of  the  report 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved ,  That  fuch  a  body  of  troops  be  kept  up  in  the  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  as  general  Wafhington  /ball  think  neceffary,  provU 
ded  they  do  not  exceed  twenty-two  thoufand  men. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Saturday  July  22,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yefterday,  the  Congrefs  took  into  con¬ 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  to  pretext  the  trade,  of  thefe  colonies,  and  after  fome  debate, 
the  farther  confideration  of  it  was  pofiiponed  to  a  future  day. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  confideration, 
and  report  on  the  refolntion  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  Feb.  20^ 
1775,  commonly  called  lord  North’s  motion. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o’clock. 

Monday  being  fpent  in  a  committee  of  the  whole, 

- - 

Tuesday ,  July  25,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port  for  eftablilhing  an  hofpital,  which  was  read. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  to  conlider  the  wTays  and  means  of  ef- 
tabli  filing  a  poll,  brought  in  their  report,  which  wras  read,  and  order¬ 
ed  to  be  confidered  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  and  report  their  opinion  of 
the  refolntion  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members. 
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The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  affembly  of  Jamaica,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker ,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica , 

We  would  think  ourfelves  deficient  in  our  duty,  if  we  buffered  this 
Congrefs  to  pafs  over,  without  expreffing  our  efteem  for  the  affem- 
bly  of  Jamaica. 

Whoever  attends  to  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have  been  entruf- 
ted  with  the  adminiftration  of  Britifh  affairs,  during  thefe  lad  twelve 
years,  will  difcover  in  it,  a  deliberate  plan  to  deftroy,  in  every  part 
of  the  empire,  the  free  conftitution,  for  which  Britain  has  been 
fo  long  and  fo  juftly  famed.  With  a  dexterity,  artful  and  wick¬ 
ed,  they  have  varied  the  modes  of  attack,  according  to  the  different 
characters  and  circumftances  of  thofe  whom  they  meant  to  reduce. 
In  the  Eaft-Indies,  where  the  effeminacy  of  the  inhabitants  promif- 
ed  an  eafy  conqueft,  they  thought  it  u.nneceffary  to  veil  their  tyran¬ 
nic  principles  under  the  thinned  difguife.  Without  deigning  even 
to  pretend  a  judification  of  their  conduCt,  they  facrificed  the  lives 
of  millions  to  the  gratification  of  their  infatiable  avarice  and  lud 
of  power.  In  Britain,  where  the  maxims  of  freedom  were  dill 
known,  but  where  luxury  and  didipation  had  diminifhed  the  wonted 
reverence  for  them,  the  attack  has  been  carried  on  in  a  more  fecret 
and  indirect  manner  :  Corruption  has  been  employed  to  undermine 
them.  The  Americans  are  not  enervated  by  effeminacy,  like  the 
inhabitants  of  India  ;  nor  debauched  by  luxury,  like  thofe  of  Great- 
Britain:  It  was,  therefore,  judged  improper  to  affail  them  by  bribery, 
or  by  undifguifed  force.  Plaufible  fydems  were  formed  ;  fpecious 
pretences  were  made  :  All  the  arts  of  fophidry  were  tried  to  ihew 
that  the  Britifh  minidry  had  by  lav/  a  right  to  enflave  us.  The 
fird  and  bed  maxims  of  the  conftitution,  venerable  to  Britons  and 
to  Americans,  were  perverted  and  prophaned.  The  power  of  par¬ 
liament,  derived  from  the  people,  to  bind  the  people,  was  extended 
over  thofe  from  whom  it  was  never  derived.  It  is  afferted,  that  a 
danding  army  may  be  conditutionally  kept  among  us,  without  our 
confent.  Thofe  principles,  difhonourable  to  thofe  who  adopted 
them,  and  dedruCtive  to  thofe  to  whom  they  were  applied,  were  ne- 
verthelefs  carried  into  execution  by  the  foes  of  liberty  and  of  man¬ 
kind.  Acts  of  parliament,  ruinous  to  America,  and  unferviceable 
to  Britain,  were  made  to  bind  us  ;  armies,  maintained  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  were  fent  over  to  fecure  their  operation.  The  power,  how¬ 
ever,  and  the  cunning  of  our  adverfaries,  were  alike  unfuccefsfu!. 
We  refufed  to  their  parliaments  an  obedience,  which  our  judgments 
difapproved  of  :  We  refufed  to  their  armies  a  fubmiflion,  which  fpi- 
rits,  unnaccudomed  to  flavery,  could  not  brook. 

But  while  we  fpurned  a  difgraceful  fubjeclion,  we  were  far  from 
running  into  ralh  or  feditious  meafures  of  oppodtion.  Filled  with 
fentiments  of  loyalty  to  our  fovereign,  and  of  affeCtion  and  refped 
for  our  fellow-fubjeCls  in  Britain,  we  petitioned,  we  fupplicated. 
Vol.  I.  Y 
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we  expoftulated  :  Our  prayers  were  rejected  ; — our  remonftrances 
were  disregarded  ; — our  grievances  were  accumulated.  All  this 
did  not  provoke  us  to  violence. 

An  appeal  to  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  thofe  who  had  injured 
us,  and  were  bound  to  redrefs  our  injuries,  was  ineffectual  ;  we  next 
refolved  to  make  an  appeal  to  their  intereft,  though  by  doing  fo, 
we  knew  we  muft  facrifice  our  own,  and  (which  gave  us  equal  un- 
ealinefs)  that  of  our  friends,  who  had  never  offended  us,  and  who 
were  connected  with  us  by  a  fympathy  of  feelings,  under  oppref- 
iions  inn  liar  to  our  own.  AFe  refolved  to  give  up  our  commerce 
that  we  might  preferve  our  liberty.  We  flattered  ourfelves,  that, 
when  by  withdrawing  our  commercial  intercourfe  with  Britain, 
which  we  had  an  undoubted  right  either  to  withdraw  or  continue, 
her  trade  fliould  be  diminifhed,  her  revenues  impaired,  and  her  ma¬ 
nufactures  unemployed,  our  minifterial  foes  would  be  induced  by 
intereft,  or  compelled  by  neceflity,  to  depart  from  the  plan  of  ty¬ 
ranny  which  they  had  fo  long  purfued,  and  to  fubftitute  in  its  place, 
a  fyftem  more  compatable  with  the  freedom  of  America,  and  juf¬ 
tice  of  Britain.  That  this  fcheme  of  non-importation  and  non-ex¬ 
portation  might  be  productive  of  the  deft  red  effeCts,  we  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  include  the  iflands  in  it.  From  this  neceflity,  and  from  this 
neceflity  alone,  has  our  conduCt  towards  them  proceeded.  By  con¬ 
verting  your  fugar  plantations  into  fields  of  grain,  you  can  fupply 
yourfelves  with  the  neceffaries  of  life  :  While  the  prefent  unhappy 
ftruggle  fhall  continue,  we  cannot  do  more. 

But  why  fliould  we  make  any  apology  to  the  patriotic  aflembly 
of  Jamaica,  who  know  fo  well  the  value  of  liberty  ;  who  are  fo  fen- 
ftble  of  the  extreme  danger  to  which  ours  is  expofed  ;  and  who 
forefee  how  certainly  the  deftru&ion  of  ours  muft  be  followed  by  the 
deftruCtion  of  their  own  ? 

We  receive  uncommon  pleafure  from  obferving  the  principles  of 
our  righteous  oppofttion  diftinguiftied  by  your  approbation  We 
feel  the  warmeft  gratitude  for  your  pathetic  mediation  in  our  be¬ 
half  with  the  crown.  It  was  indeed  unavailing— -but  are  you  to 
blame  ?  Mournful  experience  tells  us,  that  petitions  are  often  re¬ 
jected,  while  the  fentiments  and  conduCt  of  the  petitioners  entitle 
what  they  offer  to  a  happier  fate. 

That  cur  petitions  have  been  treated  with  difdain,  is  now  become 
the  fmalleft  part  of  our  complaint :  Minifterial  infolence  is  loft  in 
minifterial  barbarity.  It  has,  by  an  exertion  peculiarly  ingenious, 
procured  thofe  very  meafures,  which  it  laid  us  under  the  hard  ne¬ 
ceflity  of  pur  filing,  to  be  ftigmatized  in  parliament  as  rebellious  :  It 
has  employed  additional  fleets  and  armies  for  the  infamous  purpofe 
of  compelling  us  to  abandon  them  :  It  has  plunp;ed  us  in  all  the  hor¬ 
rors  and  calamities  of  civil  war  :  It  has  caufed  the  treafure  and 
blood  of  Britons  (formerly  Hied  and  expended  for  far  other  ends)  to 
be  fpilt  and  wafted  in  the  execrable  deftgn  of  fpreading  ftavery  over 
Britifh  America  :  It  will  not,  however,  accompli fh  its  aim  :  In 
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the  worfl  of  contingencies,  a  choice  will  hill  be  left,  which  it  ne¬ 
ver  can  prevent  us  from  making. 

The  peculiar  fituation  of  your  ifland,  forbids  your  abidance.  But 
we  have  your  good  wilhes.  From  the  good  wilhes  of  the  friends 
of  liberty  and  mankind,  we  fliall  always  derive  confolation. 

Ordered ,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  out,  to  be  figned  by  the  pre- 
{ident,  and  tranfmitted  by  the  fil'd  opportunity. 

The  Gongrefs  then,  refuming  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Whole,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  a  body  of  forces,  not  exceeding  five  thoufand, 
be  kept  up  in  the  New-York  department,  for  the  purpofe  of  de¬ 
fending  that  part  of  America,  and  for  lecuring  the  lakes,  and  pro¬ 
tecting  the  frontiers  from  incurdons  or  invadons. 

That  a  farther  fum,  amounting  to  the  value  of  one  million  of 
Spanifh  milled  dollars,  be  druck  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars  each. 

As  the  figning  fo  great  a  number  of  bills  as  has  been  directed 
to  be  iffued  by  this  Gongrefs,  will  require  more  time  than  the  mem¬ 
bers  can  poffibly  devote  to  that  bufinefs,  confident  with  the  atten¬ 
tion  due  to  the  public  fervice, 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  and  fully- 
authorized  to  (ign  the  fame,  viz.  Luke  Morris,  Samuel  Meredith, 
Judah  Foulke,  Samuel  Morris,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Robert  Strettle 
Jones,  Thomas  Coombe,  Ellis  Lewis,  John  Meafe,  Thomas  Law¬ 
rence,  Daniel  Clymer,  John  Maxwell  Nefbit,  Thomas  Barclay, 
John  Bayard,  William  Craig,  Thomas  Bartow,  John  Shee,  Ifaac 
Hazlehurd,  Robert  Roberts,  Anthony  Morris,  Mordecai  Lewis, 
George  Mifflin,  Robert  Tucknifs,  Andrew  Bunner,  William  Jack- 
fon,  Jofeph  Sims,  James  Milligan,  and  James  Reed. 

That  each  of  the  continental  bills  be  numbered  and  figned  by 
two  of  the  above  gentlemen. 

That  each  gentleman  who  figns  the  continental  bills,  be  allowed 
and  paid  out  of  the  continental  treafury,  one  dollar  and  one-third 
of  a  dollar  for  each  and  every  thoufand  bills  hgned,  and  numbered 
by  him. 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  number  and  fign  the  bills,  do 
give  their  receipts  for  the  fame,  exprefifing  the  number  and  deno¬ 
mination  of  them  ;  and  after  numbering  and  figning  them,  (hall 
deliver  the  fame  to  the  continental  tre a furers,  taking  their  receipts 
for  the  bills  fo  delivered. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  with  the  fecretary,  be  a  committee  to  revife  the 
journal  of  this  Gongrefs,  and  prepare  it  for  the  prefs. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

- — WBSSS*  CSSBB*- - 

Wednesday,  July  26,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  for  eftablifhing  a  poft  j  and  the  fam$. 
being  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
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1  hat  *  P°®  mafter-general  be  appointed  for  the  United  Colonies, 
,  fhall  hold  his  office  at  Philadelphia,  and  ffiall  be  allowed  a  fa- 
Ury  ot  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  himfelf,  and  three  hun- 

df.t'd  and  iorty  doI1ius  Per  annum  for  a  fecretary  and  comptroller, 

h  power  to  appoint  fuch,  and  fo  many  deputies  as  to  him  mav 
ieern  proper  and  neceffary. 

i  hat  a  line  ot  polls  be  appointed  under  the  diredion  of  the  poft- 
maiter-general,  from  Falmouth  in  New-England  to  Savannah  in 
Cjeorgia,  with  as  many  crols  polls  as  he  lhall  think  fit. 

I  hat  the  allowance  to  the  deputies,  in  lieu  of  falary  and  all 
contingent  expenies,  lhall  be  twenty  per  centum  on  the  turns  they 

cc  ,  -  and  Pa^  int0  general  poll-office  annually,  when  the 
whole  is  under  or  not  exceeding  one  thoufand  dollars,  and  ten  per 
centum  tor  all  fums  above  one  thoufand  dollars  a  year. 

fhat  the  feveral  deputies  account  quarterly  with  the  general 
poit-ofhce,  and  the  poll  mafter-general  annually  with  the  continental 
treaiurers,  when  he  HiaJI  pay  into  the  receipt  of  the  faid  treafu- 
rers,  the  profits  of  the  pod-office  ;  and  if  the  necelfary  expenfe 
°r  this  eflablifhment  ffiould  exceed  the  produce  of  it,  the  deficien¬ 
cy  lhall  be  made  good  by  the  United  Colonies,  and  paid  to  the  poll- 
maner-general  oy  the  continental  treafurers. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  pofl- 
ma...er-general  to  e flab  1  ifli  a  weekly  poll  to  South-Carolina. 

I  hat  it  be  left  to  the  poll  mailer-general  to  appoint  a  fecretary 
and  comptroller.  ' 

1  he.  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  a  pod  mader-ge¬ 
neral  for  one  year,  and  until  another  is  appointed  by  a  future 
Congrefs,  when  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq;  was  unanimoully  chofen. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 


Thu  its  DAT,  July  27,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  eftablilhing  an  hofpital  for  the  army,  and  the  fame  being 
debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  for  the  edabliihment  of  an  hofpital  for  an  army,  confiding 
of  twenty  thoufand  men,  the  following  officers  and  other  atten¬ 
dants  be  appointed,  with  the  following  allowance  or  pay,  viz. 

One  dire £tor-general  and  chief  phydcian,  his  pay  per  day,  four 
dollars. 

Four  furg'eons,  eacli  ditto,  one  and  one  third  of  a  dollar. 

One  apothecary,  ditto,  one  and  one  third  of  a  dollar. 

Twenty  furgeons  mates,  each  ditto,  two  thirds  of  a  dollar. 

One  clerk,  ditto,  two  thirds  of  a  dollar. 

Two  (lore- keepers,  each  four  dollars  per  month. 

One  nurfe  to  every  ten  dck,  one  fifteenth  of  a  dollar  per  day,  or 
two  dollars  per  month. 

Labourers  occafionally. 
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The  duty  of  tke  above  officers  : 

The  direclor  to  furnifh  medicines,  bedding  and  all  other  necef- 
faries,  to  pay  for  the  fame,  fuperintend  the  whole,  and  make  his 
report  to,  and  receive  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief. 

Surgeons,  apothe-)  To  vilit  and  attend  the  Tick,  and  the  mates 
cary  and  mates,  y  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  phyficians,  bur¬ 
geons  and  apothecary. 

Matron.  To  fuperintend  the  nurfes,  bedding,  See. 

Nurfes.  To  attend  the  lick,  and  obey  the  matron’s  orders. 

Clerk.  To  keep  accounts  for  the  diredor  and  flore-keepers. 

Store-keeper.  To  receive  and  deliver  the  bedding  and  other  ne- 
ceffaries  by  order  of  the  diredor. 


The  Gongrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  officers  for  the 
hofpital,  when 

Benjamin  Church  was  unanimouily  eleded  to  be  diredor  of,  and 
phyfician  in,  the  hofpital. 

Resolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  the  four  burgeons  and  the  apo¬ 
thecary  be  left  to  dodor  B.  Church. 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  burgeons. 

That  the  number  of  mates  do  not  exceed  twenty. 

That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  conflant  pay,  unlefs  the  Tick  and 
wounded  Ihouid  be  fo  numerous  as  to  require  the  attendance  of  twen¬ 
ty,  and  to  be  diminifhed  as  circumflances  will  admit;  for  which  pur- 
pofe,  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for 
adual  fervice. 

That  one  clerk,  two  flore-keepers,  and  one  nurfe  to  every  ten 
fick,  be  appointed  by  the  diredor. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  the  pay-m after  give  bond,  with 
two  fureties,  in  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  office. 

That  the  bond  be  made  payable  to  the  fame  perfons,  to  whom 
the  bonds  of  the  continental  treafurers  are  payable. 

James  Warren,  Efq;  was  then  unanimouily  eleded  paymafler- 
general. 

Resolved ,  That  the  paymafler  in  the  New-York  department  give 
bond  to  the  fame  perfons  as  above  directed,  with  two  fureties,  in 
the  fum  of  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  perfor¬ 
mance  of  his  office. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Fridat ,  July  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  McKean,  and  Mr.Wilfon,  prepare  the  form 
of  bonds  for  the  continental  treafurers  to  execute. 

The  Gongrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  paymafler  for 
the  forces  in  the  New-York  department,  when  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
jun.  Efq;  was  unanimouily  eleded  to  that  office. 

The  add  refs  to  the  people  of  Ireland  being  again  read  by  para¬ 
graphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
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To  the  people  of  Ireland,  From  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  Uni~ 
ted  Colonies  of  New -Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay ,  Rhode-Isl - 
and ,  and  Providence  Plantations ,  Connecticut ,  New-York ,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania ,  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland , 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South -Carolina,  in  general  Con¬ 
gress  at  Philadelphia,  the  \Oth  of  May,  1775. 

Friends  and  Fellow-Subjects  ! 

As  the  important  coined,  into  which  we  have  been  driven,  is  now 
become  intere fling  to  every  European  Hate,  and  particularly  affects 
the  members  of  the  Britilh  empire,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  addrefs 
you  on  the  fubjedt.  W e  are  dedrous,  as  is  natural  to  injured  in¬ 
nocence,  of  pofleffing  the  good  opinion  of  the  virtuous  and  humane. 
W  e  are  peculiarly  defirous  of  furnifhing  you  with  a  true  {fate  of 
our  motives  and  objects  ;  the  better  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  ouv 
conduct  with  accuracy,  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  ccntrover- 
fy  with  impartiality  and  preciiion. 

However  incredible  it  may  appear,  that,  at  this  enlightened  period, 
the  leaders  of  a  nation,  which  in  every  age  has  facrificed  hecatombs 
of  her  braved  patriots  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  fhould  prefume  grave¬ 
ly  to  alTert,  and,  by  force  of  arms,  attempt  to  edablilh  an  arbitra¬ 
ry  fway  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  their  fellow-fub- 
jedts  in  America,  it  is,  neverthelefs,  a  mod  deplorable  and  indifpu- 
table  truth. 

Thfee  colonies  have,  from  the  time  of  their  nrd  fettlement,  for 
near  two  centuries,  peaceably  enjoyed  thofe  very  rights,  of  which  the 
minidry  have,  for  ten  years  pad,  endeavoured,  by  fraud  and  by  vi¬ 
olence  to  deprive  them.  At  the  conciudon  of  the  lad  war,  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  England  and  the  fpirit  of  wifdom,  as  if  offended  at  the  un¬ 
grateful  treatment  of  their  fons,  withdrew  from  the  Britifh  counfeis, 
and  left  that  nation  a  prey  to  a  race  of  miniders,  with  whom  anci¬ 
ent  Englilh  honedy  and  benevolence  dilclained  to  dwell.  From 
that  period,  jealoufy,  difeontent,  oppredion  and  difeord  have  raged 
among  all  his  majedy’s  fubjedts  :  and  filled  every  part  of  his  domi¬ 
nions  with  didrefs  and  complaint. 

Not  content  with  our  purchafing  of  Britain  at  her  own  price,  cloa- 
thing  and  a  thoufand  other  articles  ufed  by  near  three  millions  of 
people  on  this  vad  continent  ;  not  fatisfied  with  the  amazing  profits 
arifing  from  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  without  giving  us  either 
time  to  breathe  after  a  long,  though  glorious  war,  or  the  lead  credit 
for  the  blood  and  treafure  we  have  expended  in  it  ;  notwithdan- 
ding  the  zeal  we  had  manifeded  for  the  fervice  of  our  fovereign, 
and  the  warmed  attachment  to  the  conditution  oi  Britain  and  the 
people  of  England,  a  black  and  horrid  defign  was  formed,  to  convert 
us  from  freemen  into  daves,  from  fubjedts  into  vaiials,  and  from 
friends  into  enemies. 

Taxes,  for  the  firff  time  dnee  we  landed  on  the  American  fhores, 
were,  without  our  confent,  impofed  upon  us  ;  an  unconditutionai 
edidt  to  compel  us  to  furnifh  neceffaries  tor  a  Handing  army,  that 
we  widied  to  fee  difbanded,  was  iffued  ;  and  the  legidature  of 
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'New-York  fufpended  for  refuting  to  comply  with  it.  Our  antient 
and  ineftimable  right  of  trial  by  jury  was,  in  many  inftances,  abo- 
lifhed  ;  and  the  common  law  of  the  land  made  to  give  place  to  ad¬ 
miralty  jurifdiaions.  Judges  were  rendered,  by  the  tenure  cf  their 
tommiffions,  entirely  dependent  on  the  will  of  a  minifter.  New 
crimes  were  arbitrarily  created  ;  and  new  courts,  unknown  to  the 
conftitution,  infcituted.  Wicked  and  intidious  governors  have  been 
fet  over  us  ;  and  dutiful  petitions,  for  the  removal  of  even  the  no- 
torioufly  infamous  governor  Hutchinfon,  were  branded  with  the 
opprobious  appellation  of  fcandalous  and  defamatory.  Hardy  at¬ 
tempts  have  been  made,  under  colour  of  parliamentary  authority,  to 
feize  Americans,  and  carry  them  to  Great-Britain  to  be  tried  lor 
offences  committed  in  the  colonies.  Ancient  charters  have  no 
longer  remained  facred,  that  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay  was  viola¬ 
ted  ;  and  their  form  of  government  effentially  mutilated  and  trani- 
formed.  On  pretence  of  punifhing  a  violation  of  fome  private 
property,  committed  by  a  few  difguifed  individuals,  the  populous 
and  flourilhing  town  of  Boffon  was  iurrounded  by  fleets  and  armies  ; 
its  trade  deflroyed  ;  its  port  blocked  up  ;  and  thirty  thoufand  citi¬ 
zens  fubjedted  to  all  the  miferies  attending  fo  fudden  a  convultion 
in  their  commercial  metropolis  ;  and,  to  remove  every  obffacle  to 
the  rigorous  execution  of  this  fytiem  of  oppreflion,  an  adt  of  par¬ 
liament  was  pa{Ted  evidently  calculated  to  indemnify  thofe,  who 
might,  in  the  profecution  of  it,  even  embrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  the  inhabitants. 

Though  prefled  by  fuch  an  accumulation  of  undeferved  injuries, 
America  {fill  remembered  her  duty  to  her  fovereign.  A  Congrefs, 
contifling  of  deputies  from  twelve  United  Colonies  affembled.  They, 
in  the  moll  refpedfful  terms,  laid  their  grievances  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne  ;  and  implored  his  majefly’s  interpotition  in  their  behalf. 
They  alfo  agreed  to  fufpend  ail  trade  with  Great-Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  AYefl-Indies  ;  hoping,  by  this  peaceable  mode  of  oppotition, 
to  obtain  that  jnflice  from  the  Britifh  miniffry  which  had  been  fo 
long  folicited  in  vain.  And  here  permit  us  to  affure  you,  that  it 
was  with  the  utmoll  reludlance  we  could  prevail  upon  ourlelves,  to 
ceafe  our  commercial  connexion  with  your  ifland.  Your  parlia¬ 
ment  had  done  us  no  wrong.  You  had  ever  been  friendly  to  the 
rights  of  mankind  ;  and  we  acknowledge,  with  pleafure  and.  grati¬ 
tude,  that  your  nation  has  produced  patriots,  who  have  nobly  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  humanity  and  America.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  were  not  ignorant  that  the  labour  and  manu¬ 
factures  of  Ireland,  like  thofe  of  the  tilk-worm,  were  of  little  mo¬ 
ment  to  herfelf ;  but  ferved  only  to  g;ive  luxury  to  thofe  who  nei¬ 
ther  toil  nor  fpin.  We  perceived  that  if  we  continued  our  com¬ 
merce  with  you,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from  Britain  would 
be  fruitlefs,  and  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  adcbt  a  meafure,  to 
which  nothing  but  abfolute  necetiity  would  have  reconciled  us. 
It  gave  us,  however,  fome  confolation  to  refledl,  that  fhould  it 
occafion  much  diftrefs,  the  fertile  regions  of  America  woukl  afford 
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you  a  fafe  afylum  from  poverty,  and,  in  time,  from  oppreffion  alfo; 
an  afylum,  in  which  many  thoufands  of  your  countrymen  have 
found  hofpitality,  peace,  and  affluence,  and  become  united  to  us 
by  all  the  ties  of  confanguinity,  mutual  intereft,  and  affection. 
Nor  did  Congrels  flop  here  :  Flattered  by  a  pleafing  expedlation, 
that  the  juftice  and  humanity  which  had  fo  long  chara&erized  the 
Englifh  nation,  would,  on  proper  application,  afford  us  relief, 
they  reprefented  their  grievances  in  an  affectionate  addrefs  to  their 
brethren  in  Britain,  and  intreated  their  aid  and  interpofition  in 
behalf  of  thefe  colonies. 

i  he  more  fully  to  evince  their  refpedt  for  their  fovereign,  the 
unhappy  people  of  Boflon  were  requeued  by  the  Congrefs  to  fub- 
mit  with  patience  to  their  fate  ;  and  all  America  united  in  a  re- 
folution  to  abftain  from  every  fpecies  of  violence.  During  this 
period,  that  devoted  town  buffered  unfpeakably.  Its  inhabitants 
were  inlulted  and  their  property  violated.  Still  relying  on  the 
clemency  and  juftice  of  his  majefly  and  the  nation,  they  permit¬ 
ted  a  few  regiments  to  take  poffeflion  of  their  town,  to  furround 
it  with  fortifications  ;  and  to  cut  off  all  intercourfe  between  them 
and  their  friends  in  the  country. 

With  anxious  expectation  did  all  America  wait  the  event  of 
tneir  petition — All  America  laments  its  fate.  Their  prince  was 
deaf  to  their  complaints  :  And  vain  were  all  attempts  to  imprefs 
him  with  a  ienfe  of  the  bufferings  of  his  American  fubjeCts,  of  the 
cruelty  of  their  tafk-maflers,  and  of  the  many  plagues  which  im¬ 
pended  over  his  dominions.  Inftead  of  directions  for  a  candid  en¬ 
quiry  into  our  grievances,  infult  was  added  to  oppreffion  ;  and  our 
long  forbearance  rewarded  with  the  imputation  of  cowardice.  Our 
trade  with  foreign  hates  was  prohibited  ;  and  an  aCt  of  parliament 
paffed  to  prevent  our  even  fifhing  on  our  own  coafts.  Our  peace¬ 
able  affemblies,  for  the  purpofe  of  confulting  the  common  fafety, 
were  declared  feditious  ;  and  our  afferting  the  very  rights  which 
placed  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  on  the  heads  of  the  three  fuc- 
ceffive  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  (tiled  rebellion.  Orders 
were  given  to  reinforce  the  troops  in  America.  The  wild  and  bar¬ 
barous  favages  of  the  wildernefs  have  been  foliclted,  by  gifts,  to 
take  up  the  hatchet  againft  us  ;  and  mitigated  to  deluge  our  fet- 
tlements  with  the  blood  of  innocent  and  defencelefs  women  and 
children.  The  whole'  country  was,  moreover,  alarmed  with  the 
horrors  of  domeftic  infurreCtions.  Refinements  in  parental  cruelty, 
at  which  the  genius  of  Britain  muft  blufh  !  Refinements  which  ad¬ 
mit  not  of  being  even  recited  without  horror,  or  praCtifed  without 
infamy  !  We  fhould  be  happy,  were  thefe  dark  machinations  the 
mere  fuggeflions  ot  lufpicion.  We  are  forry  to  declare,  that  we 
are  poffeffed  of  the  mcfl  authentic  and  indubitable  evidence  of  their 
reality. 

The  miniflry,  bent  on  pulling  down  the  pTars  of  the  conffitu- 
tion,  endeavoured  to  erebt  the  ftandard  cf  defpotifm  in  America; 
and  if  fuccefsful,  Britain  and  Ireland  may  fnudder  at  the  conle- 
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Three  of  their  mod  experienced  generals  are  lent  to  wage  war 
with  their  fellow-fubje&s ;  and  America  is  amazed  to  find  the  name 
of  Howe  in  the  catalogue  of  her  enemies:  She  loved  his  brother*. 

Defpairing'  of  driving  the  colonids  to  refinance  by  any  other 
means  than  aftual  hoftility,  a  detachment  of  the  army  at  Boflon 
marched  into  the  country  in  all  the  array  oi  war  ;  and,  unprovoked, 
fired  upon,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  inhabitants.  The  neighbor¬ 
ing  farmers  fuddenly  affembled,  and  repelled  the  attack.  Liom 
this,  all  communication  between  the  town  and  country  was  inter¬ 
cepted.  The  citizens  petitioned  the  general  for  permiflion  to  leave 
the  town,  and  he  promifed,  on  furrendering  their  arms,  to  permit 
them  to  depart  with  their  other  effects.  They  accordingly  fur- 
rendered  their  arms,  and  the  general  violated  his  faith*  Unaei 
various  pretences,  padports  were  delayed  and  denied;  and  many 
thoufands  of  the  inhabitants  are,  at  this  day,  confined  in  the  town, 
in  the  utmod  wretchednefs  and  want.  The  lame,  the  blind,  and 
the  fick,  have,  indeed,  been  turned  out  into  the  neighbouring  fields  ; 
and  fome,  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  centries,have  eicaped  from, 
the  town,  by  fwimming  to  the  adjacent  fhores. 

The  war  having  thus  began  on  the  part  of  general  Gage’s  troops, 
the  country  armed  and  embodied.  X  he  reinforcements  from  Ire¬ 
land  foon  after  arrived;  a  vigorous  attack  was  then  made  upon 
the  provincials.  In  their  march,  the  troops  furrourided  the  town 
of  Gharleftown,  confiding  of  about  four  hundred  houfes,  then  re¬ 
cently  abandoned  to  efcape  the  fury  of  a  relentlefs  foldiery.  Hav¬ 
ing  plundered  the  houfes,  they  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and  reduced  it 
to  afhes.  To  this  wanton  wade'  of  property,  unknown  to  civilized 
nations,  they  were  prompted  the  better  to  conceal  their  approach 
under  cover  of  the  fmoke.  A  blocking  mixture  of  cowardice  and 
cruelty,  which  then  fird  tarnifhed  the  ludre  of  the  Britifh  arms, 
when  aimed  at  a  brother’s  bread  1  But,  blelfed  be  God,  they  were 
redrained  from  committing  farther  ravages,  by  the  lofs  of  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  their  army,  including  many  of  their  mod  ex¬ 
perienced  officers.  The  lofs  of  the  inhabitants  was  inconfiderable. 

Compelled,  therefore,  to  behold  thoufands  of  our  countrymen 
imprifoned,  and  men,  women  and  children  involved  in  promifcuous 
and  unmerited  mifery  !  When  we  find  all  faith  at  an  end,  and  fa- 
cred  treaties  turned  into  tricks  of  date;  when  we  perceive  our 
friends  and  kinfmen  tnaflacred,  our  habitations  plundered,  our 
houfes  in  dames,  and  their  once-happy  inhabitants  fed  only  by  the 
hand  of  charity;  who  can  blame  us  for  endeavouring  to  redrain 
the  progrefs  oF  defolation?  who  can  ceniure  our  repelling  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  fuch  a  barbarous  band?  who,  in  fuch  circumhances,  would 
not  obey  the  great,  the  univerfal,  the  divine  law  of  felf-preferva- 
tion  ? 

Though  vilified  as  wanting  fpirit,  we  are  determined  to  behave 
like  men— -though  inful  ted  and  abided,  we  wild  for  reconciliation- — • 
though  defamed  as  feditious,  we  arc  ready  to  obey  the  laws — 
and  though  charged  with  rebellion,  will  cheerfully  bleed  in  defence 
Vol.  L  Z 
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of  our  fove reign  in  a  righteous  caufe.  What  more  can  we  fay? 
What  more  can  we  offer?  ;  * 

But  we  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  a  tedious  detail  of  the  vari- 
°1’;  *nd  truitleis  offers  and  applications  we  have  repeatedly  made, 
not  torpenfions,  lor  wealth,  or  for  honours,  but  for  the  humble 

00 n  .  D£ln&  permitted  to  poffefs  the  fruits  of  honed  induftry,  and 
to  enjoy  that  degree  of  liberty,  to  which  God  and  the  conditution 
have  given  us  an  undoubted  right. 

Bleffed  with  an  indiffoluble  union,  with  a  variety  of  internal  re- 
lources,  and  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  judice  of  the  fupreme  Dif- 
poler  of  all  human  Events,  we  have  no  doubt  of  rifing  fuperior  to 
all  the  machinations  of  evil  and  abandoned  minifters.  We  already 
anticipate  the  golden  period,  when  liberty,  with  all  the  gentle  arts 
of  peace  and  humanity,  fhall  edablifh  her  mild  dominion  in  this 
vveltern  world,  and  ereft  eternal  monuments  to  the  memory  of 

thofe  virtuous  patriots  and  martyrs,  who  fhall  have  fought  and 
bled  and  fuffered  in  her  caufe. 

Accept  oui  mod  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  friendly  dif- 
polition  you  have  always  fhewn  towards  us.  We  know  that  you 
aie  not  without  your  grievances.  We  fympathize  with  you  in 
70ur  diflicfs,  and  are  pleafed  to  find  that  the  delign  of  fubjugating 
Ui,  has  periuaded  adminidration  to  difpenie  to  Ireland,  fome  va- 
^lunt  lays  oi  mini  Re  rial  lunfhme.  Even  the  tender  mercies  of 
government  have  long  been  cruel  towards  you.  In  the  rich  paf- 
fures  of  Ireland,  many  hungry  parricides  have  fed,  and  grown  ftrono- 
to  labour  in  its  dedruftion.  We  hope  the  patient  abiding  of  the 
meek  may  not  always  be  forgotten ;  and  God  grant  that  the  iniqui¬ 
tous  ichcmes  01  extirpating  liberty  from  the  Britidi  empire  may  be 

foon  defeated.  But  we  fhould  be  wanting  to  ourfelves _ we  fhould 

be  perfidious  to  poderity — .we  fhould  be  unworthy  that  ancedry 
from  which  we  derive  our  defeent,  fhould  we  fubmit,  with  folded 
arms,  to  military  butchery  and  depredation,  to  gratify  the  lordly 
ambition,  or  fate  the  avarice  of  a  Britifh  minidry.  In  defence  of 
our  perfons  and  properties,  under  aftual  violation,  we  have  taken 
up  arms;  when  that  violence  fhall  be  removed,  and  hodilities  ceafe 
on  the  part  of  the  aggreffors,  they  fhall  ceafe  on  our  part  alfo.— 
For  the  achievement  of  this  happy  event,  we  confide  in  the  good 
offices  of  our  fellow  dub]  efts  beyond  the  Atlantic.  Of  their  friendly 
difpodtion,  we  do  not  yetdefpond  ;  aware,  as  they  mud  be,  that  they 
have  nothing  more  to  expeft  from  the  fame  common  enemy,  than 
the  humble  favour  of  being  lad  devoured. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Sa cTurda ?"*,  July  29,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

i  he  Congrels  relumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  following  refcluticn : 

Resolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  commiffary -general  cf’  mufters  be 
forty  dollars  per  month. 
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Deputy  commiffary-general  of  {lores  and  provifions,  fixty  dollar? 
per  ditto. 

Deputy  adjutant-general,  fifty  dollars  per  do. 

Deputy  mufter-mafter-general,  forty  dollars  per  do® 

Brigade-major,  thirty-three  dollars  per  do.  »V 

Gommiflary  of  artillery,  thirty  dollars  per  do. 

Judge  advocate,  twenty  dollars  per  dc. 

Colonel,  fifty  dollars  per  do.  : 

Lieutenant-colonel,  forty  dollars  per  do. 

Major,  thirty-three  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Captain,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

Lieutenant,  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Enlign,  ten  dollars  per  do. 

Serjeant,  eight  dollars  per  do. 

Corporal,  drummer,  and  fifer,  each  feven  dollars  and  one-third 
per  do. 

Private,  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  do. 

Adjutant,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Quarter-m  after,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Chaplain,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

That  the  pay  of  the  light-infantry  be  the  fame  as  that  in  the 
regiment  from  a  captain  to  a  private,  both  inclufive. 

That  in  the  artillery,  the  pay  of  a  captain  be  twenty-fix  dollars 
and  two-thirds  per  month. 

Captain-lieutenant,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

Lieutenants,  firft  and  fecond,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per 
ditto. 

Lieutenant  fireworker,  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third,  per  ditto. 

Serjeant,  eight  dollars  and  one-third  per  ditto. 

Corporal,  feven  dollars  and  a  half  per  month. 

Bombardier,  feven  dollars  per  ditto. 

Matrofs,  fix  dollars  and  five-fixths  of  a  dollars  per  ditto. 

That  the  appointment  of  provoft-martial,  waggon-mafter,  and 
mafter  carpenter  be  left  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army, 
who  is  to  fix  their  pay,  having  regard  to  the  pay  they  receive  in  the 
minifterial  army,  and  the  proportion  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  in 
faid  army  bears  to  the  pay  of  our  officers. 

W llliam  Tuder,  Efq;  was  elected  judge  advocate  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  and  George  Clymer,  Efqrs;  be 
joint  treasurers  of  the  United  Colonies  :  That  the  trealurers  refide 
in  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  fn all  give  bond,  with  furety,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  office,  in  the  firm  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  to  John  Hancock,  Henry  Middleton,  John  Dickin- 
fon,  John  Alfop,  Thomas  Lynch,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  James 
Wilfon,  Efqrs;  and  the  furvivor  of  them,  in  truft  for  the  United 
Colonies. 

That  the  provincial  affemblies  or  conventio  ns  do  each  choofe  a 
♦reafurer  for  their  refpedtive  colonies,  and  take  fufficient  fecurity 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  truft. 
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That  each  colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  fink  its  proportion 
.of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  may  be  mod  effectual  and  bell  adapted  to  the  condition,  cir- 
cumdances,  and  equal  mode  of  levying  taxes  in  fiich  colony.  - 
1  hat  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  colony  be  determined  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all  ages,  including  negroes 
and  mulattoes  in  each  colony  ;  but,  as  this  cannot  at  prefent  be  af- 
certained,  that  the  quotas  of  the  feveral  colonies  be  fettled  .for  the 
prelent  as  fpllows,  to  undergo  a  revilion  and  correction,  when  the 
lilt  of  each  colony  is  obtained. 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


124069  and  a  half 
434244 

71959  and  a  half 
248139 
248139 
161290  and 
372208  and 

37219  and 
310174 
496278 
248139 
248139 


and 


a 

a 

a 

a 


half 

half 

half 

half 


■3,000000 


That  each  colony  pay  its  refpeCtive  quota  in  four  equal  annua! 
payments,  the  fird  payment  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  lad  day  of 
November,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1779  ;  the  fe- 
cond,  on  or  before  the  lad  day  of  November,  1780  ;  the  third,  on 
or  before  the  lad  day  of  November,  1781  ;  and  the  fourth  or  lad, 
on  or  before  the  lad  day  of  November,  1782  ;  and  that  for  this  end, 
the  feveral  provincial  affemblies,  or  conventions,  provide  for  laying 
and  levying  taxes  in  their  refpeCtive  provinces  or  colonies,  towards 
finking  the  continental  bills  :  That  the  faid  bills  be  received  by 
the  collectors  in  payment  of  fuch  taxes,  and  be  by  the  collectors 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  provincial  treafurers,  with  all  fuch  other 
monies  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of  the  continental  bills,  which 
other  monies  the  faid  provincial  treafurer  fhall  endeavour  to  get 
exchanged  for  continental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be  done, 
fhall  fend  to  the  continental  treafurers  the  deficiency  in  diver  or 
gold,  with  the  bills  making  up  the  quota  to  be  funk  in  that  year, 
taking  care  to  cut,  by  a  circular  punch,  of  an  inch  diameter,  an  hole 
in  each  bill,  and  to  crofs  the  fame,  thereby  to  render  them  unpaf- 
fable,  though  the  fum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairly  legible  :  And  the 
continental  treafurers,  as  fad  as  they  receive  the  faid  quotas,  fhall, 
with  the  a  Id  dance  of  a  committee  of  five  perfons,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Congrefs,  if  fitting,  or  by  the  alfembly  or  convention  of  the 
province  of  Pennfylvania,  examine  and  count  the  continental  bills, 
2nd  in  the  prefence  of  the  faid  committee,  burn  and  dedroy  them. 
And  the  diver  and  gold  fent  them  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  of 
quotas,  they  diall  retain  in  their  hands  until  demanded  in  redemp¬ 
tion  of  continental  bills,  that  may  be  brought  to  them  for  that  pur- 
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pofe,  which  bills  fo  redeemed,  they  (hall  alfo  burn  and  deftroy  m 
prefence  of  the  faid  committee.  And  the  faid  treafurers,  whenever 
they  have  filver  or  gold  in  their  hands  for  the  redemption  of  conti¬ 
nental  bills,  (hall  advertife  the  fame,  figmfyiflg  that  he  is  ready  to 
give  lilver  or  gold  for  fuch  bills,  to  all  penons  requiring  it  m  ex- 


The  provincial  treafurers  and  colleftors  are  to  have  futh  allow¬ 
ances  for  their  refpeftive  fervices,  as  (haU.be  directed  by  the  feve- 
ral  affemblies  or  conventions,  to  be  paid  by  their  refpedive  pro- 

That  the  continental  treafurers  be  allowed  for  their  fervice  this 
year,  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

Resolved ,  That  the  paymafter  general,  commiffary  general,  quar- 
ter-mafter  general,  and  every  of  their  deputies,  (hall  take  an  oath, 
truly  and  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  reipe&ive  nations. 

Ordered,  That  the  continental  treafurers  do  pay  to  colonel  VV  li- 
liarn  Thompfon,  or  his  order,  five  thoufand  dollars,  on  account,  be¬ 
ing  by  advance  for  the  fervice  of  a  battalion  of  riflemen  under  his 

command.  .  ,  r  r 

Resolved ,  That  this  Gongrefs  will,  as  foon  as  the  public  buhneis 

permits,  adjourn  to  the  filth  of  Septembei  next. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Gongrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  conhder  ol 
the  hate  of  trade,  after  the  tenth  of  next  September. 

Mr.  McKean,  from  the  committee,  reported  the  iorm  o.  a  bond, 
to  be  given  by  the  joint  continental  treafurers. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  committee  do  infpe&  into  the  fufficiency 

of  the  fu reties. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o’clock. 


Mon  da  r,  July  31,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  refolve  of  the  houle  of  commons,  and  the  lame  being 
debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  feveral  afTemblies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  and  Virgi¬ 
nia,  having  referred  to  the  Gongrefs  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  ot 
commons  of  Great-Britain,  which  refolution  is  in  thefe  words: 

Luna,  20°  Die  Feb .  1775. 

u  The  houfe  in  a  committee  oil  the  American  papers.  Motion 
made,  and  queftion  propofed  : 

u  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  when  the  gene¬ 
ral  council  and  affembly,  or  general  court  of  any  of  his  majefiy’s 
provinces,  or  colonies  in  America,  fhali  propoie  to  make  provihon, 
according  to  the  condition,  circumftance,  or  fituation  of  fuch  pi  o- 
vince  or  colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common 
defence  (inch  proportion  to  be  railed  under  the  authority  of  the 
general  court,  or  general  affembly  of  Inch  province  or  colony,  and 
difpofable  by  parliament)  and  (hall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  the  admmilli  ation  oi 
jultice  in  fuch  province  or  colony,  it  will  be  proper  if  fuch  propc- 
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fal  (hall  D"  approved  by  his  majefty,  and  the  two  houfe*  of  parlia, 
rnent,  and  ior  io  long  as  luch  prcvifion  (hall  be  made  accordingly, 
to  ior  ^ar  in  rcfpeft  of  luch  province  or  colony  to  lay  any  duty,  tax, 
or  affelTinent,  or  to  impole  any  farther  duty,  tax,  or  affeffment,  ex- 
cop  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or 
impole,  tor  the  regulation  of  commerce;  the  net  produce  or  the 

outies  lait  mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch  province 
or  colony  refpedlively.”  r 

The  Congreis  took  the  faid  refolution  into  confideration,  and  are, 
thereupon,  of  opinion, 

1  hat  the  colonies  of  America  are  entitled  to  the  foie  and  exclu¬ 
sive  privilege  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money:  that  this 
involves  a  right  of  deliberating  whether  they  will  make  any  gift 
or  what  purpcles  it  (hall  be  made,  and  what  fnall  be  its  amount  • 
an  t“at  lt  1S  a  hj&h  breach  of  this  privilege  for  any  body  of  men* 
extraneous  to  their  conftitutions,  to  preferibe  the  purpofes  for  which 
money  fnall  be  levied  on  them,  to  take  to  themfelves  the  authority 
oi  judging  of  their  conditions,  circumftances  and  fituations,  and  of 
determining  the  amount  of  the  contribution  to  be  levied. 

i  hat  as  the  colonies  polTefs  a  right  of  appropriating  their  gifts 
:°  arc  they  entltled  at  all  times  to  enquire  into  their  application! 
to  fee  that  they  be  not  wafted  among  the  venal  and  corrupt  for  the 
purpefe  of  undermining  the  civil  rights  of  the  givers,  nor  yet  be 
diverted  to  the  lupport  of  handing  armies,  inconfiftent  with  their 
freedom  and  fubverfive  of  their  quiet.  To  propofe,  therefore,  as. 
this  refolution  does,  that  the  monies  given  by  the  colonies  fnall  be 
fubjecl  to  the  dilpofal  of  parliament  alone,  is  to  propofe  that  they 
liiall  relinquilh  this  right  of  enquiry,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of 
others  to  render  their  gifts  ruinous, In  proportion  as  they  are  liberal. 

1  hat  this  privilege  of  giving  or  of  withholding  our  monies,  is  an 
important  barrier  againft  the  undue  exertion  of  prerogative,  which, 
if  1  -ft  altogether  without  coutroul,  may  be  exercifed  to  our  great 
oppreftion  ;  and  all  hiftory  (hows  how  efficacious  is  its  intercefnons 
for  red  refs  of  grievances  and  re-eftablifhment  of  rights,  and  how 
improvident  it  would  be  to  part  with  fo  powerful  a  mediator. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  proportion  contained  in  this  refolution 
is  unreafonable  and  infidious  :  Unreafonable,  becaufe,  if  we  de¬ 
clare  wc  accede  to  it,  we  declare,  without  refervation,  we  will  pur- 
cbace  the  favour  of  parliament,  not  knowing  at  the  fame  time  at 
what  price  they  will  pleafe  to  eftimate  their  favour  ;  it  is  inficli'ous, 
bccaufe,  individual  colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden  again,  till  they 
find  the  avidity  of  the  feller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  fat  if¬ 
fy  ;  are  then  to  return  into  opposition,  divided  from  their  filler  co¬ 
lonies  whom  the  minifter  will  have  previoufly  detached  by  a  grant 
of  eafter  terms,  or  by  an  artful  procraftination  of  a  definitive  anfwer, 
i  hat  the  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife  of  their  pretended  power  of 
taxation  being  exprefsly  made  commenfurate  with  the  continuance 
of  our  gifts,  thefe  muft  be  perpetual  to  make  that  fo.  Whereas  no 
experience  has  ihewn  that  a  gift  of  perpetual  revenue  fecures  a  per* 
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petual  return  of  duty  c.r  of  kind  difpofttion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
parliament  itfelf,  wifely  attentive  to  this  obfervation,  are  in  the 
eftablifhed  pradlice  of  granting  their  fupplies  from  year  to  year  only. 

Defirous  and  determined,  as  we  are,  to  confider,  in  the  moft  dif- 
paffionate  view,  every  feeming  advance  towards  a  reconciliation  made 
by  the  Britiih  parliament,  let  our  brethren  cf  Britain  reflect,  what 
would  have  been  the  facrifice  to  men  of  free  fpirits,  had  even  fair 
terms  been  proffered,  as  thefe  inftdious  propofals  were  with  circum- 
ftances  of  infult  and  defiance.  A  proportion  to  give  our  money, 
accompanied  with  large  fleets  and  armies,  feems  addreffed  to  our 
fears  rather  than  to  our  freedom.  With  what  patience  would  Bri¬ 
tons  have  received  articles  of  treaty  from  any  power  on  earth  when 
borne  on  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  military  plenipotentiaries  ? 

We  think  the  attempt  unneceffary  to  raifeupon  us  by  force  or  by- 
threats  our  proportional  contributions  to  the  common  defence,  when 
all  know,  and  themfelves  acknowledge,  we  have  fully  contributed, 
whenever  called  upon  to  do  fo  in  the  character  of  freemen. 

We  are  of  opinion  it  is  not  juft  that  the  colonies  fhould  be  requir¬ 
ed  to  oblige  themfelves  to  other  contributions,  while  Great-Britain 
poffeffes  a  monopoly  of  their  trade.  This  of  itfelf  lays  them  under 
heavy  contribution.  To  demand,  therefore,  additional  aids  in  the 
form  of  a  tax,  is  to  demand  the  double  of  their  equal  proportion  : 
if  we  are  to  contribute  equally  with  the  other  parts  of  the  empire, 
let  us  equally  with  them  enjoy  free  commerce  with  the  whole  world. 
But  while  the  reftridtions  on  our  trade  flrut  to  us  the  refources  cf 
wealth,  is  it  juft  we  fhould  bear  all  other  burthens  equally  w  ith  thofe 
to  whom  every  refource  is  open  ? 

We  conceive  that  the  Britifn  parliament  has  no  right  to  inter¬ 
meddle  with  our  proviftons  for  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  or 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  proviftons  we  have  made,  are  fuch 
as  pleafe  ourfelves,  and  are  agreeable  to  our  own  circumftances  : 
They  anfwer  the  fubftantial  purpofes  of  government  and  of  juftice, 
and  other  purpofes  than  thefe  fhould  not  be  anfwered.  We  do  not 
mean  that  our  people  fhall  be  burthened  with  oppreflive  taxes,  to 
provide  ftnecures  for  the  idle  or  the  wicked,  under  colour  of  provi¬ 
ding  for  a  civil  lift.  While  parliament  purfue  their  plan  of  civil 
government  within  their  own  jurifdidtion,  we  alfo  hope  to  purfue 
ours  without  moleftation. 


We  are  of  opinion  the  propofttion  is  altogether  unfatis factory, 
becaufe  it  imports  only  a  fufpenfton  of  the  mode,  not  a  renuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  pretended  right  to  tax  us  :  becaufe,  too,  it  does  not  pro- 
pofe  to  repeal  the  feveral  adts  of  parliament  paffed  for  the  purpofes 
ot  reftraining  the  trade,  and  altering  the  form  of  government 
of  one  of  our  colonies  :  extending  the  boundaries  and  changing  the 
government  of  Quebec  ;  enlarging  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  courts  of 
admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  ;  taking  from  us  the  rights  of  trial,  by 
a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  in  cafes  affecting  both  life  and  property  ; 
tranfporting  us  into  ether  countries  to  be  tried  for  criminal  offen¬ 
ces  ;  exempting,  by  mock-trial,  the  murderers  of  colonifts  from  punifh- 
ment ;  and  quartering  foldicrs  on  us  in  times  of  profound  peace. 
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Nor  do  they  renounce  the  power  of  fufpending  our  own  legislatures, 
and  for  legislating  for  us  theiufelves  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.  On 
«  the  contrary,  to  Ihew  they  mean  to  difcontinuance  of  injury,  they 
pals  ads,  at  the  very  time  of  holding  out  this  proportion,  for  refrain¬ 
ing  the  commerce  and  fifheries  of  the  provinces  of  New-EneRand, 
ant\  for  interdicting  the  trade  of  other  colonies  with  all  foreign 
nations,  and  with  each  other.  This  proves,  unequivocally,  they  mean 
not  to  relinquish  the  exercife  of  indifcriminate  legislation  over  us. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  proposition  feems  to  have  been  held  up  to 
the  world,  to  deceive  it  into  a  belief  that  there  was  nothing  in  dis¬ 
pute  between  us  but  the  mode  of  levying  taxes  ;  and  that  the  par¬ 
liament  having  now  been  fo  good  as  to  give  up  this,  the  colonies 
are  unreafonable  if  not  perfectly  Satisfied  :  Whereas,  in  truth,  our 
adverfaries  Slill  claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  libitum ,  and  of  tax¬ 
ing  us  themfelves  to  the  full  amount  of  their  demand,  if  we  do  com¬ 
ply  with  it.  This  leaves  us  without  any  thing  we  can  call  proper¬ 
ty.  But,  what  is  of  more  importance,  and  what  in  this  propofal 
they  keep  out  of  fight,  as  if  no  fuch  point  was  now  in  contefl  be¬ 
tween  us,  they  claim  a  right  to  alter  our  charters  and  eflablifh  laws, 
and  leave  us  without  any  fecurity  for  our  lives  or  liberties.  The 
proposition  feems  alio  to  have  been  calculated  more  particularly  to 
lull  into  fatal  fecurity,  our  well-affeded  fellow-fubjeds  on  the  other 
fide  the  water,  till  time  Should  be  given  for  the  operation  of  thofe 
arms,  which  a  British  minister  pronounced  would  inflantaneoufly  re¬ 
duce  the  “  cowardly”  fons  of  America  to  unreferved  fubmiflion. 
But,  when  the  world  reflects,  how  inadequate  to  juftice  are  thefe 
vaunted  terms  ;  when  it  attends  to  the  rapid  and  bold  fucceflion  of 
injuries,  which,  during  the  courfe  of  eleven  years,  have  been  aimed 
at  thefe  colonies  ;  when  it  reviews  the  pacific  and  refpe&ful  expos¬ 
tulations,  which,  during  that  whole  time,  wTere  the  foie  arms  we  op- 
pofed  to  them  ;  when  it  obferves  that  our  complaints  were  either 
not  heard  at  all,  or  were  anfwered  with  new  and  accumulated  in¬ 
juries  ;  when  it  recollects  that  the  miniftcr  himfelf,  on  an  early  oc- 
cafion,  declared,  “  that  he  would  never  treat  with  America,  till  he 
had  brought  her  to  his  feet,”  and  that  an  avowed  partifan  of  mi¬ 
nistry  lias  more  lately  denounced  againfl  us  the  dreadful  Sentence, 
u  delcnda  est  Carthago ;”  that  this  was  done  in  prefence  ofaBritifh 
fcnate,  and  being  unreproved  by  them,  muff  be  taken  to  be  their 
own  fentiment,  (especially  as  the  purpofe  has  already  in  part  been 
carried  into  execution,  by  their  treatment  of  Bofton  and  burning  of 
Charleflown  ;)  when  it  confiders  the  great  armaments  with  which 
they  have  invaded  us,  and  the  circumftances  of  cruelty  with  which 
thefe  have  commenced  and  profecuted  hoftlli ties  ;  when  thefe  things, 
we  fay,  are  laid  together  and  attentively  conhdered,  can  the  world 
he  deceived  into  an  opinion  that  we  are  unreafonable,  or  can  it  he- 
fitate  to  believe  with  ns,  that  nothing  but  our  own  exertions  may 
defeat  the  in  ini  Aerial  fentence  of  death  or  abjeft  fubmiflTion. 

On  motion  made,  Rrsohed,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Crane,  DoCtor  Frank¬ 
lin,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  IleWes,  Mr.  Gadf- 
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den,  and  Mr.  Hall,  be  a  committee,  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  to 
make  enquiry  in  all  the  colonies,  after  virgin  lead,  and  leaden  ore, 
and  the  belt  methods  of  collecting,  fmelting,  and  refining  it. 

Resolved ,  That  the  above  named  gentlemen  be  a  committee,  in 
-  the  recefs  of  the  Congrefs,  to  enquire  into  the  cheapeft  and  eafiefl 
methods  of  making  fait  in  thefe  colonies. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  under  con- 
^deration  the  date  of  trade  after  the  tenth  of  September,  and  after 
fome  debate,  the  fame  was  poftponed  to  a  future  day. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  when  the  Congrefs  adjourns  for  re¬ 
cefs,  it  be  adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadelphia. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  fundry  merchants  in  New-York,  and  the 
other  from  fundry  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  re fpe Cling  the  fale  of 
teas  importedbefore  the  late  alTociation,  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

N  Tuesdat ,  August  1,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  im¬ 
mediately  forwarded  from  the  continental  treafury,  to  the  paymafler 
general,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
in  fuch  manner,  as  general  Wadiington,  or  the  commander  in  chief 
for  the  time  being,  by  his  warrants,  fhall  limit  and  appoint  ;  and  if 
the  above  fum  fhall  be  expended  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  then  that  general  Wafhington,  or  the  commander  in  chief 
for  the  time  being,  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  continental  trea¬ 
fury,  for  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  favour  of  the 
paymafter-general,  to  be  applied  for  the  ufe  and  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  be  a  committee  to 
receive  and  count  the  above  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars, 
and  forward  the  fame,  under  the  care  of  the  delegates  of  MafTa- 
chuietts-Bay,  provided  fo  much  is  now  ready  in  the  treafury.  If 
that  is  not  the  cafe,  then  to  receive,  count,  and  forward,  by  the  faid 
delegates,  what  is  ready,  and  the  remainder  by  the  firfl  opportunity 
in  the  fafefl  and  beft  manner. 

Resolved ,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
£ve  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New- 
York,  to  be  applied  towards  the  difchage  of  the  monies  advanced 
and  the  debts  contracted  for  the  public  fervice,  by  the  faid  provin¬ 
cial  convention  and  the  committee  of  Albany,  in  purfuance  of  the 
directions  of  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  faid  provincial  conven¬ 
tion  account  to  this  Congrefs,  at  their  next  meeting,  for  the  appli¬ 
cation  oi  the  laid  money. 

Resolved ,  That  the  treafurers  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ordered 
to  pay  to  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  viz.  Elipha- 
let  Dyer,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Silas  Deane,  Efqrs;  the  fum  of 
fdty  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  by  them  paid  unto  the  governor  and 
company  oi  the  faid  colony,  in  part  of  the  l'ums  by  them  diiburfed 
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m  the  continental  fcrvice  :  The  faid  governor  and  company  to  ao 
count  therefor. 

Resolved l,  1  hat  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  im¬ 
mediately  forwarded  from  the  continental  treafury,  to  the  paymaffer 
general,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  New- York  de¬ 
partment,  in  fuch  manner  as  general  Schuyler,  by  his  warrant,  (hall 
hunt  and  appoint  ;  and  that  if  the  above  fum  fhall  be  expended  be¬ 
fore  the  next  meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  then  that  general  Schuyler, 
or  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being,  in  that  department, 
be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  continental  treafury,  for  a  further 
uini,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  applied  for 
the  me  and  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

i  Resolved ,  1  hat  the  fum  of  fixteen  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the 
delegates  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  in  full  for  the  like  fum  by 
them  borrowed  by  order  of  the  Congrefs,  on  the  3d  of  June  laft, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Resolved ,  i  hat  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania,  or  any  three  of  them,  for 
contingent  fervices,  and  that  out  of  the  fame,  be  paid  the  experr- 
fes  incurred  for  raifing  and  arming  the  rifle  companies,  and  forex- 
p re ffes  and  other  fmall  charges,  of  which  the  Congrefs  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  exa&  accounts  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee 
do  lay  before  the  Congrefs,  at  their  next  meeting,  an  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  that  matter. 

Whereas,  at  a  former  Congrefs  it  was  refolved,  that,  if  certain 
acts  or  parliament,  in  the  continental  affociation  enumerated  and 
complained  ol,  fhould  not  be  repealed  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of 
September,  1775,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  Colonies  would 
not,  direCtly  or  indirectly,  export  any  merchandize  or  commodity 
wiiati oever,  to  Great-Bntaiu,  Ireland,  or  the  WYft-Indies  ;  and  as 
lome  doubts  have  arifen  with  relpeCt  to  the  true  fpirit  and  conftruc- 
tion  of  faid  rcfolve  ;  to  the  end,  that  fuch  doubts  may  be  removed. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  under  the  prohibition,  in  the  faid  affociation 
contained,  to  export  to,  or  import  from,  the  iflands  of  Great-Bri- 
tuin  and  Ireland,  this  Congrefs  intends  to  comprize  all  exportation 
to,  or  importation  from,  the  iflands  of  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Al¬ 
derney,  and  Man,  and  every  European  ifland  and  fettlement  with¬ 
in  the  Britifn  dominions  ;  and  that  under  the  denomination  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  this  Congrefs  means  to  comprehend  all  the  Weff- 
India  iflands,  Britifh  and  foreign,  to  whatever  ftate,  power,  or 
prince  belonging,  or  by  whomfoever  governed,  and  alfo  the  Sum¬ 
mer  iflands,  Bahama  iflands,  Berbicia  and  Surinam  on  the  Main, 
and  every  illand  and  fettlement  within  the  latitude  of  the  fouthern 
line  of  Georgia  and  the  equator. 

Adjourned  to  Tuefday,  the  fifth  of  September  next. 

Phe  above  is  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con¬ 
gress,  from  their  meeting  on  the  tenth  of  May ,  to  this  time , 
except  that  seme  resolutions ,  relative  to  military  operations , 
carrying  on ,  arc  omitted .  John-  Hancock,  President . 

C II  A  P.  L  E  S  T II 0  M  P  S  0 N ,  Sec'rV* 

'  o 


JOURNALS 


OF 


CONGRESS. 


V/ednesday ,  September  5,  1775. 

GREEABLE  to  adjournment,  the  preftdent  and  a  number  of 
the  members  met,  but  there  not  being  fufticient  to  enter 
upon  bufinefs,  the  Gongrefs  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Wednefday  the  13th, 

><2>< 


Wednesday,  September  13,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  province  of  Georgia,  having  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent 
that  colony  in  Gongrefs,  and  three  of  the  delegates  attending,  their 
credentials  were  produced,  read,  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows : 

Georgia.  The  alarming  and  critical  fituation  of  affairs  upon  the 
continent  of  America,  having,  at  length,  roufed  the  attention  of  this 
province,  and  the  feveral  inhabitants  thereof,  being  delirous  of 
uniting  with  their  fitter  colonies  in  the  great  and  important  caufe, 
a  general  eleffion  was  held  throughout  the  province  for  delegates 
to  fit  in  provincial  Gongrefs;  and  the  faid  delegates  having  fo  met 
in  Savannah,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  proceeded  upon  the  conix- 
deration  of  fuch  bufinefs  as  appeared  to  be  fit  and  neceffary ;  and 
among  other  things,  they  made  choice  of  five  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  province  in  the  grand  continental  Gongrefs,  now  fitting  in 
Philadelphia,  viz.  Archibald  Bullock,  Efq;  John  Houfton,  Efq; 
the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  Efq;  and  Lyman  Hall, 
Efq;  Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  and  we,  the  feveral  delegates  for 
the  different  parifhes  and  diftri&s  in  this  province,  in  provincial  Con- 
grefs  affembled,  do  hereby  declare  the  faid  Archibald  Bullock,  and 
John  Houfton,  Efqrs;  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones, 
and  Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs;  duly  and  fairly  eleffed,  as  the  delegates  for 
this  province  ;  and  we  do  authorize  and  require  the  faid  Archibald 
Bullock,  and  John  Houfton,  Efqrs;  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wim¬ 
berly  Jones,  and  Lyman  ITall,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  of  them,  imme¬ 
diately  to  repair  to  the  faid  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  thereto  take 
their  feats  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  in  the 
general  Gongrefs  now  fitting,  to  do,  tranfad,  join,  and  concur  with 
the  feveral  delegates  from  the  other  colonies  and  provinces  upon 
this  continent,  in  all  fuch  matters  and  things  as  fhall  appear  eligible 
and  fit,  at  this  alarming  time,  for  the  prefervation  and  defence  of 
cur  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  the  reftoration  ol  harmony  upon 
conftitutional  principles,  between  Great-Britain  and  America, 

And  we  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Archibald  Bullock,  and  John 
Houfton,  Efqrs;  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  W imberlv  Jones,  and 
Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  of  them,  inwhofe  fidelity,  honour. 
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and  ability  we  very  much  confide,  our  full  and  whole  power  in  the 
premiles  ;  and  do  promife  and  engage,  in  behalf  of  ourfelves  and  our 
conlhtuents  relpedtively,  (the  inhabitants  oi  the  province  of  Geor¬ 
gia)  under  the  i acred  ties  of  virtue,  honour,  and  love  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  to  abide  by,  enforce,  and  carry  into  execution,  or  endeavour, 
at  the  rifque  and  expenfe  of  life  and  property  fo  to  do,  all  and  what- 
ioever  our  laid  delegates,  or  any  three  of  them,  in  concurrence  with 
the  red  ol  the  delegates  from  the  feveral  colonies  and  provinces 
upon  this  continent,  lhall  refolve  and  agree  upon,  or,  as  lhall  be 
agreed  and  relolved  upon  by  the  faid  continental  Congrefs,  now  fit¬ 
ting  in  Philadelphia  aiorelaid,  while  our  faid  delegates  or  any  three 
of  them  lhall  be  fo  fitting. 

Signed  in  provincial  Congrefs,  this  fifteenth  day  of  Tuly,  1 775. 
by  5  3  members. 

I  he  delegates  from  Virginia,  appointed  by  a  convention  of  that 
c  olony,  at  Richmond,  Augull  1  1,  1775,  produced  their  credentials, 
which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  ; 


Virginia ,  In  Convention,  August  1  1,  1775. 
d  he  convention  being  about  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  deputies 
to  reprelent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Eiq;  exprelfed  his  moll  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  honour 
done  him  in  two  former  appointments  to  that  important  trull,  but, 
on  account  oi  the  declining  Hate  of  his  health,  entreated  to  be  ex- 
cufed  from  the  prelent  nomination,  which  excufe  being  accepted, 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are 
jufidy  due  to  George  Walhington,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Edmund 
Pendleton,  Eiqrs;  three  oi  the  worthy  deputies,  who  reprefented  this 
colony  in  the  late  continental  Congrefs,  for  their  faithful  difeharge 
ol  that  important  trull,  and  this  body  are  only  induced  to  difpenfe 
with  their  future  lervices  ot  the  like  nature,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  two  former  to  other  offices  in  the  public  fervice,  incom¬ 
patible  with  their  attendance  on  this,  and  the  infirm  Hate  of  health 
of  the  latter. 

1  he  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  deputies 
to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  for  one  year,  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  names  of  the  deputies 
to  he  appointed,  and  put  the  fame  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Robert 
Carter  Nicholas,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Adams  were 
appointed  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  upon  whom  the 
majority  fell,  who  retired,  and  after  fome  time,  returned  into  con¬ 
vention,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  according  to  order,  examined 
the  ballot-box,  and  that  the  numbers  appeared  as  follows: 

For  the  hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  89 

Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efq: 

Thomas  Jetferfon,  Efq; 

Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq; 

Thomas  Nelfon,  Efq; 

Richard  Bland,  Efq; 

George  Wythe,  Elq; 


88 

85 

83 

66 

61 

58 
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Resolved ,  That  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  JefFerfon,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Thomas  Nelfon,  Richard 
Bland,  and  George  Wythe,  Efqrs;  be  appointed  deputies  to  repre¬ 
fent  this  colony  in  general  Gongrcfs  for  one  year,  and  that  they  have 
power  to  meet  and  to  adjourn  for  fuch  time  and  to  fuch  place  or 
places  as  may  be  thought  mofi  proper. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  deputies,  or  any  four  of  them,  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  to  reprefent  this  colony. 

Saturday ,  August  12,  1775. 

Richard  Bland,  Efq;  returned  this  convention  his  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  the  great  honour  they  had  pleafed  a  third 
time  to  confer  on  him,  by  appointing  him  one  of  the  deputies  to  re¬ 
prefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  and  faid  this  frefh  inftance 
of  their  approbation  was  fufficient  for  an  old  man,  almoft  deprived 
of  fight,  whoie  greatefl  ambition,  Jiad  ever  been  to  receive  the  plau¬ 
dit  of  his  country,  whenever  he  fhould  retire  from  the  public  flage 
of  life  :  That  the  honorable  teflimony  he  lately  received  of  this 
approbation,  joined  with  his  prefent  appointment,  fhould  ever  ani¬ 
mate  him,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  to  fupport  the  glorious  caufe  in 
which  America  is  now  engaged,  but  that  his  advanced  age  rendered 
him  incapable  of  taking  an  adtive  part  in  thofe  weighty  and  impor¬ 
tant  concerns,  which  muff  neceffarily  be  agitated  in  the  great  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  United  Colonies;  and,  therefore,  begging  leave  to  de¬ 
cline  the  honour  they  had  been  pleafed  to  confer  on  him,  and  defir¬ 
ing  that  fome  perfon,  more  fit  and  able,  might  fupply  his  place. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are 
juftly  due  to  the  faid  Richard  Bland,  Efq;  one  of  the  worthy  depu¬ 
ties  who  reprefented  this  colony  in  the  late  continental  Congrefs, 
for  his  faithful  difcharge  of  that  important  truft,  and  this  body  are 
only  induced  to  difpenfe  with  his  future  fervices  of  the  like  nature, 
on  account  of  his  advanced  age. 

Tuesday,  August  15,  1775. 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  to  re¬ 
prefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  Richard 
Bland,  Efq;  who  hath  refigned,  and  the  members  having  prepared 
tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  deputy  to  be  appointed,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  on  whom  the 
majority  fell  ;  who  retired,  and  after  fome  time  reported,  that  the 
numbers  flood  as  follows: 


Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efq;  37 
Carter  Braxton,  Efq;  35 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efq;  be  appoin¬ 
ted  a  deputy  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs. 

(Signed)  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  the  convention. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland  alfo  produced  the  credentials  of 
their  appointment,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  feveral  counties 
of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  Wednef- 
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day,  the  26th  ol' July,  1775,  and  continued  till  the  14th  day  of  Au- 
guff  in  the  fame  year  : 

Resolved,,  1  hat  the  honorable  Matthew  Til  glim  an,  Efq;  and 
i  homas  Johnlon,  jun.  Robert  Goldfborough,  William  Paca,  Sa¬ 
muel  Chalc,  Thomas  Stone,  and  John  Hall,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  or 
more  oi  them,  be  deputies  to  repreient  this  province  in  continental 
Congrefs,  and  that  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  have  full 
and  ample  power  to  confent  and  agree  to  all  meafures,  which  fuch 
Congrels  fhall  deem  neceffary  and  effeHual  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of 
American  grievances ;  and  further,  we  do  authorife  our  faid  depu¬ 
ties,  to  repreient  and  act  for  this  province  in  any  continental  Con- 
grels,  which  may  be  held  before  the  25th  day  of  March  next. 

(Signed)  Qm  Ruvall,  clerk. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  only  172,520  dollars  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  paymaftejtrgeneral  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  that  the  general  was  under  great 
difficulty  for  want  of  money  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  do  immediately 
fend,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the  paymafter-general,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  the  fum  of  527,480  dollars, 
which,  with  that  fent,  will  make  up  the  fum  of  700,000  dollars  vo¬ 
ted  at  the  laff  feffion. 

Sundry  letters  received  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  were  pro¬ 
duced  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Wafhington,  No.  4,  and  5,  with  fundry  en- 
clofed  papers  ;  four  from  general  Schuyler,  16th  and  2  Iff  of  July, 
and  2d  and  3  Iff  of  Auguft,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed. 

One  from  Meffrs.  L.  Morris,  and  J.  Wilfon,  of  6th  September. 

One  from  G.  Bedford,  deputy  muffer-maffer  general,  with  en¬ 
clofed  papers. 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  the  deputies  of  the  feveral  diffricts  in  the 
ifland  of  Bermuda,  dated  12th  of  Auguft,  with  an  account  of  the 
provifions  imported  and  expended  in  that  illand,  for  three  years 
laff  paft,  taken  from  the  cuifom-houfe  books,  and  an  eftimate  of  the 
provifions  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants  for  one  year. 

A  memorial  from  James  Stewart  and  Samuel  Jackfon,  owners 
of  the  lhip  Friendlhip,  Thomas  Jann,  maffer,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  letting  forth  that  the  faid  ffiip,  on  the  28th  of 
Auguft  laff,  failed  from  Maryland  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  but 
being  overtaken  by  the  late  ftorm,  ihe  was  driven  oil  Ihoals  and 
much  damaged,  and  got  into  Hampton  road,  with  the  lofs  of  all 
her  malls  ;  and  praying  that  the  memorialifts  may  be  allowed  to 
unload  faid  (hip,  and  tb  »t  after  being  refitted,  file  may  take  the 
laid  cargo  on  board,  and  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  above  memorial, 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  cargo  be  unloaded  under  the  infpedtion 
of  the  committee  of  Norfolk,  and  that  the  faid  Chip,  being  refitted, 
be  allowed  to  take  laid  cargo  on  board  again,  and  proceed  on  her 
voyage  ;  and  in  cafe,  on  examination,  the  faid  lhip  is  condemned  as 
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unfit  for  fea,  that  the  fa  id  cargo  be  put  on  board  fome  other  vef- 
fel,  under  the  infpection  of  the  committee  aforefaid,  and  exported. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  on 
board  the  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  capt.  N.  Falconer,  from  London, 
fundry  cafes,  containing  his  books,  papers  and  houfehold  furniture, 
which  were  in  his  ufe  when  he  lived  in  London,  and  which  were 
imported  for  his  own  ufe,  and  not  for  fale  ;  and  it  being  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Congrefs,  whether  fuch  importation  is 
comprehended  within  the  firff  article  of  affociation, 

Resolved ,  That  fuch  importation  is  not  to  be  comprehended 
within  the  meaning  of  the  faid  firff  article  of  the  affociation,  and 
that  the  faid  books,  papers  and  furniture  may  be  landed  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  owner. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Weftmoreland, 
in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday ,  September  14,  1775. 

A  number  of  letters  received  by  feveral  members,  during  the 
recefs  of  Congrefs,  being  produced,  were  read : 

Firff,  A  letter  from  Jofeph  Hawley,  Elq;  excufing  his  not  add¬ 
ing  as  a  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs,  on  account  of  his  bad  ffate 
of  health. 

Second,  A  letter  from  Elifha  Phelps,  appointed  a  commiffary 
for  the  northern  army  by  governor  Trumbull,  in  purfuance  of  an 
order  of  Congrefs,  together  with  a  copy  of  his  commiffion  and 
appointment. 

Third,  A  letter  from  J.  Reade,  Efq;  fecret.ary  to  general  Wafh- 
ington,  among  other  things,  intimating  the  defire  of  the  general, 
that  the  cloathing  lately  intercepted  by  the  committee  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  fhould  be  forwarded  to  the  camp  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  army. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  cloathing  be  immediately  forwarded, 
under  a  proper  guard,  by  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania,  to  gene¬ 
ral  Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  American  army. 

Fourth,  A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  in  New-York, 
with  an  enciofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Wafhington  : 

Thefe  being  taken  into  confideration  ; 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  prepare  and  lay 
before  the  Congrefs  to-morrow,  an  account  of  the  powder,  belong- 
ingto  the  United  Colonies,  received,  and  how  it  is  difpofed  of,  alfo 
an  account  of  all  the  powder  now  in  this  city. 

Resolved ,  That  Edward  Flemming,  Efq.  be  appointed  deputy 
adjutant-general  for  the  army  in  the  New-York  or  northern  de¬ 
partment,  with  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  and  that  the  prendent  make 
out  a  commiffion  for  him  accordingly,  and  forward  the  fame  by 
the  firh  opportunity. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  forward  to  general  Schuyler,  four 
hundred  blank  commifiions  for  the  officers  in  his  army,  to  be  by 
him  filled  up,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs. 
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.  Fllti’’  Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  which  being  taken 
into  connderation, 

t  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Stringer,  Efq;  be  appointed  dire&or  of 
toe  holpital,  and  chief  phyfician,  and  furgeon,  for  the  artny  in  the 
northern  department. 

}  *!at  t!ie  PaY  °/  the  faid  Samuel  Stringer,  as  dire&or,  phyfician, 
and  lurgeon,  be  four  dollars  per  day. 

* iiat  he  authorized  and  have  power  to  appoint  a  number  of 
burgeons’  mates  under  him,  not  exceeding  four. 

hat  the  pay  of  faid  mates  be  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  day. 
i  hat  the  number  be  not  kept  in  conilant  pay,  unlefs  the  fick 
and  wounded  be  fo  numerous  as  to  require  the  conftant  attendance 
ei  iour,  and  to  be  diminilhed  as  circumftances  will  admit,  for  which 

.e  Aon  tffi  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay 
ior  a  dual  fervice. 

c  1  hat  the  deputy  commiffary -general  be  diredled  to  pay  dodor 
Stringer  for  the  medicines  he  has  purchafed  for  the  life  of  the  army, 
and  that  hi  pui  chafe  and  forward  fuch  other  medicines  as  general 
Schuyler  (hall,  by  his  warrant,  direft,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  army. 

That  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Lewis,  be  a  committee  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fupplying  the 
continental  army  with  medicines. 

Ihe  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  appointed,  at  the  laft  feflion,  a 
committee  to  fettle  and  pay  the  expenfes  incurred  for  raifing  and 
arming  the  rifle  companies,  as  well  as  thofe  incurred  in  confequence 
of  a  refolve  for  raifing  a  company  of  huffars,  and  for  expreffes,  See. 
informed  the  Congrefs,  that  on  account  of  fundry  difficulties,  they 
dd  n o l  executed  that  lervice,  and  defired  that  fome  members  from 
other  colonies,  where  debts  have  been  contra&ed,  may  be  added; 
whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Jay, 
mul  Mi.  Deane,  be  added  to  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  and 
tiidt  any  five  of  them  be  a  quorum  to  fettle  and  pay  the  above  ac¬ 
counts,  and  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  Congrefs. 

I  he  delegates  from  the  colony  of  Georgia,  informed  the  Congrefs, 
uIl  agreeable  to  an  order  from  their  conflituents,  they  had  fundry 
PaPej  s  from  that  colony  to  lay  before  the  Congrefs. 

I  he  papers,  being  produced,  wrere  read. 

I  he  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  northern  depart¬ 
ment,  having  tranfmitted  to  the  Congrefs  the  minutes  of  a  treaty 
held  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  in  Auguft,  the.  fame  were 
read. 

1  he  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  letter  recei¬ 
ved  from  Melfrs.  L.  Morris  and  J.  W  il ion,  of  the  6th  inflant. 

Resolved ,  i  hat  col.  Lewis  Morris,  irho  is  now  at  Pittfburg,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  a£l  as  a  commiffioner  for  Indian  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  middle  department,  at  the  treaty  propofed  to  be  held 
there  on  the  23d  inflant,  Dr.  Franklin,  the  (landing  commiffioner, 
not  being  able  to  attend. 
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Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  MefTrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon, 
and  inform  them  of  the  foregoing  refolution. 

'  Adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

F rid  at ,  September  15,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  be  appointed  a  commiffion- 
er  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of  P. 
Henry,  Efq;  who  has  declined  that  fervice. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  informed  the  Gongrels,  that  when 
the  convention  of  that  colony  agreed  to  enter  into  the  continental 
alfociation,  they  refolved,  among  other  things,  u  that  if  any  veffel 
arrived  from  Great-Rritain,  between  the  fixth  day  of  July  and  the 
fixth  of  Auguft,  the  goods  imported  fliould,  at  the  option  of  the 
importer,  either  be  re -{hipped,  or  put  into  {lore,  and  there  remain 
until  the  Gongrefs  determined  what  fliould  be  done  with  them” — 
That  during  that  time  two  velfels  had  arrived  with  goods,  which 
were  flared;  they  therefore  defiredthe  determination  of  the  Gongrefs 
on  that  matter. 

After  lome  debate  thereon, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Georgia, 
to  caufe  the  cargoes,  which  have  arrived  there  from  Great-Britain 
or  Ireland,  between  the  fixth  day  of  July  and  the  fixth  day  of  Au¬ 
guft,  at  the  election  of  the  proprietors,  either  to  be  fent  back  or 
fold  at  public  audlion  ;  that  out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  fuch 
Tales,  the  proprietors  or  {flippers,  be  paid  the  prime  coft  of  faid  car¬ 
goes,  and  all  charges  attending  the  fame,  and  that  the  overplus  be 
retained  by  the  faid  convention,  and  by  them  applied  toward  put¬ 
ting  their  province  into  a  pofture  of  defence. 

Adj  ourned  till  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- - 

SaYurdat,  September  16,  1775. 

The  delegates  from  New-Hampfhire  attended  in  Gongrefs,  and 
produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are 
as  follows : 

Colony  of  New -Hampshire,  in  Congress ,  at  Exeter ,  August  23,  1775. 

Voted ,  That  colonel  Jofiah  Bartlet  be  appointed  in  the  room  and 
(lead  of  John  Sullivan,  Efq;  now  engaged  in  the  army,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  captain  John  Langdon,  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the 
Gongrefs  of  the  United  Colonies  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  either  of 
them,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other,  have  full  power  to  reprefent  this 
colony  at  faid  Gongrefs. 

(Signed)  Matthew  Thornton ,  prefident. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal, 

Atteft,  j E.  Thomson ,  fecretary. 

The  Gongrefs  refumed  the  coiifideration  of  the  letters  from  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  No.  4,  5,  and  6,  and  one  fince  received,  but  not 
numbered  ;  and  after  debate, 
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Resolved ,  That  the  further  confideration  of  them  be  deferred  till 
Monday  next. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Wednefday  next,  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  next,  nine  o’clock. 


Mondat,  September  18,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  riflemen. 
See.  laid  belore  the  Congrefs  the  account  of  Mr.  Weft  and  Mr. 
JDonaldion,  amounting  to  5303|^  dollars,  money  by  them  advanced 
ior  the  purchafe  of  rifles  and  fliirts,  Sec.  for  the  privates  of  leveral 
companies,  which  is  charged  to  the  refpedtive  companies,  and  for 
blankets  and  ammunition  fupplied  them,  which  is  charged  to  the 
continent,  which  account  the  committee  have  examined  and  find  juft. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  pay  the  above  account. 

An  exprefs  arriving  with  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated 
Ifle-aux-Noix,  September  8th,  and  the  fame  being  read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington,  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  take  into  confidera¬ 
tion  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Tuesdat ,  September  19,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  publifh  an  authentic  account  of  the 
intelligence  received. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
jay,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  general 
Schuyler. 

A  motion  being  made  in  behalf  of  one  col.  John  Fenton,  who  had 
been  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  for 
being  concerned  in  meafures  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  Americans, 
and  who,  by  order  of  the  general,  now  remains,  on  his  parole,  a 
pri loner  at  Hartford  ;  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland. 

Resolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  inftrinfted  to  difcharge 
the  faid  col.  John  Fenton  from  cuftody,  on  his  giving  his  parole 
of  honour  to  proceed  to  NeV-York,  and  from  thence  to  Great-Bri- 
tain  or  Ireland,  and  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  good  people  of 
this  continent. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  take  into  confide¬ 
ration  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington. 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


’  £ 

%j  i 


IVednesdat,  September  20,  177. 

Resolved ,  That  the  p re fident  write  to  the  provincial  convention 
of  New-Yorkj  or  the  committee  of  fafety,  dire  cling  them  immedi- 
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ately  to  equip  and  fend  forward  the  whole  of  the  troops  ordered  to 
be  raifed,  to  join  general  Schuyler,  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  general  Schuy¬ 
ler,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  debated,  corrected  and  ap¬ 
proved, 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  figned  by  the  prefident  and  forwarded  im¬ 
mediately. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  general  Schuyler’s  letter,  and  of  the 
enclofed  papers,  and  of  the  letters  lent  to  general  Schuyler,  be  im¬ 
mediately  forwarded  to  general  Wafhington. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  gen. 
Wafhington. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Gridly  have  a  commiffion  as  a  colonel  of 
the  artillery. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier-general  be  deferred  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  fubjecftof  trade  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday  September  21,  1775. 

The  committee  of  accounts  laid  before  the  Congrefs  fundry  ac¬ 
counts,  viz. 

An  account  of  Timothy  Matlack,  employed  as  a  clerk,  amount¬ 
ing  to  1 62  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Milligan,  for  furidry  fail  cloth,  Ruffia 
fheeting,  oznabrigs,  See.  bought  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Wilfon,  by 
order  of  the  Congrefs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army,  amount¬ 
ing  to  4842  dollars. 

An  account  from  the  committee  of  Berks,  advanced  for  fundry 
rifle  companies,  amounting  to  5  52 1-1  dollars,  inefuding  a  confidera- 
ble  fum  advanced  to  colonel  Thompfon. 

Ordered ,  That  the  two  firfh  be  paid  immediately,  and  that  the 
laft  be  referred  back  to  the  committee,  for  examination,  and  if 
found  juft,  that  they  pay  it. 

Resolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier-general  be  deferred. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  general’s  let¬ 
ters,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

Resolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  ordered  to  iffue  commif- 
fions  to  majors  Box,  Scammel,  and  Brewer,  as  brigade-majors. 

That  the  pay  of  the  judge-advocate  in  the  army  in  the  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  for  himfelf  and  his  clerk,  be  fifty  dollars  per  month, 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  confideration 
the  memorial  of  the  commiffary-general,  aijd  report  their  opinion 
on  the  beft  means  of  fupplying  the  army  with  provifions. 

The  ballots  being  brought  in  and  examined,  the  following  perfons 
were  ele&ed,  viz.  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton, 
Mr.  Cufhing,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

* Resolved ,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  nominate 
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and  appoint  a  proper  perfon  to  the  office  of  brigade-major,  in  the 
ami)  uno-ci  his  command,  and  to  iffue  a  commifhon  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  wi-11  to-morrow  take  into  coniide- 
ration  the  Fate  of  the  trade  of  North-America. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

• - «££*»»— - 

Friday, ,  September  22,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  Andrew 
M‘Nair,  door-keeper,  for  his  fervice,  amounting  to  57.8  dollars,  is 
reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  the  committee  of  fafety  in  New-York,  with  fundn, 
papers  enclofed. 

One  from  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  dated  Pittfburgh,  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed. 

The  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  having  informed  the 
Congrefs  that  they  have  taken  into  cullody  major  Rogers,  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  king’s  fervice, 

Resolved ,  That  in  cafe  the  committee  find  nothing  againft  major 
Rogers,  except  that  of  his  being  a  half-pay  officer,  he  be  difcharged, 
on  giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
America  in  the  prefent  controverfy  between  Great-Britain  and 
America. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America,  and  report  their  opinion. 

That  the  committee  ccnfift  of  feven. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  perfons 
were  chofen,  viz.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Randolph,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Willing. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  William 
Shad,  amounting  to  48  dollars,  for  his  fervices  as  meffenger,  laft 
feffion,  is  reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  account  be  paid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Saturday,  September  23,  17  75. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  purchafe  a  quanti¬ 
ty  of  woolen  goods  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  to  the  amount  of  five 
thoufand  pounds  ftcrling. 

That  the  laid  goods, .when  bought,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
quarter  mafters-general  of  the  continental  armies,  and  that  the  fame 
be  by  them  fold  out  to  the  private  foldiers  of  faid  armies,  at  prime 
coft  and  charges,  including  a  commilfion  of  five  per  centum  to  the 
faid  quarter  mafters-general  for  their  trouble. 

That  the  committee  conlift  of  five. 

The  ballot  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  members 
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were  chofen  :  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Deane, 

and  Mr.  Langdon.  .  r 

The  committee  of  claims  produced  two  receipts  for  money  re¬ 
ceived  of  James  Whitehead.  .  r  _  vn 

One  figned  by  Richard  Brown,  a  captain  of  one  of  the  rifle  com¬ 
panies  from  Maryland,  for  fifty  pounds  Pennfylvama  currency, 

°The  other  figned  by  Michael  Creffop,  a  captain  of  the  other  rifle 
company  from  Maryland,  for  one  hundred  pounds  Pennsylvania 
currency,  266§  dollars,  received  for  the  ule  of  their  refpeclive  com¬ 
panies,  marching  to  Cambridge  in  the  continental  fenace.  . 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid  to  James  Whitehead, 

and  charged  to  the  refpedtive  companies. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means 
of  fupplying  the  army  with  medicines,  do  buy  a  parcel  of  drugs  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Rapalje,  which  he  offers  at  the  prime  cor:. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Mohdat,  September  25,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 
Waffling  ton,  No.  5,  and  6,  and  two  others  not  numbered. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 

0  T  * 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  members 
were  chofen,  viz.  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Ada,;^. 

The  committee  of  claims  having  represented  to  the  Congrels, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  order  of  Congrels,  datea  tne  hit  ot 
Auguft  laft,  they  have  drawn  out  of  the  treafury  the  fum  ox  10,000 
dollars,  and  that  over  and  above,  they  have  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
ers  for  the  further  fum  of  1,926-J  dollars,  to  difcharge  fundi y  ac¬ 
counts,  which  the  Congrefs  ordered  them  to  pay,  they  therexord 
move  that  the  Congrefs  will  iffue  an  order  for  the  fame  to  indem¬ 
nify  the  treafurers. 

The  Congrefs  taking  this  matter  into  conhderation,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  committee’s  draught  for  the  above  fum  oe 
deemed  valid,  and  allowed  good  in  the  treafurer’s  accounts. 

As  accounts  are  brought  in  different  from  thofe  committed  to  tnc 
foregoing  committee  to  liquidate,  and  as  it  is  proper  that  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  continent  be  put  into  a  proper  train  ot  liquidation 

and  fettlement,  in  order  for  payment, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  accounts  or  claims  be  now  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confifl:  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  United  Cobnuts, 
to  whom  all  accounts  againftthe  continent  are  to  be  referred,  who 
are  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  lame,  in  eider  foi  payment, 

feven  of  them  to  be  a  quorum.  _  . 

That  the  committee  confifl:  of  the  following  members,  viz.  ivir. 
Langdon,  Mr.  Cufhing,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Dease,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr,  Jchnfon,  Mr.  JNohon,  Mr. 
Gadfden,  and  Mr.  Zubly. 
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.That  the  former  committee  deliver  to  the  committee  now  an- 
pointed,  all  the  books,  accounts,  and  papers  in  their  hands. 

I  he  delegates  from  Pennfylvania  produced  an  account  of  the 
powder  imported,  and  how  it  has  been  difpofed  of. 

i  he  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  Meflrs 
orris  and  Willon,  of  14th  September,  with  the  enclofed  papers, 
and  after  lome  debate,  the  fame  was  referred  till  to-morrow. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday  September  26,  1775. 

.  The  ord£r  of  the  day  was  called  for,  but  as  the  delegates  for  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Pennfylvania  were  not  prefent,  the  confideration  of  the 

letters  and  papers  from  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon  was  deferred  till 
to-morrow. 

.  ^  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  general  Wafh- 

mgton  s  letters  reported  the  fame,  which  was  read,  debated  and  a- 
greed  to. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  being  tranfcribed,  be  figned  by  the  prefi- 
dent,  and  be  forwarded  immediately. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journal  of  the  Congrefs 
during  the  laft  feihons,  in  order  for  the  prefs,  reported  a  copy,  which 
was  in  part  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  be  read  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday  September  27,  1775. 

1  he  committee  of  claims  applied  to  the  Congrefs  for  advice  how 
to  charge  fundry  accounts,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confider¬ 
ation, 

Resolved,  That  the  expenfe  of  kettles,  canteens,  and  fpoons,  fup- 
piicd  to  the  foldiers  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

Resolved,  I  hat  the  fum  of  160,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Connecti¬ 
cut,  for  fupplies  iffued  by  that  colony  for  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Colonies,  to  be  accounted  for  by  them. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  were  reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

A  balance  due  to  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mailer,  amounting  to 
887t~  of  a  dollar. 

An  account  of  George  Frank,  for  riding  exprefs,  amounting  to 
38  dollars. 

An  account  of  the  committee  of  Northampton  county,  for  mo¬ 
ney  advanced  for  fundry  rifle  companies,  amounting  to  3182||.  of 
a  dollar. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

f  be  Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  the  journals  of  the  laid  fefhons,  and  the 
fame  being  read, 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  journal,  as  now  corrected,  be  publilhed  by  the 
fecretary,  and  that  he  fuperintend  and  correct  the  prefs. 


,r-:.  . 
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A  memorial  of  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance,  was  prefented  and 
read,  fetting  forth,  that  they  had  chartered  a  veffel  to  carry  a  load 
of  wheat,  that  the  faid  veffel  in  going  from  Philadelphia  to  Chefter- 
Town,  Maryland,  was  loft  in  the  late  ftorrn,  by  which  they  were 
prevented  from  exporting,  before  the  10th  of  September,  the  cargo 
which  they  had  actually  purchafed ;  and  therefore  praying  for  li¬ 
berty  to  export  the  cargo  to  a  foreign  port. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  refpeCting  an  application  made  to  them  by  a  captain, 
for  leave  to  take  a  cargo  of  flour  to  Glocefter,  in  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Friday. 

Friday ,  September  29,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  21ft  of  September, 
with  fundry  enclofed  papers,  being  received  by  exprefs,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

A  balance  due  to  John  Powell,  for  riding  exprefs,  amounting  to 
45|-  dollars. 

An  account  of  Matthias  Slough,  for  money  advanced  to  the  rifle 
companies,  amounting  to  710|~t  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Alexander  for  riding  exprefs,  a  balance 
due  to  him,  amounting  to  172|~jj-  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  when  any  accounts  are  ordered  to  be  paid,  the 
orders  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  and  figned  by  the  prefident. 

Resolved ,  That,  a  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to 
repair  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  to  confer  with  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  and  with  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  lieute¬ 
nant-governor  of  Rhode-Ifland,  the  council  of  Maffachufetts,  and 
the  preftdenlyof  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  luch  other 
perlons  as,  to  the  faid  committee  fhall  feem  proper,  touching  the 
moft  effectual  method  of  continuing,  fupporting,  and  regulating  a 
continental  army. 

Resolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  faid  committee  be  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday^  September  30,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee,  and  the 
ballots  being  examined,  Mr.  Lynch  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  found 
to  be  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  two  other  members 
having  an  equal  number, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  proceed  to  the  election  of  another 

member  for  the  committee,  and  that  this  rule  be  obferved  in  all 
ftmilar  cafes; 
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Accordingly,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  committee  of  examina¬ 
tion  reported,  that  Mr.  Harrifon  is  duly  ele&ed. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  inftrudtions  for  the  above  committee. 

I  he  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  members  were"  chofen, 
Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  and 
Mr.  S,  Adams. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Walhington,  by  ex- 
prels,  of  the  relolution  of  Congrefs,  appointing  a  committee  to 
wait  on  him,  in  order  to  confult  with  him,  touching  the  moft  ef¬ 
fectual  method  of  continuing,  lupporting,  and  regulating-  a  conti¬ 
nental  army. 

1  hat  a  letter  to  the  fame  import  be  written  to  the  governor  of 
Connecticut,  and  that  the  prefident  therein  requefi:  him,  in  cafe  he 
cannot  himfelr  attend,  that  he  will  appoint  a  perfon  to  reprefent 
that  colony,  and  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Congrefs  on  the 
fubjedts  intruded  to  them. 

1  hat  like  letters  be  written  to  the  council  of  MalTachufetts-Bay, 
and  to  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  to  the  prefi¬ 
dent  of  the  convention  of  New-Hamplhire. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

A  certificate  prefented  by  William  Hall,  figned  by  captain  Da¬ 
niel  Morgan,  for  neceffaries  furniihed  by  George  Kyfer  to  his  com¬ 
pany;  another  certificate  prefented  by  faidW.  Hall,  and  figned  by 
laid  D.  Morgan,  for  neceffaries  furniihed  his  company  by  Melheck 
Sexton,  both  the  above  fums  amounting  in  the  whole  to  71-J  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  charged  to  faid  Morgan’s  company. 

An  account  of  neceffaries  furniihed  by  John  Jordan,  of  Lancaf- 
ter,  for  captain  Rofs  and  captain  Smith’s  companies  of  riflemen, 
amounting  to  432  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conlider  the  trade  of  America, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Monday 
next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday ,  October  2,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  trade,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ffiate  of 
the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

That  the  above  report  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruHions,  reported  a 
draught,  which  being  read  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed 
to.  , 

Ordered ,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  general. 
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Resolved ,  That  where  the  word  month  is  ufe'd,  the  Congrefs 
means  calendar  month,  by  which  the  pay  of  the  men  in  the  fervice 
of  the  continent  is  to  be  regulated. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  fecond  lieutenants  in  the  march¬ 
ing  regiments  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  firfl  lieutenants. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday ,  October  3,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid  : 

The  account  of  Frederick  Sicking  for  56  reams  of  paper  for  the 
continental  currency,  amounting  to  388-J  dollars. 

The  account  of  Samuel  Bonghman,  for  the  entertainment  of 
captain  Rofs’s  company,  amounting  to  14.1  dollars. 

Two  accounts  from  the  committee  of  Trenton  for  waggonage 
and  fundry  exprefles,  amounting,  together,  to  the  fum  of  103-J. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Cafper  Weitzal,  for  expenfes  for 
diet  and  provifions  for  captain  Lowden’s  company  of  riflemen, 
amounting,  together,  to  the  fum  of  44.6  dollars. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Miles  and  Wilier,  for  necelTaries 
furnifhed  by  John  Harris,  jun.  and  Elias  Younkman,  to  captain 
Lowden’s  company  of  riflemen,  amounting  to  96  dollars,  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  company. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. , 

The  committee  of  claims  further  reported  an  account  of  Frede¬ 
ric  Blankenberg  and  Leonard  Stein,  retained  as  huffars,  on  which 
they  defired  to  know  the  determination  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above-named  Frederic  Blankenberg  and  Leo¬ 
nard  Stein  be  allowed  to  retain  the  cloaths  made  for  them,  and  that 
over  and  above,  they  be  paid  16  dollars  each,  for  the  time  they  were 
retained  in  fervice.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  contrafl  for  fuch  quan¬ 
tities  of  beef  and  pork  as  may  be  thought  proper  by  the  general, 
and  have  the  fame  falted  up  in  convenient  houfes  near  the  camp, 
according  to  his  fcheme  recommended  by  the  general  to  the  conli- 
deration  of  the  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be 
immediately  fent  to  the  paym  after-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  the  MalTachufetts-Bay. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  who  are  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  camp,  be  requeued  to  take  the  charge  of  the  above  fum,  or  as 
much  of  it  as  they  conveniently  can. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenfes  of  the  committee  be  paid  out  of 
the  Continental  treafury. 

One  of  the  delegates  for  Rhode-Ifland  laid  before  the  Congrefs 
a  part  of  the  inftrudlions  given  them  by  their  two  houfes  of  legif- 
lature,  Auguft  26,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Friday  next,  take  the 
above  into  conlideration. 

Vol.  I.  G  % 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp, 
do  confer  with  Mr.  Rittenhoule,  and  enquire  of  him  whether  he 
apprehends  he  can  be  of  fervice  to  the  continent  as  an  engineer, 
and  it  he  can,  to  engage  him,  and  defire  he  would,  with  all  con¬ 
venient  fpeed,  repair  to  the  camp. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  this  Congrefs,  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  hate  of 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  4,  1775. 

The  committee  ot  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
following  account  ought  to  be  paid: 

^  n  account  of  the  committee  of  Bedford  county,  for  necefTa- 
ries  ini  nifhed  to  the  company  of  riflemen  raifed  therein,  amounting 
to  <  dollars,  of  which  ium  128~  dollars  ought  to  be  charged 
to  the  continent,  and  the  remaining  fum  of  62  6|  dollars  ought  to 
be  charged  to  captain  Robert  Cluggage’s  company,  as  fo  much  of 
their  pay  advanced  to  them. 

Ordered ,  T  hat  the  above  be  paid. 

J  wo  members  who  undertook  to  receive  and  count  the  money, 
for  which  an  order  palled  yefterday,  to  be  fent  to  the  pay  mafler- 
general,  reported  that  they  found  only  189,467  dollars  ready  in 
the  treafury,  which  .they  received,  and  have  packed  up  ready  to 
be  fent  forward,  for  which  they  gave  their  own  receipts,  and  now 
return  the  order  drawn  by  the  prefident. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  {fate 
of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time 
fp,  nt  therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re- 
p:  ued,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat- 
t  r  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  de- 
fired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved)  .1  hat  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  cv'vnmittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  confideration  the 
Rate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday)  October  5,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolded  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  bate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after 
fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
vTrd  reported,  that  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  they  de- 
fired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
th  Hate  o^’  the  track  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

bundry  letters  from  London  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and 
read. 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
plan  for  intercepting  two  veffels,  which  are  on  their  way  to  Canada, 
laden  with  arms  and  powder,  and  that  the  committee  proceed  on 
this  bufinefs  immediately. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid: 

An  account  of  Mrs.  Stille,  of  Trenton,  for  the  expenfes  of 
captain  Rofs,  and  others,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  Rofs,  until  he 
makes  it  appear  to  be  juft  and  reafonable,  that  the  fame  be  charged 
to  the  continent,  amounting  to  32||-  dollars. 

An  account  of  Charles  Axford,  for  provifions  for  captain  Rofs’s 
company,  amounting  to  8-d^-  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Charity  Britton,  for  provifions  for  the 
fame  company,  amounting  to  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Jofeph  Clunn,  for  provifions  for  the 
fame  company,  amounting  to  7|^-  dollars. 

An  account  of  William  and  Thomas  Bradford,  for  printing, 
amounting  to  178|-  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  Timothy  Matlack,  of  this  city,  be  employed 
as  a  {fore-keeper,  and  that  the  implements  provided  for  the  huf- 
fars,  and  the  tents  and  linen,  &x.  purchafed  for  the  army,  be  put 
under  his  care. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  intercepting  the 
two  veffels  bound  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  a  letter  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington,  to  in¬ 
form  him,  that  Congrefs  having  received  certain  intelligence  of 
the  failing  of  two  north  country  built  brigs,  of  no  force,  from 
England,  on  the  11th  of  Auguff  laft,  loaded  with  arms,  powder, 
and  other  {fores,  for  Quebec,  without  convoy,  which  it  being  cf 
importance  to  intercept,  defire  that  he  apply  to  the  council  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  the  two  armed  veffels  in  their  fervice,  and 
difpatch  the  fame,  with  a  fufhcient  number  of  people,  {fores,  See. 
particularly  a  number  of  oars,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  intercept  the 
faid  two  brigs  and  their  cargoes,  and  fecure  the  fame  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent  ;  alfo,  any  other  tranfports  laden  with  ammuni¬ 
tion,  cloathing,  or  other  {fores,  for  the  ufe  of  the  minifterial  army 
or  navy  in  America,  and  fecure  them  in  the  moft  convenient  places 
for  the  purpofe  abovementioned  ;  that  he  give  the  commander  or 
commanders  fuch  inftruffions  as  are  neceffary,  as  alfo  proper  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  marines  and  feamen,  that  fhall  be  fent  on  this 
enterprize,  which  i  n  ffru  eft-ion  s  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  commander 
or  commanders  fealed  up,  with  orders  not  to  open  the  fame  until 
out  of  fight  of  land,  on  account  of  fecrecy. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  faid  honourable  council,  to  put 
the  faid  veffels  under  the  general’s  command  and  direction,  and  to 
furnifh  him  inffantly  with  every  neceffary  in  their  power,  at  the  ex* 
penfe  of  the  continent. 
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i  hat^the  general  be  directed  to  employ  the  faid  vefTels  and  others, 
j,uaSe  necefTary,  to  effeCt  the  purpoies  aforefaid  ;  and  that  he 
oe^intormed  that  the  Rhode-Ifland  and  Connecticut  veflels  of  force 
win  be  lent  direCtly  to  their  affiflance. 

1  hat  a  letter  be  wrote  to  governor  Cooke,  informing  him  of  the 
above,  deli  ring  him  to  difpatch  one  or  both  the  armed  veffels  of 
tne  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  on  the  fame  fervice,  and  that  he  ufe  the 
precautions  above-mentioned. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  governor  Trumbull,  requeuing  of  him 
the  larg'eft  velTel  in  the  fervice  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  be 
fent  on  the  enterprize  alorefaid,  acquainting  him  with  the  above 
particulars,  and  recommending  the  fame  precautions. 

1  hat  the  faid  fhips  and  velTels  of  war  be  on  the  continental  rifque 
and  pay,  during  their  being  fo  employed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday ,  October  6,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  Ticonderoga,  25th  and 
28th  September,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read. 

Resolved,  1  hat  orders  ifiue  to  the  continental  treafurers,  to  col¬ 
led  for  continental  bills,  a  quantity  of  fiver  and  gold,  not  exceed- 
ing  53,200  doll.irs  in  value,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Canada. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  provincial  af« 
lemblies  or  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  to  ar- 
reif  and  fecure  every  perfon  in  their  refpeCtive  colonies,  whofe  go¬ 
ing  at  large  may,  in  their  opinion,  endanger  the  fafety  of  the  colony, 
or  the  liberties  of  America. 

Ordered ,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  laft  refolve  be  tranfmit- 
ted  by  the  delegates  to  proper  perfons  in  their  re fpe Clive  colonies. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  far  the  importation  of 
powder  be  direded  to  export,  agreeable  to  the  continental  affocia- 
tion,  as  much  provifions  or  other  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  as  they 
/ball  judge  expedient  for  the  purchafe  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

1  he  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  New- 
York,  refpeCting  the  fortifications  ordered  to  be  ercClcd  on  Hud- 
fons  river, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to¬ 
morrow  morning  an  anfwer  to  the  convention  of  New.- York. 

The  following  members  were  chofen  by  ballot,  viz.  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingflon. 

I  he  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  See .  brought  in  a  far¬ 
ther  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

7  he  order  of  the  day  was  renewed,  and  the  confideration  of  the 
infiruClions  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rlipde-Iiland,  referred  to  this 
day,  was  put  off  to  Monday  16th  inflant. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- - msOEO  O  - 

Saturday,  October  7,  1775. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  draw  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
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Francis  Lewis,  John  Alfop,  Thomas  Willing,  Silas  Deane,  and  John 
Langdon,  Efqrs;  for  the  fum  of  five  thoul'and  pounds  fterling,  to 
pay  for  the  goods  they  were  ordered  to  purchafe  lor  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  letter 
from  the  convention  of  New-York,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  provincial  convention  of  New-York  be  dire&ed  imme¬ 
diately  to  render  Hudfon’s  river  defenlible  ;  that  in  doing  this  they 
be  particularly  attentive  to  form  fuch  works  as  may  be  finilhed 
before  the  winter  fets  in.  As  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  hone 
work  can  be  properly  made  at  this  advanced  feafon,  it  is  lubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  faid  convention,  whether  it  could  not  be 
more  cheaply  and  expeditioufly  done  by  works  ot  w  ood  or  fafcines. 
If  they  Ihould  think  otherwife,  that  they  be  direaed  to  go  on  with 
the  work  in  the  way  which  they  think  bell,  fmce  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Congrefs  that  the  work  Ihould  by  no  means  be  negleCted. 

But  if  the  work  be  already  begun  on  the  plan  fent  us,  that  they 
render  fuch  parts  as  can  be  firft  finifhed  defenfible,  fo  that  the  la¬ 
bour  be  not  thrown  away,  if  an  attack  Ihould  be  made  before  the 
whole  can  be  finifhed. 

That  the  convention  be  directed  to  enquire  whether  there  are  not 
fome  other  places  where  fmall  batteries  might  be  erefled,  fo  as  to 
annoy  the  enemy  on  their  paffage,  particularly,  a  few  heavy  cannon 
at  or  near  Moore’s  houfe,  and  at  a  point  on  the  well  fhore,  a  little 
above  Verplank’s  point. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  faid  convention,  to  eftablifh,  at  pro¬ 
per  difiances,  polls  to  be  ready  to  give  intelligence  to  the  country, 
in  cafe  of  any  invafion,  or  by  fignals  to  give  alarms  in  cafe  of  dan¬ 
ger,  and  that  they  confer  with  the  aiTembiy  of  Connecticut,  and 
convention  of  New-Jerfey,  on  the  fpeedieff  manner  of  conveying 
intelligence  in  fuch  cafes,  and  receiving  affiftance  when  neceffary. 

That  the  convention  be  farther  dire&ed  to  take  the  mod  effec¬ 
tual  method  to  obfirufl  the  navigation  of  the  faid  river,  if,  upon  ex¬ 
amination,  they  find  it  pra&i  cable. 

Resolved ,  That  orders  be  fent  to  general  Woofter,  in  cafe  he  has 
no  orders  to  the  contrary  from  general  Schuyler,  that  he  immedi¬ 
ately  return  to  the  batteries  ereCting  in  the  highlands,  and  there 
leave  as  many  of  his  troops,  as  the  conductors  of  the  work  fiiall 
think  neceffary  for  compleating  them,  and  that  he  repair  with  the 
remainder  to  New-York. 

A  member  from  Pennfylvania  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  refolve 
paffed  in  the  houfe  of  affembly,  in  thefe  words : 

u  In  Assembly ,  September  30,  1775. 

The  houfe  taking  into  confideration  the  fever?!  letters  fent  down 
yefierday  by  the  governor,  acquainting  him  with  the  intrulion  of 
a  number  of  people  into  this  province,  under  a  pretended  claim  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  province  i 
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Resolved,  That  the  delegates  for  this  province  be  fpecially  direft. 

j  t0  the  fame  before  the  Congrefs,  with  the  mifchievous  ten¬ 
dency  the  purfuing  fuch  meafures  will  have,  and  procure  the  aid  of 
that  aliembly  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  province, 
and  prevent  further  intrufion  or  extenfion  of  fettlements  under  the 
iaia  claim,  until  the  matter  fhall  be  determined  by  the  king  and 
council,  to  whom  both  Tides  have  fubmitted  the  difpute. 

Extract  from  the  journals, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  A-fTembly.” 
Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  delegates  for  Con¬ 
necticut  and  Pennfylvania,  who  are  defired  to  report  thereon  on 
Monday  next. 

Resolved ,  That  the  letter  from  MefTrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon  of 
the  14th  of  September,  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  next. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mon  DAT,  October  9,  1775. 

A  letter  from  Jofeph  1  rumbull,  commifTary-general,  dated  Sep- 
tember  23,  1775,  was  read,  defiring  that  £.  500  lawful  money, 
1666-|  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Tracy,  for  money  by  him  advanced 
to  colonel  Arnold,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  and  that  the  fame 
be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  draw  on  the  treafurers  for  the  above 
fum  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tracy,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  as  above. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  19th  of  September, 
with  one  enclofed  from  general  Montgomery,  and  fundry  other  pa¬ 
pers,  were  read..  • 

l^eso.ved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  report  an  anfwer. 

b  he  following  members  chofen,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Rut- 
Iedge,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  and"  Mr.  Deane. 

1  he  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connedlicut,  informing  the 
Congrefs,  that  they  were  not  yet  ready  to  make  a  report  on  the 
matters  referred  to  them, 

Ordered ,  T'hat  they  prepare  and  bring  in  their  report  on  Web- 
nefday  next. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  that  they  immediately  raife,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent, 
two  battalions,  confi fling  of  eight  companies  each,  and  each  com¬ 
pany  of  fixty-eight  privates,  officered  with  one  captain,  one  lieu¬ 
tenant,  one  enfnrn,  four  ferjeants,  and  four  corporals. 

I  hat  the  privates  be  inlified  for  one  year,  at  the  rate  of  five  dol¬ 
lars  per  calendar  month,  liable  to  be  difcharged  at  any  time,  on  al¬ 
lowing  them  one  month’s  pay  extraordinary. 

That  each  of  the  privates  be  allowed,  inflead  of  a  bounty,  one 
felt  hat,  a  pair  ol  yarn  [lockings,  and  a  pair  of  dices;  the  men  to 
find  their  own  arms. 

i  hat  the  pay  of  the  officers,  for  the  prefect,  be  the  fame  as  that 
®'  the  officers  in  the  prefent  continental  army,  and  in  cafe  the  pay 
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of  the  officers  in  the  army  is  augmented,  the  pay  of  the  officers  in 
thefe  battalions  {hall,  in  like  manner,  be  augmented  from  the  time 
of  their  engaging  in  the  fervice. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday  October  10,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  the  following  accounts  reafon- 
abie,  and  which  ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  Du  Simitiere,  for  tranflating  the  addrefs  of  the 
United  Colonies,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  amounting  to  eight 
dollars. 

William  Govett’s  account  of  the  expenfes  of  a  party  of  twenty- 
feven  men,  efcorting  powder  to  Trenton,  amounting  to  67 .2  dollars. 

David  Rittenhoufe’s  for  thirty-fix  cuts  for  continental  money, 
amounting  to  48  dollars. 

John  Thornton’s  account  of  provifions  and  ferriage  for  part  of 
captain  Rofs’s  company,  amounting  to  10  dollars. 

Chriftopher  Ludwig’s  account  for  fundry  expenfes  in  forwarding 
powder  to  Ticonderoga,  amounting  to  41.2  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  general  Schuy¬ 
ler’s  letters,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  tableTor  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

A  motion  being  made  relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  in 
the  continental  army,  and  the  fame  being  largely  debated,  the  de¬ 
termination  thereon  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  October  1  1,  1775. 

A  lift  of  the  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  read, 

The  delegates  of  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania  were  called  on 
to  report,  on  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  being  yet  ready, 

Ordered ,  That  they  meet  this  afternoon,  and  preparea  report  to 
be  laid  before  Congrefs  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  the  following  accounts 
ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  the  committee  of  Elizabeth-Town,  for  cartage, 
expreffes,  and  for  provifions  to  capt.  Rofs’s  company,  amounting  to 
98.3  dollars,  of  which  3-|  dollars  to  be  charged  to  capt.  Rofs. 

James  Leflie’s  account  of  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  captain  Rofs’s 
company,  amounting  to  14.8  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  motion  made  yef- 
terday,  refpe&ing  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  after  debate,  the 
fame  was  poftponed. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  what 
fubfiftance  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  con- 
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tinent  il  fervice,  when  on  their  march,  and  in  quarters,  before  the/ 
join  the  army. 

i  he  members  chofen,Mr.  Kinfey,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Langdori. 

1  he  Congreis  took  into  confideration  the  letter  to  general  Schuy¬ 
ler,  which  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered ,  1  hat  the  fame  be  tranferibed  and  forwarded. 

I  he  committee  appointed  on  the  fubfiflance,  See.  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  to  beta¬ 
ken  up  to-morrow. 

I  he  order  ot  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

i . 

Thursday  October  12,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  re fpe cling  fubfiflance  for  the  foldiers,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  each  captain  and  other  commiffioned  officer,  while 
in  the  recruiting  fervice  of  this  continent,  or  on  their  march  to  join 
the  army,  fhall  be  allowed  two  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per 
week  for  their  fubfiflance,  and  that  the  men  who  inlifl  fhall  each  of 
them,  whilfl  in  quarters,  be  allowed  one  dollar  per  week,  and  when 
on  their  m  i.rch  to  join  the  army,  one  dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dol¬ 
lar  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Resolved ,  Tint  the  prefident  tranfmitto  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  blank  commiffions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  faid  convention,  to 
the  captains  and  fubaltern  officers  in  the  two  battalions  to  be  rai¬ 
led  in  that  colony  ;  and  that  the  appointment  of  the  field  officers  be 
for  t  ie  prefent  fufpended,  until  the  Congrefs  come  to  a  determina¬ 
tion  on  that  matter. 

John  Penn,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  for  North-Carolina,  appear¬ 
ed  in  Congrefs,  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  being  read, 
were  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

North-Carolina,  Hillsborough .  In  Congress,  8 th  Sept.  1775. 

“  Mr.  Cafwell  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  as  they  had  done  him 
the  honour  to  appoint  him  treafurerof  the  fouthern  dirtriCt  of  this 
province,  and  one  of  the  figners  of  the  public  bills  of  credit,  his  at¬ 
tending  thofe  duties  would  render  it  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  at¬ 
tend  the  continental  Congrefs,  as  one  of  the  delegates  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  he  therefore  requefled  this  Congrefs  would  be  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  fome  other  gentleman  in  his  {lead.  Whereupon,  it  is  refolved, 
that  John  Penn,  Efq;  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  delegate  in 
behalf  of  this  province,  in  conjunction  with  William  Hooper,  and 
Jof'ph  Hewes,  Efqrs;  and  that  he  be  inverted  with  the  fame  power, 
and  entitled  to  the  like  allowance,  that  the  faid  Richard  Cafwell 
would  have  been  verted  with,  and  entitled  to,  under  a  former  re- 
folution  of  this  Congrefs. 

By  order,  rtgned, 

Samuel  Johnson ,  Prefident. 
Andrew  Knot c,  Secretary. 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported  their  opinion,  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid  : 

Two  accounts  of  Peter  Cooper,  one  for  feveral  articles  furmfhed 
capt.  Creflop’s  company  in  Lancaster,  amounting  to  2-A-  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  laid  company.  The  other  for  thirty-four  pair  of  boots, 
made  by  him  for  the  hulTar  company,  amounting  to  1  lo-J  dollars. 

Francis  Wade’s  account  of  expenfes  lor  himfelf  and  a  party  of 
eighteen  men  efcorting  governor  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy  to  New® 
York,  amounting  to  445-||-  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  alTembly  or  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  raife  one  battalion  on  the  fame  terms 
as  thofe  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  New-Jerfy,  and  to  be  officered  in 
like  manner. 

Resolved ,  That  the  men  to  be  enlifted,  be  furniffied  at  the  con¬ 
tinental  expenfe,  with  a  hunting-fhirt,  not  exceeding  in  value  1-k 
dollar,  and*  a  blanket,  if  to  be  procured,  but  not  to  be  made  part 
cf  the  terms  of  enlilhnent. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  coniideration  the  Hate 
of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  the  prefidenc  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  coniideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  delired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  confideration  the 
{late  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

The  other  matters,  referred  to  this  day,  being  poftponed,  the 
Congrefs  adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

_ _  tfrtrriTi  ■  -  - 

Friday,  October  13,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  refer¬ 
red  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  dehred  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Whereupon  the  order  was  renewed. 

A  letter  from  general  Waffiington,  dated  5th  of  October,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  See.  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved ,  That  a  fwift-failing  velfel,  to  carry  ten  carriage  guns, 
and  a  proportionable  number  of  fwivels,  with  eighty  men,  be  fitted, 
with  all  poffible  difpatch,  for  a  cruize  of  three  months,  and  that  the 
commander  be  inllru&ed  to  cruize  eafhvard,  for  intercepting  fuch 
tranfports  as  may  be  laden  with  warlike  {lores  and  other  fupplies 
Vol.  I.  D  2 
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dire0”*'  enemieS’  an:i  for  fueh  other  PurP°Rs  as  the  Congrefs  (hall 

"1  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  eftimate 

°  ,c  cN)en‘e)  and  lay  the  fame  before  the  Congrefs,  and  to  con- 
tract  with  proper  perfons  to  fit  out  the  veffel. 

A  ('solved,  ]  hat  another  vefiel  be  fitted  out  for  the  fame  purpofes, 

a,:  ,  tIie  ^  committee  report  their  opinion  of  a  proper  veffei. 
auu  alio  an  eftimate  of  the  expcnfe. 

The  following  members  were  chofen  to  compofe  the  committee: 
Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  Gadfden. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer¬ 
red  to  Monday  next. 


i  he  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  memorial  of  fundry 
merchants  oi  New- York  and  Philadelphia,  relpeding  a  quantity  of 
tea  on  hand,  which  were  referred  by  the  Congrefs  at  their  laft  fef- 
lion  to  be  taken  up  at  their  next : 

r  1  ResoJvcd,  I  hat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
iteration  the  faid  memorials,  and  enquire  into  the  hate  of  fa&s, 
and  make  report  thereon  to  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  T, 
Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Lee.  * 

T  he  feveral  matters  referred  to  this  day,  were  pofiponed  till  to- 

jnoriow,  to  which  time  the  Congrefs  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine 
o'clock. 


SaVurdat,  October  14,  1775. 

TIr*  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  gene¬ 
ral  Wafhington,  and  the  papers  enclofed. 

}\  c solved,  I  hat  a  director-general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hof- 
pital  in  Maflachufetts-Bay,  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Churchy 

wl  o  is  taken  into  cuftody  lor  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the 
enemy. 

Jit  solved)  i  hat  tne  Cong'refs  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  director-general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpi- 
tal,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church. 

j\t.iOLoed)  i  hat  the  further  confideration  of  the  general’s  letter 
be  poftponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  delegates' for  Connedticut  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  they 
leui  met  fome  oi  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  in  order  to  take 
into  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  being  able 
to  come  to  any  agreement  with  them,  and  as  the  difpute  between 
the  people  of  the  two  colon.es  on  the  waters  of  Sufquehannah,  had 
proceeded  to  bloodfhed,  and,  in  their  apprehenfon,  may  be  attended 
ivith  very  dangerous  confequences,  unlefs  fpeedily  prevented,  they 
moved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  out  of  the  other  colonies  to 
take  tliis  matter  into  confideration,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Resolved ,  That  this  be  referred  to  Monday  next* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday. 
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Mowdat ,  October  16,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  the  convention  of  Mew-Jerfey,  dated  13th  and 
1 4th  inftant,  being  read. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  report  an  anfiwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and 
Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  5th  inftant,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed,  being-  received  and  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  deputy 
pay-m after  general  for  the  northern  army. 

That  the  delegates  *  of  Pennfylvania  do  immediately  count  and 
fend  forward  the  above  fum  under  a  guard. 

Resolved ,  That  the  ton  of  powder  forwarded  laft  week  to  New- 
York,  be  immediately  fent  to  general  Schuyler. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
confider  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  the  manufacture  of 
faltpetre. 

The  following  members  chofen,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Wifner, 
Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  all  perfons,  who 
are  poffeffed  of  the  faltpetre  lately  removed  from  Turtle-Bay,  on 
the  iftand  of  New-York,  forthwith  to  fend  the  fame  to  the  president 
of  the  convention  of  New-York,  to  be  manufactured  into  gun-pow¬ 
der,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
enquire  what  quantity  of  powder  has  been  fent  to  the  northern 
army,  and  report  by  whom  fent. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed,  and  the  feveral  matters  re¬ 
ferred  to  this  day  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

'■  -TTTmr  &&  ■ 

TuESDAr ,  October  17,  1775. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  motion  made  laft 
Saturday,  by  the  delegates  of  Connecticut, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  the  difputes  between  the  people  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  Pennfylvania,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  proper 
to  be  done  by  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen  are,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  Mr.  Kinfey,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  eftimate,  &c.  brought  in 
their  report,  which,  after  debate,  was  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim 
Martin,  for  provifions  furniftied  to  feveral  rifle  companies,  59.3 
dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  governor  Cooke,  dated  9th  inflant,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  dire Clor-general  and 
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chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpital,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church,  and  the 
ballots  being  examined, 

Dr.  John  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  convention  of  New* 
York,  and  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  the  Congrefs,  that 
the  lulphur  in  that  city  be  immediately  removed  to  a  place  of  fafety. 

The  feveral  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

JVednesdat ,  October  18,  1775. 

The  Committee  on  the  memorials  from  fundry  merchants  in 
New-York  and  Philadelphia,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being* 
read,  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  delegates  from  New-Hampfhire  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  a 
part  of  the  inftru&ions  delivered  to  them  by  their  colony,  in  thefe 
words  : 

u  We  would  have  you  immediately  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours 
to  obtain  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  Congrefs,  with  refpebt  to 
a  method  for  our  administering  juflice,  and  regulating  our  civil 
police.  We  prefs  you  not  to  delay  this  matter,  as,  its  being  done 
fpeedily,  will  probably  prevent  the  greateft  confufion  among  us.” 

Resolved ,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be  referred  to 
Monday  next. 

J 

Resolved ,  That  a  juft  and  well  authenticated  account  of  the  hof- 
tili ties  committed  by  the  minifterial  troops  and  navy  in  America 
iince  laft  March,  be  collected,  with  proper  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  fabls  related,  the  number  and  value  of  the  buildings  deftroyed 
by  them,  alfo  the  number  and  value  of  the  veffels  inward  and  out* 
ward  bound,  which  have  been  feized  by  them  ftnee  that  period,  as 
near  as  the  number  and  value  can  be  afeertained,  alfo  the  ftock  ta* 
ken  by  them  from  different  parts  of  the  continent. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  apppointed  for  this  purpofe. 

The  members  chofen  are,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Wythe. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  October  19,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid: 

The  account  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  for  fundries  fur- 
nifhed  the  rifle  companies,  amounting  to  2213.6  dollars. 

The  account  of  Richard  Bache,  Stephen  Pafchall,  and  Michael 
Hillegas,  for  fuperintending  the  printing  of  the  continental  bills  of 
credit,  amounting  to  272  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  method 
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propofed  by  the  commiiTary-genera!  for  Supplying  the  army  with 
provifions,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

It  being4  represented  to  Congrefs,  that  captain  xfaac  Sears,  of 
New- York,  has,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  com  miliary-ge¬ 
neral,  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  Seven  thouSand  barrels 
of  hour,  for  which  Mr.  Trumbull  has  not  been  able  to  pay  him,  for 

want  of  money  in  the  military  died. 

Resolved ,  That  30,000  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Xfaac  Sears,  on 
account  of  the  above  flour,  he  giving  bond  to  the  treaiurers  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Same  with  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  that  the  fame  be  char¬ 
red  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  commiffary-general. 

°  A  petition  from  Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randal,  was  laid  before  the 

Congrefs,  and  read.  i 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Thurfday,  the  2d  of  No¬ 
vember  next,  then  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved ,  That  captain  Macpherfon  be  requeued  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  confer  with  general  Wafh- 
ington,  on  the  fubjed  contained  in  his  letter  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  provincial  convention  oi  New-York  be  re- 
qitefted  to  fend  to  this  Congrefs,  a  copy  of  any  order  or  proceed¬ 
ing  of  theirs,  or  of  the  mayor  and  corporation  m  confequence  of 
governor  Tryon’s  letter  to  the  mayor,  publifhed  in  the  New-York 
papers,  under  the  16th  inftant,  alfo  an  attelfed  copy  cl  mid  Ict^ei. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday ,  October  20,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  general,  re- 
,  ported  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved ,  That  three  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John 
Macpherfon,  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  his  journey  to  the  camp,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day  following,  were  Spent  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 
On  which,  not  being  ready  to  report,  the  order  of  the  day  was  re¬ 
newed,  and  the  Congrefs  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

-rvana*  - 


Monday ,  October  23,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  yefee relay  the  honorable  Pey¬ 
ton  Randolph,  Efq*,  Suddenly  departed  tins  life, 

Resolved ,  That  the. Congrefs  will  attend  his  funeral  as  mourners, 
with  a  crape  round  their  left  arm,  according  to  the  alibciation. 

That  the  Congrefs  thus  continue  in  mourning  for  the  Space  of 
one  month. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  Superintend  the  funeral. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr. 
Chafe. 

That  the  committee  wait  on  the  reverend  Mr.  Dnche,  and  requeft 
him  to  prepare  a  proper  difcourfe  to  be  delivered  at  the  funeral. 


i; 
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.  Ahe  tC!C,ega“s  ^°,r  Delaware  government  having  been  re-appoin- 
ted  by  the.r  aflembly,  on  the  2  1ft  inft.  produced  the  credentials  of 
their  i e-appointment,  which  were  read  and  approved. 

-  J  dj°urnccl  t0  ten  o’clock  to-morrow,  and  from  thence,  by  ad- 
journments,  to  ten  o’clock  on  Wednefday.  '  7 

- esr5rr**— - 

JVednesdat ,  October  25,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Walhington,  governor  Trumbull, 

,r.th  convention  o.  New-York,  being  received,  were  read. 

lie  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the  letters 

from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  13th  and  14th  inftant 

i  oug  it  in  a  ur  aught,  and  the  fame  being  read  and  debated,  an  an- 

er  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded. 

1  he  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

to  J  -'ii  Liddle,  commifla'ry  of  the  rifle  battalion,  4 139.7  dollars. 

1°  James  Stewart,  tor  provilions  to  riflemen,  15.7  ditto. 

i°  Jac°bi|°ylef>  f°r  do- t0  capt.  Rofs’s  company,  18.3  ditto. 

Or  det  ed^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

COicmittce  of  lafety,  of  Pennfylvania,  informed  the  Congrefs, 
t.tat  they  have  taken  into  cuftody  a  captain  Campbell,  and  a  lieu- 
.enant  Symes, .together  with  a  number  of  foldiers,  who  came  from 
ito.ion  in  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  which  was  cart  away 
on  Lngantine  beach,  and  that,  from  general  Gage’s  inftruftions  to 
laid  Campoell  and  Symes  (herewith  tranfmitted  to  Conorefs'}  it 
appeared  they  were  fent  to  raife  recruits  for  general  Gage’s  army, 
and  that  from  lundry  examinations  taken  and  fubmitted  to  Con- 
^rc  11  aPPfai*ed  laid  Campbell  has  heretofore  been  employed  in 

iCrvice’  anc*  lias  endeavoured  to  inveigle  recruits  by  the 
•her  of  grants  of  forfeited  lands.  '  *  *  T  *  * 

The  inftru  £tions  being  read, 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  publifhed. 

I  he  examinations  alfo  being  read, 

Ordered,  i  hat  a  copy  of  them  be  forwarded  to  the  convention 
\  ork,  with  a  recommendation  to  them  to  feize  a  Mr.Grant, 
*vmo,  it  is  fa  id,  is  employed  in  raifing  recruits  for  general  Gage’s 
army  in  that  colony.  6 

Resolved)  That  Mr.  Hewes  be  added  to  the  committee  of  claims, 
i  ue  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

TnvrisDAr,  October  26,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  1  5th  of  July  laft,  for  encou¬ 
raging  tne  importation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the  refolu- 
Mon  of  the  18th  inft.  for  collecting  an  account  of  the  hoftilities 

committed  by  the  mimfterial  troops  and  navy,  be  immediately  pub- 
limed.  1 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York.  dated 
20th  inftant,  and  report  an  anfwer.  ’ 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  there  has  been  lately 
difcovered  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  a  mineral,  containing  a  large 
quantity  of  faltpetre. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  fend  an  exprefs  to 
enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  fa£t,  and  to  bring  a  fample  of  the 
mineral. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  live  members  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  inftrudlions  given  to  the  delegates  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. Ward, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Agreeable*  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  refolution,  which  they 
defired  him  to  report,  and  further  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  provincial  af- 
femblies,  conventions,  or  councils  of  fafety,  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  to  export  to  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  on  account  and  rifque 
of  their  refpeclive  colonies,  as  much  provifions  or  other  produce, 
except  horned  cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  and  poultry,  as  they  may  deem 
neceffary  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  fulphur,  and 
faltpetre. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  tranfmitted  by  the  dele¬ 
gates  to  their  refpedtive  affemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  of 
fafety. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  confide¬ 
ration,  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Friday ,  October  27,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  NewW  ork,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read. 

1  he  remainder  of  the  day  being  fpent  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- -wsa^D  4CSL«JM - 

Saturday ,  October  28,  1775. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfyivania  having  tranfmitted  to 
Congrefs  fome  further  examinations  of  the  foldiers  who  came  in 
the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  defired  the  dire&ion  of  Con¬ 
grefs  with  regard  to  the  officers  and  foldiers.  Whereupon, 
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Resolved^  That  captain  Campbell  and  lieutenant  Symes,  and  the 
men  who  came  with  them  in  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  be 
con  lined  in  inch  gaols  in  this  colony,  as  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Jaid  colony  think  proper,  and  that  laid  captain  Campbell  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  Symes  be  allowed  for  their  fubfiftence,  1J  dollars  each, 
a-week,  and  the  men  one  dollar  a-week  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
continental  treafury. 

The  Congreis  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  New -York  letters, 

Resolve Jy  That  a  company  of  matroffes,  to  confift  of  a  captain, 
a  captain-lieutenant,  a  firft  and  fecond  lieutenant,  a  lieutenant  fire¬ 
worker,  tour  ierjeants,  four  corporals,  eight  bombardiers,  fixty- 
cight  matroffes,  one  drummer,  and  one  filer,  be  immediately  raifed 
in  New-\  ork  for  the  defence  of  Hudfon’s  river,  and  to  occupy  the 
fortifications  now  erecting  in  the  highlands,  and  that  it  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  convention  of  faid  colony,  immediately  to  raifs  laid 
company,  and  to  appoint  the  proper  officers. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  on  account 
of  neceffaries  fnrnifhed  to  the  liuffar  company,  and  for  ler vices 
therein,  the  following  fums,  viz. 

To  James  and  Drinker,  per  account,  192.8  dollars, 

Thomas  Clifford  and  foils,  64.4  dollars. 

Uffier  and  Henry,  29.2  dollars. 

George  Fromberger,  127.3  dollars. 

William  Ogden,  73.3  dollars. 

William  Kerlin,  64  dollars. 

Samuel  Garrigues,  1  1  dollars. 

Andrew  Fegener,  2  66.6  dollars. 

Lewis  Kuhn,  425.3  dollars. 

Lewis  Pralil,  to  be  paid  by  his  order  to  Andrew  Bonner, 
226.6  dollars. 

Sundries  for  fmaller  fums  to  be  paid  by  T.  Matlack,  550.6  dol¬ 
lars. 

That  there  is  due  to  Rachel  Still e,  for  expenfes  of  a  guard  at 
Trenton  over  the  powder,  10.5  dollars. 

To  William  Holmes,  for  goods  furniihedthe  rifle  company  raifed 
in  Cumberland,  85.6  dollars. 

To  Timothy.  Matlack,  to  pay  for  wood  for  the  ufe  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  22  dollars. 

Ordered ,  'That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  five  of  the  committee  of  claims,  of  which  the 
chairman  is  to  be  one,  be  empowerd  to  abt. 

Resolved ,  That  the  infpe&ors  of  the  prefs,  deliver  the  proof- 
fhoets  and  checks  of  the  continental  bills,  to  the  continental  trea- 
furers,  and  that  they  deliver  one  of  each  to  the  delegates  of  every 
colony,  to  be  depolited  with  the  provincial  treafurer  appointed  in 
fuch  colony,  and  retain  the  reft  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  Randolph,  one  of  the  faltpetre  committee,  being  dead,  and 
Mr.  Morton,  another,  defiring  to  be  excufed,  on  account  of  his  at¬ 
tendance  in  the  houffi  of  affembly, 
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Resolved ,  That  three  new  members  be  chofen  for  that  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Mr.  Wy  the. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mondai' ,  October  30,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  eftimate,  and  to  fit  out 
the  vefTels,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  int  confide  - 
ration. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecond  veffel  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  on  the 
13th  inftant,  be  of  fuch  a  fize  as  to  carry  fourteen  guns,  and  a  pro¬ 
portionate  number  of  fwivels  and  men. 

Resolved ,  That  two  more  vefiels  be  fitted  out  with  all  expedition ; 
the  one  to  carry  not  exceeding  twenty  guns,  and  the  other  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  thirty-fix  guns,  with  a  proportionable  number  of  fwivels 
and  men,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  manner,  for  the  protection  and  de¬ 
fence  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  the  Congrefs  fihall  direCt. 

Resolved ,  That  four  members  be  chofen  and  added  to  the  former 
committee  of  three,  and  that  thefe  feven  be  a  committee  to  carry 
into  execution,  with  all  poflible  expedition,  as  well  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs  palled  the  13th  inftant,  as  thofe  palled  this  day,  for  fitting 
cut  armed  veflels. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  having  recommended  fundry  gen¬ 
tlemen  for  field  officers  to  command  the  two  battalions  raifing  in 
that  colony, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  W.  Livingfton,  Efcj;  dated  the  18th  inftant,  was 
read,  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesdat,  October  31,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  6th,  13th,  14th,  and 
19th  inftant,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  further  confideration  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee,  having  taken  into  confi¬ 
deration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  have  come  to  certain  refolu¬ 
tions,  which  they  defired  him  to  report,  but  that  not  having  come  to 
a  conclufion,  they  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

Resolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  field  officers  for  the  battali¬ 
ons  raifing  in  New-Jerfy,  be  poftponed  to  Friday  next. 

A  member  from  Pennfylvania  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  refolve 
fcf  the  honourable  affembly  of  that  colony,  in  thefe  words : 
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u  In  Assembly ,  October  28,  1775. 

The  lioufe  taking  into  their  further  confideration  the  refolve  of 
Congrefs,  lor  railing  a  battalion  in  this  province,  for  general  fervice, 
find  it  neceffary  that  monies  fhould  be  advanced  by  the  feveral  cap¬ 
tains  for  that  purpofe. 

Resolved ,  Therefore,  that  the  Congrefs  be  requeued  to  order  a 
fufficient  lum  of  money  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  committee 
ot  fafety  of  this  province,  to  be  immediately  applied  in  railing  laid 
battalion. 


Extract  from  the  minutes, 

Charles  Moore ,  Clerk  of  Affembly.” 

.Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  referred  to  Friday  next. 

The  order  of.  the  day  being'  renewed, 

Adjourned  to*ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  November  1,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  by  exprefs,  with  an  account 
of  the  burning  of  Falmouth,  was  read. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  be  forwarded  by  the  delegates  to  their  ref- 
pedive  affemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  of  fafety. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  conference,  with  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings,  was  read, 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  peru fal  of  the  members. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole, 

Resolved ,  That  no  produce  of  the  United  Colonies  be  exported, 
(except  from  colony  to  colony,  under  the  direction  of  the  commit¬ 
tees  of  infpedion  and  obfervation,  and  except  from  one  part  to  ano¬ 
ther  of  the  fame  colony)  before  the  firf  day  of  March  next,  with¬ 
out  the  permiflion  or  order  of  this  Congrefs  :  provided,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  be  conf  rued  to  vacate  the  refolutions  of  Con¬ 
grefs  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c. 

Resolved ,  That  New-York,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
North-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  ought  not  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
benefit  allowed  to  them  by  the  late  refraining  ad,  and  therefore, 
that  no  perfon  fhould  apply  at  the  cufom-houfes  in  thofe  colonies 
for  clearances  or  other  documents,  which  other  colonies  are  deprived 
of  by  faid  refraining  ad,  for  fecuring  the  navigation  of  veffels  with 
cargoes  from  their  ports  ;  and  that  the  prefident  tranfmit  to  the  af¬ 
femblies  or  conventions  of  thofe  colonies,  copies  of  this  refolution, 
with  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs,  to  thofe  colonies  refpedively,  for 
not  having  hitherto  taken  any  advantage  of  the  exemptions  in  the 
faid  ad  of  parliament. 

Resolved ,  That  no  rice  be  exported  under  the  exception  con¬ 
tained  in  the  4th  article  of  the  afiociation,  from  any  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  iflands  of  Jeriey, 
Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Mann,  or  any  other  European  ifland, 
or  fettlement  within  the  Britifh  dominions. 

Resolved ,  That  no  live  f ock,  (neceffary  lea-fores,  'at  the  difere- 
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tion  of  the  committees,  and  horfes  excepted)  be  exported  from 
thefe  colonies,  or  water  borne,  except  in  rivers,  bays,  and  founds. 

The  further  confideration  of  the  report  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  2,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expenfes  of  guards  attending  governor 
Skene,  major  French  and  others,  and  the  expenfes  of  Mr.  Lundy 
and  major  French,  133.3  dollars. 

To  John  Davies,  for  provifions  and  carriage  to  three  rifle  com¬ 
panies,  1320.9  dollars. 

To  Simons  and  Henry,  for  fundries  to  rifle  companies,  2313.6 
jdollars  ;  of  this  26.7  dollars  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  the 
remainder  to  feveral  rifle  companies,  the  money  to  be  paid  to  Hugh 
and  George  Roberts,  per  order  of  faid  Simons  and  Henry. 

To  John  Montgomery,  56  dollars,  of  which  2.4  to  be  charged 
to  the  continent. 

To  John  Brewfter,  Zachariah  Dubois,  and  Jon.  Brooks,  61.1 
dollars,  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq; 

To  William  Sickle,  according  to  the  prayer  of  his  petition,  40 
dollars. 

To  captain  Dowdle,  for  drums,  See.  for  his  company,  61.1  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee,  appointed  to  carry  into  execu¬ 
tion  the  refolves  of  Gongrefs,  for  fitting  out  four  armed  veflels,  be 
authorised  to  draw  on  the  continental  treafurers,  from  time  to 
time,  for  as  much  cafh  as  {hall  be  necefTary  for  the  above  purpofe, 
not  exceeding  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  that 
the  faid  committee  have  power  to  agree  with  fuch  officers  and 
feamen,  as  are  proper  to  man  and  command  faid  veflels,  and  that 
the  encouragement  to  fuch  officers  and  feamen  be  one  half  of  all 
fhips  of  war  made  prize  pf  by  them,  and  one-third  of  all  tranfport 
veflels,  exclufive  of  wages.  * 

The  inhabitants  of  a  diftrift  in  Ncva-Scotia,  having  chofen  a 
committee  of  farety,  and  having,  by  their  petition,  applied  to  the 
Congrefs  to  be  admitted  into  the  aflociation  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  rights  and  liberties, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  this 
matter  into  confideration,  and  report  what  fleps,  in  their  opinion,  ft 
may  be  proper  to  take,  in  confeouence  of  this  application,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mi;. 
Langdon,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  haye  liberty  to  tranfmit  to  their 
refpective  committees  of  fafety,  a  copy  of  the  refolution  paiTed 
yefterday.  , 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety,  of  Pennfylvania,  re- 
fpe cling  lieutenant  Symes,  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 
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A  letter  from  Mr.  Bedford,  deputy  nrufler  m after-general,  with 
fundry  mufter  rolls  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  conftderation  the  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  delegates  of  New-Hamplhire,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read, 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  John  Raigs,  of  Bermudas,  was  read, 

Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  conftderation  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler,  general  Montgomery,  and  W.  Livingfton,  Efq; 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  northward,  to  confer  with  general  Schuyler,  and  to  purfue 
fucli  inftru&ions  as  may  be  given  them  in  charge  by  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Dyer, 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  inftrudtions 
for  the  foregoing  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Resolved ,  That  3000  felt  hats,  3000  worfted  caps,  3000  pair  of 
buckficin  breeches,  3000  pair  of  fhoes,  3000  pair  of  yarn  ftockings, 
and  3000  waiftcoats,  fuitable  for  the  fealon,  be  immediately  pur- 
chafed  and  fent  to  the  army,  under  the  command  of  general  Schuy¬ 
ler,  to  be  fold  to  the  foldiers  at  prime  ccft,  including  charges  of 
carriage,  and  five  per  cent,  to  the  deputy  quarter  mafter-general, 
by  whom  the  faid  goods  are  to  be  fold. 

Resolved ,  That  thefe  goods  be  fold  to  thofe  foldiers  only,  who 
will  re-inlift  in  the  continental  army,  and  to  the  new  recruits. 

Resolved ,  That  as  much  duffels  or  kerfey,  as  will  make  three 
hundred  watch  coats,  be  purchafed,  and  fent  to  general  Schuyler, 
with  needles  and  thread,,  to  be  made  into  watch  coats,  and  that 
thefe  be  charged  to  the  continent,  and  kept  for  the  ufe  of  the  out 
centries. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  purchafe 
the  foregoing  articles. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  apply  to  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  afiiftance  in 
purchafing  the  above  articles. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
being  returned,  made  a  farther  report  of  their  proceedings,  where¬ 
upon, 

Resolved ,  That  Saturday  next  be  afligned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  ftate  of  the  army  at 
Cambridge. 

Resolved ,  That  the  petition  of  Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randall, 
•which  was  referred  to  this  day,  be  poftponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  November  3,  1775} 

The  Cong  refs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 

rnittee  on  the  New-Hampfhire  inftru£tions,  .  • 

Nm,  That  i,  be  recommended  to  the  prcncal  convent, on 

of  New-Hamplhire,  to  call  a  Ml  and  free  reprefen,.., on  of  ge  pen- 
nle  and  that  the  reprefentatives,  if  they  think  it  necel  ary,  elta 

blilh  fuch  a  form  of  government,  as,  in  their  ju  gment, 
duce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  moil  effectually  lecure  peace 
and  good  order  in  the  province,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pie- 
fent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies, 

Tlie  Congrefs  then,  taking  into  confideration  the  Hate ,of 
Carolina,  and  fundry  papers  relative  thereto,  being  read  and  co  - 

^Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  necef- 

raThe  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Bullock,  Mr.  Hooper, 

Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams.  .  . 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  1  ia 
Holiday,  for  goods  and  provilions  furmlhed  by  feveral  perfon  to 
the  rifle  companies  of  Virginia,  the  fum  of  £.  246  .12  .  3  g - 
nia  currency,  122  dollars  ;  of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged  to 
capt.  Morgan,  the  fum  of  £.  1 69  :  1  :  7-1,  and  to  capt.  Stevenfon, 
the  fum  of  £.13  :  Hi  :  11,  and  the  remainder  to  the  continent. 

To  Andrew  Bonner,  for  goods  furmlhed  to  capt.  Creffop  s  com¬ 
pany,  by  David  Mitchell,  the  fum  of  £.  67  :  4  :  6,  and  -or  provu 
fions  to  capt.  Stevenfon’s  company,  the  fum  of  £.  o  ;  2  :  6,  the  laft, 
mentioned  fum  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  both,  amounting  o 

187*6  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid.  , 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  recommendation 

from  the  convention  of  New- Jerfey, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday  November  4,  1775. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  fundry  enclofed  papers,  con- 
taining  an  account  of  the  taking  of  fort  Chambly,  being  received 

and  read,  ^  , 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 

to  prepare  inftru&ions.  .  .  c 

Ordered ,  That  gen.  Montgomery’s  letter,  and  the  articles  of 

capitulation,  be  publifhed  by  the  fecretary.  > 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  differences  between  the  people 
of  Pennfylvania  and  Conne&icut,  brought  in  their  report,  which 

'being  read,  , 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

The  Congrefs,  confidering  that  the  molt  perfeft  union  between 
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juft  rights' o^Nortl^A  nt^IIy  for  tIie  preservation  of  the 

great  dano-er  of  hoftilitiTT*’  ^  bemg  aPPreheilfive  that  there  is 
between  being  commenced,  at  or  near  Wyoming* 

nourable  honfe  of  iflerrM  '  r  u  r  /  v.  ane’  wait  uPon  the  ho- 
«oPy  of  01  *"*»-».  «,h , 

»iS'o?Sf;;i,,et°S  ““  «!■”*  of  .h«  com. 

fiftJ!f?’ijThat  the^CW  arnl>'’  intended  to  lie  before  Bollon,  con- 
lilt  o!  20,.o72  men,  officers  included.  ’ 

of  ,eso^ea\  * Jlat  the  Pay  °f  the  officers  and  privates  (except  tha* 

z  -  *•  -*•») 

p,v;“£Lfn“X‘in’ in ""  m"chi»8r 

That  the  pay  ot  a  lieutenant  in  ditto,  be  18  dollars  per  ditto 

RU  rVn-P  enr‘8'n  in  ditt0>  be  13l  dolla«  per  ditto. 

de<T  thaTft  bl  di  Ch  Chreg,menn  C°nfift  of'728  men>  offlce^  inclu- 
ded  ,  t.iat  it  be  divided  into  eight  companies,  each  company  to  con- 

S^rS'r,’  'iT"”?’  f«'  lcrjcants,four 

corpora  ,,  two  drums  or  fifes,  and  76  privates. 

tity  of  prSii?  rati0n  COnf,ft  0f  the  foUo'vin8-  kind  and  quan- 

lib.  beef,  or  | lb.  pork,  or  1  lb.  fait  fifli,  per  day. 
lib.  bread  or  dour  per  day. 

3  pints  of  peafe  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivrjent  a^ 
one  dollar  per  buftiel  for  peafe  or  beans.  ?  ‘  " 

1  pint  mill:  per  man,  or  at  the  rate  of  0,  of  a  dollar. 

hall  pint  of  rice,  or  )  pint  of  Indian  meal  per  man  per  week. 

1  ‘I'1';.1  °-  fPruce  beei'  or  cyder  per  man  per  day,  online  gallons 
ofpolal.es  per  company  ol  100  men  per  week. 

31b.  candles  to  100  men  per  week  for  guards. 

p!1,/w’£  8ib‘  harJ  fo*aP  for  100  men  per  week. 

UiSlUycu,  J  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  afiemblies  or 
conventions  ol  the  colonies  refpeaively,  to  fet  and  keep  their  gun- 

hrch  rk  Wh”k’  t0,mam'taaure  «o°d  firelocks,  with  bayonets ;  each 
f  re  ock  to  be  made  with  a  good  bridle  lock,  three-quarters  of  an 

U  ft  °r<  ’i  and  °',  S°°d  fubftance  at  the.  breech,  the  barrel  to  be  3 
■t,  .  TT.  1!1  'c.nop’  tbe  bayonet  to  be  18  inches  in  the  blade, 
that* tf*  l<(  .,ainrot  ’  llPPer  *°op  thereof  to  be  trumpet-mouthed; 

M  commin'Ce  LW'r  be  f)Xed  ^  tbe  afTembly  or  convention, 
or  committee  ol  lately  of  each  colony,  and  that  until  a  fufficient 
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quantity  of  goods,  arms  can  be  manufactured,  the}7  import  as  many 
as  are  wanted,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

Resolved ,  That  the  good  arms  of  iucli  loldiers  as  leave  the  fer¬ 
vice,  be  retained  for  the  ufe  of  the  new  army,  on  a  valuation  made 

of  them. 

Resolved ,  That  cloathing  be  provided  for  the  new  army  by  the 
continent,  and  paid  for,  by  ftoppages  out  oi  the  loldieis  wages,  at 
lil  dollars  per  month  ;  that  as  much  as  poffible  oi  the  cloth  for  this 
purpofe  be  dyed  brown,  and  the  diftin&ions  of  the  regiments  made 

in  the  facings.  .  1 

That  a  man  who  brings  a  good  new  blanket  into  the  camp,  be 

allowed  two  dollars  therefor,  and  cake  it  away  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign. 

Resolved ,  That  in  order  to  fupply  the  army  with  provihons,  the 
commiffary-general  be  directed  to  cauie  cattle  and  hogs  to  be  dri¬ 
ven,  at  proper  leaions,  to  the  camp,  there  to  be  daughteied  and  cur¬ 
ed,  and  as  to  the  articles  oi  bread  and  flour,  that  he  proceed  in 
the  way  that  he  has  done  for  fome  time  pad. 

Resolved ,  That  fuch  officers  as  have  ferved  in  the  prelent  army 
to  approbation,  and.  are  willing  to  day,  be  preferred,  and  it  there 
are  more  of  thefe  than  are  neceffary  tor  the  new  army,  that  the 
general  diftinguifh  fuch  as  he  deems  bed  qualified. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of 
New-England  to  empower  the  general  to  imprefs  carriages,  veffels, 
hordes,  and  other  things  neceffary,  at  a  feaionable  rate,  tor  the 
tranfportation  or  march  of  the  army,  or  any  part  oi  it,  or  on  any 
other  emergency,  and  that  this  power  may  be  deputed  in  writing, 
under  the  hand  of  the  general  to  the  quarter  mader-general,  or  to 
any  inferior  officer,  who  are  to  be  accountable  lor  any  abufe  tnereof. 

Resolved ,  That  the  general  be  directed  to  propofe  to  the  officers 
now  ferving  in  the  prefent  army,  that  they  dignify  in  writing,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  which  of  them  will  continue  to  ferve  and  defend 
their  country,  and  which  of  them  will  retire,  and  that  fuch  officers 
as  propofe  to  continue  in  the  fervice,  and  are  approved  by  the  ge¬ 
neral,  proceed  to  inlid  their  men  into  the  continental  fervice,  upon 
the  fame  pay  and  allowance  of  provifions  as  is  now  given,  their  fer¬ 
vice  to  continue  to  the  lad  day  of  December,  17  7 6,  fubjed  to  be 
difcharged  at  any  time  by  the  continental  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  if,  upon  trial,  the  number  of  men  before  refolved 
on  cannot  be  raided  out  of  the  prefent  army,  then  the  officers  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  new  army,  recruit  their  feveral  regiments  and  com¬ 
panies  to  their  full  complement ;  and,  in  cafe  the  neceffity  of  the  fer¬ 
vice  requires  it,  that  the  general  be  empowered  to  call  iorth  the 
minute-men  or  militia  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  or  the  neighbouring 
colonies,  according  to  the  nature  and  exigence  of  the  fervice. 

Resolved ,  That  It  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legidatures, 
affemblies,  or  conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  enact  a  law  or  pafs  an 
ordinance,  infliding  the  following  puniihments  upon  fuch  as  harbour 
deferters,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch,  viz.  a  fine  upon  all  fuch  offen¬ 
ders,  not  lefs  than  thirty,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars;  and  in  cafe  of 
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inability  to  pay  the  fine,  to  be  punifhed  with  whipping,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  thirty-nine  lafhes  for  each  offence :  alfo,  that  they  empower  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  the  officer  commanding  a  detachment  or 
any  out-poft,  to  adminifter  an  oath,  and  fwear  any  perfon  orperfons 
to  the  truth  qf  any  information  or  intelligence,  or  any  other  mat¬ 
ter  relative  to  the  public  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  any  perfon  who  fhall  apprehend  a  deferter,  and 
bring  him  to  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  upon  certificate 
thereof  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  luch  regiment,  fhall 
be  entitled  to  receive  five  dollars  and  all  reafonable  expenfes  from 
the  paymafter-general  or  deputy-paymafter,  which  is  to  be  deduced 
from  the  pay  of  fuch  foldier. 

Resolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer¬ 
red  to  Monday  next. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  (late  of 
South-Carolina,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read, 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina,  there  be  kept 
up  in  that  colony,  at  the  continental  expenfe,  three  battalions  of 
foot,  each  battalion  to  confift  of  the  fame  number  of  men  and  offi¬ 
cers,  and  be  upon  the  fame  pay,  and  under  the  fame  regulations,  as 
the  continental  army. 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  of  Georgia,  there 
be  one  battalion  kept  up  there  at  the  continental  expenfe,  to  be 
compofed  as  the  battalions  of  South-Carolina. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  troops  be  infilled  to  the  3  111  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1776,  fubjeCl,  however,  to  be  difeharged  fooner  if  the  con¬ 
tinental  Congrefs  fhall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  prelident  fign  blank  commiffions,  and  that  the 
conventions,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  councils  of  fafety  for  South-  Ca¬ 
rolina  and  Georgia  refpeClively,  fill  them  up  with  the  names  of  fuch 
officers  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  return  a  lift  thereof  to  the 
Congrefs 

Resolved ,  That  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  or 
removal  of  a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  faid  conventions  or,  in 
their  recefs,  the  faid  councils  of  fafety,  appoint  another  perfon  to 
fill  up  fuch  vacancy,  until  a  commiffion  fhall  iftue  from  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  that  they  return  to  the  Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  names  of 
the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  appointed. 

Resolved ,  That  the  officers  on  the  continental  eftablifhment  fhall, 
when  adling  in  conjunction  with  officers  of  equal  rank  on  the  pro¬ 
vincial  eftablifiiment,  take  command  of  the  latter,  and  alfo  of  the 
militia  ;  and  the  officers  of  the  troops  on  the  provincial  eftablifh- 
ment  fhall,  when  aCting  in  conjunction  with  officers  of  the  militia, 
take  command  and  precedence  of  the  latter  of  equal  rank,  notwith> 
ftanding  prior  dates  of  commiffions. 

Resolved ,  That  if  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  council 
of  fafety  of  South-Carolina,  fhall  think  it  expedient  for  the  fecurity 
of  that  colony,  to  feize  or  deftroy,  and  fhall  feize  or  deftroy,  any  fhip 
or  veffil  of  war,  this  Congrefs  will  approve  of  fuch  proceeding. 

Resolved ,  That  the  town  of  Charleftown  ought  to  be  defended 
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againft  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  take  poffeffion  thereof 
by  the  enemies  of  America,  and  that  the  convention  or  council  of 
fafety  of  the  colony  of  South-Carolina,  ought  to  purfue  fuch  mea- 
fures,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  moft  efficacious  for  that  purpofe,  and 
that  they  proceed  immediately  to  eredt  fuch  fortifications  and  bat¬ 
teries  in  or  near  Charleftown,  as  will  beft  conduce  to  promote  its 
fecurity,  the  expenfe  to  be  paid  by  the  faid  colony.. 

Resolved ,  That  if  the  convention  of  South-Carolina  fhall  find  it 
neceflary  to  eftabliffi  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be  re¬ 
commended  to  that  convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  reprefentatives,  if  they  think 
it  neceflary,  fhall  eftabliffi  fuch  a  form  of  government,  as,  in  their 
judgment,  will  produce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  moft  effec¬ 
tually  fecure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  colony,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  prefent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  co¬ 
lonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  November  6,  1775. 

The  affembly  of  Pennfylvania  having  appointed  new  delegates, 
the  faid  delegates  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and 
approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

u  In  Assembly ,  November  3,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  honorable  John  Morton,  fpeaker,  John  Dick- 
infon,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles  Humphreys, 
Edward  Biddle,  Thomas  Willing,  Andrew  Allen,  and  James  Wil- 
fon,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  to  ferve  as  reprefentatives 
of  this  province  in  the  continental  Congrefs. 

Extradt  from  the  minutes, 

Charles  Moore ,  Clerk  of  Affembly.’* 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  fundry  letters  lately  received  from  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  New-York,  and  the  ftate  of  that  colony,  and  report  what  in 
their  opinion  is  neceflary  to  be  done. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  Congrefs,  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the° 
committee  returned  from  the  camp,  and  having  agreed  to  fundry 
articles  therein  contained,  and  come  to  fundry  refolutions, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  digeft  in  order  the  refolutions  of  the 
Congrefs,  as  far  as  they  have  gone  in  the  report,  and  lay  the  fame 
before  Congrefs  to-morrow. 

Resolved ,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer¬ 
red  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  what  mo¬ 
ney  remains  in  the  continental  treafury  unapplied,  and  to  form  an 
eftimate  of  the  public  debts  already  incurred,  and  which  will  be¬ 
come  due  on  the  firftday  of  June  next* 
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That  the  committee  confifl  of  three. 

I  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Deane,  arid  Mr.  Cuffing. 

1  he  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

lo  John  Forbes,  for  goods  and  neceffaries  delivered  to  fevera! 
vine  companies,  the  ium  of  £35  :  11  :  10,  equal  to  94.9  dollars, 
of  which  ium  captain  Cluggage  ought  to  be  charged  with  £6:  2:  10, 
"na  c?Pt?jn  Chambers  with  £4  :  10,  the  remainder  to  the  continent, 
that  this  is  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Blair  MClenachan. 

To  Jane  Allen,  the  fum  of  £47  :  0  :  7,  and  to  Vendal  Lands  the 
,  m  :  0  :  0,  both  fums  being  130.7  dollars,  and  that  the 

fam^  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wi  filer,  Eiq;  and  be  charged  to 
tlie  continent. 

IY>  JudahHarbow,£.7  :  12  :  4,  and  to  capt.  Jackfon,£.  13  :4  :  6, 
foi  neceffaries  furnilhed  feveral  ride  companies,  and  that  both 
iUms  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  VvTifner,  Efq;  and  charged  to 
the^continent,  being  52.1  dollars. 

1  o  Andrew  Graff,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  £.  27  :  2  :  6,  and 
to  Chriftopher  Crawford,  for  blankets,  the  fum  of  £.6  :  15,  both 
whicu  fums  to  be  paid  per  order  to  George  Graff,  and  charged  to 
the  continent,  being  90.3  dollars. 

;  Richard  Backhoufe,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  £ .  51,  be¬ 
ing  136  dollars. 

c-*  } 

lo  Miles  and  Wider,  by  fundry  certificates,  £.  26  :  6:4, 
equal  to  <'0.1  dollars,  of  which  £.  13  :  10,  be  charged  to  cap¬ 
tain  Rice  s  company,  and  3s«  to  captain  CrefTop’s  company,  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  the  continent. 

To  Irederic  Leinbach,  by  fundry  certificates,  £.  58  :  1 1  :  5, 
equal  to  156.2  dollars,  of  which  ^.4  :  13:6,  to  be  charged  to 
captain  ^  Price,  £.  3  :  15  to  captain  Stevenfon,  £.  6  :  15  :  1  to 
coinmiifary  Biddle,  until  it  appears  to  be  otherwife  accounted  for, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  continent,  to  be  paid  per  order,  to  George 
Schlcffer. 

To  John  Murrow,  for  goods  delivered  to  captain  Stevenfon, 
£'  7  1  :  Id  :  10,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  George  Davis,  and  charged 
to  faid  Stevenfon,  being  191.8  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  £.  169  :  9  :  3,  equal  to 
45  1.9  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  money  by  him  paid  to  Jofeph  Brown,  an 
exprefs  to  Cambridge,  £.  17  :  4  :  1,  equal  to  45.9  dollars. 

To  Jafper  Slimes  and  Abraham  Storm,  for  provifions  and  car¬ 
riage,  furn'fhed  by  them  to  the  rifle  companies,  £.14:9:2,  New- 
York  currency,  36.1  dollars  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  John  Al- 
fop,  Efq; 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  fums  be  paid. 

Application  being;  made  in  behalf  of  the  colony  of  North-Caro- 
lina,  for  the  fum  of  3750  dollars,  in  part  of  the  expenfe  incurred 
for  railing  and  equipping  a  thoufand  men  for  the  lupport  of  the 
afTociation  and  the  fafety  of  that  colony,  agreeable  to  the  reiolve 
of  the  Congrefs, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  VFilliam  Hooper,  Jofeph 
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Hewes,  and  John  Penn,  Eqrs;  and  charged  to  the  colony  of 
North-Garolina,  by  which  the  fame  is  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday  November  7,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  No.  1 1,  was  read. 

The  fecretary  having  digehed  in  order  the  refolutions  pafTed  by 
Congrefs,  produced  the  fame,  which  being  read,  were  approved  as 
follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  Dr.  Church  be  clofe  confined  in  feme  fecure 
gaol  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  without  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  converfe  with  him,  except 
in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  a  magidrate  of  the  town,  or  the 
file  riff  of  the  county  where  he  {hall  be  confined,  and  in  the  Englifh 
language,  until  farther  orders  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  additions  and  alterations  or  amend¬ 
ments  be  made  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  continental  army : 
[For  these  rules  and  regulations ,  see  page  129,  &c,  in  the  notes, ] 

Resolved ,  That  three  new  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
for  importing  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  and  that  any  five  of  them 
be  a  quorum. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Bul¬ 
lock. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  recommendation  for 
field  officers  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  faid  field  officers. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Lord  Sterling  was  elected  colonel  of  the  firft  of  the  two  battalions. 

William  Wind,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  of  ditto. 

William  De  Hart,  Efq;. major  of  ditto. 

William  Maxwell,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  fecond  of  ditto. 

Ifrael  Shrieve,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  of  ditto. 

David  Rhea,  Efq;  major  of  ditto. 

Mr.  Dickinfon  delivered  a  verbal  meffage  from  the  affembly  of 
Pennfylvania,  refpe&ing  the  refolve  fent  to  them  by  Mr.  McKean, 
and  Mr.  Deane,  defiring  to  know  on  what  evidence  the  Congrefs 
ground  the  apprehenfion  therein  expreffed,  of  hoflilities  commen¬ 
cing  at  or  near  Wyoming,  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
of  Pennfylvania  and  thofe  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

1  he  committee  appointed  to  taxe  into  confideration  the  letters 
from  the  convention  of  New- York,  and  the  Rate  of  that  colony, 
brought  in  their  report  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow® 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow# 
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Wednesday^  November  8,  1775* 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  #  appointed  to 
contract  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  Etc.  be  em¬ 
powered  to  export  to  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  on  account  and 
rilque  of  the  continent,  as  much  provifion,  or  any  other  produce, 
(except  horned  cattle,  Iheep,  hogs,  and  poultry)  as  they  may  deem 
neceil'ary  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  fulphur,  and 
faltpetre. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr*  Kirkland. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Cufhing,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Ward, 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Alexander  Klinger,  for  provi(ions  furnilhed  to  captain  Hen¬ 
drick’s  company,  £.  9  :  10,  and  to  Refine  Mourer,  for  ferriage  9^2, 
the  whole  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Henry  Chrift,  being  26.5  dollars. 

To  George  Kungle,  for  provifions  furnilhed  to  captain  Rofs’s 
company,  £.  4  :  16  :  10,  zz75  dollars. 

To  Henry  Valentine,  for  tranferibing  writings  for  the  Congrefs, 
£.  3  :  18,  zz  10.4  dollars. 

To  Samuel  Bear,  for  provifions  furnilhed  to  feveral  companies, 
£.  27  :  15  :  7,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Thomas  Compton,  zz  74 
dollars. 

To  fundries,  per  certificates  and  accounts  forwarded  by  Lewis 
Ogden,  for  necelfaries  furnilhed  captain  Rofs’s  company,  and  for  a 
guard  over  a  powder  waggon,  £.42  :  0  :  2,  New-York  currency, 
to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  George  Kennedy,  being  105  dollars. 

To  Henry  Dearing,  for  neceflaries  furnilhed  to  captain  Rofs’s 
company,  £.  6  :  17,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  John  Biddle,  junior, 
being  18.3  dollars. 

To  John  J  ones,  for  ferriage  and  provifions,  for  captain  Rofs’s 
company,  £.2,  zz5.3  dollars. 

*  In  Congress)  September  18,  1775. 

Resohed ,  That  a  fecret  committee  be  appointed  to  contra£l  for 
the  importation  and  delivery  of  any  quantity  of  gun-powder,  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  tons. 

That  in  cafe  fuch  a  quantity  of  gun-powder  cannot  be  procured, 
to  contraift  for  the  importation  of  fo  much  faltpetre,  with  a  propor¬ 
tionable  quantity  of  fulphur,  as,  with  the  powder  procured,  will 
make  five  hundred  tons. 

That  the  laid  committee  be  empowered  to  contract  for  the  im¬ 
portation  of  forty  brafs  field  pieces,  fix  pounders,  for  10,000  ftand 
of  arms,  and  20,000  good  plain  double  bridle  muiket  locks. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treafu- 
rers  to  anfwer  the  laid  contra&s. 

That  the  faid  committee  confift  of  nine  members,  any  five  of 
whom  to  be  a  quorum. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Living- 
fton,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr* 
McKean,  and  Mr.  Ward. 
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Mathias  Slough,  per  certificates,  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral 
rifle  companies,  £.22  :  3  :  2,  ^59.1  dollars.  #  q  . 

To  fundries  per  certificates,  for  provifions  furnifhed  captain 
Rofs’s  company,  £.23  :  15:5,  New-York  currency,  to  belaid, 
per  order,  to  being  59.4  uollais. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

The  Gongrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  New-York  letter,  he. 

Resolved,  That  a  commander  with  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  be 
appointed  to  take  the  command  of  the  fortifications  or  fortreffes  on 

Hudfon’s  river,,  in  the  highlands. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New* 
York,  to  empower  the  faid  commander  to  call  together  and  com¬ 
mand  two  hundred  men  of  the  militia  ol  Duchefs,  Orange,  and^ 
Ulfter  counties,  and  one  company  of  artillery  from  the  city  of 
New-York,  who  fhall  be  Rationed  in  the  highlands  until  relieved 
by  the  company  of  artillery,  directed  by  this  Gongrefs  to  be  raifed 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  fuch  other  continental  troops  as  may 
hereafter  be  direded  to  take  poffefiion  of  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  minute  men  or  militia,  while  on  fervice,  be 
maintained  and  paid  at  the  fame  rate,  as  the  red  of  the  continental 
forces. 

Resolved,  That  a  number  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Duch¬ 
efs,  Orange,  and  Ulfter,  be  formed  into  independant  companies, 
under  the  direction  of  the  commander  of  the  faid  fortreffes,  and  in 
cafe  of  alarm,  be  direded  to  repair  to  the  feveral  Rations  in  the 
highlands,  which,  in  order  to  prevent  confufion,  ftiould  be  imme¬ 
diately  aftigned  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  troops,  which  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
direded  to  garrifon  the  fortreffes  in  the  highlands,  be  put  under 
the  diredion  of  the  commander  of  the  fortreffes,  except  when 
headed  by  a  general  officer. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  commiffary-generai  be  direded  to 
provide  fufficient  provifion  for  one  thousand  men  for  one  month, 
and  keep  that  quantity  in  ftock. 

Resolved,  That  the  powder  fent  from  this  place  to  general 
Schuyler,  be  remanded,  if  it  can  be  any  way  fpared,  and  left  at 
the  fortreffes  in  the  highlands. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfyl vania,  be  re- 
quefted  to  furnifti  the  colony  of  New-York  with  500  lb.  of  powder, 
and  forward  the  fame  immediately  to  Dobb’s  ferry  ;  that  the  con¬ 
vention  of  New-York  give  order  to  receive  it  there,  and  fend  it 
as  foon  as  poffible  to  the  fortreffes  in  the  highlands. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  if  they  have  not  already  fent  forward  a  fufficient  number 
of  cannon  for  the  defence  of  the  fortreffes  ereding  in  the  high¬ 
lands,  that  they  immediately  fend  forward  to  thole  fortreffes  fo 
many  of  the  cannon  at  King’s  bridge  of  the  beft  quality  and  largeft 
bore,  as  they  may  think  neceffary  for  that  purpofe. 
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Resolved,  That  the  bills  of  fale,  for  the  veffels  ordered  to  be 
purchaled,  be  made  to  the  continental  treafurers,  or  thofe  who 
l.i..  1  liicceed  them  in  that  office,  in  truft  neverthelefs  for  the  life 
“  c°nt,'n2?1t>  or  their  reprefentatives,  in  Congrefs  met. 

.  Wot™u'  J  hat  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortref. 
fes  on  Huuion’s  river  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

.Ur.  Dyer  having,  on  account  of  indifpofition,  defired  to  be  ex- 
cn  k  iom  going  to  the  northward,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
elecuon  of  another  in  his  dead,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingfton  was  chofen. 

I  he  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught  of  inftructions, 

repci  ttd  the  iarne,  which  being  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
were  agreed  to  as  follows  :  7  1  8  p  ’ 

Instructions  to  R.  R.  Livingston,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  and  J. 

Langdoii)  Esquires, 

u  gentlemen, 

The  Congrefs  expeft  that  you  repair,  with  as  much  difpatch,  as 
the  neteilary  preparations  tor  your  journey  will  admit,  to  Ticonde- 
toga,  m  order  to  confult  with  general  Schuyler  what  number  of 
forces  will  need:  ary  in  Canada,  and  of  the  bed  and  mod  effica- 
Clous  method  ior  procuring  or  continuing  Rich  forces  in  the  north¬ 
ern  department  during  the  enfuing  winter,  of  engaging  the  inha- 
bitants  oi  the  colony  of  Canada  to  accede  to  the  affociation  of  the 

Cmted  Colonies,  and  oi  protecting  them  for  the  future  againft  their 
and  our  enemies.  ° 

“  If’,uP?n  ,fuch,a  conference,  it  (hall  be  judged  neceflary,  you 
are  authorized  to  direct  Mr.  Livingfton,  the  deputy  commifiary- 
general,  to  furniih  the  neceitary  provifions  for  an  army  of  three 
thoniand  men  for  fix  months. 

“  Yu  are  alfo  authorized  to  offer  two  months  pay  as  a  bounty 
to  Rich  officers  and  foldiers  as  (hall  re-inlift,  to  be  paid  upon  their 
taking  the  fortrefs  at  St.  John's  and  Montreal,  and  you  are  to 
ma,<e  ule  of  every  argument,  to  induce  them  to  re-inlift,  or  at  leaft 
to  ft  ay  until  they  can  he  relieved,  and  to  affure  them,  that  the  Con- 
gicls  ha vi  tanen  care  to  Ripply  them  with  proper  cloathing. 

“  \  ou  are  to  direft  the  fortreffes  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown- 
Point,  to  be  put  into  Rich  a  poRure  of  defence,  as  the  Rate  of  our 
affairs  may  require. 

“  You  are  to  advife  the  general  to  purchafe  of  Rich  officers  and 
foldiers,  who  have  arms  and  are  Tick,  their  arms  for  the  ufe  of 
thoie  who  have  none,  or  bad  ones  and  are  well. 

“  Ammunition  it  is  hoped  fince  the  late  capture  will  not  be 
wanting,  it  it  Should,  Congrefs  will  lend  the  fir  ft  that  {hall  arrive. 

II  the  i  l  fhoulcl  be  occafion  ot  reinforcements,  you  are  em¬ 
powered,  in  concert  with  general  Schuyler,  to  raife  any  number 
tnat  can  oe  procured  in  Canada,  New-York,  or  any  of  the  New- 

England  governments,  in  order  to  poiTefs  themfelves  of  Montreal 
and  Quebec. 

“  The  Congrefs  defire  you  to  exert  your  utmoft  endeavours  t« 
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induce  the  Canadians  to  accede  to  a  union  with  thefe  colonies,  and 
that  they  form  from  their  feveral  parities  a  provincial  convention, 
and  fend  delegates  to  this  Congrefs.  And  as,  in  the  prefent  unfet¬ 
tled  hate  of  that  country,  a  regular  eledtion  can  hardly  be  expect¬ 
ed,  the  Congrefs  will  acquiefce  in  the  choice  of  fuch  parilhes  and 
diflridls,  as  are  willing  to  join  us. 

“  You  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  affaire  them,  that  we 
fhall  hold  their  rights  as  dear  as  our  own,  and  on  their  union  with 
us,  exert  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain  for  them,  and  their  pof- 
terity,  the  bleffings  of  a  free  government,  and  that  fecurity  to  their 
perfons  and  property,  which  is  derived  from  the  Britifh  confiitu- 
tion. 

u  And  you  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  further  to  declare, 
that  we  hold  facred  the  rights  of  confcience,  and  fhall  never  molefl 
them  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  religion. 

tc  In  cafe  general  Schuyler  has  not  yet  raifed  the  regiment  re¬ 
commended  to  him  to  be  raifed  in  Canada,  or  in  cafe  he  cannot  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Canada,  you  are  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  your  power  to  per- 
fedt  the  raifmg  of  a  regiment  of  Canadians,  to  join  the  continental 
forces,  and  you  are,  for  that  purpofe,  to  take  with  you  blank  corn- 
millions,  which,  taking  the  advice  of  the  general  officers  in  that  de¬ 
partment,  you  are  to  fill  up  with  the  names  of  fuch  perfons,  as  have 
the  moft  merit  and  bell  qualifications  for  the  lervice. 

u  Congrefs  diredt  you  to  acquaint  general  Schuyler,  that  they 
approve  of  his  appointment  of  captain  Dimon,  to  be  a  brigade  ma¬ 
jor,  and  have  ordered  him  a  commiffion  accordingly. 

“  The  Congrefs  moreover  are  defirous  that  you  fhould  take  an 
accurate  view  of  the  flate  of  our  fortifications  upon  Hudfon’s  river, 
and  make  a  report  of  it  as  icon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done. 

u  If  the  circumftances  of  the  army  fhould  be  fuch,  that  a  ton  of 
powder  may  be  fpared,  you  are  to  direct  that  quantity  to  be  fent  to 
New- York,  and  all  fuch  cannon  and  military  ftores  as  fliall  not  be 
wanted  in  Canada,  or  in  the  fortifications  on  the  lakes,  to  be  fent 
to  Albany,  there  to  remain  until  the  Congrefs  give  farther  direc¬ 
tions  concerning  them ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  you  are  herewith  fur- 
niflied  with  a  lift  of  the  ordnance  and  military  flores,  which  were 
at  thofe  places  when  taken. 

“  You  are  to  inform  the  general  that  the  pay  of  feme,  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  is  raifed,  and  to  take  with  you  from  the  minutes,  the  addi¬ 
tional  eftablifhment. 

u  You  are  to  diredt  all  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  fhall  re-inlift, 
to  be  paid  all  arrears  that  may  be  due  to  them,  according  to  the  rolls 
to  be  fent  by  governor  Trumbull,  who  in  the  mean  time  will  be  re¬ 
queued  by  Congrefs  to  fend  the  rolls  to  the  general,  afeertaining 
how  long  the  men  have  been  in  fervice. 

“  The  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  is  approved  of  by  the  Congrefs, 
but  the  officers  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  refide  in  or  near  any  fea- 
port. 

“  °u  are  authorized  to  allure  major  Brown  and  major  Living- 
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fl°n,  that  the  Congrefs  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  important  fervices, 
and  will  take  the  hr  ft  proper  opportunity  to  reward  them. 

1  ou  are  alio  to  acquaint  the  general,  that  general  Montgome* 
ry^s  requeft,  as  to  the  pay  of  the  company  of  artillery  by  him  ap¬ 
pointed,  is  complied  with. 

“  A  committee  will  be  appointed  to  procure  as  much  hard  mo¬ 
ney  as  will  be  neceflary  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  deputy  pay-mafter- 
general  in  the  northern  army,  to  be  ufed  in  Canada".” 

Resolved ,  Fhat  the  committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate,  8tc, 
be  authouzed  to  contract  for  the  making  proper  paper  for  a  future 
emillion  of  paper  bills  of  credit. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  the  preiident  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurers  for 
tlie  fum  of  5000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
^  enniylvama,  agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  honourable  the  affem- 

biy,  towards  the  expenfe  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
fa  id  colony. 

Resolved ,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  delegates  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies,  during  the  feflions  of  Congrefs,  pafs,  and  be  carried 
f  ree  of  poftage,  the  members  having  engaged  upon  honour  not  to 
frank  or  enclofe  any  letters  but  their  own. 

Ordered ,  That  this  be  publifhed. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  font 
ot  20,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis  and  Roger  Sherman, 

Efqrs;  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  cloathing  they  were  ordered 
to  pure  hale. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed,  and  the  order 
of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tiiursdat,  November  9,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  agents  refpe&ing  the  delivery  of  the  petition 
and  the  reception  it  met  with,  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  'Fhat  the  fecretary  publifh  the  fubftance  of  faid  letter. 

Resolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortref- 
fes  on  Hudfon’s  river  be  poftponed  to  Wednefday  next,  and  that 
captain  John  Hanfon  take  and  keep  the  command  of  the  faid  for- 
treftes  and  the  troops  there,  until  the  Congrefs  fhall  appoint  a  com¬ 
mander. 

On  application  made  by  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 

Resolved ,  That  the  preftdent  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurers  in 
fav on t  of  the  delegates  of  that  colony,  for  the  fum  of  5000  dollars, 
towards  the  expenfe  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  there,  the 
laid  colony  to  account  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  fome  in¬ 
habitants  of  Nova-Scotia,  brought  in  their  report,  and  the  fame 
being  taken  into  confideration  and  debated,  was  poftponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Friday  November  10,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  1000 
dollars,  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Langdon,  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  northward. 

Resolved ,  That  the  goods  bought  for  the  northern  army  be  fent 
by  land  to  Dobb’s  ferry,  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  New- York,  and  defire  them  to  have  a  veffel  ready  to 
take  in  the  faid  goods,  and  tranfport  them  immediately  to  Albany. 

Resolved ,  That  the  medicines  purchafed  in  this  city  for  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  be  fent  thither  by  land. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  give  written  orders  to  Dr.  Morgan, 
to  call  upon  Mr.  Sears,  and  defire  him  to  deliver  what  medicines 
he  has  under  his  care,  or  can  procure,  that  they  may  be  forwarded 
to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
Hate  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  confider  whether  any,  and  what 
provifions  may  be  neceflary  for  its  defence,  and  to  report  the  fame 
to  Congrefs. 

That  the  committee  confift  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  M.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilfon* 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

Resolved ,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  continental  army,  or  the  chief  commander  in  the  army  in 
the  northern  department,  pafs  and  be  carried  free  of  poftage. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions  be 
directed  to  march  fix  companies  of  faid  battalions,  as  foon  as  they 
are  completed,  to  garrifon  the  fort  on  Hudfon’s  river,  in  the  high¬ 
lands,  in  the  colony  of  New-York. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Cooke,  and  re- 
quefi:  him  to  fend  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  one  ton 
of  powder,  for  the  defence  of  that  city  and  colony. 

Resolved ,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Wendall,  the  exprefs  from 
Albany,  who  has  been  detained  twelve  days  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
the  fum  of  16  dollars,  for  the  time  he  has  been  detained. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey,  for  5000  dollars,  towards  the  expenfe 
of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  call  on  the  gentle¬ 
men  appointed  to  fign  the  continental  bills,  and  requeft  them  with 
all  polfible  expedition  to  compleat  that  bufinefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  farther  ways  and  means 
of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  faltpetre,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  in  thefe  words  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  ikilful  perfons  fent  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  employed  there  in  a  public  faltpetre  work,  under  the 
infpection  of  gentlemen  who  will  fuperintend  it,  may,  with  fuffi- 
cient  affiftance,  produce  a  confiderable  quantity  of  that  article  ; 
and  that  a  further  fupply  of  it  may  be  procured  from  the  other  co¬ 
lonies,  if  the  affemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  of  fafety  will 
v  or.*  L  G  2 
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appoint  proper  perfons  in  their  refpeCtive  colonies,  whofe  bufine 
k  be  to  employ  and  fet  to  work  fuch  and  fo  many  of  the 
countrymen,  as  they  fhall  judge  fit,  to  colled  earth  from  which  n 
trous  1  alt  may  be  extraded,  and  to  manufadure  it  into  faltpetre. 

1  he  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  faid  report, 

Resolved ,  That  Richard  Bland,  Peter  Poythrefs,  John  Bannifte 
John  Buffin,  Archibald  Cary,  Benjamin  Watkins,  John  Tab] 
Richard  Adams,  Richard  Randolph,  and  Theodorick  Bland,  tl 
younger,  Efqrs;  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  be  defired  and  en 
powered  to  agree  with  the  proprietors  of  the  public  ware-houfe 
and  of  other  places  impregnated  with  nitre,  in  the  counties  c 
Prince-George,  Dinwiddie,  Chefterfield,  and  Henrico  ;  Carter  Braj 
ton,  John  Syme,  Burwell  Baffet,  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Wi 
bam  Aylett,  George  Brook,  George  Lyne,  and  George  Webl 
Eiqrs;  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  with  fuch  proprietors  in  tl 
counties  of  Hanover,  New-Kent,  King  William,  and  King  an 
Queen  ;  Edmund  Pendleton,  James  Taylor,  George  Stubblefieh 
Mann  Page,  the  younger,  Jofeph  Jones,  William  Fitzhugh,  c 
Sommerfet,  and  Fielding  Lewis,  Efqrs;  or  any  four  or  more  c 
them,  with  fuch  proprietors  in  the  counties  of  Caroline,  Spotfy] 
vania,  and  King  George  ;  and  Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford,  Thoma 
Ludwell  Lee,  Henry  Lee,  1  homas  Blackburn,  Charles  Broadwatei 
and  George  Mafon,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  with  fuc 
proprietors  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Prince  William,  and  Fairfax 
m  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  purchafe  for  the  ufe  of  the  Unite 
Colonies,  all  the  faltpetre  which  may  within  twelve  calendar  month 
be  produced  from  the  floors  and  yards  of  the  warehoufes  and  othe 
places,  under  the  management  of  fuch  perfons  as  the  Congref 
fhall  appoint  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  pay  to  the  owners  of  th 
foil,  if  they  will  manufacture  it  at  their  own  expenfe,  after  the  rat 
oi  two  filths  of  a  dollar  for  every  pound  weight, ^averdupois,  o 
clean,  pure,  and  neat  faltpetre,  delivered  to  the  gentlemen  abovi 
named,  for  tile  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  hire  labourers 
and  provide  the  neceffary  apparatus,  to  be  employed  under  th< 
on  cction  of  the  faid  managers,  in  the  foil  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhal 
not  chuie  to  adventure  in  the  bulinefs  themfelves,  paying  to  tin 
owners,  if  they  require  fatisfadion,  what  they  fhall  be  willing  t( 
take,  fo  that  it  do  not  exceed  one  forty  fifth  part  of  a  dollar  fo: 
every  pound  weight,  averdupois,  of  faltpetre  of  the  like  quality 
in  both  which  calcs  the  Congrefs  will  make  good  the  contracts 
and  will  pay  all  fuch  expenfes  as  fhall  be  incurred  by  the  gentle¬ 
men  defired  to  fnperintend  the  operation  ;  on  whofe  zeal,  influ¬ 
ence,  and  abilities,  to  procure,  with  all  convenient  expedition,  i 
large  quantity  of  this  article,  fo  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  then 
country,  and  thereby  render  it  a  very  important  fervice,  and  by 
their  example  and  activity  to  forward  and  encourage  this  ufefui 
work,  the  Congrefs  rely  with  confidence. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conven¬ 
tions,  and  committees  of  fafety,  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
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to  appoint  certain  perfons  within  each  of  the  faid  colonies,  whofe 
bufmefs  it  fhall  be  to  employ  and  let  to  work  fo  many  perfons  as 
they  may  think  proper,  both  to  work  up  fuch  earth  as  is  now  nt 
for  making  faltpetre,  and  to  collect  together  and  place  in  beds  or 
walls  under  {beds,  all  fuch  earth  and  compohtion  of  mateiials  as 
are  fu  it  able  to  produce  ialtpetre,  after  being  duly  expofed  to  the 
air,  in  order  to  encreafe  the  produce  of  it,  and  that  the  delegate* 
of  the  refpedtive  colonies  be  directed  to  fend  Jus  leiolution,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  refolution  of  laft  lellions  refpecting  faltpctie,  to 
their  refpeCtive  colonies,  and  caufe  them  to  be  punted  and  ma  e 

public  there.  . 

Resolved ,  That  two  battalions  of  marines  be  raifed,  confiding 

of  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant-colonels,  two  majors,  and  other 
officers  as  ufual  in  other  regiments  ;  that  they  confift  of  an  equal, 
number  of  privates  with  other  battalions  ;  that  particular  caie  be 
taken,  that  no  perfons  be  appointed  to  offices,  or  inliftecl  into  fai-d. 
battalions,  but  fuch  as  are  good  feamen,  or  io  acquainted  with 
maritime  affairs  as  to  be  able  to  ferve  to  advantage  by  fea  when 
required  :  that  they  be  inlided  and  commiffioned  to  ferve  for  and. 
during  the  prefent  war  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies, 
nnlefs  difmilTed  by  order  of  Congrefs  ;  that  they  be  diftinguifhed 
by  the  names  of  the  firft  and  fecond  battalions  of  American  ma¬ 
rines,  and  that  they  be  conlidered  as  part  of  the  number  which 
the  continental  army  before  Bodon  is  ordered  to  coniift  of. 

Ordered.,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  tranfmitted  to  the  generah 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  November  11,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  fuch  proprietors  of  to¬ 
bacco  ware-houfes,  and  tobacco  houies,  in  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
as  cannot  fpeedily  have  the  earth  of  the  floors  of  their  houies 
worked  for  faltpetre,  that  they  caufe  thofe  floors  to  be  foon  dug 
up  and  left  fine,  loofe,  and  light,  at  lead  fix  inches  deep,  differing 
the  tobacco  ffalks  and  traffiy  leaves  to  be  fpread  thereon,  and 
leaving  the  doors  open,  efpecially  in  dry  weather,  as  often  as  con¬ 
venience  will  permit,  whereby  the  foil  will  be  much  the  more  im¬ 
pregnated  with  nitrous  particles,  the  manufacture  of  faltpetre  fa¬ 
cilitated,  and  the  quantity  thereof  greatly  increafed. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Charles  Wharton,  the  other  from  James 
Loughead,  each  praying  to  be  appointed  commiffary  to  the  batta¬ 
lions  railing  in  this  colony,  were  read, 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  contract 
with  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  will  undertake  at  the  cheaped  rate, 
to  fupply  fuch  continental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  in  the  barracks  at 
Philadelphia,  during  their  (lay  there,  with  the  rations  allowed  by 
this  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Allen. 
Resolved ,  That  the  recruiting  officers  in  Pennfylvania,  fend  the 
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recruits  they  may  inlift  as  loon  as  railed,  to  the  barracks  in  Phila- 
clc  I  jpl  1 1 R  • 

rea^  lctter  from  Volkerck  P.  Douw,  Efq;  dated  6th  inftant,  was 

Revived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  confide- 
r-ition  the  foregoing  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with 
the  Indians  at  Albany,  by  the  Indian  commiffioners  of  the  north¬ 
ern  department,  and  report  thereon. 

That  the  committee  confift  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Sher- 
man,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Cufhing. 

Rselovcd,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  proceed  to  Ticonde- 
roga  an..  Canada,  lie  directed  to  confer  with  the  generals  command¬ 
ing  in  that  department,  on  the  propriety  of  fending  the  whole  or 
any  part  ot  the  army  under  their  command,  with  proper  artillery 
and  ammunition  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  fecond  colonel  Arnold’s 

expedition,  or  to  renew  the  attempt,  fliould  his  have  failed,  and  to 
give  directions  accordingly. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fortifications  of  Quebec,  in  cafe  it  comes  in¬ 
to  our  hands,  be  repaired,  and  furnifhed  with  fuch  provifions,  arms 
ammunition,  and  artillery,  as  may  be  neceffary  for  its  fecurity. 

.  Resolved)  I  hat  in  cafe  any  one  of  the  foregoing  committee  be 
di fabled  or  prevented  from  proceeding,  the  other  two  have  full 
power  to  proceed  and  tranfaCt  the  bufmefs  entrufted  to  them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Kirkland,  brought 
in  their  report,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  113  dollars  be  paid  to  the  rev.  Samuel  Kirk¬ 
land,  for  his  pad  lervices,  out  of  the  continental  treafury. 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  amongft  the 
Indians,  and  conciliating  their  affections  to  the  United  Colonies, 
and  thereby  preferving  their  friendfhip  and  neutrality,  Mr.  Kirk¬ 
land  be  continued  in  his  million  amongft  them,  and  that  for  thofe 
impoitant  pui poles,  he  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  continental 
treafury,  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  family  the  enfuing  year, 
fixty-five  pounds  fterling,  or  288|  dollars,  and  that  fixty  pounds 
Her  ling,  or  266|  dollars  be  advanced  to  him,  to  be  by  him  difpof- 
ed  of  in  fuch  manner  as  may  heft  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  and  attach  them  to  thefe  colonies. 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  farther  con  federation  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  until  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  Douw’s  letter,  and  the 
minutes  oi  the  late  treaty  are  referred,  {hall  have  made  their  re¬ 
port. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  3000  tin  cartouch  boxes  be  made  and  fent  to 

the  camp,  or  if  tin  fufficient  to  make  them  can  be  procured,  that 
it  be  fent. 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  execute  this. 
Resolved,  i  hat  the  faltpetre  committee  be  empowered  to  enter 

into  a  contract  with  the  peifons  who  offer  to  goto  Virginia  on  this 
jbufincfs. 
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Resolved ,  That  500, OCX)  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay  mafter-gene- 
ral,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  MafTachufetts-Bay. 

That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  faid  convention. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  be  a  committee,  to 
count  and  forward  the  faid  fums  under  a  guard. 

Resolved ,  That  the  guard  do  not  exceed  three  or  two  of  the  light 
horfe,  and  a  fervant. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Murray  Sanfom  and  others,  and  the 
other  from  Jafper  Griffing,  were  read, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  foregoing  petitions,  and  report  thereon  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

•o< 


1  ^ 

I  o, 


1775. 


Mondat ,  November 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed, 
was  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  army  be  repub- 
lifhed,  with  the  additions  and  alterations  lately  made. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
declaration,  in  anfwer  to  fundry  illegal  minifterial  proclamations 
that  have  lately  appeared  in  America. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
W.  Livingfton. 

Resolved ,  That  Thurfday,  the  23d  inftant,  be  affigned  for  elec¬ 
ting  a  brigadier-general. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed,  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow, 
and  from  thence  to  ten  o’clock  on  Wednesday. 

Wednesday  November  15,  1775. 

An  exprefs  having  arrived  with  an  account  of  the  furrender  of 
fort  St.  John’s,  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  and  general 
Montgomery,  were  read. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  for  542  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  captain  Thomas  Price,  on  account  of  his  rifle 
company,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petitions  from  Jafper  Griffing,  and 
Murray,  Sanfom  and  company  and  others,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  wnich  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Jafper  Griffing,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  examination  of  the  fafts,  fet  forth  in  that  me¬ 
morial,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  obfervation,  for 
Guilford,  and  that  the  fame  being  fufficicntly  proved,  the  fchooner 
Bet  fey,  mentioned  in  faid  memorial,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  her  voyage,  with  the  cargo  purchafed  and  provided  for 
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her  before  the  10th  day  of  September  laft,  the  mailer  and  owner 
of  the  velfel  previously  making  oath,  that  they  will  ufe  their  bell 
and  utmoft  endeavours,  that  the  faid  cargo  Shall  be  landed  in  Some 
foreign  port. 

On  the  memorial  of  Murray,  Sanfom  and  company,  Jacob  Wat- 
fon,  and  Frederick  Rhinelander,  of  the  city  of  New- York,  your 
committee  having  examined  as  far  as  they  could,  into  the  conduct 
of  the  parties  concerned,  find  no  ground  to  fufpedt  that  the  owners 
of  the  cargo  intended  it  Should  be  landed  or  difpofed  of  in  any 
other  manner  than  let  forth  in  the  laid  memorial,  but  your  com¬ 
mittee  think  there  is  juft  ground  to  fufped,  that  William  Barron, 
the  mailer  of  the  Ship  Peggy,  would  not  be  very  folicitous  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  cargo,  which  might  be  ufeful  to  the  ministerial  army, 
from  falling  into  the  polfellion  of  the  men  of  war,  he  having  been 
before  taken  in  the  fame  Ihip,  in  Rhode-ISland,  with  a  cargo  from 
Chefapeak-Bay,  for  Europe,  nor  can  your  committee  approve  the 
conduct  of  the  owner  of  the  lhip  who  continued  the  captain  after¬ 
wards. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  another  mailer 
ought  to  be  appointed  to  the  faid  Ihip,  who  Shall  be  approved  by 
the  committee  of  Norwich,  and  that  the  time  of  her  failing,  as 
well  as  her  tradt  be  appointed  by  that  committee,  and  the  mailer  ; 
fworn  to  ufe  his  bell  endeavours  to  prevent  the  faid  Ship  fal¬ 
ling  into  the  polfeftion  of  any  man  of  war  or  cutter,  and  to  purfue 
as  far  as  he  can,  the  orders  of  the  faid  committee  in  navigating 
the  faid  Ihip,  on  which  terms  your  committee,  are  of  opinion,  the 
faid  Ihip  ought  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  her  cargo. 

A  propofal  from  Nathaniel  Sackett,  for  making  a  quantity  of 
Saltpetre,  being  received  and  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Saltpetre  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  16,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  two  Small  fwift  failing  velfels  be  provided  for 
packets,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  appointed  to  provide  faid  velTels, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  get  one  ready  to  fail  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  the  other  in  a  month  hence. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  of  employing  thefe  velfels  to  the  bell  advantage. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Dr. 
Franklin. 

The  alfembly  of  Pennsylvania  having  by  a  refolution  of  their 
houfe,  recommended  three  gentlemen  for  field  officers  to  the  batta¬ 
lion  railing  in  faid  colony,  the  fame  together  with  applications 
from  Sundries,  to  be  appointed  adjutant  and  quarter-mailer  to  laid 
battalion,  were  read. 

Sundry  papers  from  the  general  alfembly  ol  the  colony  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
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Resolved ,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  feven. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  V/. 
Livingfton,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  1 1th  inftant, 
to  contradf  for  fupplying  the  troops  in  the  barracks  in  Philadel- 
phia,  be  empowered  to  contrail  for  fupplying  the  lame  wherever 
lent,  for  twelve  calendar  months,  provided  they  are  fo  long  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  continental  fervice,  to  commence  next  Monday. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Henry 
Rankin,  for  provifions  to  captain  Rofs’s  company,  161.9  dollars. 

To  John  Hider,  for  carrying  powder  to  Trenton,  10.6  dollars. 

This  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Jofepli  jewell. 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  horfe -hire  for  exprelfes,  20  dollars. 

To  John  Little,  for  entertainment  of  fundry  exprelfes,  16.8 
dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  faid  committee  alfo  reported  an  account  of  major  Coates 
and  captain  Copperthwaite,  which  being  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members. 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  write  to  their  colleagues,  who  are 
abfent,  and  inform  them  that  the  Congrefs  expetl  their  immediate 
attendance. 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  future,  no  member  abfent  himfelf  from 
Congrefs  without  leave  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  a  rule  of  this  Congrefs,  that  every  member 
remain  in  his  feat  whilft  any  paper  is  reading  or  cpieftion  putting. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  November  17,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  encloling  a  letter  and  jour¬ 
nal  of  colonel  Arnold,  and  fundry  papers  being  received,  the  fame 
were  read,  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed,  to  take  into 
confideration  fo  much  of'  the  general’s  letter  as  relates  to  the  dif~ 
pofal  ol  luch  velfels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  the  enemy,  as  lhall 
fall  into  the  hands  of,  or  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Johnfon. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prifoners  taken  at  Chambly  and  St.  John’s, 
be  fent  to,  and  kept  in  the  towns  of  Reading,  Lancafter,  and  York, 
in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania. 

That  the  committee  appointed  the  1  lth  inftant,  to  contraft  for 
fupplying  the  battalion,  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  empowered  to 
diftribute  the  faid  prifoners  in  the  towns  afore  faid,  and  contract 
for  their  fupport  or  fubfiiHnce. 


That  the  rations  of  the  privates  be  the  fame  as  are  allowed  the 
privates  in  the  continental  army. 

That  orders  ilTue  to  the  officer  who  has  the  charge  of  conducing 
the  pri toners,  to  march  them  by  the  nearefl  road  to  Reading,  in 
the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  the  deputy  commiffary-gene- 
ral  be  directed  to  fupply  them  with  provihons  for  their  march, 
agreeable  to  the  rations  fupplied  the  continental  army. 

That  the  faid  commitfary  be  directed,  if  the  prifoners  agree  to 
it,  to  lend  the  women,  children  and  baggage  by  water  to  Amboy, 
from  thence  to  be  fent  acrofs  to  Bordentown,  and  from  thence  by 
water  to  Philadelphia,  from  which  lafl  place  they  will  be  fent  to 
join  the  garrifon  in  the  towns  allotted  to  them,  this  being  judged 
the  fafefl,  cheapeft,  and  moil  commodious  way  of  conveying  them. 

W  hereas  it  is  become  necefTary  to  appoint  a  colonel  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  oi  artillery,  in  the  room  of  colonel  Gridley,  on  account  of 
his  advanced  age*, 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  indemnify  colonel  Gridley  for 
any  lofs  of  half-pay,  which  he  may  fuftain  in  conference  of  his 
having  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  artillery,  and 

Henry  Knox,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  elecled. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiffioned  officers,  ta*ken  in  the  forts  of 
Chambly  and  St.  John’s,  be  put  upon  their  parole  of  honour,  that 
they  will  not  go  into  or  near  any  feaport  town,  nor  farther  than 
fix  miles  diflant  from  the  refpedtive  places  of  their  refidence,  with¬ 
out  leave  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  and  that  they  will  carry  on 
no  political  correfpondence  whatever,  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  difpute 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  fo  long  as  they  remain  pri¬ 
foners. 

Whereas  the  officers  taken  at  fort  Chambly,  have  been  permitted 
by  general  Schuyler,  to  make  choice  of,  and  to  refide  in  Trenton,  in 
New-Jerfey,  and  the  difpolition  of  the  prifoners  by  him  made,  has 
been  approved  by  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutioii  be  fent  to  the 
committee  of  Trenton,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  delired  to 
get  the  fame  figned  by  the  officers  there. 

Resolved ,  That  the  officers  taken  at  St.John’s,  be  fent  to  Wind¬ 
ham  and  Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Connedlicut,  provided  general 
Schuyler  has  not  given  his  word  for  another  difpofition  of  them. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

M o  nd  a  r,  Nov  ember  20,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Walhington  and  governor  Trumbull, 
witli  papers  enclofed,  among  which  were  intercepted  letters  from 
Cork,  were  read. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Godfred  Fehr,  the  other  from  Melchior 
Neff,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 
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Captain  John  Hulbert,  who  was  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to 
conduct  the  officers,  who  were  taken  prifoners  at  Fort  Chambly,  to 
Trenton,  attended  and  made  report  of  his  proceedings. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  16,669|  dollars,  be  put  Into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  of  New-Jerfey,  for  the  purpofe  of 
furnifhing  the  two  battalions,  raifed  in  faid  colony,  with  the  arti¬ 
cles  allowed  them,  in  lieu  of  bounty,  and  for  one  month’s  pay  of 
faid  battalions,  he  to  give  fecurity  for  the  difpoial  of  laid  money, 
and  to  render  account  to  Congreis. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  confer  with  Mr.  Lowry,  and  re¬ 
ceive  propofals  with  regard  to  the  recompence  he  will  expedt  for  this 
fervice. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contrad  for  Apply¬ 
ing  the  battalions  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  empowered  to  adver¬ 
tise  and  receive  propofals,  and  contract  for  Applying  the  above  two 
battalions  with  the  rations  allowed  them. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  for 
the  battalion,  under  the  command  of  colonel  lord  Sterling,  raifed  in 
the  eaftern  divifion  of  NewT-Jerfey,  and  Alexander  Clough,  was 
eledted. 

Resolved ,  That  general  Schuyler  be  diredted  to  make  farther 
fearch  in  the  places  where  the  lead  was  found  at  Crown-Point  and 
Ticonderoga,  and  that  he  fend  as  much  lead  as  can  be  fpared  to 
the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  contradt 
for  the  importation  of  an  hundred  tons  of  lead. 

Resolved ,  That  the  intercepted  letters  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  feven,  appointed  the  17th  inftant,  in  order  to  feledf  fuch 
parts  of  them  as  it  may  be  proper  to  publifh,  and  that  they  lay  the 
extradfs  before  Congrefs. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat ,  November  21,  1775. 

Mr.  Morris,  who  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lowry, 
having  made  his  report,  and  the  fame  being  confidered, 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Lowry  be  allowed  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  in  full  of  all  charges,  for  the  money  paffing  through  his  hands. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  conlideration  the  petitions  from  Bermuda  to  them  re¬ 
ferred,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  relumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken 
into  confideration  the  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
certain  refolutions  thereon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  then 
delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  again  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  confidered  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  tomorrow. 
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Wednesday,  November  22,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

i  he  committee  of  the  whole,  to  whom  were  referred  the  feveraK 
petitions  from  the  ifland  of  Bermuda,  reprefenting  the  diflrefs  to 
which  they  were  expofed  by  the  non-exportation  agreement,  and 
praying  to  be  relieved  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Congrefs  may  deem 
confident  with  the  fafety  of  America,  report  that  they  have  confi¬ 
de  red  the  fame,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  the  inhabitants  oi  the  ifland  of  Bermuda  appear  friendly  to 
the  caule  of  America,  and  ought  to  be  fupplied  with  fuch,  and  f© 
great  a  quantity  of  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  their  iubfiftance  and  home  confumption  ;  that  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  committee,  they  will  annually  require  for  the  purpofes 
aforelaid,  72,000  bulhels  of  Indiaji  corn,  2000  barrels  of  bread  or 
flour,  1000  barrels  of  beef  or  pork,  2100  bufliels  of  peas  or  beans* 
and  300  tierces  of  rice,  and  that  they  be  permitted  to  export  the 
fame  yearly. 

Y  hat  the  faid  inhabitants  ought  to  pay  for  the  above  annual  al¬ 
lowance  in  fait,  but  it  is  not  the  defign  of  this  refolution  to  exclude 
,  them  from  the  privilege  of  receiviilg  American  produce  to  any 
amount  in  exchange  for  arms,  ammunition,  faltpetre,  fu-lphur,  and 
field-pieces,  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  pafTed  the  1 5th. 
of  July  laft. 

That  to  enable  fuch  of  thefe  colonies  as  can  conveniently  furnifh 
the  ifland  of  Bermuda  with  the  above  mentioned  allowance,  to  di¬ 
vide  whatever  advantages  may  refill t  therefrom,  in  proportion  to 
their  refpe&ive  {hares  of  the  general  expenfe  ;  it  is  further  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  committee, 

That  the  colony  of  South-Carolina,  fupply  them  with  300  tierces 
of  rice. 

That  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  fupply  them  with  16,000' 
bufliels  of  Indian  corn,  and  468  bufliels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Virginia,  fupply  them  with  36,000  bufliels  of 
Indian  coi  n,  and  1050  bulhels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Maryland,  fupply  them  with  20,000  bufliels 
of  Indian  corn,  and  5  82  bufliels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  oF  Pennfylvania,  fupply  them  with  1200  barrels 
of  flour  or  bread,  and  600  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

That  the  colony  of  New- York,  fupply  them  with  800  barrels  of 
flour  or  bread,  and  400  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

That  the  conventions  or  committees  of  fafety,  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  colonies  ought  to  fuperintend  the  faid  exportation,  provide 
againft  frauds,  and  take  care,  that  in  exchanging  the  faidcommo. 
dities  of  fait  and  provisions,  no  undue  advantage  be  taken  by  either 
party  of  their  mutual  wants,  and  further  that  no  veil'd  employed 
in  this  bufinefs  ought  to  load  without  their  permiflion,  and  that 
when  they  {hall,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  refolutions,  permit  any  of 
the  faid  veffeis  to  load,  they  do  give  notice  thereof  to  the  commit* 
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tee  of  infpe&ion  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  where  fuch  veffel  fiiall 
load,  and  inform  them  that  the  fame  is  done  under  the  authority, 

and  by  order  of  this  Congrefs.  . 

Ordered. ,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  tranimit- 
ted  to  the  feveral  conventions,  affemblies,  or  committees  or  faA^ty 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  ifland  of  Bermuda  ;  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  be  informed,  that  the  Congrefs  will  af¬ 
ford  them  other  neceffaries  (fuch  as  lumber,  foap,  and  candles,) 
whenever  the  quality  and  quantity  of  each  of  thofe  articles  uicd  in 
the  ifland  fhall  be  afcertained. 

That  Edward  Stiles  be  permitted  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  fend  the  brig 
Sea-nymph,  Samuel  Stobel,  mafter,  with  4000  bufhels  of  Indian 
corn,  300  barrels  of  flour,  100  barrels  of  bread,  20  barrels  of  pork, 
S  barrels  of  beef,  30  boxes  of  foap,  and  1  5  barrels  of  apples  to 
Bermuda,  for  the  immediate  fupply  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the 
faid  cargo  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  annual  allowance  aforefaid, 
for  the  year  enfuing. 

The  committee  on  Volckert  P.  Douw’s  letter,  and  the  minutes 
of  the  treaty  at  Albany,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read 

and  debated,  . 

Resolved ,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  deferred  till 

to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursda  r ,  November  23,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  120  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hulbert, 
and  charged  to  general  Schuyler,  and  that  faid  J.  Hulbert,  after 
Rationing  his  men  at  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon’s  river,  have  leave 
to  be  abfent  ten  days. 

The  committee  for  fitting  out  armed  vefTels  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  draught  of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  navy,  and 
articles  to  be  figned  by  the  officers  and  men  employed  in  that  fervice, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members. 

The  committee  on  general  Walhington’s  letter  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  Mr.  Douw’s  letter,  and  the  Albany  treaty,  and 
after  debate  the  firft  paragraph  was  poflponed,  and  the  remainder 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into  confedera¬ 
tion  the  letter  from  Volckert  P.  Douw,  Efq;  and  the  minutes  of 
the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  by  the  commiffioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  have  examined  the  fame, 
and  come  to  the  following  refolutions  thereupon, 
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1  hat  lt  is  the  opinion  of  tins  committee,  that  the  Indians  be  al¬ 
lured  that  tins  Congrefs  are  pleafed  with  their  defire,  that  the  trade 
fhould  >e  opened  as  lormerly  at  Albany  and  Scheneftady,  that  the 
Cong-re  s  will  exert  their  ftrenuous  endeavours  to  procure  the  goods 
the  Indians  may  want,  and  put  the  trade  under  fuch  wife  regula- 
tions,  as  that  mutual  juftice  may  be  effeaed,  and  that  they  hope 
thoie  endeavours  will  be  fuccefsful.  3  * 

That  general  Schuyler  be  delired  to  furnilh  the  commifficners  at 
Albany  with  feme  powder,  if  he  can  fpare  it,  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  Indians,  who  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  are  much 
diitreiled  by  the  want  of  that  article. 

That  the  commiffioners  for  tranfafting  Indian  affairs  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  department,  be  de fired  to  obtain  from  the  Mohawk  Indians 
and  the  corporation  of  Albany,  a  Rate  of  the  controvert  between 
them,  concerning  the  land  delired  by  the  former  in  the  late  treaty 

ai.  Albany,  to  be  rellorcd  to  them,  and  report  the  matter  as  it  /hall 
appear  to  them,  to  the  Congrefs. 

^  nat  ,^ie  iaicl  commidioners  be  delired,  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  Colonies,  to  provide  for  and  entertain  the  fachcms  and  war¬ 
riors  ot  the  Six  Nations,  and  other  Indians  friendly  to  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  their  attendants  and  meffengers,  with  the  accuftomed  hofpita- 
lity  when  they  come  to  Albany  or  Schenectady,  to  treat,  or  give 
intelligence  of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  vifit,  and  for  this  puroofe 
that  750  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  faid  commiffioners 
fubjecl  to  account. 

that  the  faid  commiffioners  be  dire&ed  to  employ  two  black- 
fmitlis  for  reafon*ble  kilaries,  to  refide  among  and  work  for  the  In¬ 
dians  of  the  Six  Nations. 

1  hat  the  laid  commiffioners  be  empowered  to  employ  an  inter- 
p  etei,  with  a  {alary  2  2  u  dollars  by  the  year,  commencing  the  12th 
day  of  this  month,  who  Ihall  alfo  hi  allowed  his  travelling  expenfe* 
to  be  fettled  by  the.  commiffioners,  and  James  Deane,  if  they  judge 
him  well  qualified,  is  recommended  to  execute  this  office. 


l  nat  23  dollars  be  paid  to  James  Deane  over  and  above  the  75 
dollars  advanced  him  by  the  commiffioners  for  his  pad  fervices. 

Resolved ,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
Albany  treaty,  and  that  they  he  directed  to  confider  of  a  plan  for 
carrying  on  a  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  to  devife  ways  and  means 
for  procuring  goods  proper  for  that  trade. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 
Whereas  major  Hawley,  who  was  Heeled  one  of  the  commiffion¬ 
ers  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  cannot,  on  account 
.of  the  fituation  of  his  private  affairs,  attend  that  bufinefs,  and  he 
having  by  his  letter  delired  to  be  excufed  from  that  fervice, 

Resolved ,  T  hat  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  a  commiffioner 
of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  in  the  room  of  the 
laid  major  Hawley. 

Information  beinggiven  to  Congrefs,  that  certain  frauds  havebeen 
attempted  in  executing  contracts  for  the  continent, 
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Resolved.,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 

that  matter.  _ 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Lyncn,  Mr.  Jonmon, 

colonel  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  ot  Leutenant  Xla- 
mar,  one  of  the  prifoners  at  I  renton,  tor  lea\e  toieiide  v  i.h  -Mi. 
Duer,  near  Saratoga,  the  fame  was  granted,  he  to  be^on  die  fame 
parole  as  other  officers,  with  tins  variation,  not  to  go  faitnei  than 
twelve  miles  from  the  place  now  aiiigned  him. 

Application  being  alio  made  in  behalf  ot  lieutenant  Symes,  a  pn- 
foner  now  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  for  leave  to  leiicae  at  Tienton, 
on  the  fame  parole  as  the  other  officers  there,  the  fame  was  grantcci. 

Information  being  given  to  Gongrefs  by  the  committee  of  ?n- 
fpection  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  that  fundi y  pen- 
1'ons  in  this  city  have  refufed  to  receive  in  payment  or  give  cin- 
rency  to  the  bills  iffued  by  order  of  this  Gongrefs,  and  alio  to  thofc 
emitted  by  the  affembly  of  this  province. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  take  this 
matter  into  confideration,  and  report  thereon  to  Gongrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jav,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed,  and 
the  orders  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

— — <5£>  *££2**° - 

Friday,  November  24,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  difpatches  be  fent  to  the  colony  agents  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  Mr.  Morris’s  veffel,  which  will  be  ready  to  fail  on  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  intercepted  letters  were  ■  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  read  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  committee  publifh  the  extracts  now  laid 
before  Gongrefs,  and  that  they  get  a  thousand  copies  of  the  fame, 
together  with  an  authentic  account  of  the  capture  of  Ghambly  and 
St.  John’s,  ftruck  off. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  prepare  a  letter  to  the  colony 
agents. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Gongrefs  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  a  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment,  in  the  room  of  major  Hawley,  and  the  ballots  being  ta¬ 
ken  and  examined, 

Timothy  Edwards,  Efq;  was  imanimonfly  el  e  Red. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  {fate  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  to  Goncrrefs 
what  in  their  opinion  is  neceffary  to  he  done  for  its  fafety  and  fe- 
curity. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and 
Mr.  Paca. 

The  Gongrefs  re fu died  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  gene- 
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ral  W aflnngton’s  letter,  and  the  fame,  after  debate,  was  referred 
ior  iarther  consideration  till  to-morrow. 

A  pe  tition  from  Downham  Newton,  was  prefented  and  read. 
Resolved,  i  hat  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

1  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  lav. 
Resolved ,  That  the  treafurers  pay  fuch  fums  of  money  as  the 
committee  for  promoting-  the  manufacture  of  faltpetre  (hall  draw 
orders  upon  or  apply  to  them  for,  not  exceeding  1000  dollars,  to 
he  accounted  for  by  laid  committee. 

*  111  caie  t^ie  c°nimittee  for  promoting  the  manufacture  of 

ialtpetre,  cannot  procure  perfons  to  go  to  Virginia  for  that  pur- 
poie,  it  he  recommended  to  the  gentlemen,  who  are  defired  and 
Empowered  to  Superintend  and  forward  the  work  in  that  colony,  to 
employ  any  Ikiliul  managers  tney  can  meet  with,  to  undertake  it. 

A  petition  from  captain  Dugal  Me.  Gregor,  was  prefented  and 
i  eaa. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  Down- 
ham  Newton’s  petition  is  referred. 

i  he  committee  on  the  hate  of  the  treafury,  brought  in  their  re* 
po.  t,  which  was  read,  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

i  hv  Several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pottponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

SsitfuRDAr,  November  25,  1775. 

Tire  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  ol  field  officers  for  the 
battalion  railed  in  Pennsylvania,  when  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined  : 

John  Bull,  Efq;  was  elected  colonel. 

James  Irvine,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel. 

Anthony  James  Morris,  Efq;  major. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Monday  next  be  afligned  for  the  appointment 
of  an  adjutant  and  a  quarter-matter  for  the  Second  battalion,  raifed 
in  New-Jerfey,  and  of  an  adjutant  and  quarter-matter  for  the  bat¬ 
talion  railed  in  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  I  hat  1  uefday  next  be  attigned  for  the  consideration 
of  the  memorials  of  the  tea-holders  in  New-York  and  Philadelphia. 

1  he  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  John 
H mchman,  for  provifions  furnilhed  to  leveral  rifle  companies,  the* 
fum  of  65.2  dollars. 

Chrittopher  Haine,  for  kettles  and  canteens,  furnifhed  to  cap¬ 
tain  Steven  Ion  and  captain  Rofs’s  companies,  the  fum  of  35.8 
dollars,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  Gibfon  and  Atton. 

Richard  Bache,  deputy  pott-matter,  for  Sundry  pottages,  from  the 
1 4  -  h  of  October  to  8th  November,  1775,  inclufive,  31.1  dollars. 

1  homas  Dewces,  for  dieting  the  crew  of  the  (hip  Rebecca  and 
Frances,  44.4  dollars. 

Levi  Hollingfworth,  for  expenfes  of  himfelf  and  three  others,  to 
I  icondcroga  and  back  again,  who  took  with  them  a  quantity  of 
money  for  general  Schuyler,  the  fum  of  128  dollars. 
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Andrew  Bunker,  for  blankets  and  kettles,  furnifhed  captain 
■Stevenfon's  company,  by  Anthony  Noble,  41.4  dollars.  ^ 

Doctor  Franklin,  for  the  expenies  of  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Lyncn, 
and  himfeif,  on  their  journey  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  including 
carriage  hire,  kc.  53  1.9  dollars,  and  for  other  monies  paid  by 
him  for  the  continental  fervice,  including  20  dollars  advanced  to 
Chriftopher  Madeira,  and  to  be  charged  to  him  the  ium  ot  72.7 


dollars.  _ __  , 

John  Sterret,  for  goods  furnifhed  by  Jofeph  Holmes  to  captain 

Morgan’s  company,  to  be  charged  to  faid  company,  the  luin  ot 
55. 9  dollars. 

William  Well,  for  goods  furnifhed  by  John  Holmes  to  captain 
Cluggage’s  company,  the  fum  of  281.3  dollars,  of  winch  fum, 

3 5 1_|  dollars  being  for  blankets  charged  to  the  continent,  and  the 
remainder  to  captain  Cluggage’s  company,. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  general  W alhington’s  letter,  and  the  fame  being  de¬ 
bated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  undoubted  information,  that  many  vef- 
fels  which  had  cleared  at  the  refpe&ive  cuftom-houfes  in  thefe  co¬ 
lonies,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  eftablifhed  by  ads  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  parliament,  have  in  a  lawlefs  manner,  without  even  the  fem- 
blance  of  juft  authority,  been  feized  by  his  majefty’s  {hips  of  war, 
and  carried  into  the  harbour  of  Bofton  and  other  ports,  where  they 
have  been  rifled  of  their  cargoes,  by  orders  of  his  majefty’s  naval 
and  military  officers,  there  commanding,  without  the  faid  yeffels 
having  been  proceeded  againft  by  any  form  of  trial,  and  without 
the  charge  of  having  offended  againft  any  law. 

And  whereas  orders  have  been  iffued  in  his  majefty’s  name,  to 
the  commanders  of  his  fhips  of  war,  a  to  proceed  as  in  the  cafe  of 
actual  rebellion  againft  fuch  of  the  lea-port  towns  and  places  being 
acceffible  to  the  king’s  fhips,  in  which  any  troops  lhali  be  raifed 
or  military  works  ere&ed,”  under  colour  of  which  faid  orders,  the 
commanders  of  his  majefty’s  faid  fliips  of  war,  have  already  burned 
and  deftroyed  the  flourifhing  and  populous  town  of  Falmouth,  and 
have  fired  upon  and  much  injured  feveral  other  towns  within  the 
United  Colonies,  and  difperfed  at  a  late  feafon  of  the  year,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  helplefs  women  and  children,  with  a  favage  hope  that  thofe 
may  perifh  under  the  approaching  rigours  of  the  feafon,  who  may 
chance  to  efcape  definition  from  fire  and  fword,  a  mode  of  warfare 
long  exploded  amongft  civilized  nations. 

And  whereas  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  fenfibly  affebled 
by  the  deftru&ion  of  their  property,  and  other  unprovoked  injuries, 
have  at  laft  determined  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  a  repetition, 
thereof,  and  to  procure  fome  reparation  for  the  fame,  by  fitting  out 
armed  veffels  and  fhips  of  force.  In  the  execution  of  which  com¬ 
mendable  defigns,  it  is  poffible  that  thofe  who  have  not  been  inftru- 
•  mental  in  the  unwarrantable  violences  abovementioned  may  fuller, 
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unlcfs  fome  laws  be  made  to  regulate,  and  tribunals  erefted  com- 
petcnt  to  determine  the  propriety  of  captures  :  Therefore  refolved" 
la.  -  oat  all  Inch  fhips  of  war,  frigates,  floops,  cutters,  and 
anntd  veffels  as  are  or  fliall  be  employed  in  the  prefent  cruel  and 
uujnu  war  againfl  the  United  Colonies,  .and  fhall  fall  into  the 
hands  o.,  or  he  taken  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  be  feized  and  for- 
icit  At  to,  and  tor  the  purpofes  hereinafter  mentioned* 

.  - Af.vu.-t vd,  1  hat  all  tranfport  velfels  in  the  fame  fervice,  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing,  provifions 
or  military  or  naval  (lores,  of  what  kind  foever,  and  all  veffels  to 
wnoniioever  belonging,  that  fhall  be  employed  in  carrying  provi- 
bons  or  other  neceffaries  to  the  Briti/h  army  or  armies,  or  navy, 
...  ,  now  are  or  (hall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United  Colo- 
me.  ,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  for  the  ufe  of  fiich  fleet 
ora-nv,  fhall  be  liable  to  felzure,  and  with  their  cargoes  fhall  be 
corticated* 

2  hilt  110  or  commander  of  any  veffel  fhall  be  entitled 

f;°  c:~i;4e  I0f\0r  niake  prize  of  any  veffel  or  cargo  before  he  fhall 
i.ave  cotamed  a  com  million  from  the  Congrefs,  or  from  fuch  per- 
ic.  n  o] i  perfons  as  fhall  be  lor  chat  purpofe  appointed  in  fome  one  of 

the  United  Colonies. 

4t;'*  }  'g1  it  be j and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  feveral  Jegif- 
lauLi  es  m  tne  United  Colonies,  as  loon  as  pofiible,to  eredf  courts  of 
j-.fcic.e,  ai  give  jurdaiciion  to  the  courts  now  in  being  for  the  pur- 
pole  oc  determining  concerning  the  captures  to  be  made  as  afore - 
faid,  and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  fuch  cafe  be  had  by  a  jury  un¬ 
der  fuch  qualifications,  as  to  the  reipedtive  legillatures  fhall  feem 
expedient. 

X 

ucn.  I  hat  all  profecutions  fliall  be  commenced  in  the  court  of 
th  -t  colony  in  which  the  captures  fliall  be  made,  but  if  no  fuch 
court  be  at  that  time  erected  in. the  faid  colony,  or  if  the  capture 
be  made  on  open  lea,  then  the  profecution  fliall  be  in  the  court  of 
ii  c  i  colony  -is  the  captor  may  find  moll  convenient,  provided  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  refolution  fliall  be  conftrued  fo  as  to  en- 
aoi:  th  a  captor  to  remove  his  prize  from  any  colony  competent  to 
cl.'  tenrnne  concerning  the  feizure,  after  he  fliall  have  carried  the 
veffel  fo  f  ized  within  any  harbour  of  the  fame. 

fiyb.  p-it  in  aii  cales  an  appeal  fliall  be  allowed  to  the  Con¬ 
go  { or  inch  perlon  or  perfons  as  they  fliall  appoint  for  the  trial  of 
a]  ,-M  b  provided  the  appeal  be  demanded  within  five  days  after  de- 
friitive  fentence,  and  fuch  appeal  be  lodged  with  the  fecretary  of 
Cem,  refs  v/iihin  forty  days  afterwards,  and  provided  the  party  ap- 
•■'bi  give  1  .curity  to  profecute  the  faid  appeal  to  effect,  and 
in  cab-  of  the  death  of  the  fecretary  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs, 
t!;  n  the  laid  appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Congrefs  within  twenty  days  af¬ 
ter  the  meeting  thereof. 

<  tn.  i  licit  wnen  any  veffel  or  veffels  fliall  be  fitted  out  at  the 
CAp.mfe  of  any  private  perfon  or  perfons,  then  tire  captures  made 
fliall  be  to  the  uie  oi  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  faid  veffel  or  vef.  " 


ili&ljBI 


gy  'v*.  :\\w" 


NOVEMBER  1775 


243 


fels ;  that  where  the  veffels  employed  in  the  capture  fhall  be  fitted 
out  at  the  expenfe  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  then  one-third  of 
the  prize  taken  fhall  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  captors,  and  the  remaining 
two-thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  colony,  and  where  the  veffels  fo 
employed  lhall  be  fitted  out  at  the  continental  charge,  then  one- 
third  fhall  go  to  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the 
ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  if  the  cap¬ 
ture  be  a  veffel  of  war,  then  the  captors  fhall  be  entitled  to  one- 
half  of  the  value,  and  the  remainder  fhall  go  to  the  colony  or  con¬ 
tinent  as  the  cafe  may  be,  the  neceffary  charges  of  condemnation 
of  all  prizes,  being  deducted  before  diftribution  made. 

8th.  That  the  captures  heretofore  made  by  veffels  fitted  out  at 
the  continental  charge  were  juftifiable,  and  that  the  diftribution  of 
the  captor’s  fhare  of  the  prizes  by  general  Wafhington,  be  confirm¬ 
ed,  which  is  as  follows : 

A  captain  or  commander,  6  fhares. 


5  do. 

4  do. 

4  do. 

3  do. 

2  do* 

1  and  a  half  fhare 
1  and  a  half  do. 

1  and  a  half  do. 

1  and  a  half  do. 

1  and  a  half  do. 

1  fhare. 


Firft  lieutenant, 
Second  lieutenant 
Surgeon, 

M  after, 

Steward, 

Mate, 

Gunner, 
Boatfwain, 
Gunner’s  mate, 
Serjeant, 

Privates, 


Resolved ,  That  that  part  of  general  Wafhington’s  letter  of  the 
11th  inftant,  refpeCting  the  capture  of  a  veffel  by  the  inhabitants 
of  New-Hampfhire,  be  referred  to  the  committee,  who  brought  in 
the  foregoing  report. 

The  Congrefs  next  took  into  conftderation  the  rules  and  orders 
for  the  fleet  of  the  United  Colonies,  but  not  having  time  to  finifh 
them, 

Resolved ,  That  the  farther  conftderation  of  them  be  deferred  till 
Monday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Mondat ,  November  27 ,  1775 


A  report  prevailing  that  young  Mr.  Skene,  who  was  a  prifoner 
in  Connecticut,  has  made  his  efcape, 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  of  Connecticut  be  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  truth  of  that  report. 

Resolved ,  That  orders  iffue  to  lord  Sterling  to  colleCt  the  troops 
which  were  raifed  in  New-Jerfey  (except  the  ftx  companies  which 
have  been  ordered  to  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon’s  river)  and  to  place 
them  in  barracks  in  the  eaftern  divifton  of  New-Jerfey,  as  contigu- 
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ous  to  New- York  as  can  be,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders  from 

Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  convention  of  New- 
\  ork,  requeuing  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  furnifh 
the  troops  railed  in  New-Jerfey  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  with 
as  many  arms  as  they  can  fpare. 

The  Gongrels  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  and 
quarter-mailer  for  the  battalion  raifed  in  the  wellern  divifion  of 
New-Jerfey,  when 

Mr.  Ephraim  Anderfon  was  ele&ed  adjutant,  and  Mr.  Buddel 
Shinn,  quarter-mailer. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent  be  fup- 
plied  with  luel  and  bedding  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea¬ 
surers,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  pay  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  faid  colony,  the 
committee  to  account  for  the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  general  Waffiington  of  the  19thin(lant,  enclofmg 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  colonel  Arnold,  of  the  27th  October,  being 
received,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  difputes  between  the  people  of  Connecticut 
and  Pennfylvania,  and  after  debate, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
Itruction  to  the  committee  to  hear  evidence  on  the  pofleffiori  and 
jurifdiction  of  the  lands  in  difpute,  and  reduce  to  writing  fuch  parts 
of  the  evidence  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

As  three  of  the  committee  are  ablent,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Chafe,  and  Mr.  Kinfey, 

Resolved ,  That  three  members  be  elected  in  their  Head. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tue  s da  r,  Novembe r  28,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rules  and  orders 
for  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  the  fame  being  debated 
by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies : 

The  commanders  of  all  Clips  and  veiTels  belongingto  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies,  are  ftridlly  required  to  fhew  in  themfelves  a 
good  example  of  honour  and  virtue  to  their  officers  and  men,  and  to 
be  very  vigilant  in  in  fuelling  the  behaviour  of  all  fuch  as  are  under 
them,  and  to  difcountenance  and  lupprefs  all  difiolute,  immoral, 
and  diforderly  practices,  and  alfo  fuch  as  are  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  dil'cipline  and  obedience,  and  to  correct  thofe  who  are  guilty  of 
the  fame,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  fea. 

The  commanders  of  the  (hips  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
are  to  take  care  that  divine  fervice  be  performed  twice  a  day  on 
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board,  and  a  fermon  preached  on  Sundays,  unlefs  bad  weather  or 

other  extraordinary  accidents  prevent.^ 

If  any  lhall  be  heard  to  fwear,  curie  or  blafpheme  the  name  o 
God,  the  commander  is  ftritftly  enjoined  to  punilh  them  foi  every 
offence,  by  cauling  them  to  wear  a  wooden  collar,  01  fome  other 
lhameful  badge  of  diftindtion,  forfo  long  time  as  he  fhall  judge  pro¬ 
per.  If  he  be  a  commiffioned  officer,  he  fhall  forfeit  one  milling 
for  each  offence,  and  a  warrant  or  inferior  officer  fix-pence.  He 
who  is  guilty  of  drunkennefs,  if  a  feaman,  fhall  be  put  in  irons  un¬ 
til  he  is  fober,  but  if  an  officer,  he  fhall  forfeit  two  days  pay. 

No  commander  fhall  inflict  any  punifhment  upon  a  feaman  be¬ 
yond  twelve  lafhes  upon  his  bare  back,  with  a  cat  of  nine  tails  \  if 
the  fault  fhall  deferve  a  greater  punifhment,  he  is  to  apply  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  navy,  in  order  to  the  trying  of  him  by  a 
court-martial,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  may  put  him  under  confine¬ 
ment. 

The  commander  is  never  by  his  own  authority  to  difcharge  a  com- 
miffion  or  warrant  officer,  nor  to  punifh  or  firike  him,  but  he  may 
fufpend  or  confine  them,  and  when  he  comes  m  the  way  of  a  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  apply  to  him  for  holding  a  court-martial. 

The  officer  who  commands  by  accident  of  the  captain  01  com¬ 
mander’s  ab fence  (unlefs  he  be  abfent  for  a  time  by  leave)  fhall  not 
•  order  any  correction,  but  confinement,  and  upon  the  captains  re¬ 
turn  on  board,  he  lhall  then  give  an  account  of  his  leaions  foi  fo 
doing. 

The  captain  is  to  caufe  the  articles  of  war  to  be  hung  up  in  fome 
public  place  of  the  fhip,  and  read  to  the  fhip  s  company  once  a 
month. 

Whenever  a  captain  fhall  inlift  a  feaman,  he  fhall  take  care  to 
enter  on  his  books  the  time  and  terms  of  his  entering,  in  oraer  to 
his  being  juftly  paid. 

The  captain  fhall,  before  he  fails,  make  return  to,  and  leave 
with  the  Congrefs,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  the  tmngrefs  fhall 
appoint  for  that  purpofe,  a  compleat  lift  of  all  his  officers  and  men, 
with  the  time  and  terms  of  their  entering  ;  and  during  his  cruize, 
fhall  keep  a  true  account  of  the  defertion  or  death  of  any  of  them, 
and  of  the  entering  of  others,  and  after  his  cruize,  and  before  any 
of  them  are  paid  off,  he  fhall  make  return  of  a  compleat  lift  of  the 
fame,  including  thole  who  fhall  remain  on  board  his  fhip. 

The  men  fhall,  at  their  requeft,  be  furnifhed  with  flops,  that  are 
neceffary,  by  the  captain  or  purfer,  who  fhall  keep  an  account  of 
the  fame,  and  the  captain  in  his  return  in  the  laft  mentioned  arti¬ 
cle  dire&ed  to  be  made,  fhall  mention  the  amount  delivered  to 
each  man,  in  order  to  its  being  flopped  out  of  his  pay. 

As  to  the  term  u  inferior  officer,”  the  captain  is  to  take  notice, 
that  the  fame  does  not  include  any  commiflion  nor  any  warrant  of¬ 
ficer,  except  the  fecond  mafter,  furgeon’s  mate,  cook,  armourer, 
gUnfmith,  mafter  at  arms,  and  fail-maker. 

The  captain  is  to  take  care  when  any  inferior  officers  or  voiun- 
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teer  feamen  are  turned  over  into  the  (hip  under  his  command  from 
any  other  flnp,  not  to  rate  them  on  the  (hip’s  books  in  a  worfequa. 
it>  or  ower  egiee,  or  ftation,  than  they  ferved  in  the  ffiip  thev 
were  reni°ved  from  ;  and  for  his  guidance,  he  is  to  demand  from  the 
commander  of  the  (hip  from  which  they  are  turned  over,  a  lift  un- 
cer  his  hand  of  their  names  and  qualities. 

Any  officer,  feaman,  or  others,  entitled  to  wages  or  prize  mo¬ 
ney,  may  have  the  fame  paid  to  his  affignee,  provided  the  affign- 
ment  be  attefred  by  the  captain  or  commander,  the  mailer  or  purfer 
o  t  e  up,  or  a  chief  magiflrate  of  fome  county  or  corporation. 

X  he  captain  is  to  difcourage  the  feamen  of  his  ffiip  from  fellin'* 
any  part  or  their  wages  or  ffiares,  and  never  to  attell  the  letter  of 
attorney  of  any  feaman,  until  he  is  fully  fatisfied  that  the  fame  is 
not  gi  anted  in  confideration  of  money  given  for  the  purchafe  of  his 

When  any  inferior  officer  or  feaman  dies,  the  captain  is  forth- 
with  to  make  out  a  ticket  for  the  time  of  his  fervice,  and  to  fend 
tne  lame  by  the  firfl .  fafe  conveyance  to  the  Congrefs,  or  agents  by 
nem  tor  that  purpofe  appointed,  in  order  to  the  wages  being  forth¬ 
with  paid  to  the  executors  or  adminiftrators  of  the  deceafed. 

A  convenient  place  lhall  be  let  apart  for  lick  or  hurt  men,  to 
which  they  are  to  be  removed  with  their  hammocks  and  bedding 
when  the  (urge on  (hall  advife  the  fame  to  be  neceffary,  and  fome  of 

tne  crew  (hall  be  appointed  to  attend  and  ferve  them,  and  to  keen 
the  place  clean.  r 

The  cooper  lhall  make  buckets  with  covers,  and  cradles,  if  necef 
fary,  for  their  ufe.  ’ 

All  ffiips,  furniffied  with  fiffiing  tackle,  being  in  fuchplaces  where 
fun  is  to  be  had,  the  captain  is  to  employ  fome  of  the  company  in. 
iilmng  ;  the  filh  to  be  diflributed  daily  to  fuch  perfcns  as  are  lick, 
or  upon  recovery,  provided  the  furgeon  recommend  it,  and  the  fur- 
plus  by  turns  amongfl  the  meffes  of  the  officers  and  feamen  gratis 

without  any  deduction  ol  their  allowance  of  provifions  on  that  ac¬ 
count. 

It  is  left  to  the  difcretion  of  commanders  of  fquadrons,  to  Ihorten 
the  allowance  of  provifions  according  to  the  exigence  of  the  fervice 
taking  cai e  that  the  men  be  punctually  paid  for  the  fame. 

I  he  like  pow(  r  is  given  to  captains  of  iingle  ffiips,  in  cafes  of 
abfolute  neceffity. 

If  there  ffiould  be  a  want  of  pork,  the  captain  is  to  order  three 
pounds  of  bet  1  to  lie  lJfuecl  to  the  men,  in  lieu  of  two  pounds  of 
pork. 

One  day  in  every  week  /hall  be  ilTued  out  a  proportion  of  flour 
and  fuet,  in  lieu  of  beef,  for  the  feamen,  but  this  is  not  to  extend 
beyond  four  months  viaualling  at  one  time,  nor  /hall  the  purfer 
receive  any  allowance  for  flour  or  fuet  kept  longer  on  board  than 
that  time,  and  there  ffiall  be  fupplied  once  a  year,  a  proportion  of 

canvafs  for  pudding-bags,  after  the  rate  of  one  ell  for  every  fixteen 
men. 
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If  any  ffiips  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  fhall  happen  to 
come  into  port  in  want  of  provilions,  the  warrant  of  a  commander 
in  chief  (hail  be  fufficient  to  the  agent  or  other  inftrument  of  the 
vi&ualling,  to  fupply  the  quantity  wanted,  and  in  urgent  cafes 
where  delay  may  be  hurtful,  the  warrant  ot  the  captain  of  the  Ihip 
fhall  be  of  equal  effed. 

The  captain  is  frequently  to  order  the  proper  officers  to  infpeCl 
the  condition  of  the  provilions,  and  if  the  bread  proves  damp,  to 
have  it  aired  upon  the  quarter  deck  or  poop,  and  alfo  examine  the 
flefh  calk,  and  if  any  of  the  pickle  be  leaked  out,  to  have  new  made 
and  put  in,  and  the  calk  made  tight  and  fecure. 

The  captain  or  purfer  lhall  fecure  the  cloaths,  bedding,  and 
other  things  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  die  or  be  killed,  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  their  executors  or  adminiftrators. 

All  papers,  charter  parties,  bills  of  lading,  paffports,  and  other 
writings  whatfoever,  found  on  board  any  ffiip  or  flips,  which  fliall 
be  taken,  fliall  be  carefully  preferved,  and  the  originals  fent  to 
the  court  of  juftice  for  maritime  affairs,  appointed  or  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  legifatures  in  the  refpedive  colonies,  for  judging 
concerning  fuch  prize  or  prizes  ;  and  if  any  perfon  or  perfons 
fliall  wilfully  or  negligently  deffroy  or  fuffer  to  be  deftroyed,  any 
fuch  paper  or  papers,  he  or  they  fo  offending,  fliall  forfeit  their 
fhare  of  fuch  prize  or  prizes,  and  fuffer  fuch  other  punifhment,  as 
they  fhall  be  judged  by  a  court-martial  to  deferve. 

If  any  perfon  or  perfons  fliall  embezzle,  or  heal,  or  take  away 
any  cables,  anchors,  fails,  or  any  of  the  {hip’s  furniture,  or  any  of 
the  powder,  arms,  ammunition,  or  provilions  of  any  Ihip  belonging 
to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  he  or  they  fliall  fuffer  fuch  pu¬ 
nifhment  as  a  court-martial  fhall  order. 

When  in  fight  of  a  fhip  or  fhips  of  the  enemy,  and  at  fuch 
other  times  as  may  appear  to  make  it  neccffary  to  prepare  for  an 
engagement,  the  captain  fliall  order  all  things  in  his  fliip  in  a  pro¬ 
per  pofture  for  fight,  and  fliall  in  his  own  perfon,  and  according  to 
his  duty,  heart  on  and  encourage  the  inferior  officers  and  men  to 
fight  courageoufly,  and  not  to  behave  themfelves  faintly  or  cry 
for  quarters,  on  pain  of  fuch  punifhment  as  the  offence  fhall  ap¬ 
pear  to  deferve  for  his  neglect. 

Any  captain  or  other  officer,  mariner,  or  others,  who  fhall  bald¬ 
ly  defert  their  duty  or  Ration  in  the  fliip,  and  run  away  while  the 
enemy  is  in  fight,  or,  in  time  of  action,  fliall  entice  others  to  do 
fo,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  a  court-martial 
fhall  inflict. 

Any  officer,  feaman,  or  marine,  who  fliall  begin,  excite,  caufe, 
or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  ledition  in  the  fliip  to  which  he  belongs, 
on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  pu¬ 
nifhment  as  a  court-martial  fhall  dired.  Any  perfon  in  or  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fliip,  who  fhall  utter  any  words  of  fedition  and  mu- 
tiny,  or  endeavour  to  make  any  mutinous  affemblies  on  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatfoever,  fliall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court-martial 
fhall  inflid. 
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None  ffiall  prefume  to  quarrel  with  or  ftrike  his  fuperior  officer, 
on  pain  oi  luch  punifhment  as  a  court-martial  ffiall  order  to  be 

inflicted. 

!  r  any  perfon  ffiall  apprehend  he  has  juft  caufe  of  complaint,  he 
ffiall  quietly  and  decently  make  the  fame  known  to  his  fuperior 
officer,  or  to  the  captain,  as  the  cafe  may  require,  who  {hall  take 
care  that  juftice  be  done  him. 

'There  ihall  be  no  quarrelling  or  fighting  between  ffiip-mates  on 
board  any  ffiip  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  nor  ffiall 
there  be  uled  any  reproachful  or  provoking  fpeeches,  tending  to 
make  quarrels  and  difturbance,  on  pain  of  imprifonment,  and  fuch 
other  puniffiment,  as  a  court-martial  ffiall  judge  proper  to  inffibL 

It  any  perfon  ffiall  fleep  upon  his  watch,  or  negligently  perform 
the  duty  which  {hall  be  enjoined  him  to  do,  or  forfake  his  ftation, 
he  ihall  fuller  fuch  puniffiment  as  a  court-martial  {hall  judge  pro¬ 
per  to  indict,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence. 

All  murder  {ball  be  puniffied  with  death. 

All  robbery  and  theit  Ihall  be  puniffied  at  the  difcretion  of  a 
court-martial. 

Any  mailer  at  arms  who  ill  all  refufe  to  receive  fuch  prifoner  or 
priioners,  as  ffiall  be  committed  to  his  charge,  or  having  received 
them,  Ihall  fuffer  him  or  them  to  efcape,  or  difmifs  them  without 
orders  for  fo  doing,  ffiall  fuffer  in  his  or  their  ftead,  as  a  court- 
martial  Ihall  order  and  direct. 

The  captains,  officers,  and  others,  ffiall  ufe  their  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  to  detedl,  apprehend,  and  bring  to  puniffiment,  all  offenders, 
and  ihall  at  all  times  readily  allift  the  officers  appointed  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  difeharge  of  their  duty,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded 
againft,  and  puniffied  by  a  court-martial  at  difcretion. 

All  other  faults,  diforders,  and  mifdenieanors,  which  ffiall  be 
committed  on  board  any  ihip  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies,  and  which  are  not  herein  mentioned,  ffiall  be  puniilied 
according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  in  fuch  cafes  at  fea. 

A  court-martial  ihall  con  lift  of  at  leaft  three  captains  and  three 
firil-lieutenants,  with  three  captains  and  three  firft-lieutenants  of 
marines,  ii  there  ffiall  be  1b  many  of  the  marines  then  prefent,  and 
the  eldeft  captain  ihall  prefide. 

All  fea  officers  of  the  fame  denomination  ihall  take  rank  of  the 
officers  of  marines. 

Every  member  of  a  court-martial  fhal!  take  the  following  oath, 
viz. 

You  fwear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try, 

and  impartially  determine  the  caufe  of  the  prifoner  now  to  be 
tried,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies. 
So  help  you  God  :  which  oath  ffiall  be  adminiftered  by  the  preft- 
dent  to  the  other  members,  and  thepreftdent  ihall  himfelf  be  fworn 
by  the  officer  in  faid  court  next  in  rank. 

All  witneffes,  before  they  may  be  admitted  to  give  evidence, 
ffiall  take  the  following*  oath  : 
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<c  You  fwear  the  evidence  you  fhall  give,  in  the  caufe  now  in 
hearing,  fhall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 

truth.”  So  help  you  God.  .  .  ~  «  nll 

The  fentence  of  a  court-martial  for  any  capital  offence,  fhall 

not  be  put  in  execution,  until  it  be  confirmed  by  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  fleet  ;  and  it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  prefident  of 
every  court-martial,  to  tranfmit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
fleet,  every  fentence  which  fhall  be  given,  with  a  luminary  ol  the 
evidence  and  proceedings  thereon,  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet,  for  the  time  being,  fhall 
have  power  to  pardon  and  remit  any  fentence  of  death,  that  ihail 
be  given  in  confequence  of  any  of  the  aforementioned  articles. 

There  (hall  be  allowed  to  each  man  fervmg  on  board  the  imps 
in  the  fervice  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  a  daily  proportion 
of  provifions,  according  as  is  expreffed  in  the  following  table,  viz, 
Sunday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips. 
Monday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peafe,  and  four  ounces 

Tuefday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and 

pudding.  -  ,  r 

Wednefday,  1  lb.  bread,  two  ounces  butter,  four  ounces  cheese, 

and  half  pint  of  rice.  r 

Thurfday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  and  half  pint  of  peaie. 

Friday,  1  lb.  bread,  lib.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  anu  pud¬ 
ding. 

Saturday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peafe,  anc  fou.  ounces 
^  0  0  -^0 

Half  a  pint  of  rum  per  man  every  day,  and  ciifcretionary  allow¬ 
ance  on  extra  duty,  and  in  time  of  engagement. 

A  pint  and  half  of  vinegar  for  fix  men  per  week. 


The  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  fhall  be  as  follows  *  : 

1  on 


Captain  or  commander, 

32  dollars, 

-\ 

Lieutenants, 

20 

do. 

Maher, 

20 

do. 

Mates, 

15 

do. 

> 

Boatfwain, 

15 

do. 

Boatfwain’s  firff  mate, 

H 

do. 

Ditto,  fecond  ditto, 

8 

do. 

Gunner, 

15 

do. 

Ditto  mate, 

10§ 

do. 

per  calendar  month 

Surgeon, 

214 

do. 

Surgeon’s  mate, 

13i 

do. 

Carpenter, 

15 

do. 

Carpenter’s  mate. 

10| 

do. 

Cooper, 

15 

do. 

Captain’s  clerk, 

15 

do. 

Steward, 

134 

do. 

J 

*  Sea  13 th  and  19 th  of  December,  ^177 5- 
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Chaplain, 

20 

do. 

Able  feamen, 

6f 

do. 

Captain  of  marines, 

26-f 

do. 

Lieutenants, 

3 

18 

do. 

Serjeants, 

Corporals, 

8 

do. 

74 

do. 

Fifer, 

74 

do. 

Drummer, 

74 

do. 

Privates  or  marines, 

6! 

do. 

' 

i>  per  calendar  month. 


ORDERS  OF  CONGRESS, 

i  .We>  'vh°k  hands  and  marks  are  hereunto  fet  and  fubfcribed, 
being-  officers,  ieamen,  and  marines,  do,  and  each  of  us  doth  agree 
to  and  with  of  the  good  fhip,  called  the 

belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North-America 
m  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  fay,  ’ 

In  the  firft  place,  we  do  hereby  agree  for,  by  and  under  the 
conhderations  aftermentioned,  to  and  with  the  faid  commander, 
forthwith  to  enter  and  fhip  ourfelves,  and  in  due  and  feafonable 
time,  to  repair  on  board  the  faid  ffiip,  called  the  and 

during  the  term  of  months,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power 

and  ability  refpeaively,  to  difcharge  our  feveral  fervices  or  ftations, 
and  in  e\eiy  thing  to  be  conformable  and  obedient  to  the  feveral 
requirings  and  lawful  commands  of  the  faid  and  v,;,, 

fucceffors  in  command. 

Secondly,  W  e  do  alio  oblige  and  fubjeCl  ourfelves  to  ferve  on 
board  the  faid  ffiip  during  the  faid  cruize,  and  as  ffie  is  a  ffiip  of 
war,  we  do  feverally  oblige  ourfelves  by  thefe  articles,  to  comply 
with,  and  be  fubjett  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  the  American 
fleet,  as  elLibl iffied  by  the  Congrefs,  and  to  be  governed  and  com¬ 
manded  in  time  of  action  with  an  enemy,  according  to  the  fame 
rules,  and  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  fame  puniffiments  and  penalties 
as  are  there  inflided,  in  cafe  we  or  any  of  us  offer  to  defert  our 
quarters,  or  not  obey  the  commands  of  the  faid 
or  his  lucceffors  in  command,  in  giving  chafe  to  any  ffiip  or  ffiips, 
v-iTel  01  veflels,  or  otherwile,  and  if  upon  a  ferutiny  of  our  faid 

or  his  laid  officers,  we  or  any  of  us  ffiouldbe 
found  guilty  of  any  breach  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  agreement, 
or  any  adt  of  cowardice,  we  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree 
to  allow  and  forfeit  our  feveral  and  relpeClive  lhares  of  and  in  any 
prize  or  prizes,  we  ffiall  then  have  taken,  to  be  divided  among!! 
the  faid  blip’s  company. 

Thirdly ,  We  do  alfo  feverally  agree  and  oblige  ourfelves,  that 
when  any  prize  or  prizes  have  been  taken,  to  follow  the  exprefs 
directions  of  the  faid  or  his  fuccelTors,  in  boarding 

the  faid  prize,  and  be  under  the  command  of  any  officer  whom  the 
^ahl  ffiall  appoint,  and  be  affiffing  to  him  to  carry 

the  laid  prize  to  whateverport  or  ports  fuch  prize  or  prizes  ffiall  be 
affigned  by  the  faid  And  we  do  hereby  further  fe- 


. 
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Verally  agree  and  covenant  in  that  cafe,  to  be  true  and  faithful  in 
difcharge  of  our  duty  and  truft,  and  will  not,  in  any  fhape,  embezzle, 
defraud,  or  plunder  any  thing  on  board  fuch  prize  or  prizes  ;  and 
in  cafe  any  or  either  of  us  lhall  be  found  guilty  of  any  breach  con* 
trary  to  the  true  meaning  of  this  agreement,  we,  and  fuch  of  us 
being  guilty  thereof,  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree  to  allow 
fo  much  of  all  and  every  of  our  (hares,  and  part  of  our  (hares  of 
and  in  the  faid  prize  or  prizes  then  or  thence  after  to  be  taken, 
and  of  ail  our  refpedtive  wages,  that  then  fhall  be  due  and  coming 
to  us,  in  refpedf  to  our  fervices,  as  fhall  make  good  fuch  plunder 
and  embezzlement,  we  fhall  have  been  found  guilty  of. 

Fourthly ,  And  it  is  alfo  further  agreed  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  all  parties  hereto,  that  the  officer  or  officers,  or  any  of 
the  (hip’s  company  fent  on  board  any  prize,  lhall  have  as  good  a 
(hare  and  intereff  of  any  prize  that  fhall  be  thereafter  taken,  dur¬ 
ing  his  or  their  abfence,  as  if  he  or  they  had  been  on  board  the 
faid  velfel,  at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  any  thing  herein  con¬ 
tained  to  the  contrary  notwithffanding.  Provided  always,  and  it 
is  hereby  agreed  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  faid  laft  mentioned 
claufe,  that  if  the  faid  officer  or  officers*  and  fuch  of  the  faid  (hip’s 
company,  to  whom  the  conduct  and  management  of  any  prize  has 
been  entrufted,  do  not  (firft  having  accepted  the  commands  of  the 
faid  commander  concerning  the  faid  prize  under  his  or  their  cufto- 
dy)  immediately  repair  to  the  refpedtive  port  or  harbour  where  the 
faid  or  his  fucceffors  in  command  fhall  order,  or  do  not 

proceed  with  the  faid  prize  or  prizes  fo  taken,  to  the  refpedtive 
port  or  ports  to  be  affigned  by  the  faid  for  the  time 

being,  that  then,  and  in  failure  of  any  or  either  of  the  agreements 
af’orefaid,  contained  on  our  parts,  we  and  each  and  every  of  us  fo 
offending,  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree  to  be  cafhiered,  not 
only  for  our  feveral  and  refpedlive  interefts  and  (hares  of  and  in  the 
captures  of  prize-money,  but  totally  to  be  excluded  and  diverted 
from  the  payment  of  any  wages  then  due  us,  for  and  in  refpeff  of 
our  feveral  fervices  on  board  the  faid  fhip  and  the 

intereft  and  fhares  of  fuch  delinquents,  that  otherwife  would  have 
accrued  to  us. 

Fifthly,  And  the  faid  for  and  in  behalf  of  himfelf 

and  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North-America,  doth  hereby 
covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  faid  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines,  whofe  names  or  marks  are  hereto  fet  and  fubferibed,  to  pay 
them  in  confideration  of  fuch  fervices,  1b  much  money  per  month, 
as  in  a  fchedule  here-under  mentioned,  is  fet  opportte  to  the  names 
opnarks  of  each  refpedtive  officer,  feaman,  or  landman  ;  and  like- 
wife  to  advance  to  each  and  every  of  them,  one  month’s  pay  at  en¬ 
trance,  (due  fecurity  for  the  fame  being  firft  given)  the  receipt 
whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge. 

Sixthly ,  And  as  an  encouragement  to  exert  the  valour  of  the  fea¬ 
men  and  marines  in  defending  the  faid  fhip,  and  in  fubduing  and 
diftreffing  the  faid  enemy,  the  faid  for  and  on  be- 
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half  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North-America,  doth  fur. 
ther  covenant,  promife,  and  agree  to  and  with  all  and  every  the  of¬ 
ficers,  teamen,  and  marines,  parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe  any  prize 
or  prizes  (hall  be  taken  by  the  faid  fhip,  during  the  intended  cruize, 
that  the  fame  (hall  be  proceeded  againft,  and  diftributed  according 
to  the  resolutions  of  Congrefs.  & 

Seventhly,  And  it  is  by  thefe  prefents  mutually  agreed  and  con¬ 
tented  to,  by,  and  between  the  faid  and  every  the 

officers,  teamen,  and  marines,  parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe  the  com¬ 
mands  ,  for  the  time  being  lofe  a  limb,  in  an  engagement,  or  be  other- 
Vviie  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of  getting 
a  li  velihood  to  iubfift  upon,  he  fhall  receive  out  of  the  nett  profits 
of  fuch  prize  or  prizes,  or  prize  goods,  iffo  much  arife,  before  di¬ 
vidend  or  diftribution  be  declared,  the  fum  of  four  hundred  dollars  ; 
or  it  he  lofe  his  life,  his  widow  or  children  (if  any)  fhall  receive 
the  faid  bounty  of  four  hundred  dollars,  together  with  all  prize- 
money  to  him  belonging  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  And  if  the 
c  iptain  of  marines,  or  any  other  commiffion  or  warrant  officer  lofe 
a  limb,  or  be  otherwife  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  af¬ 
terwards  of  getting  a  fubfiftence,  he  or  they  fo  difabled,  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars,  if  fo  much  arife  from  the 
nett  piofits  as  aforelaid;  and  in  cafe  of  death,  the  widow  or  chi  I — 

1  1  n  (if  any)  is,  are,  and  fhall  be  entitled  to  the  fame,  together 
with  their  fhare  of  prize-money  due  at  the  time  of  their  deceafe. 
And  if  an  inferior  officer,  feaman  or  marine,  lofe  a  limb,  or  be 
otherwife  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of 
getting  a  fubfiftence,  he  or  they  fhall  receive  a  bounty  of  200  dol- 
lais,  to  lie  deducted  as  aforelaid  ;  and  in  cafe  of  death,  his  widow 
or  children,  (if  any)  is,  are,  and  fhall  be  entitled  to  the  fame,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  fhare  of  prize-money  due  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe. 

Pie  who  fir  ft  difeovers  a  fhip  or  veffel  which  fhall  afterwards  be¬ 
come  a  prize,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  double  fhare  of  fuch  prize. 

There  fhall  be  ten  fhares  of  every  prize,  which  fhall  be  taken 
and  condemned,  fet  apart  to  be  given  to  fuch  inferior  officers,  fea- 
men  and  marines,  as  fhall  be  adjudged  beft  to  deferve  them  by  the 
fuperior  officers,  who  fhall  be  appointed  to  make  fuch  determination. 

He  who  fhall  firft  board  a  fhip  or  other  veffel,  making  refiftance, 
which  fhall  become  a  prize,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  triple  fhare. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  parties  to  the  aforementioned  articles  and  or¬ 
ders,  that  any  of  the  officers,  feamen,  and  marines,  fhall  be  liable  to 
be  removed  by  the  Congrefs  or  committee  of  the  Congrefs,  during 
the  recefs  thereof,  or  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American 
beet,  lor  the  time  being,  from  the  aforefaid  veffel  to  any  other 
armed  veffel  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  any  thing  con¬ 
tained  in  the  foregoing  orders  and  articles  notwithftanding. 

rPhe  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  North-Carolina,  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  two  battalions,  which  the  Congrefs  dire£led 


NOVEMBER  1775. 


253 


to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  be  encreafed  to  the 
continental  eftablifhment,  and  kept  in  pay  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  Colonies  for  one  year  from  this  time,  or  until  the  farther  or¬ 
der  of  Congrefs,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  good 
people  of  that  colony  againft  the  attacks  of  minifterial  oppreflion 
as  aflifting  the  adjacent  colonies. 

That  application  be  made  to  the  councils  of  fafety  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  of  Pennfylvania  and  South-Carolina,  for  fo  much  gun-powder 
as  can  be  fpared  for  the  immediate  lupply  of  North-Carolina. 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  North-Carolina, 
be  dire&ed  to  purchafe  a  number  of  drums,  fifes  and  colours,  fuita- 
ble  for  the  faid  battalions,  and  that  the  president  be  dire&ed  to 
draw  on  the  continental  treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars  for  the  payment  thereof. 

That  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina, 
be  defired  to  employ,  immediately,  all  the  gun-fmiths  in  that  colony, 
in  the  making'  of  mufquets  and  bayonets  of  the  fize,  and  in  the 
manner  recommended  by  Congrefs  the  4th  of  this  inft.  November. 

That  two  minifters  of  the  gofpel  be  applied  to,  to  go  immediately 
amongit  the  regulators  and  highlanders  in  the  colony  of  North-Ca¬ 
rolina,  for  the  purpofe  of  informing  them  of  the  nature  of  the  pre- 
fent  aifpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies:  that  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  be  employed,  be  allowed  40  dollars  a  month  for  their  fer- 
vices ;  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  faid  colony  be  empowered  to 
apply  to  and  procure  perfons  proper  for  this  bufinefs. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  of  North-Carolina,  in  cafe  the  method  of  defending  the  faid 
colony  by  minute-men  be  inadequate  to  the  purpofe,  to  fubflitute 
fuch  other  mode  as  to  them  lhall  appear  moft  likely  to  efFedt  the  fe- 
curity  of  that  colony. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorials  of  the  tea- 
holders,  and  the  fame  being  debated, 

On  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  it, 

Carried  in  the  negative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  November  29,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  by  exprefs,  being  received,  was 
read,  containing  an  account  of  the  continental  troops  under  briga¬ 
dier  general  Montgomery,  having  taken  pofleflion  of  Montreal  on 
the  12th  inftant. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Down- 
ham  Newton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  Downham  Newton  be  permitted  to  ex¬ 
port  on  board  his  vefiel,  on  the  terms  propofed  in  his  petition,  fuch 
provilions  of  pork  and  flour  as  he  (hall  think  proper. 
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1  he  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  flate  of  the  treafnry,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  bills  of  credit  be  emitted  by  Congrefs  to  the 
amount  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

That  the  committee  on  the  (late  of  the  treafnry  be  directed  to 
conlult  the  printer,  and  report  the  numbers  and  denominations  of 
the  bills  to  be  emitted,  and  that  they  contract  for  proper  paper  for 
printing  the  faid  bills. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  agents, 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered ,  1  hat  a  fair  copy  be  made,  Signed  and  forwarded. 

Resolved ,  i  hat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for  the  foie  pur- 
pole  of  corresponding  with  our  friends  in  Great-Britain,  Ireland, 
and  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  that  they  lay  their  correspondence 
before  Congrefs  when  directed. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Congrefs  will  make  provifion  to  defray  all  fuch 
expenfes  as  may  arife  by  carrying  on  fuch  a  correspondence,  and 
for  the  payment  of  Such  agents  as  they  may  Send  on  this  Service. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Johnfon, 
Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

1  he  committee  on  the  proclamations,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members. 

The  Several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday  November  SO,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  journal  of 
lafl  feflion,  be  dire&ed  to  revife  the  journal  of  the  prefent,  in  or¬ 
der  to  its  being  printed ;  and  that  it  be  an  inftruttion  to  the  faid 
committee,  to  examine  whether  it  will  yet  be  proper  to  publilli  any 
of  thofe  parts  omitted  in  the  journal  of  lafl  feflion. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Wythe  be  added  to  the  Said  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  who  is  abfent. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
letters  of  thanks  to  the  three  general  officers  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment  for  their  Services. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  W.  Livingflon,  and  Mr. 

Jay; 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  general  Wafh- 
ington’s  letter,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions: 

Resolved ,  That  the  general  be  directed  to  fufpend  the  railing-  the 
two  battalions  of  marines  out  of  his  prefent  army. 

That  the  two  battalions  of  marines  be  railed  independant  of  the 
army  already  ordered  for  the  Service  in  MafTachufetts-Bay. 

That  no  bounty  be  allowed  to  the  army  on  re-enliftment. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  W.  Livingflon,  Efq;  and 
the  committee  fent  to  the  northward  being  received,  were  read. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  general’s  letter 
and  the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poftponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- — - 

Fridat ,  December  1,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  gene¬ 
ral  Wafhington,  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  500,000  dollars  lately  ordered,  be  forwarded, 
with  all  poffible  expedition,  to  general  W alhington,  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  pay  fuchfoldiers  as  will  re-enlift,  for  the  fucceeding  year, 
their  wages  for  the  months  of  October,  November  and  December, 
and  alfo  advance  them  one  month’s  pay. 

That  the  governments  of  New-England  be  informed  of  the  refo- 
Iution  of  Congrefs  relative  to  the  pay  ordered  to  be  made  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  army,  and  be  defired  to  promote  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice  in  the  prefent  army,  as  well  as  in  their  feveral  colonies. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederick-Town,  in  Maryland, 
was  received  and  read,  containing  an  account  of  their  having  ap¬ 
prehended  major  Connolly  and  his  affociates,  and  defiring  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  Congrefs  with  regard  to  the  prifoners, 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  letters,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia. 

Resolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  general’s  letter, 
and  the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poftponed  till  to-mor¬ 
row. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  2,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  received  and  read. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ftate 
of  Virginia. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Paca  be  added  to  that  committee  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Johnfon,  who  is  abfent. 

Resolved ,  That  the  naval  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with 
captain  Stone,  and  engage  him  and  his  veffel,  on  the  moft  reafonable 
terms,  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  or 
deftroying  the  cutters  and  armed  veftels  in  Chefapeak-Bay,  under 
lord  Dunmore. 

Resolved ,  That  colonel  Harrifon  do  immediately  proceed  to  Ma¬ 
ryland,  and  be  empowered  with  the  delegates  of  that  colony,  or 
any  one  or  more  of  them,  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  appear  to  them 
moft  effe&ual  to  procure,  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  two  or  three 
armed  veftels  to  cruize  on,  take  or  deftroy  armed  veftels,  cutters, 
and  fnips  of  war  of  the  enemy,  that  may  be  found  in  the  bay  of 
Chefapeak,  or  coafts  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Whereas,  defigns  are  formed  by  certain  minifterial  partisans  in 
the  counties  oi  Norfolk  and  Prmceis-Ann,  and  fome  other  parts 
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of  Virginia,  on  Chefapeak-Bay,  under  the  influence  of  lord  Dun- 
more,  to  contravene  the  non-exportation  agreement,  by  exporting 
provifions  and  other  produce  of  that  country  to  the  Welt-India 
Blands,  and  thereby  injure  the  interefl  and  weaken  the  efforts  of 
the  United  Colonies,  in  oppoling  the  prefent  oppreflive  fyftem  of 
the  Brit i lh  miniflry. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  armed  veffels  be  authorized  and  direc¬ 
ted  to  feize  and  detain,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congrefs,  all 
iuch  fliips  and  vefleis  as  they  may  find  employed  in  fuch  exporta¬ 
tions  from  the  places  aforefaid. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  the  naval  committee  be  directed  to  employ  the 
armed  Hoop,  commanded  by  captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of  Rhode - 
Illand,  now  on  a  voyage  to  this  port,  and  difpatch  her  forthwith 
to  aid  the  marine  bufinefs  to  the  fouthward. 

i  hat  the  laid  committee  be  directed  to  prepare  a  proper  com- 
miffion  for  the  captains  or  commanders  of  the  fnips  of  war  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved ,  That  the  colonel,  or  commanding  officer  of  the  batta¬ 
lion,  now  in  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  to  keep  a 
regular  guard  over  the  fhips  and  {lores  belonging  to  the  United 
Colonies,  at  or  on  the  wharves,  or  in  the  (tores  on  the  wharves  of 
MefTrs.  W  illing  and  Morris,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert. 

1  he  affembly  of  New-Jerfey  having,  by  a  refolution  of  their 
houfe,  accepted  the  refignation  of  two  of  their  delegates,  and  con¬ 
firmed  the  other  three,  and,  by  another  refolution,  enlarged  their 
power,  the  faid  refolutions  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  as 
follows  ; 

c<  New- Jersey ,  House  of  Assembly ,  November  22,  1775. 

The  houfe,  taking  into  confideration  the  requeft  of  James  Kin- 
fcy  and  John  D.  Hart,  Efqrs;  two  of  the  delegates  appointed  by 
this  houfe  to  attend  the  Continental  Congrefs,  for  leave  to  refign 
their  faid  appointment, 

Resolved ,  That  the  reafons  given  by  thofe  gentlemen  for  their 
refignation,  appear  to  this  houfe  to  be  fatisfa£lory,  and  that  their 
refignation  therefore  be  accepted  ;  thereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  three  remaining  delegates,  or  any  two  of 
them,  reprefent  the  colony  during  the  prefent  continental  Congrefst 

Thursday ,  November  30,  1775. 

The  houfe,  taking  into  confideration  the  inconveniences  arifing 
from  requiring  the  attendance  of  two  of  the  delegates  to  reprefent 
the  colony  in  the  continental  Congrefs, 

Resolved ,  That  any  one  of  the  three  delegates  appointed  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Congrefs  be,  and  fuch  delegates  is  hereby  fully  authori¬ 
zed  to  reprefent  this  colony  during  Congrefs. 

A  true  copy  from  the  votes, 

Richard  Smith,  Clerk  of  Affembly. ” 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commiffion, 
reported  the  fame,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 
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Ordered ,  That  three  hundred  copies  be  immediately  printed,  with 
proper  blanks. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  captain  Jenkins,  for  leave 
to  export  a  quantity  of  provilions  to  the  ifland  of  Nantucket,  for 
the  internal  confumption  of  its  inhabitants,  and  it  being  reprefented 
that  he  had  applied  to  the  affembly  or  general  court  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  and  that  the  committee  of  Falmouth,  to  whom  he 
was  by  them  referred,  not  having  it  in  their  power  to  furnifh  the 
provilions  wanted,  had  recommended  him  to  Congrefs  to  be  fup- 
plied  with  the  fame  at  fome  port  in  the  middle  or  fouthern  colonies. 

Resolved ,  That  permilhon  be  granted  to  captain  Jenkins,  to 
carry  the  provilions  fpecilied  in  the  certificate  of  the  committee  ot 
Falmouth,  for  the  internal  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nan¬ 
tucket,  he  fird  taking  an  oath,  and  giving  bond  to  the  committee 
of  infpedtion  and  observation,  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  to  purfue  their  indrudtions  in  his  voyage,  and  to  ufe  his 
utmod  endeavours  not  to  fall  into  the  power  of  the  cutters  or 
armed  veffels  of  the  enemy. 

The  committee  on  the  lfate  of  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read,  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  number  and  denominations  of  the  bills  or¬ 
dered  to  be  emitted  be  as  follows  : 

83,334  of  8  dollars  each. 

83,333  of  7  do. 

83,333  of  6  do. 

83.333  of  5  do. 

83.334  of  4  do. 

83,333  of  3  do. 

83,333  of  2  do. 

83,333  of  1  do. 

Resolved ,  That  the  plates  ufed  in  the  laid  emifiion,  be  ufed  for 
itriking  off  and  printing  the  above  bills. 

Resolved ,  That  the  gentlemen  who  fuperintended  the  prefs  at  the 
lad  emifiion,  be  empowered  to  fuperintend  the  printing  thefe  bills. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  on  the  date  of  the  treafury,  be 
directed  to  enquire  about  proper  perfons  to  dgn  and  number  faid 
bills,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  general’s  letter  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved That  the  regiment  of  artillery  confid  of  one  colonel, 
two  lieutenant-colonels,  two  majors  and  twelve  companies. 

That  the  general  be  informed  that  two  gentlemen,  namely,  Tho¬ 
mas  Crafts,  jun.  and  George  Trott,  Efqrs;  have  been  recommended 
to  Congrefs  as  proper  perfons  for  field  officers  in  faid  regiment, 
and  that  the  general  enquire  into  their  chara&ers  and  abilities  ; 
and  if,  upon  enquiry,  he  fhall  judge  them  proper,  and  that  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  them  will  occafion  no  didurbance  or  difgud  in  the 
regiment,  that  he  appoint  them,  and  acquaint  Congrefs  thereof. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  an  inftruaion  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  contract  ior  Supplying  the  prifoners,  that  Mr.  D.  Franks,  of  this 
city,  be  permitted  to  fupply  the  troops,  who  are  prifoners  in  this 
colony,  with  provilions  and  other  neceflaries  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
crown,  and  to  fell  his  bills  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  are  neceffary 
ior  that  purpofe,  and  that  the  faid  committee  confer  with  Mr. 
Franks,  and  enquire  whether  he  will  alfo  undertake,  on  the  fame 
terms,  to  fupply  the  prifoners  in  other  colonies. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  T hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  affembly,  or  general 
court  of  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  ufe  all  the  means  in 
tiicir  power,  tnat  the  army  before  Boflon  be  fupplied  with  wood  and 
hay,  on  the  moft  reafonable  terms. 

J  hat  in  the  new  eftablifhment  of  the  army,  the  general  officers 
be  not  allowed  regiments,  nor  the  field  officers  companies. 

1  hat  all  perfons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize,  be  deemed 
prifoners  at  the  difpofal  of  the  general,  whether  the  prize  be  taken 
by  veffels  fitted  out  in  the  pay  of  the  continent  or  by  others. 

I  hat  fuch  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  but  with 
humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  fame  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  continent  ;  that  the  officers  being  in  pay  fhould  fupply 
themfelves  with  cloaths,  their  bills  to  be  taken  for  the  fame,  that 
the  foldiers  be  furnifiied  as  they  now  are. 

That  as  the  new  army  in  Maffachufetts-Bay  is  calculated  to  cp- 
pofe  the  army  at  Bofton,  it  is  not  expected  that  the  general  fhould 
detach  any  part  of  it  to  New-York  or  elfewhere,  unlefs  it  appear  to 
him  neceffary  fo  to  do,  for  the  common  fafety. 

That  the  troops  in  the  new  army  be  paid  monthly. 

That  an  exchange  of  prifoners  will  be  proper,  citizens  for  citi¬ 
zens,  officers  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  and  foldier  for  foldier. 

That  enfign  Moland  be  detained  in  the  place  where  he  now  is, 
until  exchanged. 

That  this  Congrefs  approve  the  terms  on  which  the  artificers  of 
different  forts  have  been  employed  in  the  army ;  and  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  go  on  upon  the  prefent  agreement,  as  being  the  bell  that  can 
probably  be  made. 

That  the  general  be  directed  to  pick  out  from  each  of  the  rifle 
companies,  fuch  as  are  not  markfmen,  and  difmifs  them  in  fuch 
manner  as  will  be  fafeft,  with  an  allowance  of  pay  to  go  home,  if 
they  do  not  chufe  to  inlift  in  other  battalions,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
that  all  receive  their  pay. 

That  what  artillery  of  different  kinds  can  be  fpared  from  New- 
York  and  Crown-Point,  be  procured  and  forwarded  to  the  army  be¬ 
fore  Bofton. 

That  the  Indians  of  St.  Francis,  Penobfcot,  Stockbridge,  and 
St.  John’s,  and  other  tribes,  may  be  called  on  in  cafe  of  real  necef- 
fity,  and  that  the  giving  them  prefents  is  fuitable  and  proper. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  the  be  ft  mode 
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of  having  expreffes  (perfons  of  character)  polled  along  the  roads  at 
different  diftances,  for  the  purpofe  ot  conveying  early  and  frequent 
intelligence. 

The  members  chofen,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Deane* 

That  as  much  lead  as  can  be  fpared  from  the  northern  depart¬ 
ment,  and'is  wanted  at  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  be  fent  down  Irom 
Ticonderoga  to  Cambridge. 

That  the  Congrefs  approve  the  general’s  fitting  out  armed  veffels 
to  intercept  the  enemy’s  fupplies. 

That  when  the  army  receives  fuch  fupplies  of  powder  as  to  be 
enabled  to  fpare  fome  to  the  country,  that  it  be  fold  to  them  at  a 
reasonable  price. 

That  the  Secret  committee  be  directed  to  enquire  what  articles 
are  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  how  they  may  be  procur¬ 
ed,  and  reuort  to  Congrefs. 

J  x. _  O  , 

Ordered ,  That  the  refolutions  palled  on  the  general’s  letters,  and 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  fuch  other  refo¬ 
lutions  as  relate  to  the  eflablifhment  of  the  new  army,  not  already 
forwarded,  be  fent  by  exprefs  to  the  general* 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Eathan  Allen,  who  was 
taken  prifoner  near  Montreal,  is  confined  in  irons  on  board  a  veffel 
in  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

Resolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  apply  to  ge¬ 
neral  Howe  on  this  matter,  and  defire  that  he  may  be  exchanged* 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday* 

—  "  «<wgg *gb  — — — 

MondSiT ,  December  4,  1775. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  accounts  from  Maffachufetts-Bay 
were  referred,  reported,  that  for  want  of  proper  vouchers,  they  were 
not  able  to  proceed  on  that  bufmefs,  and  therefore  defired  to  be 
difcharged. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  committee,  upon  their  requeft,  be  dif¬ 
charged. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  forty  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
the  colony  of  New-Hampfhire,  on  account  of  expenfes  by  them  in¬ 
curred,  the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  forty-three  thoufand 
three,  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  and  one- third  of  a  dollar, 
be  paid  to  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  part  of  their  account, 
the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid  out  of  the  emiffion  lafl  or¬ 
dered  by  Congrefs. 

J  Q 

The  committee  on  the  Hate  of  Virginia,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letteis  received  on  Saturday  lad,  brought  in  their  report, which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  three  companies  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Pennfylvania,  immediately  march  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Irvine,  into  Northampton  county,  in  Virginia 
Vol.  I.  L  2  ° 
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for  the  protection  of  the  affociation  in  thofe  parts,  and  for  the  de¬ 
fence  thereof  againd  the  defigns  of  the  enemies  of  America. 

.  Resolved,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  refill;  to  the  utmoft  the  arbi¬ 
trary  government  intended  to  be  eftabliihed  therein,  by  their  go¬ 
vernor  lord  Dunmore,  as  manifestly  appears  by  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  lordlhip’s  conduct  for  fome  months  pad. 

Whereas  lord  Dunmore,  by  his  proclamation  lately  publilhed,  has 
declared  his  intention  to  execute  martial  law,  thereby  tearing  up 

the  foundations  of  civil  authority  and  government  within  the  laid 
colony : 

Resowed)  Therefore,  that  if  the  convention  of  Virginia  (hall  finch 
it  necedary  to  edablifh  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be 
recommended  to  that  convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  reprefenta— 
tion  of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  reprefentatives,  if  they  think  it 
neeefiary,  edablilh  fuch  form  of  government  as  in  their  judgment 
will  bed  produce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  mod  efFeaually 
fecure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  colony,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  on  the  date  of  Virginia  have  leave, 
at  their  requed,  to  fit  again. 

Resowed.)  1  hat  m  the  prefent  (ituation  of  affairs,  it  will  be  very 
dangeious  to  che  liberties  and  welfare  of  America,  if  any  colony 
fhouid  feparately  petition  the  king  or  either  houfe  of  parliament. 

Resolved)  That  a  commmittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  adembly  of  New-Jerfey. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved)  1  hat  Carlide,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  be  al¬ 
igned  as  well  as  the  three  towns  of  Reading,  Lancader,  and  York, 
for  the  reception  of  the  prifoners  taken  at  St.  John’s. 

Resolved)  That  the  prefident  write  to  Mr.  Knox,  by  the  fird 
exprels  to  Albany,  and  delire  him,  in  cafe  the  fervices  he  is  upon 
will  admit,  to  repair  to  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon’s  river,  in  the 
highlands,  infpect  the  date  of  the  works  carrying  on  there,  and 
the  lituation  of  the  places  adjacent,  and  tranimit  an  account  thereof 
to  Cong  refs. 

The  delegates  of  Malfachufetts-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  a  rc- 
folution  of  the  general  court  of  that  colony,  paffed  in  November 
lad,  extending  the  comm idion  of  their  delegates  to  the  lad  day  of 
January;  which  was  read. 

The  leveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  podponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- — -caaars  <3£>  - 

Tuesday1)  December  5,  1775. 

Resolved)  That  the  naval  committee  be  indru&ed  to  engage 
the  feamen  and  marines  to  the  fird  of  January,  1777,  unlefs  foon- 
cr  difeharged  by  Congrefs. 

It  being  fuggeded  that  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  palled  the  2d 
indant,  relative  to  captain  Jenkins,  was  grounded  on  a  midake 
with  regard  to  fads, 
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Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
matter  into  conlideration,  enquire  into  fabts,  and  report  to  Coin- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Cufhing,  and  Mr. 
McKean. 

The  committee  of  claims  applying  for  inftrubtions  with  regard 
to  lundry  charges  in  the  accounts  laid  before  them  from  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  Rhode-Illand, 

Resolved ,  That  the  charge  for  purchafing  and  repairing  arms 
be  not  allowed. 

That  the  expenfe  of  removing  the  {lock  from  Block-Xfland  and 
other  places,  in  confequence  of  the  requeil  of  the  general  be  charg¬ 
ed  to  the  continent. 

That  the  twelve  cannon  furnifhed  to  the  army  in  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  by  the  government  of  Rhode-Illand,  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts. 

Resolved ,  That  the  farther  conlideration  of  this  matter  be  de¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved ,  That  thofe  who  xupply  the  three  companies  ordered 
to  Northampton  with  arms,  {hall  either  have  the  fame  returned  in 
kind  as  loon  as  they  can  be  procured,  or  their  value  paid  for  by 
the  L1  nited  Colonies,  the  value  of  which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the' 
pay  of  the  foldiers. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read.  ,> 

Resolved ,  That  the  naval  committee  has  liberty  to  purchafe 
duck  and  fuch  other  articles  as  they  may  want  for  fitting  out  faid 
vein  Is,  and  to  enable  them  the  better  to  perform  this  lervice,  that 
they  be  empowered  to  take  to  their  alfifcance  the  committee  of  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved ,  That  the  form  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  be  as 
follows  : 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY. 

No.  Dollar 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 
Spanifh  milled  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  accor- 
dmg  to  a  leiolution  of  Congreis  palled  at  Philadelphia,  November 
29,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  each  denomination  or  clafs  of  bills  be  numbered, 
beginning  with  one,  upwards,  in  ink  of  a  different  colour  from  the 
laft  emitted  bills. 

The  committee  on  re-captures,  brought  in  their  report,  which 

being  read  and  debated,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refo- 
lution  :  ° 

Resolved ,  T  hat  in  cafes  of  re-captures,  the  re*captors  have  and 
retain  in  lieu  of  lalvage,  one  eighth  part  of  the  true  value  of  the 
veTel  and  cargo,  or  either  of  them,  if  the  fame  hath  or  have  been 
in  poffeffion  of  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours  ;  one  fifth  part  if 
more -than  twenty-four  hours,  and  lefs  than  forty-eight  hours  j  one 
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third  part,  if  more  than  fbrty-eight  and  lefs  than  ninety-fix  hours  ; 
and  one  half  if  moie  than  ninety-fix  hours,  unlefs  the  veffel  lhall, 
i  the  capture,  have  been  legally  condemned  as  a  prize  by  fome 
cou  rt  of  admiralty,  in  which  cafe  the  re-captors  to  have  the  whole  : 
in  all  which  cafes,  the  (hare  detained  or  prize  to  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  owners  of  the  fhip  making  the  re-capture,  the  colony  or 
the  continent  as  the  cafe  may  be,  and  the  captors,  agreeable  to  a 
former  refolution. 

Resolved,  As  the  army  to  the  northward  is  likely  to  be  Supplied, 
with  cloathing  at  Montreal,  that  the  cloathing  purchafed  for  the 
faid  army  and  fent  to  Albany,  be  forwarded  by  land  to  Mr.  Mifflin, 
quarter  mailer-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  before  Boflon. 

The  lcveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- — <2^  «E23ss» — 

Wednesdat ,  December  6,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Robert 
Ervin,  for  waggon-hire,  the  fum  of  355.7  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  the  three  prifoners  taken  by  captain  A.  Whip¬ 
ple,  in  his  paffage  to  Pi.*  ladelphia,  who  are  now  on  board  his  veffel, 
be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  who  are  directed  to  fecure  them  in  fafe  cuftody,  in  fome  oaol 
in  faid  colony. 

A  return  being  laid  before  Congrefs  of  the  number  of  flints  for 
fale  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  amounting  to  upwards  of  200,000, 
Resolved ,  That  the  committee  of  infpeolion  of  the  city  and  li¬ 
berties  of  Philadelphia  be  defired  to  purchafe  laid  flints  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  in  making  the  purchafe,  attention 
be  paid  to  that  part  of  the  affociation  again!!  railing  the  prices  of 
goods. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  inllruclions  to  be 
given  to  the  committee  of  claims,  and  on  the  quellion  put, 

Resolved ,  That  the  charge  for  bounty  in  the  account  exhibeted 
by  Rhode-Ifland  againflthe  United  Colonies  be  not  allowed. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dougal  McGregor  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as 
follow’s,  viz. 

Resolved ,  That  the  circumllances  ftated  in  the  faid  petition,  will 
not  juflify  a  licence  to  export  the  lumber,  and  naval  ftores  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  faid  petition,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  American  affocia- 
tion. 

Resolved ,  That  if  the  faid  Dougal  M4Gregor  will  give  bond,  with 
fufficicnt  fecurity,  in  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of  the  faid  lum¬ 
ber  and  naval  (lores,  to  the  prefident  of  the  provincial  council  of 
North-Carolina,  with  conditions  that  he  will  not  carry  the  faid  cargo 
to  Great-Britaiu,  Ireland,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  Man, 
or  any  European  iiland,  or  fettlerrient  within  the  Britilh  dominions, 
nor  to  the  Britilh  Well-Indies  ;  and  that  he  fhall  within  fix  months 
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after  exporting  the  fame,  import  into  Edenton,  Newbern,  or  Bogus 
inlet,  in  the  colony  of  North-Garolina,  and  there  deliver  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  continental  troops  in  the  laid  colony,  fuch  quantity 
of  mulkets,  or  gun-powder,  as  lhall  be  equal  to  the  value  ol  the  laid 
lumber,  and  naval  {tores,  the  public  intered  requires  that  he  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  export  the  fame,  and  that  a  permit  for  that  purpofe  iigned 
by  the  faid  prelident  be  given  him  on  is  executing  iuch  bond  as 
aforelaid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee  on  proclamations,  which  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North- Ame- 
rica,  have  taken  into  our  moll  ferious  confideration,  a  proclamation 
ilTued  from  the  court  of  St.  James’s  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  Au- 
gull  lad.  The  name  of  majelly  is  ufed  to  give  it  a  fanblion  and  in¬ 
fluence  ;  and,  on  that  account,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  importance  to 
wipe  off,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  thefe  United  Colonies,  the  a  fl¬ 
ue  Cions  which  it  is  calculated  to  throw  upon  our  caufe  ;  and  to  pre¬ 
vent,  as  far  as  polflble,  the  undeferved  punifhments,  which  it  is  de- 
fligned  to  prepare  for  our  friends.  We  are  accufed  of  u  forgetting 
the  allegiance  which  v/e  owe  to  the  power  that  has  protected  and 
fuftained  us.”  Why  all  this  ambiguity  and  obfcurity  in  what  ought 
to  be  fo  plain  and  obvious,  as  that  he  who  runs  may  read  it  ?  What 
allegiance  is  it  that  we  forget?  Allegiance  to  parliament?  We 
never  owed — we  never  owned  it.  Allegiance  to  our  king  ?  Our 
words  have  ever  avowed  it,  our  condudl  has  ever  been  confident 
with  it.  W e  condemn,  and  with  arms  in  our  hands,—- -a  refource 
which  freemen  will  never  part  with, — we  oppofe  the  claim  and  ex- 
ercife  ot  unconflitutional  powers,  to  which  neither  the  crown  nor 
parliament  were  ever  entitled.  By  the  Britiih  conditution,  our 
befl  inheritance,  rights,  as  well  as  duties,  defcend  upon  us  :  We  can¬ 
not  violate  the  latter  by  defending  the  former  :  we  fhould  act  in 
diametrical  oppofition  to  both,  if  we  permitted  the  claims  of  the 
Britiih  parliament  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  the  meafures  purfued  in 
confequence  of  thofe  claims  to  be  carried  into  execution  among  us. 
Ourfagacious  ancellors  provided  wounds  againll  the  inundation  of 
tyranny  and  lawlefs  power  on  one  fide,  as  well  as  againft  that  of 
faction  and  licentioulnefs  on  the  other.  Oil  which  lide  has  the 
breach  been  made  ?  Is  it  objected  againll  us  by  the  moll  inveterate 
and  the  mod  uncandid  of  our  enemies,  that  we  have  oppofed  any 
of  the  jud  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  or  any  legal  exertion  of  thofe 
prerogatives  ?  Why  then  are  we  accufed  of  forgetting  our  allegiance  ? 
we  have  performed  our  duty  :  We  have  redded  in  thoik  cafes,  in 

to  redd  is  dipulated  as  exprefsly  on  our  part,  as  die 
right  to  govern  is,  in  other  cafes,  dipulated  on  the  part  of  the  crown. 
The  breach  of  allegiance  is  removed  from  our  reddance  as  far  as 
tyranny  is  removed  from  legal  government.  It  is  alledged,  that 
we  have  proceeded'to  an  open  and  avowed  rebellion.”  In  what  does 
thlp  reoeilion  condd.  It  is  thus  delcribed— — 1 u  Arraying  ourfelves  in 
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hoftile  manner,  to  withftand  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  trailer- 
oully  preparing,  ordering,  and  levying  war  againft  the  king.”  We 
know  ot  no  laws  binding  on  us,  but  iuch  as  have  been  tranlmitted  to 
us  by  our  anceftors,  and  luch  as  have  been  confented  to  by  ourfelves 
or  our  reprefentatives  eledled  for  that  purpofe.  What  laws,  ftampt 
with  thefe  characters,  have  we  witbftood  ?  We  have  indeed  defended 
them  ?  and  we  will  rilque  every  thing,  do  every  thing,  and  fuffer 
every  thing  in  their  defence.  To  fupport  our  laws,  and  our  liber¬ 
ties  eftablilbed  by  our  laws,  we  have  prepared,  ordered,  and  levied 
war.  But  is  this  traiteroudy,  or  againft  the  king  ?  We  view  him  as 
the  conftitittion  reprefents  him.  That  tells  us  he  can  do  no  wrong. 
The  cruel  and  illegal  attacks,  which  we  oppofe,  have  no  foundation 
in  the  royal  authority.  We  will  not,  on  our  part,  lofe  the  diftindion 
between  the  king  and  his  minifters  :  happy  would  it  have  been  for 
fome  former  princes,  had  it  always  been  preferved  on  that  part  of 
the  crown. 

Beiides  all  this,  we  obferve,  on  this  part  of  the  proclamation,  that 
“  rebellion”  is  a  term  undefined  and  unknown  in  the  law  ;  it  might 
have  been  expected  that  a  proclamation,  which  by  the  Britilh  con- 
ftitution  has  no  other  operation  than  merely  that  of  enforcing  what 
is  already  law,  would  have  had  a  known  legal  balls  to  have  relied 
upon.  A  correfpondence  between  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain 
and  their  brethren  in  America,  produced,  in  better  times,  much  fa- 
tisiadion  to  individuals,  and  much  advantage  to  the  public.  By 
what  criterion  lhall  one,  who  is  unwilling  to  break  off  this  corref¬ 
pondence,  and  is,  at  the  fame  time,  anxious  not  to  expofe  himfelf 

to  the  dreadful  confequences  threatened  in  this  proclamation _ by 

what  criterion  lhall  he  regulate  his  condud  ?  He  is  admonifhed  not 
to  carry  on  correfpondence  with  the  perfons  now  in  rebellion  in  the 
colonies.  How  lhall  he  ascertain  4  who  are  in  rebellion,  and  who 
are  not.*  He  conlults  the  law  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  fuppofed 
crime  :  the  law  is  blent  upon  the  fubjed.  This,  in  a  country  where 
it  has  been  often  {aid,  and  formerly  with  juflice,  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  by  law,  and  not  by  men,  might  render  him  perfedly  eafy. 
But  proclamations  have  been  fometimes  dangerous  engines  in  the 
hands  of  thole  in  power  ;  information  is  commanded  to  be  given  to 
one  of  the  fecretaries  of  Rate,  of  all  perfons  u  who  lhall  be  found 
carrying  on  correfpondence  with  the  perfons  in  rebellion,  in  order 
to  bring  to  condign  punifhment  the  authors,  perpetrators,  or  abet¬ 
tors,  of  fuch  dangerous  defigns.”  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  moment, 
that  fome  perfons  in  the  colonies  are  in  rebellion,  and  that  thole 
who  carry  on  correfpondence  with  them,  might  learn  by  fome  rule, 
which  Britons  are  bound  to  know,  how  to  diferiminate  them,  does  it 
follow  that  all  correfpondence  with  them  deferves  to  be  punilhed. 
It  might  have  been  intended  to  apprize  them  of  their  danger,  and 
to  reclaim  them  from  their  crimes.  By  what  law  does  a  correfpon¬ 
dence  with  a  criminal  transfer  or  communicate  his  g'uilt  ?  We 
know  that  thofe  who  aid  and  adhere  to  the  king’s  enemies,  and 
thofe  who  correspond  with  them  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry 
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their  defigns  into  effed,  are  criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  But 
the  law  goes  no  farther.  Can  proclamations,  according  to  the 
principles  of  reafon  and  juftice,  and  the  conftitution,  go  farther 
than  the  law  ? 

But,  perhaps,  the  principles  of  reafon  and  juftice,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  will  not  prevail  :  experience  fuggefts  to  us  the  doubt.  It  they 
thould  not,  we  muft  refort  to  arguments  drawn  from  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  fource.  We,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  thefe  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies,  and  by  authority,  according  to  the  pureft  maxims  of 
reprefentation,  derived  from  them,  declare,  that  whatever  punifh- 
ment  {hall  be  inflidted  upon  any  perfons  in  the  power  of  our  enemies 
for  favouring,  aiding,  or  abetting  the  caufe  of  American  liberty, 
fhall  be  retaliated  in  the  fame  kind,  and  the  fame  degree  upon  thofe 
in  our  power,  who  have  favoured,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  fhali  favour, 
aid,  or  abet  the  fyftem  of  minifterial  oppreftion.  The  effential  dif¬ 
ference  between  our  caufe,  and  that  of  our  enemies,  might  juftify 
a  feverer  punifhment  :  the  law  of  retaliation  will  unqueftioably 
warrant  one  equally  fevere. 

We  mean  not,  however,  by  this  declaration,  to  occafion  or  to 
multiply  punifhments  :  our  foie  view  is  to  prevent  them.  In  this  un¬ 
happy  and  unnatural  controverfy,  in  which  Britons  fight  againft  Bri¬ 
tons,  and  the  defcendants  of  Britons,  let  the  calamities  immedi¬ 
ately  incident  to  a  civil  war  fuffice.  We  hope  additions  will  not 
from  wantonnefs  be  made  to  them  on  one  fide  :  we  fhall  regret  the 
neceftity,  if  laid  under  the  necefiity,  of  making  them  on  the  other. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  publiftied. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Bull,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Friday 
next. 

Resolved ,  That  lieutenant  Feltham,  have  leave  to  join  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  26th  regiment,  and  refide  with  them  in  the  place's  defiti- 
ned  for  their  reception. 

Resolved ,  That  major  Prefton,  and  the  officer  with  him,  remain 
in  Philadelphia  until  farther  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  inform  major  Prefton  of  this  refo- 
lution. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafliington,  dated  28th  November,  being 
received,  was  read, 

Resolved ,  i  hat  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning’. 

The  fever al  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursdat,  December  7,  1775. 

The  Congtefs,  being  informed  that  the  women  and  children  taken 
at  St.  John’s,  with  the  baggage,  were  arrived, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  the  colony  of  Penniylvania,  to  have  them  removed  in  the  cheap- 

eft  manner,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  the  places 
affigned  them. 
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.  Ccsoiveu,  That  lieutenant  George  Cuppaidge,  of  the  26th  re- 
gnnent,  be  permitted  to  go  to  New- York  for  a  week  upon  his  pa¬ 
role,  that  he  will  neither  fpeak  nor  write  to  any  perfon  upon  any 
political  'object,  or  give  any  intelligence  whalfoever  upon  fuch  to¬ 
pics,  ana  Will  return  to  Philadelphia  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  dated  the  6th,  was  received  and  read. 

1  lie  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  general’s  letter  of 
tne  28th  tilt,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  doubts  may  arife  refpefting  the  true  intent  and  con- 
uruction  of  a  certain  reiolution  of  Congrefs,  pafTed  the  4th  day  of 
November  laft,  empowering  the  general,  in  cafe  the  neceffity  of 
t  il  fervice  (liouid  require  it,  to  call  forth  the  minute-men  and  mi¬ 
litia  ol  the  New- Engl  and  colonies, 

Resolved ,  That  the  laid  refolution  (hall  not  extend  or  be  con- 
ft  rued  to  authorize  the  general  to  call  forth  the  faid  minute-men 
or  militia,  without  having  applied  to  and  obtained  the  confent  of 
thofe  officers,  in  whom  the  executive  powers  of  government  in 
thofe  colonies  may  be  veiled. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  letters  to  the  council  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  the  convention  of  New-Hampffiire,  and  the  gover¬ 
nors  ol  Rhode-Illand  and  Connecticut,  acquainting  them  with  the 
pi  cient  itate  or  the  army,  and  enclosing  copies  of  the  refolutions 
ol  this  Congrefs,  relative  to  tne  general’s  being  empowered  to  call 
foith  the  militia  cl  thole  governments,  on  any  emergency,  and  re¬ 
queuing  thofe  colonies  to  exert  themfelves  in  defence  of 'our  com¬ 
mon  liberties,  by  affording  the  general  all  the  aid  in  their  power, 
and  comply  with  his  requeft  for  the  abidance  of  the  militia  when¬ 
ever  he  may  find  it  neceffary  to  apply  for  it. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  22d  of  November,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Montgomery  of  the  17th, 
and  one  from  colonel  Arnold  of  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  be¬ 
ing  received,  were  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Fridat,  December  8,  1775. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  Jenkins  was 
ref  *rrcd,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

1  he  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  in- 
fpeiStion  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  relative  to  Allen 
Cameron,  John  Smith,  and  John  Connolly,  with  the  papers  enclo¬ 
s'd,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into 
confideration, 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  Allen  Cameron,  John  Smith,  and  John 
Connolly,  be  confined  in  prifon  at  Philadelphia,  at  the  continental 
expenfe,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  above  refo¬ 
lution  to  the  committee  of  Frederick,  anudefire  them,  in  purfuance 
thereof,  to  fend  the  prifoners  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 
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Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudfon,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  R. 
Morris. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  letters  from  lord 
Sterling',  came  to  the  following'  refolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry  be  appointed  to  fupply  the 
battalions  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  with  the  rations  and  other  necef- 
faries  allowed  them,  of  a  dollar  per  ration. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Crane  be  dire&ed  to  give  Mr.  Lowry  pro¬ 
per  orders  for  fecuring,  for  the  life  of  the  battalions  raifed  in  New- 
Jerfey,  the  blankets  in  the  barracks  of  that  colony. 

Resolved ,  That  the  companies  of  the  two  battalions  raifed  in 
New-Jerfey,  not  already  ordered  to  the  fort  on  Hudfon’s  river,  in 
the  highlands,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
ordered  to  march  as  foon  as  they  can  be  furnifhed.  with  barrack 
neceffaries  and  arms,  to  the  city  of  New-York,  and  there  remain 
till  further  orders  ;  and  that  four  of  the  companies  ordered  to  the 
fort  in  the  highlands,  be  likewife  ftationed  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  till  barracks  can  be  fitted  up  for  them  in  that  fort. 

Resolved ,  That  a  furgeon  be  allowed  to  each  battalion,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  that  his  pay  be  25  dollars  per 
calendar  month. 

Whereupon,  William  Barnet,  jun.  was  ele&ed  furgeon  to  lord 
Sterling’s,  or  the  (irft  battalion  raifed  in  New-Jerfey. 

Resolved ,  That  a  (landing  committee,  compofed  of  a  member 
from  each  colony,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  applications,  and 
examine  into  the  Qualifications  of  the  feveral  perfons,  who  apply 
for  offices  in  the  American  army,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  W.  Livingflon,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Resolved ,  That  the  part  of  lord  Sterling’s  letter,  which  refpecls 
the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  foldiers  for  fmall  fums,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livingflon. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Bedford,  the  deputy  mufter  mafler-general, 
who  is  now  in  town,  be  directed  to  mufter  the  battalion  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  make  return  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  poflible. 

The  committee  on  eftablifhing  expreffes,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  with  the  en- 
clofed  letters  from  general  Montgomery  and  colonel  Arnold,  be 
publifhed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  farther  poft- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday ,  December  9,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  vef- 

fels,  be  empowered  to  employ  the  following  officers,  and  that  their 
pay  be  as  follows,  viz. 


Midfhipman, 

12 

dollars 

per  calendar 

Armourer, 

15 

do. 

do. 

Sail-maker, 

12 

do. 

do. 

Yeoman, 

9 

do. 

do. 

Quarter- mafter, 

9 

do. 

do. 

Quarter-gunner, 

8 

do. 

do. 

Cook, 

i  '  * 

12 

do. 

do. 

Coxfwain, 

9 

do. 

do. 

Pilot  according  to.  the  ufual  rates  ;  when  abfolutely  neceffarv 
the  commander  to  give,  fuch  farther  gratuity  as  maybe  neceffarv 
tor  the  good  of  the  fervice.  J 

.  Resolved)  I  hat  an  order  iffue  for  raifing  four  battalions  more 

m  the  colony  of  Pennfyfvania,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the  one  alrea¬ 
dy  railed. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  a  like  order  iffue  for  raifing  one  battalion  in 
the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  on  the  fame  terms  as  thofe  or- 
dered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler,  from  the  1  1th  of  November  inclufive,  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  orders  given  to  general  Montgomery,  to 
purchafe  cloathing  at  Montreal,  for  the  troops  under  his  command, 
be  and  are  approved. 


Resolved ',  1  hat  the  officers,  who  are  prifoners,  be  allowed  to 
fell  their  bills  for  their  fubfiftance. 

Resolved,  That  major  Prefton,  captain  Kinnear,  captain  Good¬ 
win,  and  major  Stopford,  pay  to  the  continental  treafurers,  the  funis 
advanced  them  by  general  Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be 
informed  of  this  refolution,  and  defired  to  fend  their  obligations 
to  the  treafurers. 


Resolved ,  1  hat  general  Montgomery  be  appointed  a  major- 
general  in  the  army  ot  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  fum  of  166  dollars  per  month,  be  allowed  to 
the  commander  ior  the  time  being  in  the  province  of  Canada,  and 
rt  fiding  the  ic,  foi  the  expenfe  ol  his  table,  over  and  above  the 
pay,  to  which  lie  may  be  entitled  by  his  commiffion. 

Resolved,  I  hat  the  feveral  other  matters  in  general  Schuyler’s 
letters,  and  the  encloled  papers,  except  what  relates  to  Mr.  Phelps, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  to  take  the  fame  into 
confideration,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon.  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  -  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Car¬ 
penter  Wharton,  who  has  contrafled  to  fupply  the  battalion  raifed 
in  1  ennlylvania,  at  7.90  of  a  dollar  per  ration,  the  fame  to  be  paid 
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-■him  on  his  figning  the  contrad,  and  giving  fecurity  for  the  per¬ 
formance  thereof. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William 
Chew,  for  riding  exprefs  to  the  faltpetre  rock  in  Virginia,  and 
bringing  famples  of  the  mineral,  the  turn  ol  84.3  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Colonel  Dyer  produced  an  account,  amounting  to  195  6  dollars, 
for  medicines  bought  and  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  for  that  fum. 

The  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department, 
laid  before  Congrefs  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Wednefday  next. 

Resolved ,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the  inftrudions  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Ifland. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mon  DAT ,  December  11,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  30th  of  November,  be¬ 
ing  received,  was  read,  together  with  an  invoice  of  ftores  on  board 
the  Nancy  tranfport,  taken  by  the  fchooner  Lee,  captain  Manley, 
alfo  a  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  dated  7th  inftant. 

The  committee,  to  whom  that  part  of  lord  Sterling’s  letter,  re- 
fpecting  the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  foldiers  for  fmall  fums,  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  into  confi- 
deration  the  inftruclions  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
after  debate  thereon, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  furnifhing  thefe  colonies  with  a  naval  armament,  and  re¬ 
port  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  confifl  of  a  member  from  each 
colony,  viz.  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane, 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  Gadfden. 

I  he  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Jenkins,  of  the  ifland  of  Nan¬ 
tucket,  for  licence  to  fell  his  cargo  of  oil  in  this  city,  and  to  pur- 
chafe  a  cargo  of  provifions  and  fuel  for  the  neceffary  ufe  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  faid  ifland,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

^  Resolved ,  That  the  vigilance  and  zeal  of  the  committee  of  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  preventing  the  faid  Jenkins’s 
cargo  from  being  fold,  contrary  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  is 
highly  approved.  b  ’ 

Resolved ,  r  hat  it  appears  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  faid  ifland  are  at  preient  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  the  ne- 
teffaries  of  life. 

Resolved ,  That  humanity  requires  that  feme  fpeedy  meafures  be 
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taken  by  the  Congrefs,  to  enable  the  faid  inhabitants  to  fupply 
them ielves  with  ncceffary  fuel  and  provifions. 

Resolved,  That  the  fele£l-men  of  the  town  of  Sherbourne,  in 
Nantucket,  prepare  an  eftimate  of  the  quantity  of  fuel,  and  provifi¬ 
ons  ncceffary  tor  the  ufe  of  faid  inhabitants,  and  lay  it  before  three 
or  more  jufbces  of  the  peace,  for  the  county  of  Barnftable,  in  the 
colony  oi  Maffachu felts- Bay,  attefted  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
i.m  faid  feleCL-men  ;  and  that  the  laid  juftices  be  empowered  to 
grant  licences  under  their  hands  to  any  mailer  or  owner  of  veffels 
in  the  laid  illand,  to  import  fuel  and  provilions  from  the  colonies  of 
Maffachuietts-Bay,  Rffiode-Uland,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jerley,  Pennfylvama,  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  or  Maryland,  not 
exceeding  the  quantities  fpecified  in  faid  effimate. 

Resolved)  vVhereas  it  appears  that  the  faid  inhabitants  are  in  im¬ 
mediate  danger  of  fufFering  for  want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  that 
the  laid  captain  Jenkins  be  permitted,  under  the  infpedtion  of  the 
committee  ol  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  unload  and 
lell  his  prefent  cargo,  and  to  purchafe  a  cargo  of  fuel  and  provi¬ 
fions,  provided  he  Tall  firft  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  a  ma- 
giflrate,  and  give  bond,  that  the  fame  is,  bona  fide,  intended  for  the 
internal  confumption  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  and  that  he  will  life 
his  utmofl  endeavours,  that  it  lb  all  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudfon  was 
referred,  reported  their  opinion  in  certain  refolutions,  which  being 
read,  were  arreed  to  as  follows  : 


Resolved ,  I  hat  fo  much  of  the  faid  petition  as  prays  for  permif- 
fion  to  export  his  cargo  to  any  place,  other  than  the  illands  of  Great- 
Britain,  Ireland,  Jerff  y,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Man,  or  the 
Well- India  illands,  is  reafonable. 

Resolved ,  7  hat  fo  much  of  the  faid  petition  as  prays  fo  farther 
permiffion  is  unreafonable. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fai  d  petitioner  give  bond,  with  fufficient  fecu- 
rity,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Baltimore, 
under  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of  faid  cara'o,  to  export  the 
faid  cargo  to  fome  place  other  than  the  illands  of  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  Man,  and  the  illands 
of  the  Weft-Indies;  and  within  fix  months  after  the  laid  exporta¬ 
tion,  to  produce  to  the  faid  chairman  a  certificate  of  the  port,  to 
which  the  laid  cargo  fh all  have  been  Ihipped,  authenticated  under 
the  hands  of  two  merchants  of  known  characters  and  reputation,  re- 
fiding  in  the  fame  port  ;  and  that  on  executing  Inch  bond,  the  faid 
chairman  iign  a  permit  to  the  faid  petitioner,  allowing  him  to  export 
the  faid  cargo. 

The  Congrefs  refnminr  the  fubjeCt  of  emitting  bills  of  credit, 

Reso'ved ,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  fign 
and  number  the  bills  orb  red  to  be  admitted,  viz.  Samuel  Morris, 
Frederick  Kuhl,  Stephen  Collins,  Nicholas  Garrifon,  Matthew  Clark- 
fon,  Samuel  G.  Morris,  Thomas  Barclay,  Anthony  Morris,  jun. 
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James  Wharton,  Benjamin  Fuller,  Joel  Evans,  Andrew  Runner, 
John  Meafe,  Thomas  Coornbe,  John  Bayard,  Robert  Tuckmfs, 
Ifaac  Hazlehurft,  Thomas  Morris,  Samuel  Caldwell,  John  Pur- 
viance,  Mordecai  Lewis,  George  Campbell,  Joleph  Parker,  Daniel 
Clymer,  Jofeph  Watkins,  jun.  John  Shee,  Phineas  Bond,  James 
Read,  Robert  Roberts,  John  Ord,  Ifaac  Plowed,  William  Webb, 
Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Cornelius  Barnes,  1  homas  Smith,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Crifpin. 

Resolved ,  That  each  bill  be  figned,  and  numbered  by  two  of  the 
foregoing  gentlemen. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Phelps,  was  prefented  and  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  qualifications  of  perfons 
applying  for  offices,  &c.  reported  Dr.  Boyd  as  proper  for  the  office 
of  furgeon  to  the  battalion  raifed'in  Pennfylvania,  and  Mr.  Patter- 
fon  adjutant,  whereupon, 

Dr.  Boid  was  unanimoufiy  elected. 

A  petition  from  David  Beveridge,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum 
of  3000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence. 

Resolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  to  take  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  refpedling  Bofton. 

A  letter  from  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern 
department,  enclofmg  fundry  papers,  was  received  and  read. 

The  committee  on  the  credit  of  paper  currency,  brought  in  their 
report. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday  December  12,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  intercepted  letters  of  Brooke  Watfon,  and 
the  invoice  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  brig  Nancy  tranfport,  taken 
by  the  fchooner  Lee,  captain  Manly,  be  publifhed. 

Sundry  letters  relative  to  a  cargo  of  molaffes,  taken  out  of  the 
brig  Nancy  ;  alfo  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  encloling 
a  parole  figned  by  the  officers  there,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  thanks  to  the  three 
general  officers  in  the  northern  army,  reported  draughts,  which 
being  read  and  approved, 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  figned  by  the  prefident  and  tranfmitted. 

The  committee  on  general  Schuyler’s  letters,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read. 

Resolved ,  That  the  allowance  for  a  table,1  made  to  the  comman¬ 
der  for  the  time  being  in  Canada,  be  granted  to  general  Monte*o- 
inery,  for  the  time  he  entered  Canada. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  make  a  prefent  of  a  fword  of 
the  value  ot  one  hundred  dollars,  to  captain  Henry  B.  Livinsrfton 
as  a  tefhmony  of  their  fenfe  of  his  fervice  to  this  country,  and  that 
v.dl  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  promoting  him  in  the 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  120,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
5.0  ,on?  ot  ^hode-lfland,  in  part  of  their  account  againtt  the  United 
Coiomes,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  emiffion  laft  ordered,  the  faid  colony 
to  be  accountable  for  the  fame.  ^ 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  into  con¬ 
gelation  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  after  de- 
bate, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 

committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  this  matter  into  farther  confide- 
ration. 

Ihe  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

JVednesdat ,  December  13,  1775. 

A  letter  fiom  general  W  aldington  of  the  4th  inffant,  enclofing 
*  unary  papers,  being  received,  was  read. 

-Tne  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fittino- 
out  a  naval  armament,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read 
ana  decated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

.  ^  ^at  ^ve  f'-ps  of  32  guns,  five  of  28  guns,  three  of  24  guns,  ma- 
kmg  m  the  whole  thirteen,  can  be  fitted  for  the  fea  probably  by  the 
m-t  oi  march  next,  viz.  in  New-Kampfhire  one,  in  MalTachuletts- 
Bay  two,  in  Connecticut  one,  in  Rhode-Illand  two,  in  New- York 
two,  in  Pennfyl vania  four,  and  in  Maryland  one. 

^  1  nat  die  coll  of  thele  fhips,  fo  fitted,  will  not  be  more  than 
66,666-J  dollars  each,  on  an  average,  allowing  two  compleat  fuits 
of  fails  for  each  fhip,  equal  in  the  whole  to  866, 666f  dollars. 

That  the  materials  for  fitting  them  may  be  all  furnifhed  in  thefe 
colonies,  except  the  articles  of  canvas  and  gun-powder;  and  that 
therefore  it  will  be  proper  the  Congrefs  diredt  the  mod  fpeedy  and 
effectual  means  of  importing  the  faid  articles  of  canvas  and  powder  ; 
that  of  the  former,  7500  pieces  will  be  wanted,  and  that  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  one  hundred  tons. 

Resolved,  I  hat  a  committee  be  appointed  with  full  powers  to 
cany  die  laid  report  into  execution,  with  all  poffible  expedition, 
(except  w nat  relates  to  canvas  and  powder)  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  the  appointment  of  this  committee  be  deferred 
till  to  -morrow. 

Resolved,  1  hat  it  be  an  inflrucfion  fo  the  fecret  committee  to 
emoiace  the  beft  and  earlieff  opportunities  to  procure  the  quantity  of 
duck  and  powder  in  the  above  report. 

jvlr.  W  illmg,  one  of  the  fecret  committee,  defiring  to  be  excufed 
on  account  of  his  living  out  of  town,  which  rendered  it  impradtica- 
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ble  for  him  to  attend  the  committee,  which  ufually  meets  in  the 
evening : 

Resolved,  That  he  be  excufed,  and  another  be  elebied  in  his  room. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

Resolved ,  That  when  this  Gongrefs  lhall  adjourn,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  appoint  a  committee  to  lit  during  the  adjournment,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fuperintending  the  treafury,  carrying  on  neceffary 
correfpondence,  and  fuch  other  fervices  as  flnall  be  directed  by 
Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  confider 
and  prepare  inftructions  for  the  committee  above-mentioned. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Blooper,  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  vef- 
fels,  be  authorized  to  give  able-bodied  feamen,  that  may  be  willing 
to  enter  on  board  the  Ihips  of  war  of  the  United  Colonies,  eight 
dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Iniormation  being  given  that  fundry  perfons  in  this  city  have 
lately  fold  tea, 

Resolved ,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be  referred  to 
Friday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat ,  December  14,  1775. 

Resolved ,  Tha-t  on  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  half  an  hour  every 
morning  be  employed  in  reading  the  corrected  copy  or  the  journal, 
till  the  whole  is  gone  through. 

Resolved ,  That  every  morning  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day 
be  read,  before  the  Congrefs  enter  on  new  bufmefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  corrected  journal,  after  being  read,  be  tranf- 
cribed,  and  fent  to  the  prefs. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  to  carry  into  execution  the  refo- 
lutions  of  Congrefs,  for  fitting  out  a  naval  armament. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  committee  confift  of  a  member  from 
each  colony. 

Resolved ,  That  the  choice  be  by  ballot. 

.  The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr. 

Read,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Gadfden,  and 
Mr.  Houfton. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  general  Walhington’s  letter  of 
the  4th,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecond  refolution  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittce  on  the  gent]  a!  s  lettei,  relative  to  tranfports,  be  committed* 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Hay,  of  the  7th  regiment,  who  is 
now  a  prifoner,  have  liberty  to  return  to  Great-Britain,  on  his 
parole,  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  America,  during  the  prefent 
conteft  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies. 
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A  petition  from  Peter  Berlon,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read, 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  faid  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying' 
it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr. 
Smith. 

1  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  further  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- — 0VGUO  - 

Fridat ,  December  15,  1775. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  captain  Motte,  who 
had  the  charge  of  conducting  tire  prifoners  to  Reading,  and  other 
towns  in  Pennfylvania,  having  performed  that  fervice,  was  return¬ 
ed  to  this  city. 

Resolved ,  Mi  at  the  committee  appointed  to  diflribute  the  pri¬ 
foners,  confer  with  captain  Motte,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  4  hat  the  committee  of  fafety  for  the  colony  of  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  be  requefted  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  field  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  four  battalions  to  be  laifed  in  the  faid  colony. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  committee  appoint  proper  perfons  for 
officers  in  the  faid  battalion,  under  the  rank  of  majors. 

Resolved ,  That  fimilar  orders  be  given  to  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  the  lower  counties  on  Delatvare,  for  recommending  field 
officers,  and  appointing  inferior  officers,  for  the  battalion  to  be 
railed  in  that  colony. 

Resolved ,  That  Meffrs.  George  Meade  and  company,  merchants, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  permitted  to  export  from  the  colony 
of  Virginia,  fo  much  of  the  produce  of  that  country,  as  {hall  be 
equal  in  value  to  any  quantity  of  fait,  not  exceeding  fix  thoufand 
bufhels,  which  they  {hall  carry  and  fafely  deliver  there  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety  or  their  order,  who  are  empowered  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  the  faid  produce  and  fait  ;  and  that  the  faid  George 
Meade  and  company',  having  given  to  the  delegates  of  the  faid 
colony,  in  this  city,  bond  with  fufficient  fecurity,  under  a  penalty 
of  double  the  value  of  the  laid  fait,  that  they  will  not  carry  any 
produce  of  the  faid  colony,  which  they  may  receive  in  return  for 
their  fait,  to  the  iflands  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guern- 
fey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Man,  or  to  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and 
producing  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid  colony  a  certifi¬ 
cate  thereof,  figned  by  the  faid  delegates  here,  {hall  have  a  permit 
under  the  hand  of  the  chairman  of  the  faid  committee  of  fafetv, 
to  export  the  faid  produce,  the  faid  permit  being  to  be  endorfed 
on,  or  annexed  to  a  manifeft  of  the  cargo  exported. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inffructions  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  who  are  to  fit  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  the  carriage  cf  cloathing 
to  Dobb’s  ferry,  the  fum  of  40  dollars. 
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To  Philip  Livingfton,  Efq;  for  printing,  See.  the  film  of  5  6.2 
dollars. 

To  fundries,  for  provifions,  Sec.  furnifhed  to  feveral  companies  of 
riflemen,  the  fum  of  212  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner, 
Efq. 

To  the  committee  of  obfervation  at  Prince-Town,  for  fundry  ex- 
penfes,  and  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral  rifle  companies,  the  fum 
of  74.3  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Higgins. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  fecond  refolution  in  the  report, 
relative  to  tranfports,  was  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  further  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  16,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  tlie  7th,  being  received, 
was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York  of  the  9th,  beinglaid 
before  Congrefs  and  read, 

Ordered ,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  credit 
of  the  continental  currency. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  into  execution 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  a  naval  armament,  be  empow¬ 
ered  to  draw  on  the  treafurers,  from  time  to  time,  for  any  funis,  not 
exceeding  500,000  dollars,  for  carrying  faid  refolutions  into  exe¬ 
cution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  inflruftions  for  colonel  Irvine. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  captain  Motte,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Jofiah 
Eeffenden,  for  riding  exprefs  three  times  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and.  once  to  Rhode-Ifland,  and  for  expenfes  and  horfe-hire,  a  ba¬ 
lance  amounting  to  126  dollars. 

To  Daniel  King,  for  36  days  hire  of  a  fulky  for  faid  J.  Feffenden? 
the  fum  of  18  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Captain  White  Eyes,  a  Delaware  chief,  who  came  down  with  the 
commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  being 
introduced  to  Congrefs,  the  prefident  addreffed  him  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner  : 

u  Brother  Captain  White  Eyes , 

We  are  glad  to  fee  you,  and  we  bid  you  welcome  to  this  council- 
fire,  kindled  for  all  the  United  Colonies. 

We  have  heard  of  your  Iriendlliip  for  your  brethren,  the  white 
people,  and  how  ufeful  you  have  been  in  preferving  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  between  your  nation  and  us,  and  we  thank  you  for  thofe  fer- 
vices. 

Vol.  I.  N  2 
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W e  arc  pleafedthat  the  Delawares  intend  to  embrace  Chriftianity* 
We  will  fend  you,  according  to  your  defire,  a  minifter,  and  a  fchool 
mailer  to  inftru&  you  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  other  parts 
ot  uleful  knowledge. 

We  Ihall  be  happy  in  improving  every  opportunity  that  (hall  offer, 
for  convincing  your  nation,  and  all  other  nations  of  Indians,  of  our 
friendly  dilpolition  towards  them. 

Before  you  leave  this  city,  we  will  give  you  fome  particular  tefli- 
mony  of  our  regard  for  you.” 

1  he  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  who  conferred  with  captain  Motte, 

Upon  motion  made,  Resolved ,  That  the  officers  be  dihributed  in 
fuch  places  as  are  mod  agreeable  to  themfelves,  obferving  always 
the  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  on  this  fubjedt,  and  that  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  privates  be  not  llationed  in  the  fame  places,  until  the  far¬ 
ther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
major  Preflon,  and,  with  him,  fix  on  an  agent  to  negociate  his  bills; 
and  with  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  faid  bills,  to  fupply  the 
prifoners  taken  at  St.  John’s  with  cloathing  and  other  neceffaries. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M4Kean,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
S.  Adams. 

Resolved ,  That  the  privates  who  are  prifoners,  and  have  been 
left  by  captain  Motte  at  Lancafter,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  that 
place  till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  80  dollars  be  paid  to  captain 
Motte,  being  fo  much  advanced  and  paid  by  him  for  neceffaries  to 
his  men  in  conducting  the  prifoners. 

Resolved ,  That  the  diftribution  of  the  prifoners  made  by  captain 
Motte  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  'That  it  be  a  Handing  rule  of  Congrefs,  that  no  perfon 
be  allowed  to  make  any  motion  after  12  o’clock,  without  fpecial 
leave,  until  the  orders  of  the  day  are  either  determined  or  put  off  to 
another  day. 

A  petition  from  fundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented 
and  read  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  jefferfon,  and  Mr. 
Hooper. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  Beveridge  was  refer¬ 
red,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

- —Bigg-'  ' 


Monday,  December  18,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Prefton,  reported 
their  proceedings,  and  that  they  had  not  yet  come  to  a  conclulion 
with  him  on  the  matter  given  them  in  charge. 

Resolved ,  That  major  Prefton  have  leave  to  go  with  captain 
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Motte  to  Lancafter,  and  to  remain  there  ten  days,  if  he  chufe  to  tariy 

fo  long.  # 

Resolved.,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  relative  to 

the  difpofal  of  the  prifoners,  and  of  the  parole  to  be  figned  by  the 
officers,  be  lent  to  the  committee  of  infpedfion  of  Lancafter  ;  and 
that  an  order  iffue  to  the  faid  committee  to  take  the  parole  of  the 
officers  there,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
captain  Edward  Motte,  for  the  farther  fum  of  80  dollars,  he  to  be 
accountable  for  the  fame. 

Sundry  affidavits  from  Wyoming,  relative  to  difturbances  there, 
between  the  people  ot  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania,  being  laid*be- 
fore  the  Congrefs  and  read, 

After  debate,  Resolved ,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be 
referred  till  to-morrow. 

Letters  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  letters  and  papers 
enclofed  being  received,  were  read, 

.  Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  c  ho  fen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and  Mr.  Jef¬ 
fs  rfon. 

The  fundry  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  of  falety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quefted  to  fupply  the  armed  veffels,  which  are  nearly  ready  to  fail, 
with  four  tons  of  gun-powder,  at  the  continental  expenfe. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  requefted  to  procure  and  lend  the  faid 
veffels  as  many  ftands  of  fmall  arms  as  they  can  fpare,  not  exceeding 
400,  to  be  repaid  by  the  Congrefs  either  in  kind  or  value,  as  the 
committee  may  defire. 

That  if  the  powder  and  arms  that  may  be  fupplied  and  lent  to  the 
continent  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  armed  veffels,  ftiall  not  be  replaced 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  February  next,  the  Congrefs  engages 
that  their  whole  influence  and  authority  (hall  then  be  exerted  im¬ 
mediately,  to  replace  the  fame,  by  procuring  powder  and  arms  from 
fome  other  part  of  the  continent. 

Resolved ,  That  if  the  powder  fupplied  and  lent  to  the  continent 
by  the  city  of  New- York,  fhall  not  be  replaced  on  or  before  the  firft 
of  February  next,  the  Congrefs  engages  that  their  whole  influence 
and  authority  ftiall  then  be  exerted  immediately  to  replace  the  fame, 
by  providing  powder  from  fome  other  part  of  the  continent. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  re  fumed  the  con¬ 
fideration  of  the  general’s  letter,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  fecond  refolution  in  their  former  report,  which  was  recommitted, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  all  tranfport  veffels  in  the  fame  fervice,  having  on 
board  any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing,  provifions,  military 
or  naval  ftores  of  what  kind  foever,  and  all  veffels  to  whomfoever  be¬ 
longing,  that  ftiall  be  employed  in  carrying  proviffons  or  other  ue<* 
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ceffai  ies  to  tne  Britilh  army  or  armies,  or  navy,  that  now  are  or  fhall 
hei  e<».f  tci  he  vv  ithin  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandizes,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  fleet  and  army,  fhall  be  liable  to* 
feizure,  and,  with  their  cargoes,  fhall  be  cpnfifcated. 

I  he  committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers  applying  See 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  :  PP  7  8> 

Ordered ,  To  lie  cm  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  flate  of  Virginia,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  read, ' 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  lettei  from  general  YVafhington  being  received,  was  read* 

"I  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pofiponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  December  20,  1775. 

T  he  committee  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due  to  fundry  per- 
ions  for  necelTaries  furnifhed  to  the  rifle  companies  in  Virginia,  the 
fum  of  640.5  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Tho¬ 
mas  Rutherford. 

To  Rebecca  Reynolds,  for  horfe  hire,  the  fum  of  6.9  dollars,  and 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  reverend  Mr.  Elihu  Spencer,  and  the  reverend  Mr.  Alexander 
McWhorter,  who  have  undertaken  to  go  to  North-Carolina,  for  the 
fum  of  120  dollars  each,  being  three  months  advance,  they  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  petition  of  David  Beveridge,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  where- 
u  pon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  petition  is  unreafonable  ;  Resolved r,  ne- 
verthelefs,  that  for  the  more  fpeedy  arming  thefe  cojonies,  the  faid 
David  Beveridge  be  permitted  to  export  a  cargo  of  the  produce  of 
America  (live  flock  and  lumber  excepted)  to  any  part  of  the  world, 
except  Great-Britain,  the  Britifh  Illands,  Ireland,  or  the  Britifh 
Weft-Indies,  on  his  giving  bond,  with  fuffleient  fecurity,  in  double 
the  amount  of  the  faid  cargo,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
infpe<ftion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  or  to  fuch  per- 
fions  as  the  faid  committee  fhall  appoint,  that  he  will  import,  into 
thefe  colonies,  by  the  firft  day  of  June  next,  the  amount  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  faid  cargo,  in  arms,  ammunition,  or  faltpetre,  and 
Ihall  difpofe  of  the  fame  to  the  Congrefs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
Colonies,  at  fuch  reafonable  prices,  as  by  the  committee  of  inflec¬ 
tion  of  the  place  in  which  the  velTel  fhall  arrive,  ftiall  be  afeertain- 
ed  and  determined. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  general’s  letters, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  feveral  veflels  heretofore  taken  and  carried 
into  Maflachufetts-Bay,  by  the  armed  veflels  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies,  be  proceeded  againft  by  the  rules  of  the  law  of 
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nations,  and  libelled  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  erected  in  faid  co¬ 
lony. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  difpute  between  the 
people  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  on  the  waters  oi  Sufque- 
hannah,  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  a  difpute  fub lifts  between  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  fettled  under  the  claim  of  the  faid  co¬ 
lony,  on  the  lands  near  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufquehannah  river,  and 
in  the  Delaware  country,  and  the  inhabitants  fettled  under  the 
claim  of  the  proprietors  of  Pennfylvania,  which  dilpute,  it  is  ap¬ 
prehended,  will,  if  not  fufpended  during  the  prefent  troubles  in 
thefe  colonies,  be  productive  of  pernicious  confequences,  which 
may  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  common  intereft  of  the  United 
Colonies  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  and  it  is  ac¬ 
cordingly  recommended,  that  the  contending  parties  immediately 
ceafe  all  hoftilities,  and  avoid  every  appearance  of  force,  until  the 
difpute  can  be  legally  decided  ;  that  all  the  property  taken  and 
detained,  be  reftored  to  the  original  owners  ;  that  no  interruption 
be  given  by  either  party  to  the  free  palling  and  repaying  of  perfons 
behaving  themfelves  peaceably  through  the  difputed  territory,  as 
well  by  land  as  water,  without  moleftation  of  either  perfons  or 
property  ;  that  all  perfons  feized  and  detained  on  account  of  faid 
difpute,  on  either  fide,  be  difmiffed  and  permitted  to  go  to  their 
refpeCtive  homes  ;  and  that,  things  being  put  in  the  fame  fituation 
they  were  before  the  late  unhappy  conted,  they  continue  to  behave 
themfelves  peaceably  on  their  refpeClive  pofTeflions  and  improve 
ments,  until  a  legal  decifion  can  be  had  on  faid  difpute,  or  this 
Congrefs  fhall  take  further  order  thereon  ;  and  nothing  herein  done 
lhall  be  conftrued  in  prejudice  of  the  claim  of  either  party. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


c Thursday ,  December  21,  1775. 

Ordered ,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  refolution  palfed  yef- 
fferaay,  relative  to  the  difpute  between  the  people  of  Connecticut 
and  Pennfylvania,  be  transmitted  to  the  contending  parties. 

The  convention  of  Maryland  having  added  two  new  members 
to  their  delegates,  one  of  them  attending,  produced  the  credentials 
of  their  appointment,  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

Annapolis  ( Maryland . J  In  Provincial  Convention ,  Dec.  9,  1775. 

Resolved ,  That  Robert  Alexander  and  John  Rogers,  Efqrs; 
together  with  thofe  already  appointed,  be  deputies  to  reprefent  this 
province  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  and  that  the  faid  deputies  or 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to  confent 
and  agree  to  till  mealures,  which  fuch  Congrefs  fhall  deem  necefTarv 
and  effectual  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  and  be 
authorized  to  reprefent  and  aCt  for  this  province  in  any  continental 
Congrefs,  which  maybe  held  before  the  2  5th  day  of  March  next. 

ExtraCt  from  the  minutes, 

G •  Duvall ,  Clerk.” 
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The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers  applying,  Etc.  and  the  fame 
being  debated, 

Resolved ,  I  hat  forty  iron  pots  be  provided  for  the  foldiers, 
■while  in  the  barracks  near  Philadelphia. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiffioned  officers  of  each  company  be 
allowed,  every  week,  a  quarter  of  a  cord  of  hickory,  or  other  wood 
in  proportion. 

Resolved ,  i  hat  there  be  provided  for  the  battalion  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania,  one  hundred  haverfacks,  a  camp  kettle  for  every  fix 
men,  a  tomahawk,  canteen,  cartouch  box,  knapfack,  and  two  belts 
for  each  man. 

Resolved ,  That  a  coat  of  uniform  be  provided  for  each  foldier, 
and  that  .what  the  coat  cods  more  than  the  hunting  fhirt,  which 
was  to  have  been  given  them,  be  deducted  from  their  wages. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  laid  battalion  be  paid  one  month’s  pay  as 
ioon  as  may  be,  that  afterwards  they  receive  monthly  half  a  month’s 
pay  only,  until  io  much  is  retained,  as  will  amount  to  the  money 
advanced  for  their  fire  arms,  cloathing,  kc.  after  which  they  fhall 
receive  their  full  pay  monthly. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  provide  arms,  for  the  three  companies  which 
are  ordered  to  march  ;  and  alio  to  provide  the  articles  ordered 
above  for  the  ufie  of  the  laid  battalion,  and  likewife  to  furnifh  the 
faid  battalion  with  drums,  colours  and  fifes. 

Dr.  James  Holmes  was  chofen  furgeon  to  colonel  Maxwell’s 
regiment. 

Matthias  Raided  was  deeded  qnarter-mader  to  lord  Sterling’s 
regiment. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers, 
&c.  be  directed  to  procure  proper  medicine-cheds  for  the  battalion 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey. 

I  he  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  con  fide  fation  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
or  conference,  relative  to  an  attack  on  Bodon,  and  after  feme 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W  ard 
reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  hut  not  having  come  to  a  determination 
thereon,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning,  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con¬ 
fideration,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  relative  to 
the  attack  on  Bodon. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  be 
a  committee  to  confider  what  allowance  fhould  be  made  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  who  are  pri Toners,  for  their  fupport. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Mr.  Regonville,  a  Canadian  prifoner  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  or¬ 
ders  of  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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j Friday  December  22,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  14th  ;  alfo  a  letter  from 
lord  Sterling  of  the  fame  date,  and  a  letter  from  captain  Living' 
fton,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  vefTels,  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  officers  by  them  appointed,  agreeable  to  the 
powers  to  them  given  by  Congrels^  viz. 

Ezek  Hopkins,  Efq;  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet. 

Dudley  Saltonftall,  captain  oi  the  Alfred. 

Abraham  Whipple,  captain  of  the  Columbus. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  captain  of  the  Andrew  Dona. 

John  Burrows  Hopkins,  captain  of  the  Cabot. 

Firft  lieutenants.  John  Paul  Jones,  Rhodes  Arnold,  .  Stanf- 
bury,  Herfted  Hacker,  Jonathan  Pitcher. 

Second  lieutenants.  Benjamin  Seabury,  Jofeph  Olney,  Elifha 
Warner,  Thomas  Weaver,  - — —  M4Dougall. 

Third  lieutenants.  John  Fanning,  Ezekiel  Burroughs,  Daniel 

Vaughan. 

Resolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet 
be  125  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Resolved ,  That  commiflions  be  granted  to  the  above  officers 
agreeable  to  their  rank  in  the  above  appointment. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  armed  vefTels,  iffue 
warrants  to  all  officers  employed  in  the  fleet  under  the  rank  of  third 
lieutenants. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  (as  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee)  to  give  inch  inftrudlions  to  the  commander  of  the  fleet, 
touching  the  operations  of  the  Slips  under  his  command,  as  (hall 
appear  to  the  faid  committee  moft  conducive  to  the  defence  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  enemies  naval  forces  and 
vefTels  bringing  fupplies  to  their  fleets  and  armies,  and  lay  fuch  in- 
ftrudlions  before  the  Congrefs  when  called  for. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  confider  how 
the  (hares  of  the  prizes  allotted  to  the  captors  ought  to  be  divided 
between  the  officers  and  men,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Indians  lately  arrived,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  in¬ 
to  a  commitee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  conuderation  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  relative  to  an  attack  on  Bof- 

i. 

ton,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re  fumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  committee  had  taken  into 
confideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  had  come  to  a  re  Ablu¬ 
tion  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mitttee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  if  general  Wafhington  and  his  council  of  war 
fhould  be  of  opinion,  that  a  fuccefsful  attack  may  be  made  on  the 
troops  in  Bofton,  he  do  it  in  any  manner  he  may  think  expedient, 
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notwittiftanding  the  town  and  property  in  it  may  thereby  be  de- 
ftroyed.  J 

Resolved ,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  have  the  rank  of  a 
colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

^l.he  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;  for  his  expenfes  in  his  late  journey 
to  Maryland,  the  fum  of  72.4  dollars.  * 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Orc/c,rer/,That  the  examination  of  Connolly,  and  the  others  taken 
tvith  him,  alio  the  papers  found  in  the  faid  Connolly’s  poffeffion,  be 
printed. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  journals,  and 
lay  before  Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  matters  therein  that  are  unfiniihed, 
and  which  are  proper  to  be  acted  upon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

SjiruRDAr,  December  23,  1775. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling  of  the  19th,  being  received,  was  read. 
A  petition  from  Seth  Paddock,  mailer  of  the  Jfloop  Mayflower, 
and  Sylvanus  Coffin,  mailer  of  the  fchooner  Dolly,  of  the  ifland  of 
Nantucket,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  and  that  it  be  an  inftruciion  to  faid  committee,  to  enquire 
what  quantity  of  proviftons'  and  fuel  is  neceffary  for  the  annual  in¬ 
ternal  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  ifland  of  Nantucket, 
and  what  quantity  has  been  exported  from  the  different  ports  of  the 
United  Colonies,  during  the  prefent  month  of  December. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

One  of  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
confer  with  general  Schuyler,  being  returned,  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  report  of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

I  he  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  expenfes  incurred  by  the  treaty  with  the 
weftern  Indians,  and  paid  by  him,  the  fum  of  £533  :  19  :  4,  and' 
that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Steel,  for  fundries  furnifhed  two  rifle 
companies,  the  fum  of  £  14  :  8,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  faid 
Blaine  ;  and  alfo  4/8  due  to  John  M’Kee,  of  which  two  laft  fums 
there  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  the  fum  of£  5  zz  13.3 
dollars,  for  the  two  cwt.  lead,  and  the  remainder  to  the  companies 
reflectively,  the  whole  being  1462.9  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committeee  to  whom  the  application  from  the  convention  of 
the  colony  of  New- York,  for  the  loan  of  £  45,000  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  wTas  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Notwithftanding  it  appears  to  this  committee  that  the  credit  of 
the  colony  of  New-Y erk  is  unqueftionable,  and  their  application 
for  the  loan  of  £.45,000  was  fuggefted  by  diftntereftea  principles, 
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yet,  that  it  would  not  be  advifeable,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
for  the  Congrefs  to  make  the  loan  propofed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians,  made  report 
of  their  proceedmbs,  which  was  read* 

Whereas  the  colony  of  Connecticut  has  by  a  certain  adt  of  their 
affembly,  refolved,  that  no  farther  fettlements  be  made  on  the  lands 
difputed  between  them  and  Pennfylvania,  without  licence  from  the 
faid  affembly, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut 
not  to  introduce  any  fettlers  on  the  faid  lands,  till  the  farther  Grder 
of  this  Congrefs,  until  the  faid  dilpute  ihall  be  fettled. 

The  committee  on  the  date  of  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report, 
-which  being  read,  and  in  part  debated, 

Resolved ,  That  the  farther  conhderation  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  connder  what  articles  are  neceffary 
for  the  army,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Peter  Berton  was  refer¬ 
red,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

That  after  mature  conhderation  had  thereon,  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  not  advifeable  or  proper  for  the  Congrefs  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  faid  petition. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  call  on  the  treafu- 
rers,  and  enquire  of  them  what  fum  of  hard  money  they  have  collec¬ 
ted,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  In¬ 
dians,  conclude  their  conference  with  them,  by  returning  them  a 
friendly  anfwer,  and  making  them  a  fmall  prefent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journal,  See.  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  feveral  matters  therein,  which  are  yet  unfi* 
nifhed. 

Ordered ,  That  the  feveral  committees,  to  whom  any  matters  are 
referred,  conclude  their  bufmefs  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  and 
report  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecond  paragraph  in  general  Schuyler’s  letter, 
relative  to  the  meafures  taken  by  the  minifterial  agents,  to  engage 
the  Indians  in  a  war  with  thefe  colonies,  be  publifhed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Tuefday  next. 

* Tuesday ,  December  26,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  general  W afhington  of  the  14th  and  16th,  with 
one  enclofed  from  Dr.  Morgan,  a  letter  from  governor  Trumbull 
of  the  20th,  with  a  refolution  of  the  affembly  of  the  colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  alfo  a  letter  from  fundry  mafters  of  veffels,  dated  Guada- 
loupe,  September  19,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  deputy  mufter-mafter-general,  fent  to  Congrefs  the  mufter- 
rolls  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalior-  by  him  muftered. 

Resolvedy  That  the  deputy  mufter-mafter,  be  directed  tq  repair  to 
Vol.  I.  *  0  2  ' 
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New-Jerfey,  and  m lifter  the  battalions  railed  in  that  colony,  and 
make  return  to  Gongrefs. 

Resolved ,  rl  hat  Friday  next  be  aligned  for  taking'  into  confide- 
ration  the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports  of  the  United  Colonies, 
after  the  fil'd  day  of  March  next. 

The  Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Fate  of  the  treafury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions  : 

Whereas  an  edimate  hath  lately  been  formed  of  the  public  ex- 
penle  already  arilen,  and 'which  may  accrue  in  the  defence  of  Tkme- 
rica,  to  the  10th  day  of  June  next,  in  purluance  whereof  this  Con- 
greis  on  the  29th  of  November,  refolved  that  a  farther  fum  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  fo  directed  to  be  emitted. 

That  each  colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  fink  its  proportion 
of  faid  bills,  in  fuch  manner,  as  may  be  mod  effectual,  and  bed 
adapted  to  the  condition,  circumdances,  and  equal  mode  of  levying 
taxes  in  each  colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  refpeidive  colony  be  deter¬ 
mined  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all  ages,  including 
negroes  and  mulattoes  in  each  colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  aflemblies,  conventions, 
or  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  re  fpe  Clive  colonies,  to  af- 
certain,  by  the  mod  impartial  and  effectual  means  in  their  power, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  refpe&ive  colony,  taking  care 
that  the  lids  be  authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  feveral  perfons 
who  fhall  be  intruded  with  this  fervice  ;  and  that  the  faid  affemblies, 
conventions,  councils,  or  comittees  of  fafety,  do  refpe&ively  lay  be¬ 
fore  this  Gongrefs,  a  return  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  their 
refpe&ive  colonies,  as  Icon  as  the  fame  frail  be  procured. 

That  each  colony  pay  its  refpe&ive  quota  in  four  equal  pay¬ 
ments  ;  the  fird  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  lad  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1783  ;  the  fecond,  on  or  before  the  lad  day  of  November, 
1784  ;  the  third,  on  or  before  the  lad  day  of  November,  1785  ; 
and  the  fourth  or  lad,  on  or  before  the  lad  day  of  November, 
1786  ;  and  that  for  this  end,  the  feveral  aflemblies  or  conventions 
provide  for  laying  and  levying  taxes  in  their  refpe&ive  colonies, 
towards  linking  the  continental  bills:  that  the  faid  bills  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  collectors  in  payment  of  fuch  taxes,  and  be  by  the 
collectors  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  provincial  treafurers,  with  all 
fuch  other  monies  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of  the  continental 
bills;  which  other  monies  the  provincial  treafurers  fhall  endeavour 
to  get  exchanged  for  continental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be 
done,  (hall  fend  to  the  continental  treafurers  the  deficiency  in  di¬ 
ver  and  gold,  with  the  bills,  making  up  the  quota  to  be  funk  in 
that  year  ;  taking  care  to  exit,  by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  di¬ 
ameter,  an  hole  in  fuch  bills,  and  to  crofs  the  fame,  thereby  to 
render  them  unpaflable,  though  the  fum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairly 
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legible  ;  and  the  continental  treafurers,  as  faft  as  they  receive  the 
laid  quotas,  lhall,  with  the  aftiftance  ol  a  committee  ol  live  per fons 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Congrefs,  il  fitting,  or  by  the  aftembly,  01 
convention  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  examine  and  count 
the  continental  bills,  and  in  the  prefence  01  the  faid  committee, 
burn  and  deftroy  them  ;  and  the  lilver  and  gold  fent  them  to  make 
up  the  deficiencies  of  quotas,  they  lhall  retain  in  their  hands  until 
demanded  in  redemption  of  continental  bills,  that  may  be  brought 
to  them  for  that  purpofe,  which  bills  fo  redeemed,  they  lhall  alfo 
burn  and  deftroy  in  the  prefence  of  the  faid  committee  ;  and  the 
treafurers,  whenever  they  have  Hlver  and  gold  in  their  hands  for 
the  redemption  of  continental  bills,  fhall  advertife  the  fame,  figni- 
fying  that  they  are  ready  to  give  gold  or  filver,  for  iuch  bills,  to  all 
perfons  requiring  it  in  exchange. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  on  general  Schuyler’s  letters, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  fent  to  Ticonderoga,  being  read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Dickinfon, 
Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  Mr. 
Langdon. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  paragraph 
of  lord  Sterling’s  letter  to  the  Congrefs,  complaining  that  feveral 
of  his  recruits  had  been  arrefted  and  imprifoned  for  trifling  debts, 
being  taken  into  conftderation,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  there  is  refold n  to  believe,  that  divers  perfons,  either 
from  inattention  to  the  public  good,  or  with  defign  to  retard  the 
recruiting  fervice,  have  arrefted  and  imprifoned,  for  very  trifling 
debts,  many  foldiers,  who  had  engaged  to  rifque  their  lives  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  liberties  of  America  ;  and,  as  it  has  always  been  found 
necefTary,  in  time  of  war,  to  regulate  and  reftrain  a  practice  of 
iuch  pernicious  tendency,  and,  in  fuch  cafes,  to  abate  the  rigour  of 
the  law  : 

Resolved ,  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral 
legiflatures  in  thefe  colonies,  whether  affemblies  or  conventions, 
to  pafs  acts  or  ordinances,  prohibiting  the  arrefts  of  continental 
foldiers  for  fmall  debts  ;  and  in  order  that  the  fame  rule  may  per¬ 
vade  all  the  colonies,  that  no  foldier  be  arrefted  at  the  fuit  of  any 
of  his  creditors,  unlefs  the  faid  creditor  make  oath,  that  the  faid 
foldier  is  juftly  indebted  to  him  in  the  fum  of  thirty-five  dollars 
over  and  above  all  discounts  ;  and  that  the  eftate  of  no  fuch  foldier 
be  liable  to  attachment  at  the  fuit  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of  all  his 
creditors,  unlefs  their  debts  in  the  whole,  on  being  alcertained  by 
their  oaths,  (hall  amount  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Resolved ,  That  the  feveral  letters  received  from  lord  Sterlincr, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  directed  to  report  an 
anfwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  and 
Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved ,  That  the  battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  fupplied 
with  gun-brufhes,  prickers,  double-worms,  fcrew-drivers,  and  oil  ; 
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and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid 
colony  to  provide  the  fame.  ; 

Whereas  this  Congrefs,  by  a  refolution  paiTed  the  15th  day  of 
J  y  .alt.  Old  direct  that  every  veffel  importing  into  thefe  colonies, 
gun-powder,  faltpetre,  lulphur,  and  other  military  ftores  therein 
lpecinea,  within  nine  months  from  the  date  thereof,  Ihould  be 
pu  muted  to  load  and  export  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the 
tulue  ot  fuch  powder  and  ftores  aforefaid,  the  non- exportation 
■  aicemcnt  notwithftanding,  by  permits  from  the  committees  of 
the  feveral  colonies  ;  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  this  Congrefs  may 

„  On  2*7  l.ntorsned  of  the  quantity  of  military  ftores,  which  are 
!■  ,1U  y  ‘O  ‘mp01  ted,  and  of  the  produce  exported  in  confequence 

A esulved,  1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  all  committees  by  whom 
any  permits,  under  the  faid  refolution,  have  been  or  may  be  granted, 
?  t.a,,  ,n,t  to  t  us  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  a  true  account  of 
-.ie  Liijujy  loits,  See.  imported,  and  of  the  produce  exported, 
witii  the  price  ana  value  of  both. 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  publifhed. 

ie  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruaions  to  lieut.  coL 
iviiig,  1  uu2  111  a  di  aught,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


JVednesdat,  December  27,  1775. 

A  lettei  of  the  21ft,  from  the  committee  of  infpedtion  of  the 

town  of  Lancafter,  enclofing  the  paroles  of  the  officers  there,  beino- 
received,  was  read.  ° 

Keso.e,  <i,  1  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
captain  Motte,  and  confult  with  him  on  the  beft  method  of  provi¬ 
ding  the  guard  under  bis  command  with  prpvilions  on  their  return 
home. 

m 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Cudiing,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the 'com¬ 
mittee  on  the  {late  of  Virginia,  and  after  debate,  the  farther  confi- 
dei  atioh  thcieol,  a.  .lit  requeft  ol  a  colony,  was  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  captain  Motte,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Ihr. c  J.cy  >:.id  tome  of  faia  guard  have  upwards  of  240  miles 
to  m  a  i  c  h  .  i  hi  a  t  they  will  be  content  with  eight  dollars  each,  and 
bear  their  own  expenfes  to  their  refpcAive  homes,  or  to  be  fuppiied 
by  a  com  miffary  5  or  any  other  way  as  the  Congrefs  brail  judge  beff. 

Tt  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  faid  guard  receive 
a  fum  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  each,  in  lieu  of  all  other  provinon 
fo  r  their  return  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  1  hat  captain  Motte  be  empowered  to  pay  to  his  guard 
for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  a  fum  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  to  any 
one,  according  to  their  refpe&ive  distances,  and  that  he  return  to 
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the  committee  of  claims,  a  lift  of  his  men,  and  an  account  of  the 
payments  to  them  made. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday ,  December  28,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Sacheve- 
ral  Wood,  the  fum  of  91.9  dollars,  for  fupport  of  17  men  to  the 
21ft  December,  who  are  confined  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  by  or¬ 
der  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
G.  Wythe,  Efq;  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Indians,  for  the  fum  of  13^-  dollars,  as  a  prefent  to  faid  Indians. 

Resolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of  8000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  railed  in  faid  colony,  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  Virginia  ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  refolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  fix  battalions  are  neceffary  to  be  immediately 
raifed  in  Y  irgima,  and  that  they  be  raifed  accordingly,  upon  the 
fame  terms,  and  paid  as  the  continental  forces  in  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  unlefs  the  convention  of  that  colony  can  raife  them 
on  better  terms. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  fecret 
committee,  which  being  in  part  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  conlideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 


Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  ftate  ol  New- York,  and  report  thereon  to  Con¬ 
grefs. 


The ^  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Wythe, 


Mr.  W .  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Jay 


iyie  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captains  Paddock  and 
Comn  ivas  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday ,  December  29,  1775. 

A  petition  of  captain  Sellick  was  prefcntcd  to  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying 
it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  F.  Lee. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennlylvania 
being  read, 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  of  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition  which  may  be  procured. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
farther  into  this  matter.  1 ' 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Gongrefs  refolved  itfelf 
m.o  a  committee  ol  the  whole,  to  take  into  conhderation  the 
ol  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  {pent  thereon, 
the  p  re  fide  nt  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  confideration,  the  matter  to  them  refer¬ 
red  and  had  come  to  certain  refolutions,  which  he  was  ready  to  re¬ 
port. 

I  he  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  the  Congrefs  took  the 

fame  into  confideration,  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  refo- 
lution  : 

Resolved,  i  hat  the  colonies  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  North- 
Carolina,  be  permitted  to  export  produce  from  their  refpedtive  co¬ 
lonies  to  any  part  of  the  world,  except  Great-Rritain,  Ireland,  the 
illands  ol  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney  and  Man,  and  the 
Britifh  Weft-India  illands,  and  in  return,  to  import  fo  much  fait 
from  any  part  oi  the  world,  not  prohibited  by  the  affociation,  as 
the  conventions  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies, 
and  the  provincial  councils  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies, 
and  the  provincial  council  of  the  other  {hall  judge  neceffary,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  now  fuffering  great  diftrefs  by  the 
fcarcity  of  that  neceffary  article,  proper  caution  being  taken  to 
prevent  any  abufe  of  this  indulgence,  by  exceeding  in  the  quanti¬ 
ties  exported  or  imported,  and  that  no  provifions,  (laves,  or  naval 
Lores  be  exported,  if  other  commodities  may  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

Resolved ,  That  as  the  importation  of  any  univerfally  neceffary 
commodity,  and  the  exportation  of  our  produce,  to  purchafe  the 
lame,  muff  give  a  proportionally  greater  opportunity  to  our  ene¬ 
mies  of  making  depredations  on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thcfe  colonies,  and  of  occafionally  diffreffing  them  by  intercepting 
iuch  commodities,  it  is  earneltly  recommended  to  the  fe.veral  affem- 
blies  or  conventions  immediately  to  promote,  by  fuflicient  public 
encouragements,  the  making  fal'c  in  their  refpeclive  colonies. 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  immediately  publifhed. 

The  committee  on  Indian  trade,  brought  in  their  report, 

The  committee  on  lord  Sterling’s  letters  alfo  brought  in  their 
report. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  the  committee  of  corrcfpondence,  in 
Virginia,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

'The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed,  and  the  feveral  matters  to 
this  day  referred,  being  poffponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


S A ?’u RD A t,  December  30,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  general  Waihington  of  the  19th  and  21ft, 
enclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  general  Howe,  and  accompanied 
with  a  number  of  intercepted  letters,  being  received  and  read, 
Resolved ,  That  the  letters  from  the  general,  and  the  intercepted 
letters,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  21ft,  being  received,  was 
read. 

Another  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  14th  December, 
brought  by  two  ftrangers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  who 
are  directed  to  confer  with  the  bearers,  and  to  purfue  fuch  mea- 
fnres  as  they  may  think  proper  for  f.he  intereft  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies. 

Resolved ,  That  major  Prefton  have  leave  to  go  to  Amboy  to  vi- 
ftt  his  uncle  who  lives  there,  and  to  remain  in  that  place  one  week, 
and  then  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  and  wait  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  the 
information,  refpedling  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  being 
to  be  procured,  report,  that  they  have  examined  into  the  fame,  and 
have  received  intelligence  that  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  other  articles  are  concealed  in  Tryon  county,  in  which  alfo 
there  are  feveral  tones  armed  and  inlifted  in  the  enemie’s  fervice  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  communicate 
this  intelligence  to  general  Schuyler,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  defire  him  to  take  the  rnoft  fpeedy  and  ctfedtual  meafures  for 
fecuring  the  faid  arms  and  military  (lores,  and  for  difarming  the 
faid  tories,  and  apprehending  their  chiefs. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 


the  faid  committee,  for  the  fum  of  forty  dollars,  for  expediting  the 
bufmefs  to  them  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  do  immediately 
count  the  filver  and  gold  in  the  treafury,  and  forward  the  fame, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  under  a  guard  of  five  men  to  gen.  Schuy¬ 
ler;  and  that  the  perfons  to  be  Cent  by  the  foregoing  committee, 
accompany  faid  guard. 

Resolved ,  That  the  treafurers  be  empowered  to  employ  a  broker 
to  colled!  filver  and  gold,  in  exchange  for  continental  bills  of  credit. 

1  he  committee  on  captain  Sellick’s  petition,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  were  read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  contents  of  the  intercepted  letters  this  day 
read,  and  the  fteps  which  Congrefs  may  take  in  confequence  of  the 
intelligence  thereby  given,  be  kept  fecret  until  farther  orders,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  that  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  South-Carolina 
have  leave  to  fend  to  their  conventions,  extrabls  of  fuch  parts  of 

the  laid  letters,  as  they  may  think  necefiary  for  the  welfare  of  their 
colonies. 

Phe  committee  on  the  petition  of  fundry  merchants  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  alfo  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 
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